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M E R R Y   C H R I S T M A S

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

6:00 pm

Western Sizzlin’
(Highland Drive)

Door Prizes & Ornament Exchange

We hope to see everyone at the Christmas Party. Remember to bring your family and enjoy. 
Everyone is responsible for their own meal. When you check out, if you will tell them that you 
are with the Genealogy Society they will include a $1.00 tip for the server.

If you wish to participate in the ornament exchange, just bring an ornament.
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Genealogy Society 
       Of

Craighead County, Arkansas

This month’s meeting will be the
Christmas Party at Western Sizzlin’

       December 7, 2004



******************************************************************************
MEETING HAPPENINGS: On November 21, 2004 our meeting was held at the Jonesboro 
Public Library at 2:00 in the Round Room. Our speaker was James Tichgelaar (pronounced 
Tishler). He is the Assistant Director of the Arkansas State University Museum. He spoke on 
Photo Restoration and Preservation. 

******************************************************************************
DUES

Membership Dues are $15 a year from January to January.  Please send dues to GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403. We would love to have you join us. Corporate Membership is 
$35 a year from January to January.  REMEMBER TO RENEW

******************************************************************************

CORPORATE MEMBERS

Thank you for your membership.

Ken Jones
Body Shop, Inc.
4108 E. Highland
Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 935-1397

Betty Shaw & Associates
2400 E. Johnson
Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 932-6926

Harry Hardwick 
900 Marjorie Drive 
Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 219-2449

Hays Food Town, Inc. 
Michael J. King, President 
503 Levesque 
Wynne, AR 72396 
(870) 238-2656

Golden Grotto
1717 Stadium Blvd
Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 935-8336

Brandi Robinson
Home IV Specialists, Inc.
824 Cobb Street
Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 972-1677

Thank you to all of our Corporate Members for 2004. We hope that you will also be with us in 
2005.

******************************************************************************
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The ladies on the Nominating Committee are Linda Sharp 
sharp@m34u.net, Judy Jernigan jljernigan@eritter.net, Joyce Whitten jwhitten@bscn.com and 
Patsy Penney pwpenney@ritternet.com. They have been working very hard to recommend a 
slate of officers for next year. If you have not been contacted and wish to be an officer, please 
contact one of these ladies. The current recommendations are:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Joyce Holder Publications – Nancy Matthews

******************************************************************************

2

mailto:pwpenney@ritternet.com
mailto:jwhitten@bscn.com
mailto:jljernigan@eritter.net
mailto:sharp@m34u.net


******************************************************************************
JANUARY MEETING: The January meeting will be on Sunday, January 16, 2005 at 2:00 in 
the Jonesboro Library Round Room. This meeting will be Year End Reports and Elections. If 
you would like to be an officer, please contact one of the ladies on the Nominating Committee.

******************************************************************************
BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next Beginning Genealogy classes will be January 10 & 11, 2005 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Please contact Betty Woodall betty.woodall@worldnet.att.net -- 931-4111 
or Nancy Matthews nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net -- 933-8153. There will be a $10.00 deposit 
required.

******************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER:  Many of our Society members have computers in their home and have access 
to e-mail and the Internet. For those members we would like to offer the option of receiving their 
newsletter as Word Document in an e-mail attachment. Please let me (Nancy Matthews) know 
nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net. 

Unless you let me know different, you will continue to receive your newsletter through 
the regular mail. As always the newsletter is available by going to the Society’s Website at 
http://www.freewebs.com/craighead_genealogy/ .

******************************************************************************
Genealogists Christmas

"Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even my spouse.
The dining room table with clutter was spread

With pedigree charts and with letters which said...
"Too bad about the data for which you wrote

Sank in a storm on an ill fated boat."
Stacks of old copies of wills and the such

Were proof that my work had become much to much.
Our children were nestled all snug in their beds,

While visions of sugarplums danced in their heads.
And I at my table was ready to drop

From work on my album with photos to crop.
Christmas was here, and of such was my lot
That presents and goodies and toys I forgot.

Had I not been so busy with grandparent's wills,
I'd not have forgotten to shop for such thrills.

While others had bought gifts that would bring Christmas cheer;
I'd spent time researching those birthdates and years.

