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Next meeting: Sunday, December 3, 1997

ISSUE NUMBER FOUR, VOLUME NUMBER ONE                                          DECEMBER 1997

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Since, we did not hold a meeting in December because of the 
Christmas Holidays, please remember that the January meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. on 
18 January 1998 in the Round Room at the Jonesboro Public Library. Please all try to be there 
so we can have our election for new officers. Everyone be thinking of whom they would like 
to nominate. I'm sorry I have had to be out of town and out of state for so long, especially just 
as the society  is getting started. There are many people there I need to thank for their
patience. Thank you thank you. Our program for the January meeting will be presented by 
Chris Johnson on Newspaper  Research.
*******************************************************************************************************
DUES  will be $15.00 per year, the dues paid for this year (1997) will carry through to 
December of 1998.  Members may place as many queries or items as they like (re.genealogy) 
throughout the year , also if you would like to have your pedigree chart (short form) 
published, please send one. Please send any query or item to:  Jeanette Henson McClure, 1500 
Garland Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401.
*******************************************************************************************************
DUES should be sent to : Hilda Wilcox, P.O. Box 2401, Jonesboro, AR. 72402. (E-mail 
stretch@insolwwb.net) If you have any questions or need information, please write or call our 
President, Mr. Mike Garner, 1204 Arrowhead Farm Rd., Jonesboro, AR 72401 (870) 974-5621. 
There is also voice mail on this phone number. (E-mail mwgarner@insolwwb.net)
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER: The newsletter is published monthly and any visitors to our meetings will 
receive one complimentary copy.  We NEED QUERIES  and any other info you may like to 
have published re. gene. of course. We want to start publishing records of  Craighead Co. 
also, who would like to help  transcribe some records.,  we need a committee,   Come on 
people, give us some input....
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER ON-LINE: Our monthly newsletter is on-line and can be accessed at 
<http://www.insolwwb.net/~nlmatthews/newsletter.htm>. Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated.
*******************************************************************************************************
Members with an e-mail address or a Home Page who would like to have their “addresses” 
posted need to contact Nancy Matthews <nlmatthews@insolwwb.net>. 
*******************************************************************************************************
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Request from Habersham County, Georgia -- In the 1850 census a Col. Cleveland was the 
census taker, in his infinite wisdom he only listed the names of the head of household, the 
spouses and children he just put initials. What Habersham County is attempting to do is 
identify the maiden names and children’s names that don't show on the 1850 Habersham 
County Georgia Census. This research has been going on for well over a year and it's a long 
way from being completed. If any one has any information on anybody in this census, please 
email me, Kris Gragg at krisg@cyberhighway.net and I will forward it along to the person in 
charge of this project. You can also contact Nancy Matthews.
*******************************************************************************************************

Grandma’s Connected

In the not too distant past to make electronic greetings.
-I remember very well- She prints pictures by the pounds.
Grandma's tended to their knitting,
and their cookies were just swell. She's right there when you need her,

You really aren't alone.
They were always at the ready, She's out now with her "puter" pals,
when you needed some advice. but she took her new cell phone.
And their sewing (I can tell you)
Was available - and nice. You can also leave a message

on her answering machine;
Well, Grandma's not deserted you. or page her at the fun meet.
She dearly loves you still. She's been there since nine fifteen.
You just won't find her cooking,
but she's right here at the till. Yes, the world's a very different place,

there is no doubt of that.
She thinks about you daily - So "E" her from her web page,
you haven't been forsook. or join her in a chat.
Your photos are quite handy,
in her Pentium notebook. She's joined the electronic age,

and it really seems to suit her.
She scans your art work now though, So don't expect the same old gal,
and combines it with cool sounds, cause Grandma's gone "Computer".

*******************************************************************************************************
"In the beginning of a change, the Patriot is a scarce man and brave, hated and scorned. 
When his cause succeeds however, the timid join him, for then it costs nothing to be a 
Patriot."  Mark Twain.
*******************************************************************************************************
ILLINOIS: Several people have recently asked me about research in Illinois, so there is a two 
page article in this newsletter that will give all the info necessary to get in touch with the 
IRAD, it is very helpful, and the copies are very reasonable. If you can go to one of the 
holding places, the people are usually college students and are also helpful. Be sure to send a 
SASE.
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GEORGE H. RYAN
SECRETARY OF STATE

ILLINOIS REGIONAL ARCHIVES
DEPOSITORY SYSTEM

IRAD Research Policy
The Illinois Regional Archives 

Depository System (IRAD) encourages use 
of its collection by researchers interested in 
family and local history. In-person and 
telephone research requests will be handled 
by IRAD staff at the seven regional 
depositories.

In-Person Research
Researchers may visit an IRAD 

depository and examine the records which 
are available. The seven IRAD depositories 
are open Monday through Friday. 
Depositories are closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays, state holidays, and any weekend 
the university libraries are closed. Hours are 
reduced in June and July. Researchers are 
urged to call before planning a visit to a 
depository. Consult reverse side for 
individual depository hours.

Research Requests
IRAD welcomes mail and telephone 

requests from researchers interested in 
genealogy and local history. In order for 
depository staff to conduct a search of the 
IRAD holdings, researchers should provide 
the following information:

1. The full name of the person they 
are researching; 
2. The approximate year this person 
is expected to appear in a record;
3. The county which created the record;
4. A record title/type to search.

Include any additional information that may assist in locating the person or information requested (such 
as township or precinct for searchers of tax and elections records).

