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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 November 20, 2011 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER FIFTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER ELEVEN                        NOVEMBER 2011 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: The 

October Meeting was held on October 16, 

2011 at 2:00 p.m. in the Round Room at the 

Jonesboro Craighead Public Library.  

 Our speaker was Dr. Marti Allen from 

the Arkansas State University Museum. 

Thank you to Dr. Allen for all her information 

on the new programs at ASU. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for November 

was held on November 12, 2011. 

1. Beginners Class 

2. 2012 Calendars 

3. Nominating Committee 

4. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be January 7, 2011 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NOVEMBER MEETING: The November 

Meeting will be held in the Round Room at 

the Jonesboro Craighead County Public 

Library on November 20, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.  

 Our speaker will be Sylvia Evans. She 

will be telling us about Poinsett County 

History and the New Museum. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class was moved from 

the first part of October and will be Monday 

& Tuesday, February 6 & 7, 2012 at the 

Jonesboro Library from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Please contact Nancy Matthews – 870-

219-0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net for 

additional information on upcoming Classes. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2012 CALENDARS: Thank you to 

everyone that contributed pictures Craighead 

County Families for our 2012 Calendar.  

 

 
Calendars will be available at the meeting on 

Sunday, November 20, 2011. They are $5 

each. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Your 

help is needed. In January it will again be 

time for elections. We are looking for people 

that would be willing to serve on the 

Nominating Committee. If you are interested, 

please contact Nancy Matthews – 870-219-

0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. Your help 

will be greatly appreciated. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: 
In an effort to prevent duplication, we 

have a new Volunteer Coordinator, Patsy 

Penney pwpenney@att.net. Please let her 

know about a project that you are working on.  

Current know projects are: Probate 

Index -- Photographing Loose Probate Pagers 

-- Updating Cemeteries. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

November 2011 --  

     November 20 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

December 2011 -- 

     December 10 - Christmas Party at Ryan’s - 11:30 a.m. until about 1:30 p.m. 

January 2012 --  

      January 7 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      January 15 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

            Elections 

February 2012 --  

      February 11 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Rm - Jonesboro Library 

      February 19 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Christmas Party 

 
Saturday, December 10, 2010 

Ryan’s 

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Door Prizes 

 
Bring your family and enjoy. Everyone is responsible for their own meal. We will have an Ornament 

Exchange (for those that would like to participate.) There is a $5.00 limit on the ornament. There will 

also be Door Prizes. 

We hope to see everyone there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Creating a 1940 Census Index 
     from: GenealogyInsider posted 10 November 2011 

FamilySearch has created a page to recruit volunteers for transcribing the 1940 census, scheduled 

for release April 2, 2012.  (We’re just 146 days from 1940 census nirvana!)   

Unlike previous censuses, images of 1940 census records will be available free on the National 

Archives and Records Administration website. You won’t be able to search for an ancestor’s 

name right away; instead, you’ll have to browse the record by enumeration district.  

FamilySearch is coordinating a volunteer effort to index those images as soon as they’re 

released, so you’ll be able to search by name and click to see the record where the name appears.  

If you want to help create the free, searchable 1940 census index, go here and sign up on the 

right side of https://familysearch.org/1940Census.  

Starting in mid-April, subscription website Ancestry.com also will begin streaming 1940 census 

records onto its website, where records will be free to search at least through 2013.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

101 Best Websites for 2011  
6/9/2011  

By David A. Fryxell  

 

 Genealogy CSI: Death and DNA  
 101 Best Websites for 2011: Tools for finding death records and using genetic genealogy  

 American Battle Monuments Commission  www.abmc.gov  

Search 24 overseas military cemeteries and commemorative Tablets of the Missing totaling more than 214,000 American 

servicemen and women.  

 Family Tree DNA  www.familytreedna.com  

Family Tree DNA is a leader in paid testing services, and its website lets users match their DNA against 327,000 records and 6,300 

surname projects.  

 Find a Grave  www.findagrave.com  

Having recently used this unassuming site to break down some brick walls, we’re big fans of this ever-growing, easy-to-search 

gravestone database. You can search 59 million grave records, many with headstone photos, or browse by cemetery.  

