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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting will be  

Editor: Nancy Matthews October 20, 2019 

  

 

VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-THREE, ISSUE NUMBER TEN              OCTOBER 2019 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our 

September meeting was held in the Round 

Room at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library on September 15, 2019. Our 

speaker was Nancy Matthews. The program 

was “Family Tree Maker Users Group.”  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for October 

was held on October 12, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. in 

the Civic League of the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library. 

1. Christmas Party 

2. Elections 

3. 2020 Calendar 

4. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be Saturday, November 9, 2019 at 

2:00 p.m. in the Civic League Room. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

OCTOBER MEETING: The October 

Meeting will be October 20, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. 

in the Round Room at the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library. 

 

Our speaker will again be Nancy Matthews. 

The program will be “FTM Users Group.”  

We are trying to supplement the DNA 

programs presented by Debbie Atchley. 

 

Many of you have been able to upgrade to 

Family Tree Maker 2019. Hopefully, we can 

answer questions you might have. If you have 

received your email that your program is 

ready to download but you are not sure what 

to do next. We can help you. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2020 Calendars:  

 

DEADLINE FOR PICTURES IS AT 

THE OCTOBER 20 MEETING. 

 

2020 marks the 75th Anniversary of the End 

of World War II. We would like to honor our 

WWII Veterans. Did you have Soldiers, 

Sailors, Marines, Air Corps, Nurses or USO 

performers in your family? We would like to 

remember them in our calendar.  

 

Many of our mothers or grandmothers worked 

on the “Homefront”. This supported our 

fathers or grandfathers that were on the front 

lines. Do you have pictures of them at their 

jobs? 

 

Please send images that you would like to 

include as soon as possible. You can bring 

pictures to the meeting on October 20 and 

they can be scanned. This is the last chance to 

include your pictures. 

 

The goal is to have the calendar available at 

November 17, 2019 Meeting. 

 

Victory in Europe - 8 May 1945 

Victory in Japan - 2 September 1945 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

3-Part DNA Program 
 

Many thanks to Debbie Atchley for her 3-Part DNA Program. Many of you were able to attend. 

We hope that everyone learned a lot. Debbie is a member of the Tennessee Genealogical Society 

and periodically does additional programs for them. Watch the TNGS website www.tngs.org/ for 

information on upcoming programs. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NGS and FGS Announce Intent to Merge  
August 21, 2019 

 

In a historic move, the boards of the National Genealogical Society (NGS) and the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) announced today their intent to merge. The two 
organizations, both non-profit leaders in the dynamic genealogy industry, will form one 
consolidated group that will continue to operate as the National Genealogical Society. Both 
boards approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) earlier this week and jointly 
announced the news at the Opening Session of the FGS Family History Conference in 
Washington, D.C. this morning. 

Leaders of both organizations believe this merger will serve the genealogy community by 
improving the support of both individual members and societies in the pursuit of 
genealogical excellence. 

The organizational structure of NGS will be modified to increase functions that support 
genealogical societies and family organizations. Digitization projects of genealogical 
importance such as the War of 1812 pensions will continue. The two organizations will 
continue to operate independently while all details of the merger are completed, no later 
than October 1, 2020. 

Faye Stallings, President of FGS, said: “We are excited about this opportunity to combine 
with a premier organization that has been in operation since 1903. This will allow for 
improved and expanded services to help support societies.” Ben Spratling, President of the 
NGS, commented, “We look forward to continuing the strong legacy of FGS as a ‘gathering 
point’ for family historians and societies all across the nation.” 

Plans are still in place to hold our annual conference in Kansas City, Missouri, in 2020. Starting 

in 2021, the combined organization will hold one conference with four full days of genealogical 

lectures and a fifth day dedicated to society management topics. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

http://www.tngs.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ordering Military Records 
 

Many of you want to order Military Service Records from the National Archives. As many of 

have discovered, they are expensive and it can easily take as long as 6 months to receive your 

order.  

