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Since we have been unable to have a monthly meeting in many, many months, we are planning a 

potluck get-together. This is a time to catch up and just visit.  

 

GSCCA Potluck 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 

12:00 - 3:00 

Allen Park Community Center 

3609 Race St. 

 

 
 

Bring your Family 

The Society will furnish fried chicken and tea and water. 

Please bring a side dish or dessert. 

 

  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The 

Executive Board Meeting for October was 

held at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library on October 9, 2021. 

1. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be November 13, 2021. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

REMINDER: Society Elections will be held 

in January of 2022. Term of office is for 2 

years. 

 

A member of the nominating committee will 

be contacting local members. If you are 

interested in running for an office or would 

like to nominate someone, please let us know 

at gscca@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 

 

October 1, 1908 - Henry Ford’s Model T, 

a “universal car” designed for the masses, 

went on sale for the first time. 

 

October 6, 1927 - The first “talkie” 

opened in New York. The Jazz Singer starring 

Al Jolson was the first full-length feature Film 

using spoken dialogue. 

 

October 11, 1939 - Albert Einstein warned 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt that his 

theories could lead Nazi Germany’s 

development of an atomic bomb. Einstein 

suggested the U.S. develop it own bomb. This 

resulted in the top secret “Manhattan Project.” 

 

October 13, 1884 - Greenwich was 

established at the universal from which 

standard times through the world are 

calculated. 

 

October 14, 1947 - U.S. Air Force Captain 

Chuck Yeager became the first man to break 

the sound barrier, flying a rocket-powered 

research aircraft. 

 

October 19, 1960 - The U.S. embargo of 

Cuba began as the State Department 

prohibited shipment of all goods except 

medicine and food. 

 

October 26, 1825 - The Erie Canal opened 

as the first major man-made waterway in 

America, linking Lake Erie with the Hudson 

River, bypassing the British-controlled lower 

St. Lawrence. The canal cost over $7 million 

and took eight years to complete. 

 

October 28, 1846 - The Donner Party 

departed Illinois heading for California. The 

group totaled 90 persons, including 

immigrants, families, and businessmen, led by 

George and Jacob Donner. Tragedy later 

struck as they became stranded in snow in the 

Sierras where famine and cannibalism took it 

toll. There were 48 survivors by the end of 

their journey in April of 1847. 

 

October 30, 1938 - The War of the Worlds 

radio broadcast panicked millions of 

Americans. Actor Orson Welles and the 

Mercury Players dramatized the story by H.G. 

Wells depicting a Martian invasion of New 

Jersey. Their script utilized simulated radio 

news bulletins which many listeners thought 

were real. 

 

October 31, 1941 - Mount Rushmore 

National Memorial was completed after 14 

years of work. The memorial contains 60-

foot-tall sculptures of the heads of Presidents 

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 

Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt - 

representing America’s founding, political 

philosophy, preservation and expansion and 

conservation. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Wedding Party Traditions  

 
Have you ever wondered why the happy couple invites special friends and family members to 

participate in their wedding? This American wedding party tradition dates back to ancient 

Roman times. Several women were asked to dress similar to the bride in order to confuse any 

evil spirits that may attempt to kidnap the bride. Nowadays, the bridesmaids may dress 

differently from the bride, but they wear similar dresses to each other for good luck.  

The best man and other groomsmen also have roles steeped in tradition. In ancient times, brides 

weren't exactly willing parties. Instead, they would be abducted by the groom, his best man, and 

other close friends. These men are now representing both consenting parties by being 

groomsmen.  

 

Wedding Attendees  

The wedding party in a traditional wedding, aside from the bride and groom, include:  

• The Best Man - usually the best or closest male friend or a relative of the groom is 

given this place of honor.  

• Maid of honor - usually the best or closest female friend of the bride is given this place 

of honor. If married, she is called a “matron of honor”.  

• Groomsmen - one or more males that support the groom.  

• Bridesmaids - one or more females that support the bride.  

• Flower girl - a young girl who will scatter flowers in front of the bridal party.  

• Ringbearer - usually a young boy, who carries the wedding rings.  

• Ushers - usually males, who help with the seating and organization.  

