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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting is  
Editor: Nancy Matthews  
  

 

VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR, ISSUE NUMBER ELEVEN     NOVEMBER 2020 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS:  
The November Meeting was, unfortunately, 

canceled. As long at the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library remains closed, it is 

necessary to cancel our meetings. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for November 

was held on November 7, 2020 at 1:00 Lost 

Pizza at Southwest Drive and Alexander 

Drive. 

1. Calendars for 2021 

2. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be January 9, 2021. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

NOVEMBER  MEETING: 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

TEMPORARY REMOTE ACCESS 

TO ANCESTRY LIBRARY 

EDITION 
 

You can now temporarily access our 

Library’s subscription to Ancestry. Remote 

access has been extended until December 31, 

2020.  

 

To access: 

Go to: www.libraryinjonesboro.org 

Hover on “Research”  

Click on “Databases” 

Click on “Database List” 

Click on “Ancestry Library” 

Use your library bar code and pin number to 

log in. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Member Home Libraries: Do you have 

genealogy books in your personal home 

library? Would you be willing to do a look-up 

for others? Most of us have books from 

several states and counties.  

We are all facing difficulties trying to 

research. Many of the libraries or courthouses 

that we need to visit have limited access or no 

access at all.  

So, we are creating a “Look-Up” 

Page. If you will send a list of books along 

with the email address you want connected to 

the lookups to gscca@suddenlink.net, your 

books will be added to the list. 

Your contributions to this new page 

will be greatly appreciated.  

The page is now located at 

http://www.gscca.net/look-ups. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2021 Calendar: I am sorry that this is such 

short notice. Do you have any Firefighters, 

Police Officers, Nurses, or other Community 

Service ancestors? We would like to honor 

them this year. Please images as soon as you 

can to nlmatthews@suddenlink.net or 

gscca@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

http://www.libraryinjonesboro.org/
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
http://www.gscca.net/look-ups
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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VIRTUAL Genealogy Programs 
 

These programs are being presented by the Tennessee Genealogical Society, The Allen County 

Public Library, The Allen County Genealogical Society plus many other organizations. 

 

The list is growing to the point that it is getting too big for the newsletter. It is now located on 

our Website at http://www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm. As we become aware of other programs that 

we believe might be of interest to our members, they will be added to this list. Additions  are 

made almost on a daily basis. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Once again, we are looking for someone to fill a position. We are in need of a Vice-President. If 

you would be interested in serving on the GSCCA Board as Vice-President, please contact the 

Society at gscca@suddenlink.net. Your help would be appreciated. 

 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Open  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Irene Goble, Lynn Dowdy & Gail Lies 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

http://www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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September marked the 400th anniversary of when the Mayflower departed Plymouth, England. 

Its “cargo” consisted of 102 passengers and about 30 crew. They were bound for the New World 

and a new beginning. 

 

The Mayflower finally departed for the New World on September 6, 1620, and took 66 days to 

cross the Atlantic. There were winter storms, some so treacherous that the sails could not be used 

and the ship simply drifted. Long periods of seasickness left many passengers barely able to 

stand up during the voyage. 

 

Their intended destination was the northern part of Virginia Colony and the Hudson River (today 

New York City), as the passengers had heard good reports about this area, but the Mayflower 

missed it by a few degrees. When rough seas nearly shipwrecked it, they decided to stay and 

explore their present landing site, Cape Cod. 

 

No official lists exist of items the passengers should have brought, but historians have come up 

with some key items: biscuit, beer, salt, dried beef, oats, peas, cider, shirts, shoes, stockings, 

sewing needles, canvas sheets, blankets, 20 pounds of powder, iron pot, kettle, frying pan, 

spoons of wood, napkins, soap, hoes, axes, hammers, shovels, nails, locks for doors, grinding 

stone. 

 

During their first winter in the New World, the colonists suffered greatly from lack of shelter, 

scurvy and deteriorating conditions aboard ship. Those who died were 75% of the women (only 

5 women survived), 50% of the men, 36% of the boys, and 18% (2) of the girls. They were 

buried on Cole’s Hill in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

 

Every living descendant of a "Mayflower" passenger, as far as known, is descended from one of 

the twenty-two (22) passengers named in the following list.  Applications for membership in the 

Society of Mayflower Descendants mush show descent from one of these men: 

John Alden, Isaac Allerton, John Billington, William Bradford, William Brewster, Peter Braown, 

James Chilton, Francis Cooke, Edward Doty, Francis Eaton, Edward Fuller, Dr. Samuel Fuller, 

Stephen Hopkins, John Howland, Degory Priest, Thomas Rogers, Henry Samson, George Soule, 

Myles Standish, Richard Warren, William White, Edward Winslow 

Today there are about 35 million descendants. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

