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******************************************************************************
MEETING HAPPENINGS: On October 16, 2005 our regular meeting was held at the 
Jonesboro Public Library. Our Speaker was Evelyn Cooper. The topic was: Living Through 
WWII in Northeast Arkansas.  

******************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board meeting for November was held on 
November 12, 2005 at the Jonesboro Public Library.

1. Next Beginner’s Class will be February 6 & 7 from 6:00 to 8:00 at the Library.
2. Arkansas Genealogy Society Meeting October 21 & 22, 2005.
3. The Nominating Committee has been appointed.
4. The next Executive Board Meeting will be January 7, 2006. 

******************************************************************************
NOVEMBER MEETING: The November Meeting will be held Sunday, November 20, 2005 at 
2:00 in the Round Room at the Jonesboro Public Library. We are going to have a Work Day. We 
have newsletters from various Societies that need to be separated and placed in binders. There 
will also be plenty of time to do some of your own research.

******************************************************************************
DECEMBER MEETING: Instead of a regular meeting for December, we will have our 
Christmas Party. The Party will be December 6 at Ryan’s at 6:00. Everyone is responsible for 
their own meal. When you go through the line, tell the cashier you are with the Genealogy 
Society and a gratuity will be included in your total.

There will also be an ornament exchange for those that would like to participate. We will have 
door prizes and lots of fun. Bring your family and join us.
 
******************************************************************************
NEW MEMBER:  Betty G. Willis, 3610 Fleetwood Drive, Amarillo, TX 79109-4526

******************************************************************************
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Genealogy Society 
       Of

Craighead County, Arkansas

This month’s meeting will be at the 
Jonesboro Public Library

       November 20, 2005



******************************************************************************

*****   DUES   *****

It is once again time to renew your membership. Renewals are due in January. 

Membership Dues are $15 a year from January to January.  Please send dues to GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403. We would love to have you join us. Corporate Membership is 
$35 a year from January to January.  

******************************************************************************

MEMBERSHIP      RENEWAL       2006

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

******************************************************************************

LDS Family History Library has announced that it has begun the process of digitizing and 
making available on the Internet all of the Family History books in their collection.  About 5000 
books have been digitized and are available, and they have announced that they are adding about 
100 titles a week to the on-line collection.

Go to  the web site of the Harold B. Lee Library at BYU, http://www.lib.byu.edu/    From the list 
of collections that are displayed, choose:

"Find Other Materials"
"Electronic"
"On Line Collections at BYU"
Choose the TAB "Text Collections"
And, finally, "Family History Archive"

You can also skip all of that and just go to the following link: http://www.lib.byu.edu/fhc/ 

******************************************************************************
BEGINNING GENEALOGY: next class will be February 6 & 7, 2006. We will meet at the 
Jonesboro Public Library from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

OBITUARY INDEX

For the better part of the last 2 years I have been driving to Jonesboro twice a week (Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons) primarily to work on the Obituary Index for the society. Some days I think 
to myself, “why am I doing this, some of these obituaries will never be useful to anyone.” It 
takes about an hour per month of daily newspapers, and I don’t know if you realize it but there 
were at times 3 papers serving the county. That means there are 2 daily papers and 1 weekly, 3 
years worth for every year we add to the index.  Well here are the reasons I’m willing to give so 
much time to this project. 

1) This was Ed Gerdes’ project, it was his dream to see these papers indexed. I for one want 
to see his dream become a reality. I am currently working on 1925, that means in a few 
weeks we will have 80 years completed and on-line. With the loss of Ed, there are only 3 
of us, Nancy Matthews, Bill Settles and myself working our way back through the years. 
Jo Ann Cooper continues to keep up with the current daily obituaries. 

2) When you have been researching as long as I have (over 34 years) you hit some “dry” 
spots when all your leads hit a dead end. When I am working on the obituary index I am 
helping some genealogist in another part of the country. Imagine their delight when they 
find that elusive obituary with just the few strokes on the keyboard. Wouldn’t some of 
you be equally delighted to find one for your ancestor that someone took the time to put 
on line?

3) And last but not least think of the history you can view while reading these old papers. 
Did you know that in 1937 when the Dionne Quintuplets were born that there were also 2 
sets born here in Arkansas? They didn’t survive but none the less it was surprising to me. 
I read 1945, the year I was born just to see what was going on here, I was born in MI but 
it was interesting none the less. 

Nancy and I were approached a couple of weeks ago by a lady thanking us and the society for 
the work we have done … another lady thanked me last week, she had found several obituaries 
that helped her …. when it comes right down to it … that is why I’m doing this, to help other 
genealogists.  To date there have been over 111,098 hits on the obituary page. Won’t  some of 
you join us, we will be happy to work with you to get you started, even a month or two here and 
there would be helpful. 