While I was thus musing about my sad plight,
A strange noise on the lawn gave me such a great fright.

Away to the window I flew in a flash,
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Tore open the drapes and I yanked up the sash.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear?
But an overstuffed sleigh and eight small reindeer.

Up to the housetop the reindeer they flew,
With a sleigh full of toys, and old Santa Claus too.

And then in a twinkle, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoofs.
The TV antenna was no match for their horns,
And look at our roof with hoof-prints adorned.

As I drew in my head, and bumped it on the sash,
Down the cold chimney fell Santa - KER-RASH!
"Dear" Santa had come from the roof in a wreck,

And tracked soot on the carpet, (I could wring his short neck!)
Spotting my face, good old Santa could see

I had no Christmas spirit you'd have to agree.
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work

And filled all the stockings, (I felt like a jerk).
Here was Santa, who'd brought us such gladness and joy;

When I'd been too busy for even one toy.
He spied my research on the table all spread

"A genealogist!" He cried! (My face was all red!)
"Tonight I've met many like you", Santa grinned.

As he pulled from his sack a large book he had penned.
I gazed with amazement - the cover it read

"Genealogy Lines for Which You Have Plead."
"I know what it's like as a genealogy bug,"
He said as he gave me a great Santa Hug.

"While the elves make the sleighful of toys I now carry,
I do some research in the North Pole Library!

A special treat I am thus able to bring,
To genealogy folks who can't find a thing.

Now off you go to your bed for a rest,
I'll clean up the house from this genealogy mess."

As I climbed up the stairs full of gladness and glee,
I looked back at Santa who'd brought much to me.
While settling in bed, I heard Santa's clear whistle,

To his team which then rose like the down of a thistle
And I heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight,

"Family History is Fun! Merry Christmas! Goodnight!"

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Arkansas State University Museum P.O. Box 490, State University, AR 72467
James H. Tichgelaar http://museum.astate.edu 
Assistant Director jtichgel@astate.edu
870.972.2074 Fax: 870-972-2793

One of the most important pieces of advice that Mr. Tichgelaar had for us regarding our 
photographs was to – LABEL. Use an acid-free marking pen. 

We owe the name "Photography" to Sir John Herschel, who first used the term in 1839, the year 
the photographic process became public. The word is derived from the Greek words for light and 
writing. These first commercial photographs are known as daguerreotypes. The exposure was 
made on a silver plate and took several minutes to expose. The images were clear, crisp and very 
stable. They were always placed in a case. 

The calotype process was developed by Lord Fox Talbot. This process used a negative 
image. The negative was made of paper, therefore, the paper grain would show and the image 
was not as sharp. This made these images less popular. 

The Ambrotype process was yet another method of reducing the cost of photography. 
This type was made from the 1850s to the late 1880s. It became popular for a number of reasons: 
less exposure time was needed; production was cheaper and quicker, as no printing was required; 
unlike Daguerreotypes, they could be viewed from any angle. Ambrotypes became very popular, 
particularly in America. 

Tintypes were made from1856 until the early 1900's. Images were dark but they could be 
mailed. These images were much more durable.

Kodak developed the first camera aimed at the amateur photographer. This camera was 
developed about 1894. Family photographs are now possible.

For the archival copying of photographs use black and white film. Process the film at a photo 
shop – not the one-hour place. Look for rag paper – acid-free and lignon-free. Color is always 
less stable than black and white. The only color processes that are stable are dye processes – 
lithographs. 

Photographic materials prefer cooler temperatures. Avoid storing photos in garages or attics. In 
most homes an interior closet has the most moderate temperatures.

For digital images copy to multiple hard drives. At the present time the highest quality CDs are 
good for 7 to 15 years.

To try and identify images focus on the nose and the ears. They are consistent from childhood to 
adulthood.

Again --- LABEL EVERYTHING ---
Thank you again Mr. Tichgelaar for all the wonderful information that you passed along.
******************************************************************************

5

mailto:jtichgel@astate.edu
http://www.museum.astate.edu/


The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2004 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Donna Ishmael
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Lisa Upton Publications – Nancy Matthews
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