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Genealogy Society

Of
Craighead County, Arkansas

This month’s meeting is
November 16, 2025

NOVEMBER 2025

MEETING HAPPENINGS:

We held our October Meeting on
Saturday, October 18, 2025 as part of the
AGS “Watch Party” in The First Community
Bank Community Room 8101 US49,
Brookland, AR
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:
The Executive Board Meeting for November
was held on November, 2025 in The First
Community Bank Community Room at
Hilltop

1. Upcoming Programs
Elections
Genealogy Event in Lake City
November Meeting
Christmas Party
The next scheduled board meeting will
be January 10, 2026.
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Rhonda Ryan

Become a Corporate Sponsor. Let
us advertise your business. Corporate
Membership is $35 a year. Your business will
be advertised in our newsletter each month as
well as on our Webpage. You will also
receive monthly newsletters. We would be
proud to have you join us.

Contact Debbie Powers
gravederll1@outlook.com.
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NOVEMBER MEETING: Our November
Meeting will be held on November 16, 2025
at The First Community Bank Community
Room at 630 Southwest Drive, Jonesboro,
AR.

Our speaker will be Rhonda Ryan. She
will be sharing some of her experiences as a
retired US Air Force Veteran.
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Will share Experiences as a

Retired US Air Force Veteran

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas
Meeting Room - First Community Bank - 630 Southwest Drive

November 16, 2025 ~~ Time: 2: 00 - 3:30
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QUERY:

Isabella Brock isabellaebrock@gmail.com
Subject: Genealogy Guidance - Louis Mackrell Brock

My name is Isabella Brock, I'm 26 years old from Los Angeles, California. I have been
researching my genealogy since 2020 and have roots in Craighead County. My last name, Brock,
goes back to a man named Louis Mackrell Brock who was born November 6, 1891 in Craighead
County. I have spent many hours researching but cannot find who his parents are to continue
tracing back my Brock lineage. The 1900 Federal Census has Louis and his older brother
William Turner Brock (born March 11, 1889) living with their paternal aunt Maggie Parlee
Hickman (maiden name Brock) and her husband and children. Louis's parents are listed as
unknown on many documents. One delayed birth certificate from the Arkansas State Board of
Health lists his parents as William Brock and Martha Marcul/Markle (birthdates unknown, both
born in Mississippi but residing in Craighead County by time of Louis birth).

Despite having some information on Louis's brother, aunt and parents I have been unable to find
any concrete leads on Louis's parents or additional relatives on the Brock side. I am looking for
your advice or guidance on other avenues to search at a local level to try to find more
information. Historical information from the time period may be helpful, to understand why
Louis may have been living with his aunt at such a young age.

Thank you in advance,
Isabella
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G e n e a lo gy Come together with friends, family, and neighbors for an unforgettable genealogy potluck event filled

with laughter, connection, and mouthwatering family dishes!

' . Attendees are encouraged to bring a dish made from a family recipe and tell the story behind each dish.
W Volunteers from the Genealogy Society to assist with beginner tips and resources.

—';7;#\ Pre-registration will be required and the library will be open only for this event.
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@ Saturday, 22nd November 2025
& from10AMto1PM

McAdams Public Library

106 Cobean Blvd, Lake City u e e

Register: mcadamslibrary@gmail.com or 870-237-4407

Space is limited so be sure to register soon.
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GSCCA Board
President — Irene Goble Recording Secretary — Kathy Simpson
Vice President — Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary — Susie Grommet
Treasurer — Candy Ellis Historian — Jan Beasley
Membership Director -- Debbie Powers Publicity — Elizabeth Stokes
Publications/Newsletters — Nancy Matthews Members-At-Large: Laura Rooks

Honorary: Lynn Dowdy & Deanna Ketcher

ELECTIONS:

Elections are in January 2026. The current Officers & Board Members are listed above.
We will have some openings. Please, Please let us know if you are interested in being a part of
our Board. You can email at gscca@suddenlink.net or nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. You can
also call at 870-219-0535. Next month, we will have a list of recommendations.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY

Saturday, December 6, 2024
12:00 noon - 3:00 pm

Fat City Steak & Grill House
3721 E. Johnson and Airport Road

Door Prizes
Bring your family and enjoy the fun and games.

Everyone is responsible for their own meals and tip.

Collections for local food banks
The past few years we have collected donations for Helping Neighbors Food Pantry. This year

we will also collect for other food pantries. You can bring your donations to the Christmas Party.
They will be delivered as soon as possible.
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When was Thanksgiving made a national holiday?

The harvest event at Plimouth was sadly only a one-time affair, and it wouldn’t be until 1863 that
President Lincoln would declared it a national holiday.

