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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting will be the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Christmas Party 

  

 December 14, 2019 

 
 
VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-THREE, ISSUE NUMBER TWELVE       DECEMBER  2019 

  

Christmas Party 
 

 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 

11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Barnhill’s Buffet 

 

Door Prizes 
 

Bring your family and enjoy the fun. Everyone is responsible for their own meal and tip.  

 

Once again, this year instead of having an Ornament Exchange, we are going to donate 

non-perishable food items to Helping Neighbors Food Pantry. For those who wish 

to participate, items will be collected at the Christmas Party. 

 

Suggestions for items needed will be listed later in the newsletter. 

 

We want to extend to you and your family all the blessings of the Christmas Season. We hope 

everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2020 Calendars:  

 

The 2020 GSCCA Calendars will be 

available for purchase at the Christmas 

Party. This calendar pays tribute to our 

family members that were affected by 

WWII, from the front lines to the home 

front. Because of their sacrifices, we 

are here today. 

 

Our calendars are $5.00 each. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

Saturday, January 25, 2019 at the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library from 10:00 

to 3:00. There is a $25 charge for the class. 

You will receive a book plus additional 

handouts. There will be a two-hour session 

with a break for lunch followed by a second 

two-hour session. Please contact Nancy 

Matthews – 870-219-0535 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 

Please remember, if you have a group that is 

interested in a Beginning Genealogy class, a 

class can be scheduled at your convenience. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MEETING HAPPENINGS: The 

November Meeting was held on  November 

14, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. in the Round Room at 

the Craighead County Jonesboro Public 

Library. 

 

Our speakers were Linda Carson & Nancy 

Matthews. In honor of Veterans Day, the 

program was  “Our Fathers’ Experiences as 

Japanese POWs.”  Both men were captured 

when the Philippines fell in the Spring of 

1941. They were officially released in 

September 1945.    

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WELCOME to New Members: 
Jody Hildrich and her mother Mary Williams  

jody.hildrich@gmail.com 

SURNAMES: Wood/Woods, Davis, 

Williams, Hildrich, Gosha 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS 
 

Genealogy Night  
Lock-In 

(7th   Winter Edition) 

Saturday, February 1, 2020 

5pm - 10pm 
 

More information will be posted as the 

schedule is set. 

www.gscca.net/2020-Feb.htm 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:jody.hildrich@gmail.com
http://www.gscca.net/2020-Feb.htm
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

January Meeting: Our January Meeting will be held on January 19, 2020. It is once 

again Election time. Our Nominating Committee is Irene Goble - 870-815-0923 

irenegoble@yahoo.com, Patsy Whitney pwhitney1947@aol.com and Malinda Gipson 

malindagipson@gmail.com. As always, if you are interested in serving on the Board as an officer 

or member-at-large, please, please let one of these ladies know. The only requirement is that you 

have been a member for at least one year. 

 

This year, we are looking for someone that would like to serve as Vice President or Member-at-

Large. We are also looking for additional help with membership, particularly helping to recruit 

Corporate Members. Would you like to compose the Newsletter or maintain the Webpage? If 

you have an interest, please contact one of the ladies on the Nominating Committee.  

 

One thing that you might like to know is that none of the positions is done without a lot of 

support from others. We all help out. 

 

In addition, we will also have Year-End Reports as well as a discussion on ideas for upcoming 

meetings. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Suggestions for donations to Helping Neighbors Food Pantry 
 

Pantry Items for the Holidays: Stuffing Mix; Cake Mixes; Frosting; Cream of Chicken and/or 

Mushroom Soup; Cream-style Corn; Green Beans; Cranberry Sauce 

 

Also needed and appreciated: Cereal, Cereal bars; Peanut Butter, any canned food, kid’s canned 

food such as ravioli, spaghetti and meatballs, any non-perishable food items, etc. 

 

There are also needs for personal hygiene items such as bath soap, shampoo, toothpaste, 

deodorant, etc.  

 

Thank you for your generosity and your trust that these gifts will be used and appreciated! 

