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VOLUME NUMBER THIRTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER ELEVEN                     NOVEMBER 2009 

  

****************************************************************************** 

MEETING HAPPENINGS: On Sunday, October 18, 2009 our meeting was held at the 

Jonesboro Public Library. Our speaker was Ron Coleman. Ron‘s program use Find-A-Grave. 

Now we know how to add memorials as well as link family members. Many of us started adding 

memorials as soon as we got home. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board Meeting for October was held on 

November 7, 2009. 

1. Title for Newsletter 

2. Members Only Access 

3. 2010 Calendars 

4. Footnote.com 

5. Christmas Party 

6. The next Executive Board will be December 12, 2009 

 

****************************************************************************** 

NOVEMBER MEETING: The November meeting will be held on Sunday, November 15, 2009 

at the Jonesboro Craighead County Library. Our speaker will be Bill Settles. He will be talking 

about the DNA and what it means to us as genealogists. 

 

******************************************************************************  

2010 Calendars: Our 2010 Calendar features pictures of churches from Craighead County. 

The Calendars are now available and sell for $5.00.   They will be available at the meeting on 

November 15, 2009.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

Title for Newsletter: We need your suggestions for a title for our newsletter. Please send 

suggestions to Nancy Matthews at nlmatthews@suddenlink.net or call 870-219-0535. We need 

all suggestions by November 15, 2009. After we collect suggestions we will vote on a new name 

for our newsletter. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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****************************************************************************** 

Footnote.com 
 

The Jonesboro Craighead County Library will be getting a regular subscription to Footnote.com. 

The subscription will be one that you can access from home if you have a library card. The 

Library is also in the process of upgrading their computer systems. As soon as everything is set 

up, we will pass along log-in information. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Members Only Access:  
 

Our Members Only page is located at http://groups.google.com/group/gscca. If you have not 

received an invitation, we do not have an up-to-date e-mail address. Contact Nancy Matthews 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net and your invitation will be sent.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

Nominating Committee 
 

Election of officers will be at the Annual Meeting on January 17, 2010. The Nominating 

Committee is Patsy Penney, Rusty Dancer and Betty Woodall.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

By-Laws Revision 
 

Since our first formal meeting in September 1997 our Society has grown a great deal. During this 

time, we have not made any changes in our By-Laws. It is now time. Members of the Board, 

particularly Sherrie Chamberlain and Lynn Dowdy, have worked hard on this revision. One of 

the benefits of being a member of the Federation of Genealogical Societies is a ―By-Laws 

Review‖. Our revision is currently being reviewed. We should be hearing back from the Review 

Committee any time. The By-Laws will then be posted on the Members Only page or e-mailed to 

you. Printed copies will also be available on request. The membership will then be able to vote 

on the changes at the Annual Meeting on January 17, 2010. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

This year the Christmas Party will be at Ryan‘s on Highland Drive in Jonesboro. The party will 

be WEDNESDAY, December 9, 2009 at 6:30. There will be an Ornament Exchange for those 

that would like to participate. There will also be door prizes. The best part is getting to share an 

evening of fun and friendship. Bring your family and join us at Ryan‘s. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

http://groups.google.com/group/gscca
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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****************************************************************************** 

2010 Census to Begin 
 

 
WARNING: 2010 Census - Cautions from the Better Business Bureau 

 

Be Cautious About Giving Info to Census Workers by Susan Johnson 

 

With the U.S. Census process beginning, the Better Business Bureau (BBB) advises people to be 

cooperative, but cautious, so as not to become a victim of  fraud or identity theft. The first phase of the 

2010 U.S. Census is under way as workers have begun verifying the addresses of households across the 

country. Eventually, more than 140,000 U.S. Census workers will count 

every person in the United States and will gather information about every person living at each address 

including name, age, gender, race, and other relevant data. 

 

The big question is - how do you tell the difference between a U.S. Census worker and a con artist? BBB 

offers the following advice: 

 

** If a U.S. Census worker knocks on your door, they  will have a badge, a handheld device, a Census 

Bureau canvas  bag, and a confidentiality notice. Ask to see their identification and their badge before 

answering their questions.  However, you should never invite anyone you don't know into your home. 

 

** Census workers are currently only knocking on doors to verify address information. Do not give 

your Social Security number, credit card or banking information  to anyone, even if they claim they need 

it for the U.S. Census. REMEMBER, NO MATTER WHAT THEY ASK, YOU REALLY ONLY NEED 

TO TELL THEM HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVE AT YOUR ADDRESS. 

 

While the Census Bureau might ask for basic financial information, such as a salary range, YOU DON'T 

HAVE TO ANSWER ANYTHING AT ALL ABOUT YOUR FINANCIAL SITUATION. The Census 

Bureau will not ask for Social Security, bank account, or credit card numbers, nor will employees solicit 

donations. Any one asking for that information is NOT with the Census Bureau. 

 

AND REMEMBER, THE CENSUS BUREAU HAS DECIDED NOT TO WORK WITH ACORN ON 

GATHERING THIS INFORMATION.  No Acorn worker should approach you saying he/she is with the 

Census Bureau. 

 

Eventually, Census workers may contact you by telephone, mail, or in person at home. However, the 

Census Bureau will not contact you by Email, so be on the lookout for E-mail scams impersonating the 

Census. 

 

Never click on a link or open any attachments in an E-mail that are supposedly from the U.S. Census 

Bureau. 

