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******************************************************************************

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our regular meeting was held on October 21, 2007. Our speaker 
was Nancy Matthews. She spoke about Research Beyond the Census.

******************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board Meeting for November was held on 
November 10, 2007.

1. Nominating Committee 
2. Fundraiser
3. Christmas Party
4. The next Executive Board will be January 12, 2008

******************************************************************************
NOVEMBER MEETING: The November meeting will be held on November 18, 2007 in the 
Round Room at the Jonesboro Craighead County Library. We will meet at 2:00. Our speakers 
will be Gregg Scott and Terry Cooper. The program will be The 9 Steps to Success in Civil War 
Research and will be presented in honor of Ed Gerdes.

******************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER:  With the increase in postage, please consider receiving your newsletter by 
e-mail. We are doing our best to keep costs down. Hopefully we can do this. If you are not sure 
about getting your newsletter by e-mail maybe you will consider trying it. The newsletter is done 
in Microsoft Word and is sent as an attachment. It can then be easily printed if you wish.

******************************************************************************
New Members: 
Alice Samuels – asamuels@jonesboro.org – J.J. Smith, Blackshare, Burton, Davidson
John Spann – Danville, California – Spann, Smith, Johnson

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Georgia Death Certificates, 1919-1927 http://content.sos.state.ga.us/cdm4/gadeaths.php

Georgia Death Certificates from 1919 through 1927. The collection also includes a number of 
certificates predating 1919, mostly from 1917 and 1918.

Louisa Co., Virginia Deeds -- http://trevilians.com/deeds/deedmain.htm -- Some early 
deeds of Louisa Co. 
******************************************************************************
Caraway grave site made U.S. Register of Historic Places

JONESBORO — The final resting place of the first woman ever elected to the U.S. Senate is 
now officially on the National Register of Historic Places. 

U.S. Sen. Hattie Caraway’s Grave Site in Oaklawn Cemetery in Jonesboro is now on the 
country’s official list of historically significant properties, Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program Director Ken Grunewald said late last week. The grave site was among 25 added to the 
list. 

The Jonesboro Parks, Recreation and Cemeteries Department nominated the grave site. 

“There is nothing spectacular about this particular grave site, except it consists of two former 
U.S. senators,” parks employee Jarrod Stroud wrote in the nomination form. 

Recognizing the Caraways 

Hattie Wyatt Caraway and Thaddeus Caraway, along with their son Robert, are buried in 
Oaklawn Cemetery, on the corner of Loberg Lane and West Matthews Avenue. 

The grave markers make no mention of the Caraways’ political career. 

Local officials began exploring ways to bring attention to Hattie Caraway’s place in American 
history in early 2005. Arkansas State University has sponsored Hattie Caraway Day the past two 
years, and the U.S. Postal Service named its new office at 2404 Race St. the Hattie W. Caraway 
Station earlier this year. 

Hattie Caraway was married to Sen. Thaddeus Caraway when he died in office in 1931. She was 
first appointed to fill the Senate seat until a special election could be held. She won that special 
election in January 1932. 

According to presentations by Dr. Nancy Hendricks, ASU alumni affairs coordinator, Caraway 
sat on the last row and was seen as an “outsider” as she began her career. However, when Huey 
P. Long of Louisiana took an empty desk next to her in January 1932, he gave her the political 
support she needed. When she decided to run for a full term in 1932, Long campaigned for her in 
Arkansas. 

More than 200,000 Arkansans heard them speak over an 8-day period, Hendricks said. She won 
that election by a fairly wide margin. She was defeated in a bid for a third 6-year term in 1944 by 
J. William Fulbright. 
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Hattie Caraway has been credited with helping ASU survive the loss of hundreds of students as a 
result of World War II. 

By 1940 Arkansas State’s student body had dropped from 1,000 to 329 students, Hendricks said 
at one Hattie Caraway Day observance. There was even talk of closing its doors. 

But when the New Deal was put into action, Caraway secured funding for a number of campus 
buildings, Hendricks said. Three of those facilities are still standing on the ASU campus — the 
Math and Computer Science Building, the Nursing and Health Professions Building and a 
building used as a power plant, she said. 