Researchers are also asked to limit requests to two (2) names at a time and to wait for a response to one 
request before submitting additional requests. Inquiries should be sent directly to the depository holding the 
records of the county to be searched.

County Listings
The types of local government records held by IRAD vary from county to county. Listings of county, 
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township and municipal records held at the regional depositories are available upon request. The listings are 
arranged by county and sorted by office and record title within each county/ Please limit requests to five (5) 
counties at a time. County listings and additional information about the IRAD System may be obtained from: 
Information Services/IRAD, Illinois State Archives, Archives Building, Springfield, IL 62756. Telephone: (217) 
785-1266.

Fees
The research services of the IRAD System are provided at no charge through the courtesy of the 

Secretary of State. Therefore, when requesting information by mail, a self-addressed, stamped envelope is not 
necessary. However, there may be a photocopy fee, for which you will be billed.

Loan Policy
Because they are irreplaceable, IRAD records do not circulate and must be used in the depository. 

Microfilm that is on deposit at one depository may be transferred to another IRAD depository at the request of 
the researcher. However, microfilm may not be borrowed through the interlibrary loan system.

NIU
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
Swen Parson Hall
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115
• Telephone: (815) 753-1779
• Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

WIU
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
University Library
Western Illinois University
Macomb, IL 61455
• Telephone: (309) 298-2717
• Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ISU
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
Williams Hall
Illinois State University
Normal, IL 61761
• Telephone: (309) 452-6027
• Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.;
12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

SSU
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
Brookens Library
Sangamon Illinois University
Springfield, IL 62794
• Telephone: (217) 786-6520
• Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

EIU
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
Booth Library
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920
• Telephone: (217) 581-6093
• Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
• 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

SIU
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
c/o Special Collections
Morris Library
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, IL 62901
• Telephone: (618) 453-3040
• Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

UNI
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
University Library
Northeastern Illinois University
5500 N. St. Louis Avenue
Chicago, IL 60625-4699
• Telephone: (312) 794-6279
• Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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WHY STUDY FAMILY HISTORY ???  Perhaps the most basic answer is that by finding out 
where you came from you may find out more about who you are. To appreciate the struggles 
your ancestors endured, to re-create what it felt like to live in another time and place, to 
imagine what it must have been like for those who came before us is to uncover something 
about yourself.  A quote from McCaulay says it this way, "People who take no pride in the 
achievements of remote ancestors will never achieve anything worthy to be remembered  by 
remote descendants." Every family is unique and has an oral tradition that can be explored 
and built upon. You may never duplicate the success of Alex Haley and ROOTS, but you , 
too, can experience the same thrill and excitement that Haley felt when he was able to trace 
his lineage to his "furthest-back-ancestor."  Any search involves a certain amount of luck. 
Every family , sooner or later, disappears into the great unknown.  It is my hope however, 
that some of the following suggestions and ideas for tracing your own roots will be helpful 
should you decide that you owe it to yourself and future generations to begin a search for 
your family's history.  Happy Hunting!!!!!!  READ you newsletter.....
*******************************************************************************************************
CENSUS RESEARCH:  Begin your research in the most recent indexed census. The 1920 
census is the latest one released.  Imagine my feeling when I found my mother listed with her 
family, at age six on this census, she is now 83.   The 1910 census showed me my father, with 
his family, at age 4.  The 1910 census is indexed for only the following states: Alabama, 
Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia.  If your ancestor did not live in one of these states, 
begin your search with the census records  for 1900 or 1920.  Both are indexed for all states. 
All of the older census that have been indexed in book form are great, but some of our 
ancestors were not found, or not indexed, so be careful.  Do not become discouraged  if you 
do not  immediately find them there. So many of the names have been transcribed incorrectly 
also, so check all spellings. I have read many many microfilms looking for "lost ancestors" 
and have been lucky to find most of them altho' they did not show up in the census indexes.  
*******************************************************************************************************
SCOTCH-IRISH MIGRATIONS:  Migrations from Scotland to America began after 1707, 
continued during the colonial years and peaked in the early 1770's. Between 1763 and 1776 
about 25,000 Scots left their homeland. More than 5,000 settled in North Carolina during the 
earliest period. By 1775 an estimated 10 to 20,000 Scots were living in the American colonies, 
usually  favoring the frontiers. Almost every colony received some Scotch-Irish, Pennsylvania 
being the most popular.  Scots followed the Great  Wagon Road, which began near 
Philadelphia, ran westward  through Lancaster to the Susquehanna River, then through the 
Shenandoah Valley in Virginia to Staunton Gap, crossed the Dan River in North Carolina, 
and terminated at the Yadkin River at which point, other roads led through western North 
Carolina and into Tennessee and South Carolina. Migrations from Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
Tennessee, and North Carolina brought settlers into Kentucky.  Settlements in Tennessee 
came from Virginia, North and South Carolina migrations. Migrations from North and South 
Carolina  were also made into Georgia and Alabama. The southern migration began aboout 
1740 in  North Carolina and Pennsylvania. Families moved South to Western Virginia, 
western North Carolina and eastern Tennessee. 
*******************************************************************************************************
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

1204 Arrowhead Farm Road
Jonesboro, AR  72401

Newsletter Staff
Jeanette McClure
Nancy Matthews

OFFICERS
President:     Mike Garner
Vice President:     Jeanette McClure
Secretary/Treasurer:     Hilda Wilcox
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