Joyce Whitten, jwhitten@bscn.com 
******************************************************************************

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The Nominating Committee has been working hard on a slate 
of officers for next year. If anyone is interested in serving as an officer, please contact Joyce 
Whitten jwhitten@bscn.com, Patsy Penney pwpenney@ritternet.com, Bill Settles 
bsettles@sbcglobal.net or Gail Lies nglies@nex.net. Thank you.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Ancestors

 
I want relatives I can find!!!

Yep -- I want ancestors with names like Rudimentary Montagnard or Melchizedick von 
Steubenhoffmannschild or Spetznatz Gianfortoni, not William Brown or John Hunter or Mary 
Abbott.

I want ancestors who could read and write, had their children baptized In recognized houses of 
worship, went to school, purchased land, left Detailed wills (naming a huge extended family as 
legatees), had their Photographs taken once a year -- subsequently putting said pictures in 
elaborate isinglass frames annotated with calligraphic inscriptions, and carved voluble and 
informative inscriptions in their headstones. I want relatives who managed to bury their 
predecessors in established, still-extant (and indexed) cemeteries.

I want family members who wrote memoirs, who enlisted in the military as officers and who 
served in strategically important (and well documented) skirmishes. I want relatives who served 
as councilmen, schoolteachers, county clerks and town historians. I want relatives who 
'religiously' wrote in  the family Bible, journaling every little event and detailing the familial 
relationship of every visitor.

In the case of immigrant progenitors, I want them to have arrived only in those years wherein 
passenger lists were indexed by National Archives, and I want them to have applied for 
citizenship, and to have done so only in those jurisdictions which have since established indices.
I want relatives who were patriotic and clubby, who joined every patrimonial society they could 
find, who kept diaries, and listed all their addresses, who had paintings made of their horses, and 
who dated every piece of paper they touched. I want forebears who were wealthy enough to 
afford, and to keep for generations, the tribal homestead, and who left all the aforementioned 
pictures and diaries and journals intact in the library.

But most of all, I want relatives I can find!!!

Barbara A. Brown

******************************************************************************

We attended the Arkansas Genealogy Society Meeting October 21 & 22, 2005. Several members 
attend the seminar which dealt with Research in England.

Meanwhile in the Vendor Area we had tables with our books for sale. Unfortunately, we did not 
sell any books while we were there. However, there were representatives from several that took 
copies or our book list. Hopefully this will lead to books sales in the near future.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES

NAME PT / SEC SEC TWP RNG AREA VALUE

Peter Kindall W 1/2 1 13 2 324 22/25 $160.00
I M & H RR SE 1 13 2 160 $80.00
S. M. Markel NE 1 13 2 160 $80.00

Peter Kindall E 1/2 - NE 2 13 2 82 27/50 $80.00
Same NE - SE 2 13 2 40 $40.00
Blank W 1/2 - NE 2 13 2 83 1/50 $0.00
Blank NW 2 13 2 160 $0.00
G. D. S. Faulkner E- SE 2 13 2 40 $40.00
John Ryan W 1/2 - SE 2 13 2 80 $0.00
Thos. Anderson SW 2 13 2 160 $80.00

J. E. Sickles S 1/2 - SW 3 13 2 80 $80.00
Thos. Anderson SE 3 13 2 160 $80.00
Blank NE 3 13 2 170 41/50 $0.00
Blank NW 3 13 2 160 $0.00

E. Voyle NE 4 13 2 169 $100.00
J. E. Sickles SE 4 13 2 160 $0.00
Same SW 4 13 2 160 $0.00
D. E. Jones NW 4 13 2 160 $100.00

T. B. Mills NW 5 13 2 172 1/50 $100.00
J. E. Sickles S 1/2- S 1/2 5 13 2 160 $0.00
Same S 1/2 - NE 5 13 2 80 19/50 $0.00
D. E. Jones N 1/2 - S 1/2 5 13 2 160 $100.00
Blank NW - NE 5 13 2 80 $0.00

I M & H RR NE 6 13 2 171 9/20 $0.00
Same SE 6 13 2 160 $0.00
S. M. Markel W 1/2 6 13 2 320 $160.00

T. B. Mills SE 7 13 2 160 $80.00
S. M. Markel W 1/2 7 13 2 320 $160.00
Same NE 7 13 2 160 $80.00

Totals 4554 47/100 $1,600.00

To be continued.

******************************************************************************
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2006 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Joyce Holder Publications – Nancy Matthews
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