 

Another service that is available is Twisted Twigs Genealogy. You may already be familiar with 

their Facebook page - Twisted Twigs on Gnarled Branches. The Webpage can be found at 

https://twistedtwigsgenealogy.com/. The following is a list of the record groups that can be 

searched. The Website gives the rates for the type of record you are looking for. They also run 

specials on different record groups. Keep watch and take advantage of the specials. 

 

Land Records -  

   Military Bounty Land Applications  

- National Archives 

   Federal Land Entry Files - National  

Archives 

 

NARA Federal Records -  

   Works Progress Administration  

Project (WPA) 1937  

   Civilian Conservation Corps  

Personnel Files (CCC) 

   Works Projects Administration  

(WPA) Personnel File 

 

NARA Military Records 

   Civil War 

   Indian Wars 

   Korean War 

   Mexican American War 

   Philippine American War 

   Revolutionary War 

   Spanish American War 

   War of 1812 

   WWI 

   WWII 

 

 

From the Website:  
Twisted Twigs Genealogy is proud to offer the lowest record retrieval fees around, in addition 

to onsite access to Archive 1 (Washington D.C.), Archive 2 (College Park, Maryland), National 

Archives in St. Louis, Missouri, and the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC). Our team 

performs 100% of our record retrievals in house, from start to finish. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

ELECTIONS 
 

It is once again Election time. Elections are slated for the January 2020 Business Meeting. We 

are looking for a Nominating Committee. Please contact gscca@suddenlink.net if you are willing 

to serve on the Nominating Committee. We are also interested in knowing if you would like to 

be an Officer. If you think that you might be interested, please contact gscca@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

https://twistedtwigsgenealogy.com/
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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GSCCA Board 
President – Gail Lies  Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President - Deanna Ketcher  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

Members-At-Large: Irene Goble & Viola Snow 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

                     Barnhill’s Buffet 
             Saturday, December 14, 2019 

 

                                  11:00 - 1:00 

    Everyone is responsible for their own meal and tip 

 

Bring your family and join the fun. 

We hope to see you there. 

 

Door Prizes 
 

Once again, this year instead of having an Ornament Exchange, we are going to donate 

non-perishable food items to Helping Neighbors Food Pantry. For those who wish 

to participate, items will be collected at the Christmas Party. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Library Databases 
 

Are you aware that the Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library has a number of Genealogy 

Databases that you can use in your research? Many of these databases can be accessed from 

home. You need a Library Card and your PIN Number (last 4 numbers of your phone number) 

 

Go to www.libraryinjonesboro.org/, hover on the “Research” tab, click on “Databases”, scroll 

down and click on “Genealogy Databases”. Click on the selected database.  

 

Ancestry Library and American Ancestors are only available inside the library, but you can use 

your laptop. NewsBank, America’s Genealogy Bank, HeritageQuest Online, Fold 3 and Sanborn 

Maps for Arkansas can all be accessed from home. 

 

There a number of additional databases that the Library also has. Check the list. There might be 

one that you need. 

http://www.libraryinjonesboro.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

October 13, 1775 - The United States Navy was born after the Second Continental Congress 

authorized the acquisition of a fleet of ships. 

 

October 21, 1915 - The first transatlantic radio voice message was made by the American 

Telephone and Telegraph Company from Virginia to Paris.  

 

October 24, 1931 - Chicago gangster "Scarface" Al Capone was sentenced to 11 years in jail for 

Federal income tax evasion. In 1934, he was transferred to Alcatraz prison near San Francisco. 

He was paroled in 1939, suffering from syphilis. He retired to his mansion in Miami Beach 

where he died in 1947. 

 

October 26, 1881 - The shoot-out at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona, occurred between 

the feuding Clanton and Earp families. Wyatt Earp, two of his brothers and "Doc" Holliday 

gunned down two Clantons and two others.   
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

 
 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

734 likes 

 

 
315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

  
Genealogy Lock-In 

7th Winter Edition - February 1, 2020 

 

 
Melinda Dawson Rice 
Merle Norman Studios  

2200 Grecian Lane 

Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992  

870-239-8582 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/