 GeneTree  www.genetree.com  

The Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation has collected more than 100,000 DNA samples from more than 150 countries. Here 

that data comes together with online family trees and testing services.  

 Interment.net  www.interment.net  

A useful supplement to the larger Find a Grave, this cemetery site adds international coverage and data on cemeteries that no 

longer exist, veterans’ cemeteries, California mission graveyards and Woodmen of the World burials.  

 Names in Stone  www.namesinstone.com  

A smaller but snazzier addition to the cemetery-site landscape, Names in Stone offers dynamic updating, interactive mapping and 

GPS coordinates. Membership ($7.95 per month, $39.99 per year) adds extra privileges, including saved searches, automatic 

notifications of new data and a cemeteries of interest list.  

 Nationwide Gravesite Locator  http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/  

This stateside counterpart to the American Battle Monuments Commission searches burials of veterans and their families in VA 

National Cemeteries, state veterans cemeteries, and various other military and Department of Interior cemeteries. It also finds 

veterans buried in private cemeteries when the grave bears a government marker.  

 

 

https://familysearch.org/1940Census
http://www.abmc.gov/
http://www.abmc.gov/
http://www.familytreedna.com/
http://www.familytreedna.com/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.genetree.com/
http://www.genetree.com/
http://www.interment.net/
http://www.interment.net/
http://www.namesinstone.com/
http://www.namesinstone.com/
http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
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 Crossing the Pond  
 101 Best Websites for 2011: Researching immigrant ancestors  

 Castle Garden  www.castlegarden.org  

Though 2 million records await digitizing, this searchable database nonetheless boasts 11 million records of arrivals through Castle 

Garden, America’s first official immigration center from 1820 through 1892. So if your ancestors arrived before Ellis Island, this 

should be your first stop in tracing them.  

 Danish Demographic Database  http://ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm  

No need to play Hamlet and dither over your Danish roots. Here you can search nearly 13 million census records and 400,000 

emigration records, 1868 to 1908, all without spending a krone.  

 Digitalarkivet  http://digitalarkivet.uib.no/  

The 1910 Norwegian census is now available at this record-packed site from the National Archives of Norway, joining the 

enumerations from 1801, 1865, 1875 and 1900 and a growing collection of digitized parish records.  

 Ellis Island  www.ellisisland.org/  

See why Ellis Island is synonymous with coming to America in this searchable database of 25 million records of passenger arrivals 

through the port of New York (1892 to 1924).  

 Federation of East European Family History Societies  http://feefhs.org/  

Founded in 1992 and online since 1996, this genealogy group has kept up with the times—sporting a redesigned website with a 

clickable map of resources and an extensive digital map library.  

 Find My Past $  www.findmypast.co.uk/home.jsp  

This burgeoning site has surged into the lead in the crowded UK genealogy field, offering complete census coverage (1841 to 

1911), vital records, parish records, passenger records and more. A new project with the British Library will digitize post-1832 UK 

electoral registers and records of baptisms, marriages and burials from the archives of the India Office. And don’t overlook its free 

Family Tree Explorer tree-building tool. Complete access runs about $178 per year.  

 Genlias  www.genlias.nl/en/page0.jsp  

Lucky is the genealogist with Dutch ancestors, because this free site serves up 15 million records covering about 61 million people, 

primarily from post-1811 civil registers—a key source for tracing roots in the Netherlands. Earlier parish records are being added 

to the roster, along with inheritance declarations dating from 1808.  

 Origins Network $  www.origins.net/  

About $90 a year buys you full access to this set of sites, or you can pick either the British Origins collection (including the National 

Wills index and 1841, 1861 and 1871 censuses) or Irish Origins for about $15.50 per month. The latter includes the 1851 Dublin 

City Census, the Irish Wills Index (1484 to 1858) and 1890 passenger lists.  

 PolishRoots  www.polishroots.org/  

This completely revamped site covers all the areas historically part of the Polish Commonwealth, with a getting-started guide, 

maps, links and archives of the Gen Dobry! e-zine.  

 ScotlandsPeople $  www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  

If ye canna find yer Scottish ancestors among the 80 million records here, ye’re just not tryin’, laddie. The 1911 census joins 

earlier enumerations from 1841 to 1901, parish records and statutory registers; you can start searching for about $11. Sections on 

wills and testaments (1513 to 1901) and coats of arms (1672 to 1907) are free.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ARE YOU MISSING OUT? 
 

