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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 Christmas Party 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Ryan’s 

  

 December 11, 2010 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER FOURTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER TWELVE                        December 2010 

 

 
Christmas Party 

 
Saturday, December 11, 2010 

Ryan’s 

Noon 

Bring your family and enjoy. Everyone is responsible for their own meal. We will have an Ornament 

Exchange (for those that would like to participate.) There is a $5.00 limit on the ornament. There will 

also be Door Prizes. 

We hope to see everyone there. 

 

 
 

 

We want to extend to you and your family all the blessings of the Christmas Season. We hope 

everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our 

November Meeting was held on November 

21, 2010. Our speaker was John Thomas. He 

spoke to us about Early Inhabitants of 

Northeast Arkansas. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
There was no Executive Board Meeting for 

December. However keep the following 

things in mind. 

1. Christmas Party 

2. Dues 

3. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be January 8, 2001 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JANUARY MEETING: Our January 

meeting will be held on January16, 2011 at 

2:00 p.m. in the Round Room at the 

Jonesboro Craighead Public Library. We will 

have Year-End Reports and Elections for 

Officers. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2011 CALENDARS: Our 2011 Calendar 

is ready. They are available for $5.00 each. 

We will have them at the meeting or you may 

contact Nancy Matthews at either 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net or 870-219-

0535. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DUES: Once again it is time to renew your 

membership for 2011. Dues are $15.00 for an 

Individual; $20 for a Couple; and $35.00 for a 

Corporate Membership. They can be mailed 

to GSCCA, P.O. Box 844, Jonesboro, 

Arkansas 72403 or paid at the meeting. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LENDING LIBRARY: 
 

The Society has a number of lectures on CD. 

Each lecture is about an hour. Using these 

CDs we have set up a Lending Library. Any 

member may check out a CD. To check out a 

CD you need to e-mail Sherrie Chamberlain 

shershope@sbcglobal.net and let her know 

which CD you would like to check out. She 

will then bring it to the meeting. NEW 

TITLES ARE BEING ADDED TO OUR 

LIBRARY. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RIDGE ROOTS 2011 
 

Mark your calendar. Make your plans to 

attend Ridge Roots 2011: A Genealogy 

Seminar the weekend of April 8, 9 & 10, 

2011. After considering a number of speakers 

and member requests, we have invited Leslie 

Smith McConachie to return and be our 

speaker. The Seminar will be held at the 

Jonesboro Craighead County Library in the 

Round Room. Additional information will be 

posted as it becomes available. Please check 

the website www.gscca.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS: 

Corrections and additions are needed for the 

Obituary Index Books or the Cemetery Books 

before we add the numbers. If you have 

corrections or additions, please send let us 

know. You can either send corrections or 

additions to GSCCA, P.O. Box 844, 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72403 or e-mail 

gscca@suddenlink.net.

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:shershope@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gscca.net/
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

December 2010 – Christmas Party – Ryan’s on December 11, 2010 - Noon 

January 8, 2011 – Executive Board Meeting 

January 16, 2011 – Society General Meeting – Elections 

February 12, 2011 – Executive Board Meeting 

February 20, 2011 – Society General Meeting 

March 12, 2011 – Executive Board Meeting 

March 20, 2011 – Society General Meeting 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Your help is needed. In January it will again be time for 

elections. We are looking for people that would be willing to serve as an officer or a member at 

large on the Executive Board.  

 

At the moment recommendations from the Nominating Committee are as follows: 

President – Betty Woodall   Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Rusty Dancer  Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Judy Clark 

Publicity – William Dunavin    Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Gail Lies & Patsy Penney 

 

If you would like to be on the Board or know someone that would, please contact one of the 

members of the Nominating Committee. They are Rusty Dancer dancerrm@yahoo.com, Bob 

Hare lindahare@suddenlink.net or Ruth Throesch drthroesch@sbcglobal.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FACEBOOK: The Society now has a FaceBook Page thanks to William Dunavin. You can 

either type GSCCA into the search engine at the top of the page or go to 

http://www.facebook.com/?sk=ff&ap=1#!/pages/Genealogy-Society-of-Craighead-County-

Arkansas-GSCCA/112361085495661. We would like to be included among your Friends. Come 

by and visit.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

QUERY: Larry Cenotto is looking for information on an Edward J. Smith that he believes to 

be a maternal uncle, who died in Craighead County in March 1981.  He was born c July 14, 

1914.  I'm anxious to find an obituary and a death notice to clue me on surviving kin/cousins of 

mine.   

Larry Cenotto - President, Amador County Historical Society, Jackson, CA 95642 

My address: 557 Clinton Road, Jackson, CA 95642, 209-223-3196 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:dancerrm@yahoo.com
mailto:lindahare@suddenlink.net
mailto:drthroesch@sbcglobal.net
http://www.facebook.com/?sk=ff&ap=1#!/pages/Genealogy-Society-of-Craighead-County-Arkansas-GSCCA/112361085495661
http://www.facebook.com/?sk=ff&ap=1#!/pages/Genealogy-Society-of-Craighead-County-Arkansas-GSCCA/112361085495661
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

40 Places to Find Vital Records Information 

Part 3: The Next 10 
by Gena Philibert Ortega 

21. Divorce Records 
Many people assume that divorce is a more modern act. Not so! Divorce has been around since colonial 
times. Don't assume that because a spouse is no longer with a family, or that on the census it shows 

someone as a widow, that the missing spouse is dead. That couple may have divorced. Divorce records, in 

most cases, would be kept in the courthouse of the county where the divorce took place. 