When World War II broke out and students began to leave for the service, Arkansas State started 
a program in which military men were taught to fly so they could be officers, Hendricks said. 
Many of them stayed in Northeast Arkansas after the war ended. 

Following her defeat, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Caraway to the Federal 
Employees Compensation Commission, and later to the Employees Compensation Appeals 
Board. 

In July, the State Review Board of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program encouraged 
Jonesboro to seek historic status for the entire cemetery. Former Gov. Francis Cherry is also 
buried in the cemetery. 

Parks Director Jason Wilkie said last week that he expects that application will be submitted next 
spring. 

******************************************************************************

Christmas Party

Thursday, 13 December 2007
Ryan’s

6:00 p.m.
Ornament Exchange

We will be there awhile so come when you can. Bring your family. Everyone is responsible for 
their own meal. When you pay for your meal be sure to tell them you are part of the Genealogy 
Society and they will include the tip. There will be an ornament exchange for those that would 
like to participate. There is a $5.00 limit on the ornaments. There will also be door prizes. We 
look forward to seeing everyone there. 

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Nominating Committee: It is once again time to form a Nominating Committee. If anyone is 
interested in serving on the Committee or interested in serving as an officer – President, Vice-
President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, Publicity or 
Publications – please contact Betty Woodall -  931-4111. 

******************************************************************************
Fundraiser: We have ordered 2008 Calendars for the Society to sell as a fundraiser. We have 
ordered the calendars from Comda. They have a website at www.Comda.com. The calendars we 
have selected are America the Beautiful and Recipes. These calendars will sell for $3.00 each 
and should be available just after Thanksgiving.

******************************************************************************
Night of Thanksgiving

'Twas the night of Thanksgiving, but I just couldn't  sleep.
I tried counting backwards, I tried counting sheep.
The leftovers  beckoned -the dark meat and white,

I fought the temptation with all of my  might.
Tossing and turning with anticipation

the thought of a snack became  infatuation.
So I raced to the kitchen, flung open the door
and gazed at  the fridge full of goodies galore.

I gobbled up turkey and buttered  potatoes
pickles and carrots, beans and tomatoes,

I felt myself swelling  so plump and so round,
'til all of a sudden, I rose off the ground.

I  crashed through the ceiling, floating into the sky
with a mouthful of pudding  and a handful of pie.
But I managed to yell as I soared past the  trees,

"Happy eating to all, pass the cranberries please!"  
May your stuffing be tasty, may your turkey be plump,

may your  potatoes and gravy have nary a lump,
may your yams be delicious may your pies  take the prize.
May your Thanksgiving dinner stay off of your  thighs! 

Happy Thanksgiving To All !!! 

~Author Unknown~

May your Thanksgiving be blessed!!!

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

1789 Thanksgiving Proclamation

A PROCLAMATION by the President of the United States of America:

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of almighty God, to obey his 
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor - and 
Whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me "to recommend 
to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by 
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by 
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and 
happiness."

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be 
devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the 
beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be - That we may then all unite in 
rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks - for his kind care and protection of the 
People of this country previous to their becoming a Nation - for the signal and manifold mercies, 
and the favorable interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the course and 
conclusion of the late war -for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have 
since enjoyed - for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish 
constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now 
lately instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we 
have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various 
favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the 
great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions 
- to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties 
properly and punctually - to render our national government a blessing to all the People, by 
constantly being a government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully 
executed and obeyed - to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have 
shown kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord - To 
promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science 
among them and Us - and generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal 
prosperity as he alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 
1789.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Meeting with Jason Wilkie: Jason Wilkie is head of the Jonesboro Parks and Recreation 
Department. The care of the four “city maintained” cemeteries is under the Jonesboro Parks and 
Recreation Department. These cemeteries are Oaklawn, City, Nettleton and Knights of Pythias. 
Several members of the Society met with Jason at the Earl Bell Center on November 1, 2007. He 
was able to tell us about expansion plans for Oaklawn Cemetery as well as improvement plans 
for Nettleton, City and Knights of Pythias Cemeteries. Currently there is a project to try and 
identify the gravesites at Oaklawn. We will be adding names to the on-line listings for these 
cemeteries.

