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 This month’s meeting is  
Editor: Nancy Matthews  
  

 

VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR, ISSUE NUMBER TWELVE    DECEMBER 2020 

 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to have our normal Christmas 

Party this year.  

 

Even though we can’t be together, we want to wish you and your 

family the Blessings of the Christmas Season. We continue to hope 

that you stay safe and well. 

 

As you are aware, the last few years, we have donated food to the 

Helping Neighbors Food Pantry instead of having an Ornament 

Exchange. This year we would still like to be able to donate food to 

them. 

 

On Saturday, December 19, 2020 from 1:00 to 3:00 Susie Grommet and Nancy Matthews will be 

on the parking lot of the Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library if you would like to drop 

off a contribution. If this is not a good time, you can take donations directly to Helping 

Neighbors Food Pantry at 900 West Huntington in Jonesboro. They are open on Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday from 10:00 until 2:00. You can tell them you are part of the Society. Any 

donations will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Suggestions for donations to Helping Neighbors Food Pantry 
 

Pantry Items for the Holidays: Stuffing Mix; Cake Mixes; Frosting; Cream of Chicken and/or 

Mushroom Soup; Cream-style Corn; Green Beans; Cranberry Sauce 

 

Also needed and appreciated: Cereal, Cereal bars; Peanut Butter, any canned food, kid’s canned 

food such as ravioli, spaghetti and meatballs, any non-perishable food items, etc. 

 

There are also needs for personal hygiene items such as bath soap, shampoo, toothpaste, 

deodorant, etc.  

 

Thank you for your generosity and your trust that these gifts will be used and appreciated! 

 

Susie Grommet,  

GSCCA Member and HNFP volunteer 

  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MEETING HAPPENINGS:  
The November Meeting was, unfortunately, 

canceled. As long at the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library remains closed, it 

is necessary to cancel our meetings. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for November 

was held on November 7, 2020 at 1:00 Lost 

Pizza at Southwest Drive and Alexander 

Drive. 

1. Calendars for 2021 

2. The next scheduled board meeting 

will be January 9, 2021. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas Party: 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

TEMPORARY REMOTE 

ACCESS TO ANCESTRY 

LIBRARY EDITION 
 

You can now temporarily access our 

Library’s subscription to Ancestry. Remote 

access has been extended until April 30, 

2021.  

 

To access: 

Go to: www.libraryinjonesboro.org 

Hover on “Research”  

Click on “Databases” 

Click on “Database List” 

Click on “Ancestry Library” 

Use your library bar code and pin number to 

log in. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BEGINNING GENEALOGY: Even 

though we are unable to offer our Beginning 

Classes, The Tennessee Genealogical 

Society https://tngs.org  is offering a series 

of 10 Genealogy 101 Virtual Classes. The 

sessions start on  Wednesday, January 20, 

2021 and go for 10 consecutive Wednesdays 

until Wednesday, March 24, 2021.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Member Home Libraries: Do you 

have genealogy books in your personal 

home library? Would you be willing to do a 

look-up for others? Most of us have books 

from several states and counties.  

We are all facing difficulties trying 

to research. Many of the libraries or 

courthouses that we need to visit have 

limited access or no access at all.  

So, we are creating a “Look-Up” 

Page. If you will send a list of books along 

with the email address you want connected 

to the lookups to gscca@suddenlink.net, 

your books will be added to the list. 

Your contributions to this new page 

will be greatly appreciated.  

The page is now located at 

http://www.gscca.net/look-ups. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2021 Calendar: Work on the 2021 

Calendar was delayed and is now back on 

track.  

Do you have any Firefighters, Police 

Officers, Nurses, Doctors, Teachers, or other 

Community Service ancestors? We would 

like to honor them this year. Please send 

images as soon as you can to 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. We hope to 

have the Calendar ready by the middle of 

December.  

 

 

  

http://www.libraryinjonesboro.org/
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
http://www.gscca.net/look-ups
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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VIRTUAL Genealogy Programs 
 

These programs are being presented by the Tennessee Genealogical Society, The Allen County 

Public Library, The Allen County Genealogical Society plus many other organizations. 

 

The list is growing to the point that it is getting too big for the newsletter. It is now located on 

our Website at http://www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm. As we become aware of other programs that 

we believe might be of interest to our members, they will be added to this list. Additions  are 

made almost on a daily basis. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

December 10, 1898 - The Treaty of Paris was signed between American and Spanish 

representatives following Spain’s defeat in the Spanish-American War. Under the treaty, the U.S. 

gained the Philippine Islands, the islands of Guam and Puerto Rico, and an agreement by Spain 

to withdraw from Cuba. The treaty passed by a single vote in the U.S. Senate on February 6, 

1899, and was signed by President William McKinley four days later. 

 

December 13, 1991 - North and South Korea signed a treaty of reconciliation and non-

aggression which also formally ended the Korean War, although actual fighting has ceased in 

1953 

 

December 16, 1773 - The Boston Tea Party occurred as colonial activists disguised as Mohawk 

Indians boarded British ships anchored in Boston Harbor and dumped 342 containers of 

expensive tea into the water. 

