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Next meeting: Sunday, November 16, 1997
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MEETING HAPPENINGS: The November meeting was held on the 16th. We entertained 20 
people with a program  led by Joyce Whitten. Joyce talked about the records at the Latter Day 
Saints Library here in Jonesboro. She gave us a handout of the file cabinet that is housed 
there with the contents that are available for research. There is much  to be gained by a trip to 
their library. We will not have a December meeting since it will be too close to the Holiday. 
Our next meeting will be January  18, 1998. This will also be the meeting to vote for new 
officers, so please have someone in mind that you would like to initiate and we welcome 
volunteers.....We have gained five new members, making a total of 20 as of this writing, 
WELL DONE!!!!! The new members are: Gail Lies; Chris A. Johnson; Janice Porter; Betty 
Woodall;  and Joyce Warren.  WELCOME to you all.  We had one visitor Jeanine Saunders. 
Everyone have a peaceful and blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
*******************************************************************************************************

DUES  will be $15.00 per year, the dues paid for this year (1997) will carry through to 
December of 1998.  Members may place as many queries or items as they like (re.genealogy) 
throughout the year , also if you would like to have your pedigree chart (short form) 
published, please send one. Please send any query or item to:  Jeanette Henson McClure, 1500 
Garland Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401.
*******************************************************************************************************

DUES should be sent to : Hilda Wilcox, P.O. Box 2401, Jonesboro, AR. 72402. (E-mail 
stretch@insolwwb.net) If you have any questions or need information, please write or call our 
President, Mr. Mike Garner, 1204 Arrowhead Farm Rd., Jonesboro, AR 72401 (870) 974-5621. 
There is also voice mail on this phone number. (E-mail mwgarner@insolwwb.net)
*******************************************************************************************************

NEWSLETTER: Anyone attending our meeting for the first time will receive one 
complimentary copy of our newsletter.  I want to thank Nancy Matthews and others for 
correcting my English and my typos and for doing all the hard copy work and the mailing , 
and both of them for being great friends....We NEED QUERIES, please let us know who, 
when, and where you are stuck or lost , there MAY BE someone out there who can help....
*******************************************************************************************************
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SURNAMES:  The fixed surname began to appear in France around the year 1000.  The 11th 
and 14th century brought a gradual shift to the use of a family name.  Elsdon Smith, expert in 
Onamatology, says most of Americas surnames derived their origins from four (4) basic 
sources:  a Father's name (Patronymics), an Occupation, a Nickname or a Place name.  

The 20 most common surnames in 1790:  
  1 Smith   2 Brown   3 Johnson   4 Jones   5 Davis
  6 Clark   7 Williams   8 Miller   9 Wilson 10 White
11 Taylor 12 Thompson 13 Allen 14 Moore 15 Hall
16 Hill 17Adams 18 Reed 19 Baker 20 Green 

The 20 most common surnames TODAY: 
  1 Smith    2 Johnson   3 Williams   4 Brown   5 Jones
  6 Miller   7 Davis    8 Wilson   9 Anderson 10 Taylor 
11 Moore 12 Thomas 13 Martin 14 Thompson 15 White 
16 Harris 17 Jackson 18 Clark 19 Lewis 20 Walker 
*******************************************************************************************************

THE TEN BEST GENEALOGICAL SOURCES IN THE WORLD:
   1) Judicial Court Records; not just the courthouse.  The court records themselves, 

the plaintiff, defendant, and criminal records.
   2) Property records; deeds, mortgages, taxes and plat maps.
   3) Probate records.
   4) Vital Records: births, deaths and marriages.
   5) Church Records.
   6) Fraternal  Records, almost 70% of our ancestors were lodge members, mostly 

Masons. 
   7) Alliance Records ; all of our ancestors, colonial and federal, joined an alliance 

in the old country and came to America  under the sponsorship of that alliance. 
   8) Life Insurance Companies ; for the last 150 years people have bought life 

insurance, almost everyone.  Write to the insurance commissioner of the state you 
are searching in.

   9) Newspapers; since the 1600's , every country , by law, must have a weekly 
newspaper, in order to publish legal notices.  

 10) Military Records: both service and pension.  One of the most helpful overviews 
for American military history  is the book,  Alphabetical Lists of Battles, by Newton 
A. Strait..

If anyone would like a  more in-depth description of any of these sources, please send 
a SASE to me.--- Jeanette

*******************************************************************************************************

2



*******************************************************************************************************
Lee Sylcox, the Corresponding Secretary of the Reynolds County Genealogical and Historical 
Society in Ellington, Missouri has just asked us to begin a newsletter exchange with their 
organization on a regular basis. We will begin exchanging data with their group with this 
newsletter.
*******************************************************************************************************
INDIAN RESEARCH: All the American Indian tribe records that have been extracted are 
centralized in the Indian archives in Oklahoma City. That is always where you start. How 
about the ones in Fort Worth??? Those are the federal records, not the Indian archives records 
themselves, but the federal records, of which there are two main types.  The records are in the 
Federal Records Center in Fort Worth, Texas.  If you have say -- a Cherokee line, many of us 
have a Cherokee line !!!! S0 - for example, in Oklahoma the Cherokee records are in the 
Western Band  headquarters,  in Tahlequah, OK.  The North Carolina; the Eastern  Band 
headquarters, is in Cherokee, North Carolina. The Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, OK also has a 
lot of Indian records.
*******************************************************************************************************
LOST PLACE NAMES: Write for location of Lost Towns/Place Names to: U.S. Board of 
Geographic Names, Domestic Geographic Names, 523 National Center, Reston, VA  22092. 
Also, there are maps and there are MAPS!! Just received one: 1885 map of Missouri with 
Alphabetical list of towns and counties. This booklet lists every county, city, town, village, 
and post office in the state with their population using the census of 1880 as a basis. This 
company has all states, countries, railroad maps, Civil War maps, Historic reproduction 
maps, etc., etc. Starting prices are $.75 Order their catalogs from: The Gold Bug, P.O. Box 588, 
Alamo, CA 94507-0588. This is the most inexpensive map place that I have seen in awhile.
*******************************************************************************************************
LIBRARY RESEARCH -- A GENTLE REMINDER
Spend the extra dime or two and also copy the title page of any book/journal you used. It 
usually gives all of the data you'd want to copy by hand. Then very nicely ask the librarian if 
you can borrow the rubber stamp with the library's address, and stamp the title page with it. 