Are you aware that the Jonesboro Craighead Public Library has a number of rolls of microfilm 

from outside Craighead County? In addition to Craighead County Marriages, there are marriage 

records for Lawrence, Jackson, Mississippi and Poinsett Counties. There are early Tax Records 

for Craighead, Fulton, Independence, Izard, Jackson, Lawrence, Poinsett, Randolph, St. Francis 

and Woodruff Counties. 

 

We also have a number of rolls of microfilm from North Carolina. There are Wills, Apprentice 

Bonds, Bastardly Bonds and Guardianships. 

 

There is a small collection of CD’s that includes: The Roster of Union Soldiers 1861-1865; The 

Jonesboro Sun from January 2007 to October 2011; The Prior Birth Index, Volumes I - IX and 

Arkansas Death Certificate Index 1935-1960. 

 

Ask at any of the staff at the information desk and they will get the CD’s for you. You  can then 

use them at any of the library computers of on your own laptop. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.castlegarden.org/
http://www.castlegarden.org/
http://ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm
http://ddd.dda.dk/ddd_en.htm
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/101-best-websites-2011-crossing-the-pond
http://digitalarkivet.uib.no/
http://digitalarkivet.uib.no/
http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/101-best-websites-2011-crossing-the-pond
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/101-best-websites-2011-crossing-the-pond
http://feefhs.org/
http://feefhs.org/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/home.jsp
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/101-best-websites-2011-crossing-the-pond
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/101-best-websites-2011-crossing-the-pond
http://www.genlias.nl/en
http://www.genlias.nl/en/page0.jsp
http://www.origins.net/
http://www.origins.net/
http://www.polishroots.org/
http://www.polishroots.org/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

To Grandmother’s House We Go 
 

Over the river and through the woods, 

To grandmother’s house we go; 

The horse knows the way to carry the sleigh, 

 Through the white and drifted snow, oh! 

Over the river and through the woods, 

Oh, how the wind does blow! 

It stings the toes and bites the nose, 

As over the ground we go. 

Over the river and through the woods, 

To have a first-rate play; 

Oh, hear the bells ring, “Ting-a-ling-ling!” 

Hurrah for Thanksgiving Day-ay! 

Over the river and through the wood, 

Trot fast my dapple gray! 

Spring over the ground, 

Like a hunting hound! 

For this is Thanksgiving Day. 

Over the river and through the woods, 

And straight through the barnyard gate. 

We seem to go extremely slow 

It is so hard to wait! 

Over the river and through the wood – 

Now Grandmother’s cap I spy! 

Hurrah for the fun! Is the pudding done? 

Hurrah for the pumpkin pie! 

Over the river and through the woods, 

To grandmother’s house we go; 

The horse knows the way to carry the sleigh, 

Through the white and drifted snow, oh! 

Over the river and through the woods, 

Oh, how the wind does blow! 

It stings the toes and bites the nose, 

As over the ground we go. 

 ~ Author unknown ~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

DUES: Remember that it is once again getting to be that time of year. Dues are due in January. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

November 7, 1989 - L. Douglas Wilder became the first African American governor in U.S. 

history, elected governor of Virginia. 

 

November 9, 1872 - The Great Boston Fire started in a dry-goods warehouse then spread rapidly 

in windy weather, destroying nearly 800 buildings. Damage was estimated at more than $75 

million. The fire's bright red glare could be seen in the sky for nearly 100 miles.  

 

November 20, 1789 - New Jersey became the first state to ratify the Bill of Rights.  

 

November 22, 1718 - Blackbeard the pirate (Edward Teach) was killed off the coast of North 

Carolina after a long and prosperous career. Lt. Governor Alexander Spotswood of Virginia had 

sent two sloops to put an end to him. The sailors encountered Blackbeard and Lt. Robert 

Maynard killed him in the fight that followed.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/nov-fire.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/nov-billrights.htm


 

6 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2012 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Betty Woodall   Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Rusty Dancer  Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Judy Clark 

Publicity – William Dunavin   Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Gail Lies & Patsy Penney 