******************************************************************************

GENEALOGY TIPS:

When You’re Stuck, Write It Up --

One the best ways to break through a barrier in genealogical research is to stop and write your 
findings in a detailed report for yourself. The process of gathering your information, entering it 
in a narrative sequence, citing the sources you used, explaining why you used the sources you 
did and what they revealed, often points out gaps in your research that you hadn’t noticed before 
or new ideas to pursue. Maybe you forgot to check all possible variants of the name; perhaps the 
time span you searched was inappropriate. It could just be that you actually have all the 
information you need to solve the connections. So the next time you’re finding yourself stuck, 
write it up!

Take off the Blinders --

Don’t fall into the trap of stopping as soon as you find your grandmother’s baptism in the local 
church record. Keep reading. You may find baptisms of her siblings (maybe ones you didn’t 
know about!) or other relatives, marriage records, lists of confirmations, membership lists, burial 
lists and other sundry records that will greatly expand your understanding of the family. You 
may also find that there were actually two girls of the same name, baptized within the same time 
period. Perhaps the first one you found was not actually for your grandmother at all. You 
wouldn’t learn this if you stopped as soon as you found a good match.

Pay Attention to Witnesses --

Many of the records we use in genealogical research include the names of witnesses. These 
include deeds and other land records, marriage records, wills, and sometimes baptisms and 
burials. In each of these cases, the smart genealogist keeps a careful record of who the witnesses 
were. This is because these people are rarely random strangers, but often in-laws and other 
relatives, so their names can provide important clues for further research.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES

NAME PT / SEC SEC TWP RNG ACRES VALUE

James, Coward & Puckett   All 5 14 3 649.18 $1,200.00

J. C. Broadaway Pt SW-SW 6 14 3 28 $75.00
Est. Wm. Edgar NW-NE 6 14 3 42.26 $120.00
Same SE-NE 6 14 3 40 $80.00
Emmaline McDaniel NW-SW 6 14 3 40 $120.00
G. W. Osborn NE-NW 6 14 3 40 $0.00
Same NE-NE 6 14 3 40 $40.00
J. C. Broadaway NE-SW 6 14 3 40 $40.00
J. T. Edgar SW-NW 6 14 3 45.48 $45.00
Same SW-NE 6 14 3 40 $200.00
Same SE-NW 6 14 3 40 $200.00
G. W. Montgomery E1/2-SE 6 14 3 80 $120.00
C. J. Walters Pt SE-SW 6 14 3 12 $24.00
Blank SE-SW 6 14 3 40 $0.00

D. M. Cole Pt. 7 14 3 620.32 $1,240.00
John Logan SE-SE 7 14 3 40 $100.00

J. Montgomery S1/2-NE 8 14 3 80 $480.00
Eliza McGown SW 8 14 3 160 $400.00
Same NW 8 14 3 160 $400.00
Same S1/2-SE 8 14 3 40 $200.00
John Logan N1/2-&SE-SE 8 14 3 120 $360.00
Joseph Watkins N1/2-NE 8 14 3 80 $300.00

S.M. Markel SE-SE 9 14 3 40 $40.00
D. J. Fuller N1/2-SW 9 14 3 80 $100.00
Same SE-SW 9 14 3 40 $100.00
Same SW-SE 9 14 3 40 $100.00
F. M. Minton SW-SW 9 14 3 40 $150.00
G. M. Broadaway NW 9 14 3 160 $500.00
Same Pt N1/2-NE 9 14 3 71 $200.00
Same Pt SW-NE 9 14 3 9 $40.00
C. Watkins SE-NE 9 14 3 40 $120.00
Same Pt SW-NE 9 14 3 31 $75.00
Same S Pt-N1/2 9 14 3 9 $22.00
Same N1/2-SE 9 14 3 80 $80.00

TOTALS 3117.24 $5,876.00

To be continued.
******************************************************************************
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2008 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Jean Sales Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Gail Lies Publications – Nancy Matthews

8


	VOLUME NUMBER ELEVEN, ISSUE NUMBER ELEVEN                        NOVEMBER 2007