Despite its differences from today’s affair, there are still many opinions about how to celebrate
Thanksgiving. For some it’s a celebration of coming together in the midst of a harsh
environment, while for others its a reminder of the harsh history in our nation's past treatment of
Indigenous peoples. Wherever you land, remember that both the colonists and Wampanoag have
histories of celebrating harvests throughout the ages, giving thanks to God, the earth, or to
whoever was worshipped for what they had grown and would hopefully sustain them through the
winter. Counting one’s blessings, however small, is something that definitely embodies the spirit
of the first Thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving Fun Facts

The first Turkey Trot dates back to the 1890s.
Buffalo, New York, was the first city to host a Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving morning in 1896.

Pumpkin pie isn't actually Thanksgiving's favorite pie.
According to its research, apple pies are America's favorite, with pumpkin coming in second
place.

Female turkeys don't gobble.
Only male turkeys make the well-known "gobble, gobble" sound that has come to be associated
with the holiday.

The tradition of football on Thanksgiving was started by college teams.
The tradition of football on Thanksgiving began in 1876 with a game between Yale and
Princeton.

The first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade featured Central Park Zoo
animals.

The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade was originally called the "Macy's Christmas Parade" to
kick off the holiday shopping season. Held in 1924, the first parade included monkeys, bears,
camels, and elephants borrowed from the Central Park Zoo instead of the traditional character
balloons we know today.

"Jingle Bells'" was originally a Thanksgiving Day song.

Before becoming a Christmas holiday anthem, "Jingle Bells" was an 1857 song titled "One
Horse Open Sleigh," and its composer, James Pierpont, intended it to be a Thanksgiving Day
song.


https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/21/us/thanksgiving-myths-fact-check.html
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/wild_turkey/sounds
https://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/a28714523/watch-macys-thanksgiving-day-parade/
https://www.history.com/news/the-first-macys-thanksgiving-day-parade
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1924/11/28/104060331.pdf?pdf_redirect=true&ip=0
https://www.housebeautiful.com/entertaining/holidays-celebrations/g999/christmas-home-decor/
https://www.businessinsider.com/thanksgiving-fun-facts-2017-11#jingle-bells-was-originally-a-thanksgiving-song-5
https://www.businessinsider.com/thanksgiving-fun-facts-2017-11#jingle-bells-was-originally-a-thanksgiving-song-5

Butterball has had a Turkey Talk-Line for nearly 40 years.

If you find yourself with a million questions about cooking your turkey and Google is too
overwhelming, reach for the phone because the Butterball Turkey Talk-Line is real and there to
help you.

Thanksgiving leftovers led to the invention of iconic TV dinners.

Well, sort of. In 1953, an overzealous Swanson employee overestimated the number of frozen
turkeys the company should order for Thanksgiving—and the company was left with 260 tons of
extra turkey after the holiday.
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Old Time Occupations: Ships passenger lists, census returns and other documents used in
genealogy may give an ancestor’s occupation, this list gives more modern interpretations of
those terms.

Keeler — bargeman
Keller — salt keeper
Kellogg — slaughter man
Kempster — wool comber
Kepegest — innkeeper

Lardner - official in charge of pig food or keeper of the cupboard
Latouner — worker in latten (a metal resembling brass)

Lavender — washer woman

Lederer — leather maker

Leech — physician

Limeburner — maker of lime

Limner — draughtsman or artist

Lokeer — locksmith

Longshoreman — stevedor

Lorimer/lormer — bridlemaker

Macon/Macun/Marson — mason

Malender — farmer

Malster — brewer of malted beverages (beer)
Manciple — steward

Marescallus — marshall

Marshall — horse servant, or groom

Mason — stone carver

Mayer — physician

Medicus — leech; doctor

Mercator — merchant

Millow — miller

Millwright — one who designs or builds mills
Mintmaster — issuer of local currency [mintner?]
Molendinarius/Muner — miller

Monger — seller (of goods ie. ale, fish)
Muleskinner — teamster To be continued:


http://www.butterball.com/turkey-talk-line
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/tray-bon-96872641/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/tray-bon-96872641/
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TEL: 870-243-8266
AprilNorwood.GlossGenius.com
instagram/facebook: April Singleton Norwood

630 Southwest Drive
Jonesboro, AR 72401
870-932-5600

Lost
Pizza Co.

Get Lost

www.LostPizza.com

906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1
Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401
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Craighead County Jonesboro .

Public’Library
Digital Photos Collection

http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/
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Lacey Harris
Marketing Director
521 Southwest Drive
Joneshoro, AR 72401

Ph: 870.933.CARE (2273)
Fax: 870.336.HOME (4663)

STEVE
SCHMIDT

cGP

Certified Fabricator-installer
Licensed Contractor

(p) 870.781.8429
(c) 870.919.1888

130 Colony Drive
Bay, AR72411

schmidtcountertops@gmail.com
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