Thus, if you have been on a lengthy research trip, you will know which library owns which 
books that you copied from, and you'll have their addresses handy if you find that you left 
out a page or made a copy with illegible areas.

Now, in some institutions, rubber stamps are guarded like gold, so don't hassle someone 
who cannot easily supply one for you. 
*******************************************************************************************************
Members with an e-mail address or a Home Page who would like to have their “addresses” 
posted need to contact Nancy Matthews <nlmatthews@insolwwb.net>. 
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER ON-LINE: Our monthly newsletter is on-line and can be accessed at 
<http://www.insolwwb.net/~nlmatthews/newsletter.htm>. Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated.
*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************

Arkansas Territorial Restoration

Meet Living History Characters on Guided Tours

200 East Third Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-1608
(501) 324-9351

Guided tours of four restored early 19th-century houses are offered daily on the hour, except 
noon. Trained professional tour guides lead each small group of visitors into a personal 
understanding of the restored structures and their outbuildings, and the time periods they 
represent. Tours last approximately one hour and begin with a brief narrated slide show 
introduction to Territorial Arkansas. Tours between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. encounter at least one 
original resident or composite historical character portrayed by an actor.

Tours are offered hourly: Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. except noon, and 
Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. (the last tour of the day begins at 4 p.m.). The Territorial Restoration 
is closed New Year's Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Christmas. 

Tour Fees: Adults $2.00, Senior Citizens $1.00, Children $.50. Special student rates with 
advance group reservations. Tours are free the first Sunday of each month. 

*******************************************************************************************************

 A Prayer For Genealogists

 Lord help me dig into the past
 And sift the sands of time

 That I might find the roots that made
 This family tree of mine

 Lord, help me trace the ancient roads
 On which my fathers trod,

 And led them through so many lands
 To find our present sod.

 Lord, help me find an ancient book
 or dusty manuscript,

 That's safely hidden now away
 in some forgotten crypt.

 Lord, let it bridge the gap that haunts
 my soul when I can't find,

 The missing link between some name
 that ends the same as mine

 Whoever said, "Seek and Ye Shall Find", was NOT a genealogist!!!

Anon.
*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
QUERIES

IRWIN / LATANDEAU -- W Bartlett IRWIN was born abt 1841 in either NY or OH. (Census 
records differ) He married Katherine LATANDEAU in Battlecreek MI in the 1860s according 
to family legend. Is there anyone who can do lookups for this marraige. Also I can't find 
anyone who has or has seen this name before. I have a picture of "Grandma and Grandpa 
Latandeau" but whoever wrote the name on it may have not known how to spell the name! 
Any ideas? Contact Gail Lies at nglies1@ibm.net or my snail mail address: 2208 Parkside Dr 
Jonesboro, AR 72401

GIBSON, Shadrack -- Would like to connect with other researchers of the Shadrack GIBSON 
and Sarah DUTTON GIBSON. Both were born in VA in abt 1807, possibly Scott and Russell 
counties respectively. They and their children moved to Washington county AR by 1837. 
Would like to share information. Contact: Gail Lies at nglies1@ibm.net or 2208 Parkside Dr. 
Jonesboro AR 72401

DAVIS, Stewart/Stuart Patterson/Patrick -- Located in Benton, Saline, AK & Little Rock, 
Pulaski, AK from 1870 to 1920. I am looking for the names of Stewart Patterson Davis’ (he is 
my g-grandfather) parents. Stewart was born 29 March 1891 in Benton, Saline, AK and died 
11 July 1920 in North Little Rock, Pulaski, AK. All I have are the initials A.H. and I need to 
know what they stand for to further my research. I do not know what his mother’s first & 
maiden names are. I also need to know their ancestry, when & where they were born & died, 
when & where they married and if they had previous marriages. Stewart Patterson Davis 
was a member of W.O.W. and the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen No. 49. He married 
Mary Katherine De Clerk on 5 November 1914 in Little Rock. Their children were William 
Stuart (my grandfather) born 21 September 1915 in Little Rock. Robert Anderson born 28 
September 1918 in Benton, Stuart Patrick born 6 January 1921 in Pocahontas, AK. Stewart 
Patterson Davis was a switchman for the Missouri Pacific Railroad. He was run over by a 
switch engine and his legs were severed. He died two or three hours later of shock and loss 
of blood. Contact: Chris A. Johnson at chrisajohnson@hotmail.com or 744 Craighead, 
Jonesboro AR 72401 (870) 935-6750.
*******************************************************************************************************

MERRY CHRISTMAS
&

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Wishing you and your family

a safe and happy Holiday Season. 
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

1204 Arrowhead Farm Road
Jonesboro, AR  72401

Newsletter Staff
Jeanette McClure
Nancy Matthews

OFFICERS
President:     Mike Garner
Vice President:     Jeanette McClure
Secretary/Treasurer:     Hilda Wilcox
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