• Junior Bridesmaids - a young girl (usually between 8 and 18 years old) who the bride 

wants to be in the ceremony, but is too old to be a flower girl.  

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Irene Goble  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Lynn Dowdy & Gail Lies 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Weird Marriage Laws 
 
Iowa – Illegal for Mustached Man to Kiss Women in Public  

Unfortunately, mustache rides are frowned upon in most social situations. The state of Iowa must 

have a real distaste for the hairy-lipped, though, because it is against the law for a man with a flavor 

saver to even kiss a woman in public.  

 

While the origins of this marital law are sketchy, it is believed that this bizarre piece of legislation 

served the citizens as blanket protection against those men who dared tickle their wife’s lips 

anywhere but in the privacy of their own home.  

 

Rhode Island – A Lunatic Marriage Is Null and Void  

There are some jaded people in this world that believe that those who attempt marriage are certifiably 

insane. We have a sneaking suspicion that many of those skeptics just might live in Rhode Island, 

where it is written in the marriage law books that a union is to be considered invalid if either party is 

declared an idiot or a lunatic. It is interesting that the smallest state in the union appears to have the 

most common sense.  

 

Arkansas – Husband Can Beat His Wife, But Not More Than Once a Month  

Old ball n’ chain been given you some serious lip lately? In Arkansas, gutless jerks can legally 

smack their women around a little, according to marriage law. Uh…  

 

This bizarre marriage law was put in place back in the 1800s, during a time when wife beating was 

not only accepted, but encouraged. Prior to 1871, husbands didn’t end up with their faces plastered 

all over the front page of the local paper for being terrible, abusive cowards. In fact, some idiots still 

believe wife-beating to be a long-honored “ancient” privilege.  

 

Thankfully, domestic violence laws have since swooped in and ultimately made it a potentially 

felonious act for any person to lay his or her hands on another person. You hear that ladies? Hands 

off.  

 

UTAH: First cousins can marry if both are at least 65 years old. Not only can first cousins over the 

age of 65 legally marry in Utah, but first cousins over the age of 55 can marry, too -- if neither is able 

to reproduce.  

 

MISSISSIPPI: A marriage license will not be issued if the applicants appear to be drunk, insane or 

imbeciles. If you're planning to get a marriage license in Mississippi, don't start celebrating too early. 

If the circuit court clerk issuing the license believes you and/or your significant other is drunk, insane 

or an "imbecile," he or she will not grant you a license.  

 

NEW ORLEANS: Mystics, fortune tellers and palm readers may not perform marriage ceremonies. 

Tough luck for anyone hoping to have their favorite fortune teller officiate their wedding. In New 

Orleans, this is illegal.   

 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Males over 16 years old may not seduce a woman by promising to marry her. 

Under South Carolina's Offenses Against Morality and Decency Act, it is a misdemeanor for a man 
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to seduce and deceive a woman by promising to marry her. However, the woman's testimony must be 

corroborated and she must not be proven to have been "lewd and unchaste" at the time of the offense.  

 

MONTANA: The bride and groom do not have to be present during the wedding  

Intended for members of the U.S. Armed Forces, "double proxy" marriages allow a couple to be 

married using "proxies." That is, the bride and groom can each authorize someone to stand in for 

them during the ceremony. A judge leads the two "proxies" in the marriage vows, and after the 

proxies sign the requisite paperwork, the "original" bride and groom are legally married. While other 

states allow "single proxy" marriages, Montana is the only to allow both the bride and the groom to 

be absent during the ceremony.  

 

DELAWARE: Annulment permitted if one or both parties entered into the marriage as a jest or dare. 

Next time you play "truth or dare," be careful not to dare anyone to get married. If you live in 

Delaware, that's grounds for an annulment. Makes you wonder how many couples dared each other 

to get married before this law was added to the books.  

 

TEXAS: There is no need to spend months or years planning every agonizing detail of your wedding 

to perfection in Texas. Forget the caterers, forget the music, and forget the photographers! All you 

need to do is publicly introduce someone as your husband or wife three times, and legally you are 

married!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

817 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/ www.gscca.net  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Lock-In 

8th Winter Edition - February 5, 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 
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