22. Passports 
Did your ancestor travel? Maybe they traveled back to their homeland on occasion, and if so, they may 

have held a passport. To learn more about passports, see the National Archives site at 

http://www.archives.gov/. 

23. Military Records 
Was your ancestor in the military? One of your first steps should be seeking out their military service 

records. One way to do this is by using the Form 180 found at the National Archives website. 

24. Immigration Records 
Immigration records are important for documenting your ancestors' journeys from their homelands to the 

United States. That documentation may take the form of passenger lists, border crossings and 
naturalizations. WorldVitalRecords has a large collection of immigration records. To browse the available 

databases, start here: http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/. To learn more about these records, consider 

consulting a book like American Passenger Arrival Records or Guide to Naturalization Records in the 

United States. 

25. Minister Journals 
Pastors may have left behind notes or journals of the marriages and other events they presided over. Look 

for these in church archives or through NUCMC. 

26. Church Records 
A variety of records are kept by churches, depending on the denomination or religion. Records can 
document a parishioner's life fully, while other religions may have little to no information. Church records 

can be found on a local church level, a regional level, or through an affiliated church university, museum 

or archive. Don't forget to look for books that may help provide information on records that are available. 

Our Quaker Ancestors is one such example. WorldVitalRecords has a collection of religious records, 

including Parish Records and an LDS Collection. 

27. School Records 
School census records, school lists, histories and other documents telling the story of an ancestor's time in 

school may be available. Once again, the type of school (public or private) and what has been preserved 

will dictate what you can find in an archive, library or other repository. 

28. Delayed Birth Certificates 
As the 20th century marched on, it became necessary to have a birth certificate, even for those people 

without one. The advent of Social Security and the Railroad Retirement Board are just two instances 

when age had to be proven with some sort of documentation. U. S. Federal Census records were used in 
some cases to prove birth, but increasingly those without birth certificates applied for delayed birth 

certificates. The Delayed Birth Certificate provides not only some confirmation about your ancestor's 

http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/passport/
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/contentsearch.aspx?rt=immigration
http://store.worldvitalrecords.com/record-type/immigration/american-passenger-arrival-records-sku_8700.html
http://store.worldvitalrecords.com/record-type/immigration/guide-to-naturalization-records-in-the-united-states-sku_5177.html
http://store.worldvitalrecords.com/record-type/immigration/guide-to-naturalization-records-in-the-united-states-sku_5177.html
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/
http://store.worldvitalrecords.com/record-type/religious/quaker/our-quaker-ancestors-sku_483.html
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/contentsearch.aspx?cat=iprc
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/contentsearch.aspx?cat=lds
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birth and parents' names, but it can also lead you to other documents that will continue to provide clues to 

their lives. Delayed Birth Certificates may be found through the state or county that issued them; 
however, there may be privacy restrictions in obtaining a birth certificate. Also check state archives for 

any vital records they may have. The Family History Library, also has some delayed birth certificates 

microfilmed. From the Library Catalog search page, conduct a search for the state you are interested in 

and then click on "Vital Records." Delayed Birth Certificates might be found in other places on the 

Internet. 

29. Journals/Diaries 
Your ancestor may not have left behind a journal, but someone in his neighborhood may have. That 

neighbor's journal may have recorded celebrations as well as sad times like funerals. Remember as you 
research that you are researching your ancestor's whole life, and that includes the other people in their 

life. Though these are records you will not find in an index online, they are records that can lead to rich 

genealogical gems. Look for writings by community members through NUCMC, university libraries and 

museums. 

30. Cemetery Transcriptions 
In some cases, individuals, groups and societies have traipsed through cemeteries and noted those buried 

there. These transcriptions may be online, through a volunteer or paid site as well as available on 

microfilm through the Family History Library. My recommendation is that if you find 2 available 
transcriptions, or more, look at all of them. In some cases, one transcriber may have missed a grave or a 

stone that was there in earlier years and later has disappeared. Don't assume because you looked at an 

online transcription that didn't show your ancestor that they are not in that cemetery. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All I Want For Christmas Is A New Surname 
 

Dear Santa: Don't bring me new dishes, 

I don't need a new kind of game. 

Genealogists have peculiar wishes 

For Christmas I just want a surname. 

 

A new washing machine would be great, 

But it's not the desire of my life. 

I've just found an ancestor's birth date; 

What I need now is the name of his wife. 

 

My heart doesn't yearn for a ring 

That would put a real diamond to shame. 

What I want is a much cheaper thing; 

Please give me Mary's last name. 

 

To see my heart singing with joy, 

Don't bring me a read leather suitcase, 

Bring me a genealogist's toy; 

a surname with dates and a place. 

 

(author unknown) 

 

(seen in Illinois State Gen Soc newsletter 1984) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/library/FHL/frameset_library.asp
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/library/FHL/frameset_library.asp
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2011 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Gail Lies    Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Jean Sales   Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Rusty Dancer 

Publicity – Judy Clark    Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Betty Woodall & William Dunavin 