 

For more advice on avoiding identity theft and fraud, visit www.bbb.org. 

 

PLEASE SHARE THIS INFO WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

http://www.bbb.org/
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****************************************************************************** 

GENEALOGY ROADSHOW: Arkansas Genealogical Society is taking the show on the 

road again! We‘ve had a wonderfully positive response to our AGS Road Shows, so we‘re 

headed for Stuttgart this time! Save the date on your calendar:  Saturday, March 13, 
2010, 9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. AGS Road Show in Stuttgart  
 
The event is co-sponsored by Arkansas Genealogical Society & Grand Prairie Genealogical Society. 

Bring your questions and ask our experts. Visit our vendors. Share your family history and photographs.  

 

We‘re meeting at Phillips County Community College, 2807 Hwy 165 South, Stuttgart, Arkansas. It‘s 

free! Come and spend a few minutes or all day with us.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

Night of Thanksgiving, 
 

T‘was the night of Thanksgiving, 

But I just couldn‘t sleep. 

I tried counting backwards, 

I tried counting sheep. 

The leftovers beckoned, 

The dark meat and white. 

But I fought the temptation, 

With all of my might. 

Tossing and turning, 

with anticipation. 

The thought of a snack 

became infatuation. 

So I raced to the kitchen, 

Flung open the door, 

And gazed at the fridge, 

Full of goodies galore. 

I gobbled up turkey, 

And buttered potatoes, 

Pickles and carrots, 

Beans and tomatoes. 

I felt myself swelling, 

So plump and so round. 

‗til all of a sudden, 

I rose off the ground. 

I crashed through the ceiling, 

Floating into the sky, 

With a mouthful of pudding, 

And a handful of pie. 

But I managed to yell 

As I soared past the trees 

Happy eating to all, 

Pass the cranberries, please!! 

May your stuffing be tasty 

May your turkey be plump. 

May your potatoes and gravy 

Have nary a lump. 

May your yams be delicious, 

May your pies take the prize 

And May your Thanksgiving dinner 

Stay off of your thighs 

 

****************************************************************************** 
DUES: Once again it is time to renew your membership. You can mail new memberships or 

renewals to GSCCA, P.O. Box 844, Jonesboro, Arkansas 72403. You will be dropped from 

membership if we have not received your dues by January 31, 2010. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: It is necessary to add a Family Membership category with 

yearly dues of $20. That will give us three categories: Individual $15; Family $20 and Corporate 

$35. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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****************************************************************************** 
 

Footnote To Add Entire US Census 
 

Historical records subscription site Footnote announced it will digitize and post online the entire 

US census, 1790 through 1930. (Footnote already has the 1860 and 1930 censuses.) 

 

That'll add more than 9.5 million images and half a billion names to Footnote's databases. 

 

That‘s big news for two reasons: 

 It really ramps up competition in online genealogy. Right now, Ancestry.com is the only 

site that offers the entire US census digitized and indexed. I wonder if/how this will affect 

Ancestry.com‘s IPO process—the census claim is probably a major selling point to 

potential investors. 

 Like Footnote's other historical records, its US census collection will be interactive. 

Members can add comments and insights to a census record, upload and attach photos or 

documents, create a Footnote Page and identify relatives found in the census by clicking 

an I‘m Related button.  

Footnote CEO Russ Wilding likens the census to a path linking to additional, less-used 

genealogical sources: ―We see the census as a highway leading back to the 18th century. This 

‗Census Highway‘ provides off-ramps leading to additional records on the site such as 

naturalization records, historical newspapers, military records and more.‖ 

 

―We (footnote) will continue to move aggressively to add records to the site, specifically those 

that are requested by our members and others that are not otherwise available on the Internet.‖ 

 

from: Genealogy Insider – 29 October 2009 
 

******************************************************************************  

2010 Calendars 
$5.00 each 

 

 
 

Craighead County, Arkansas 

 

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/2009/10/29/FootnoteToAddEntireUSCensus.aspx
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=69ca339e-bbac-4feb-85c8-d6f5ea699951&url=http%3a%2f%2ffootnote.com
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=69ca339e-bbac-4feb-85c8-d6f5ea699951&url=http%3a%2f%2fancestry.com
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=69ca339e-bbac-4feb-85c8-d6f5ea699951&url=http%3a%2f%2fblog.familytreemagazine.com%2finsider%2f2009%2f08%2f04%2fAncestrycomPlansToGoPublic.aspx
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******************************************************************************  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2010 
Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

 

Name(s) _________________________ Maiden Name ______________________________ 

Street Address ____________________ Home Phone 

City, State, Zip    Business Phone 

E-mail      Fax 

 

 

Please enter class of membership: INDIVIDUAL ($15) FAMILY ($20) CORPORATE ($35) 

 

Please make check payable to GSCCA. 

 

Membership card may be picked up at the monthly meetings. If you want your card mailed, 

please provide a self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE). 

 

In consideration of being accepted as a member and for the duration of membership in the 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas, I pledge that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will carefully refrain from mutilating, marking or otherwise defacing or destroying any part 

of such public and private records: 

 

(3) I will support the program and policies of the society. 

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

******************************************************************************  

 
 

 

Officers: 

 

President – Gail Lies    Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Jean Sales   Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Gregg Scott 

Publicity – Judy Clark    Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Brenda Shields, Jessy Wade – Terry Cooper, alternate 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 