VIRTUAL Genealogy Program  -- Land Ho! Calling All Mayflower Descendants 

-- presented by the Genealogical Society of Bergen County, New Jersey -- November 23, 2020 -- 

6:00 PM to 7:30 PM CST -- speaker: Kathleen Kaldis. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ANCESTRY.COM has added a new collection. On October 15, 2020 they launched a 

new “Marriage Index Collection” of 200 million records for marriages, engagements and 

anniversaries from Newspapers.com. This was the initial launch and the collection will be added 

to as additional records are processed. To access the collection: Click on “Search”, Click on 

“Card Catalog”, type “Newspapers.com” into the Title Box and click on search.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library has increased their hours. The 

library is now open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. It 

is no longer necessary to make an appointment to use the computer, however, seating is limited. 

The library has also opened up a small section for those who wish to do genealogy research. 

There are a few tables available near the genealogy section that can be used two people per table. 

If you need any books, let a staff member know and they will access them for you. The 

Microfilm machines are also available for use. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tennessee State Library & Archives (TSLA). Even though they are not currently 

offering workshops or programs (virtually or in person). Previously offered workshops are 

available for free viewing. 

Searching for online records and resources is available (including digital records and 

newspapers from the state). 

Website: https://sos.tn.gov/tsla  

Here is a sampling of offerings: 

Workshop series: 

Tour of the Tennessee Virtual Archive 

Using Historical Newspapers in your Research 

Locked Up: Finding Ancestors in Prisoners and Asylums 

Land Platting (J. Mark Lowe presentation) 

 

Tennessee Historical Maps are also available. 

The ongoing study of Revolutionary War Soldiers who were from Tennessee or came to 

Tennessee (usually from Virginia or North Carolina) is also available. If you have Tennessee 

ancestors, you may find them in this resource. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

November 2, 1734 - American frontiersman Daniel Boone (1734-1820) was born in Berks 

County, near Reading, Pennsylvania. 

 

November 9, 1965 - At 5:16 p.m., the Great Blackout of the Northeast began as a tripped circuit 

breaker at a power plant on the Niagara River caused a chain reaction sending power surges 

knocking out interconnected power companies down the East Coast. The blackout affected over 

30 million persons, one-sixth of the entire U.S. population. Electricity also failed in Ontario and 

Quebec. 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla
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November 13, 1942 - The five Sullivan Brothers from Waterloo, Iowa, were lost in the sinking 

of the cruiser USS Juneau by a Japanese torpedo off Guadalcanal during WWII in the Pacific. 

Following their deaths, the U.S. Navy changed regulations to prohibit close relatives from 

serving on the same ship.  

 

November 20, 1962 - The Cuban Missile Crisis concluded at President John F. Kennedy 

announced he had lifted the U.S. Naval blockade of Cuba stating, “The evidence to date indicates 

that all known offensive missile sites in Cuba have been dismantled.” 

 

November 25, 1783 - At the end of the Revolutionary War, the last British troops left New York 

City. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

10 Words to Master When Researching Women in 

Newspapers 
 

Posted on March 20, 2020 by Karen Lee 

 

From: Fishwrap - The Official Blog of Newspapers.com 

 

Researching your female ancestors is often tricky, but historical newspapers can help you break 

through those frustrating brick walls.  

 

Have you ever been reading about a female ancestor in the newspaper and seen them called a 

“relict”? Learning words like this can help us wring every last bit of information from a 

newspaper piece we find about our relative. 

 

Brush up on 10 genealogy vocab words you might encounter while researching your female 

ancestors! 

1. Consort: Spouse. 

2. Dower: A widow’s legal share of her deceased husband’s estate. 

3. Executrix: A woman appointed by the deceased to carry out the terms, directions, 

and requests in a will. The feminine version of “executor.” 

4. Goodwife. A title (similar to Mrs.) used before the surname of a married woman. 

Or, the female head of a household. 

5. Granddame/grande dame: Grandmother. Or, an influential or prestigious woman, 

often elderly. 

6. Matron: A married woman, often of a mature age. 

7. Nee/née: “Born.” Used to indicate a woman’s maiden name. 

8. Relict: Widow. 

9. Spinster: An unmarried woman, often older than what is considered the usual 

marriage age. 

10. Testatrix: A woman who has written a will. The feminine version of “testator.” 

  

https://blog.newspapers.com/10-words-to-master-when-researching-women-in-newspapers/
https://blog.newspapers.com/10-words-to-master-when-researching-women-in-newspapers/
https://blog.newspapers.com/10-words-to-master-when-researching-women-in-newspapers/
https://blog.newspapers.com/author/klee/


 

6 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 
798 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

     Genealogy Lock-In 
      8th Winter Edition - February 6, 2021 
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mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
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