 

December 30, 1862 - During the American Civil War, the Union ironclad ship USS Monitor 

sank off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, during a storm, resulting in the loss of sixteen crewmen. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Once again, we are looking for someone to fill a position. We are in need of a Vice-President. If 

you would be interested in serving on the GSCCA Board as Vice-President, please contact the 

Society at gscca@suddenlink.net. Your help would be appreciated. 

 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Open  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Irene Goble, Lynn Dowdy & Gail Lies 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

http://www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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5 Common Genealogy Errors (and How to Avoid Them) 

By Andrew Koch  

 

None of us are safe from errors in our genealogy research. Many software programs (such 

as RootsMagic) and online family tree services (including Ancestry.com) have built-in tools to help you 

error-proof your genealogy. But you can take your family tree’s health into your own hands by knowing 

what issues to look for. Here are five common genealogy errors—and what you can do to prevent them. 

1. Ages that don’t add up 

Do you have an ancestor who was born before her parents? How about a great-great-grandmother who 

gave birth at the age of 60 (or at the age of 6)? Incorrect dates can topple your hard-earned research and 

raise head-scratching questions. Specifically, watch out for these oddities: 

• Children born before their parents’ birth 

• Women giving birth before the age of 14 or after the age of 50 

• Women married before the age of 13 

• Individuals who married, bought property, appeared in census records, etc. after their death 

Solution: Create a timeline of your ancestor’s life. Timelines can help keep your dates straight and 

prevent these common-sense errors from occurring. Make sure your timeline includes birth year, and note 

what age your ancestor would have been during life events you uncover in research. Also look for 

additional records that might shed light on the circumstances. 

 

2. Data copied from family trees 

With millions of online family trees on sites like Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, and MyHeritage, it’s 

hard not to peek at someone else’s family tree from time to time. 

Fortunately, family research isn’t like your high school algebra class—copying, for the most part, is 

allowed. Genealogists have collaborated since the first family trees were drawn, and cross-referencing 

research can save time while providing new leads and connecting you to potential relatives. 

However, copying another user’s tree without verifying it first is a recipe for genealogical disaster. The 

information the user found may apply to another person with a similar name (see No. 5), or the data may 

be incorrect altogether. 

Solution: Check other users’ sources before adding their data to your tree. Though copying is allowed, 

genealogy is like your high-school algebra class in another way: You have to show your work. And you 

should hold others to that standard as well. See how the information lines up with what you’ve found so 

far, and determine for yourself if the other user has come to the most-accurate conclusion given their 

resources. This goes double for records hints on sites like Ancestry.com—Not every hint the site suggests 

will apply to your ancestor. 

3. Incorrect record indexes 

Digitized, indexed records have made genealogy easier than ever before. And indexes on the big 

genealogy sites make most records keyword searchable, allowing you to survey far more records than 

traditional methods allowed. But since volunteers or algorithms indexed records collections by the 

thousands, not all of these indexes are perfect. Your tree may contain the results of a bad record 

transcription or poorly indexed document. 

http://rootsmagic.com/
http://ancestry.com/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/how-to-create-timelines-on-twile/
http://familysearch.org/
http://myheritage.com/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/family-tree-hints/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/get-the-most-ancestry-shaky-leaf-hints/
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Solution: View record images whenever possible. Seeing records for yourself and in context can help you 

sort out details that the indexing program or a volunteer may have missed. This is especially true for 

handwritten records, as old-style handwriting isn’t always read correctly by software. 

4. Typos in names or dates 

Unfortunately, family trees don’t have spell-check. And even if they did, we still would struggle with 

avoiding typos in our family trees. Add to this that spelling wasn’t usually a priority for our ancestors 

(many of whom couldn’t read), and you’ll understand how easy it is for misspellings to find their way 

into your family data. These can throw off your research and prevent you from getting matched up with 

other relevant records in online databases. 

Solution: Systematically review your names and dates. Every so often, take a step back and look for 

typos. Making sure your dates are consistently formatted (e.g., that you always use the MM/DD/YYYY 

format) can help with this. Also keep an eye out for name variants and multiple spellings of surnames, as 

your ancestor may be listed as these in records or record indexes. 

5. The wrong ancestor 

Speaking of names: Your family tree may be cursed with a John Smith or a William Jones. (After all, we 

can’t all have a unique name like “Hannah Montana”!) What if you’ve got the wrong John Smith? Having 

the wrong person in your tree can be disastrous, wasting your valuable research time and steering you 

away from records of your actual ancestors. 

Solution: Use multiple criteria when searching for ancestors, especially those who had common names.  

When evaluating records, consider your ancestor’s birth year, occupation, family members and location 

within a community to make sure you’re following the correct person back in time. Check out 

our strategies for avoiding name mix-ups for more. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/same-name-different-people-old-records/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/avoid-ancestor-mixups/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 
798 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

     Genealogy Lock-In 
      8th Winter Edition - February 6, 2021 
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mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/