 

Susie Grommet,  

GSCCA Member and HNFP volunteer 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Officers: 
President -- Gail Lies  Recording Secretary -- Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President -- Deanna Ketcher  Corresponding Secretary -- Susie Grommet 

Treasurer -- Laura Rooks  Historian -- Jan Beasley 

Publicity -- Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters -- Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Viola Snow & Irene Goble 

mailto:irenegoble@yahoo.com
mailto:pwhitney1947@aol.com
mailto:malindagipson@gmail.com
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Genealogists Christmas 
 

"Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even my spouse. 

The dining room table with clutter was spread 

With pedigree charts and with letters which said... 

"Too bad about the data for which you wrote 

Sank in a storm on an ill-fated boat." 

Stacks of old copies of wills and the such 

Were proof that my work had become much to much. 

Our children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

While visions of sugarplums danced in their heads. 

And I at my table was ready to drop 

From work on my album with photos to crop. 

Christmas was here, and of such was my lot 

That presents and goodies and toys I forgot. 

Had I not been so busy with grandparent's wills, 

I'd not have forgotten to shop for such thrills. 

While others had bought gifts that would bring Christmas cheer; 

I'd spent time researching those birthdates and years. 

While I was thus musing about my sad plight, 

A strange noise on the lawn gave me such a great fright. 

Away to the window I flew in a flash, 

Tore open the drapes and I yanked up the sash. 

When what to my wondering eyes should appear? 

But an overstuffed sleigh and eight small reindeer. 

Up to the housetop the reindeer they flew, 

With a sleigh full of toys, and old Santa Claus too. 

And then in a twinkle, I heard on the roof 

The prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoofs. 

The TV antenna was no match for their horns, 

And look at our roof with hoof-prints adorned. 

As I drew in my head, and bumped it on the sash, 

Down the cold chimney fell Santa - KER-RASH! 

"Dear" Santa had come from the roof in a wreck, 

And tracked soot on the carpet, (I could wring his short neck!) 

Spotting my face, good old Santa could see 

I had no Christmas spirit you'd have to agree. 

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work 

And filled all the stockings, (I felt like a jerk). 

Here was Santa, who'd brought us such gladness and joy; 

When I'd been too busy for even one toy. 

He spied my research on the table all spread 
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"A genealogist!" He cried! (My face was all red!) 

"Tonight I've met many like you", Santa grinned. 

As he pulled from his sack a large book he had penned. 

I gazed with amazement - the cover it read 

"Genealogy Lines for Which You Have Plead." 

"I know what it's like as a genealogy bug," 

He said as he gave me a great Santa Hug. 

"While the elves make the sleighful of toys I now carry, 

I do some research in the North Pole Library! 

A special treat I am thus able to bring, 

To genealogy folks who can't find a thing. 

Now off you go to your bed for a rest, 

I'll clean up the house from this genealogy mess." 

As I climbed up the stairs full of gladness and glee, 

I looked back at Santa who'd brought much to me. 

While settling in bed, I heard Santa's clear whistle, 

To his team which then rose like the down of a thistle 

And I heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight, 

"Family History is Fun! Merry Christmas! Goodnight!" 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Tennessee Genealogical Society Spring Seminar 
 

Just announced! 

Mark your calendars 

 

April 3 & 4, 2020 

Speakers: J. Mark Lowe & Tim Richardson 

  

Additional information will be shared when it becomes available. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

December 15, 1939 - Gone with the Wind had its world premiere in Atlanta, introduced by 

producer David O. Selznick and featuring appearances by Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable. 

 

December 19, 1732 - Benjamin Franklin first published Poor Richard's Almanac containing 

weather predictions, humor, proverbs and epigrams, eventually selling nearly 10,000 copies per 

year. 

 

December 31st - New Year's Eve, the final evening of the Gregorian calendar year, traditionally 

a night for merry-making to welcome in the new year.  
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

734 likes 

 

 
315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

  
Genealogy Lock-In 

7th Winter Edition - February 1, 2020 

 

 
Melinda Dawson 
Merle Norman Studios  

2200 Grecian Lane 

Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992  

870-239-8582 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/

