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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting will be  

Editor: Nancy Matthews October 21, 2018 

  

 
 
VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-TWO, ISSUE NUMBER TEN            OCTOBER 2018 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: The 

September Meeting was held on September 

16, 2018 in the Round Room at the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library.  

 Our speakers were Laura Rooks, Susie 

Grommet & Nancy Matthews. They brought 

us up-to-date on the Emerson Funeral Home 

Project and the Lake City (Eastern District) 

Probate Index Project. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for October 

was held on 7 October 2018 in the Civic 

League Room of the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library. 

1. Appointment of Elizabeth Stokes 

2. 2019 Calendar 

3. Upcoming Events 

4. Beginning Genealogy Class 

5. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be November 10, 2018. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

SEPTEMBER MEETING: The October 

Meeting will be held in the Round Room at 

the Jonesboro Craighead County Public 

Library on Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 2:00 

p.m. 

 Our speaker will be Joe Burns. The 

program will be Using the Ancestry Card 

Catalog. The program will also be extended.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Researching for Others: Are you doing 

research for others or would you be interested 

in doing research for others for a fee? Would 

you like your contact information listed on 

our Webpage? Please contact Nancy 

Matthews nlmatthews@suddenlink.net to 

have your information added. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2019 Calendars: We are looking for 

pictures of your family with animals. It can be 

with a family pet, maybe grandma is feeding 

the chickens or grandpa might be with his 

hunting dogs. You can email pictures to 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. You can also 

bring them to the September16 or October 21 

meeting to be scanned. We hope to have the 

calendars at the November 18 meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

Saturday, October 27, 2018 at the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library from 10:00 

to 3:00. There is a $25 charge for the class. 

You will receive a book plus additional 

handouts. There will be a two-hour session 

with a break for lunch followed by a second 

two-hour session. Please contact Nancy 

Matthews – 870-219-0535 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 

Please remember, if you have a group that is 

interested in a Beginning Genealogy class, a 

class can be scheduled at your convenience. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Arkansas Genealogical Society - 

 

Fall Seminar 

October 19-20, 2018 

 

Friday: October 19, 2018 

Speaker: Jeanne Rollberg 

 

Saturday: October 20, 2018 

Speaker: CeCe Moore (Genetic Genealogist) www.TheDNADetectives.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tennessee Genealogical Society - 

 

Fall Seminar 

November 3, 2018 

Speaker: Blaine T. Bettinger 

www.thegeneticgenealogist.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

NEARA Award for Exemplary Archival Research 
 

From: Meredith McFadden  
Archival Manager 

Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives 

 

NEARA is excited to call for submissions for the annual NEARA Award for Exemplary 

Archival Research. As the heart of our local history community, we hope to partner with you in 

spreading the word about the award this year.  

 

 “Entries wanted for the NEARA Award! This year is the 6th annual opportunity to submit an 

original, unpublished manuscript using NEARA’s resources for the chance to win a $1000 cash 

prize. Any topic is welcome with preference given to manuscripts using Territorial Arkansas 

records (1815-1836). Citations are required but any format is acceptable. Submissions due Feb 

1st. For more info, check out the AHA Award page 

http://arkansashistoricalassociation.org/?page_id=19 or contact NEARA 870.878.6521 or 

northeast.archives@arkansas.gov today!” 

 

Thank you for all that you do to promote and curate local history. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact me directly at 870.878.6521 or meredith.mcfadden@arkansas.gov.  

 

http://www.thednadetectives.com/
http://www.thegeneticgenealogist.com/
http://arkansashistoricalassociation.org/?page_id=19
mailto:northeast.archives@arkansas.gov
mailto:meredith.mcfadden@arkansas.gov
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

  Fat City Grill 

Saturday, December 8, 2018 
 

11:00 - 1:00 

Everyone is responsible for their own meal and tip 

 

Bring your family and join the fun. 

We hope to see you there. 

 

Door Prizes 
 

This year instead of having an Ornament Exchange, it has been decided to donate 

non-perishable food items to Helping Neighbors Food Pantry. For those who wish 

to participate, items will be collected at the Christmas Party. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

New Publicity Person: Thank you to Elizabeth Stokes for volunteering to fill the office of 

Publicity. Elizabeth was officially appointed by an email vote. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 Fall Genealogy Activities to Do in October 
By Sunny Jane Morton 

 

This month, we celebrate Family History Month and Halloween: what better time to pay attention to 

the deaths of our loved ones? Try these 5 tasks to honor their passing. 

1. Visit a family’s burial place 
Do this in-person if you can, or virtually if it’s too far away. (If you’re searching from afar, turn to 

top cemetery websites to locate your ancestor’s place of rest.) Find your relatives’ headstones. Study 

them for clues about their lives. Take clear, close-up photographs of their markers; you may want to 

take several until you get the optimum angle and lighting. (Think twice before doing a gravestone 

rubbing.) 

Next, look for other family burials nearby. Image those individually and then take a few 

“group shots” to show how they’re clustered. Walk around the cemetery to learn more about the 

context in which that person was laid to rest. Was the cemetery segregated into chronological, ethnic 

or religious sections? Take a minute to appreciate what you see, as Ashlee Peck did in her cemetery 

tour last fall. This article is packed with tips to help you get the most out of a trip to the cemetery. 

2. Image tombstones 
Help document the world’s cemeteries before inscriptions fade and stones crumble away—it happens 

faster than you’d think. Search for burial grounds near you at Find A Grave>Cemeteries>Browse by 

Location, or by using the BillionGraves website (Research>Cemetery Search) or mobile app 

(Cemeteries): 

Watch for cemeteries that don’t have few or no tombstones listed (on BillionGraves, those 

without any entries show up as blue icons). Follow instructions on the site to take and upload photos 

of individual gravestones. Transcribe them, too, if you like. 

For bonus points, respond to someone’s request for a tombstone image. At BillionGraves, 

watch for an orange icon on the cemetery map, which means someone has requested a gravestone 

image. Select that cemetery, scroll down and click on a Photo Request and follow the instructions. At 

Find A Grave, go to an individual cemetery’s home page and click on Photo Requests. 

3. Gather obituaries 
Review your family tree for all relatives who have died within the last 120 years, or even the last 150 

years. These are the ones most likely to have had obituaries or death notices appear in newspapers. 

Gather as many as you can find for each relative; sometimes different papers ran slightly different 

versions of an obituary. Places to look for obituaries: 

• The free U.S. newspaper website, Chronicling America, and other collections of digitized 

newspapers online. 

• Huge collections of indexed obituaries are at the free FamilySearch.org (US, GenealogyBank 

Obituaries, 1980-2014) and subscription website Ancestry.com (try the US Obituary 

Collection, 1930-2018 and Historical Newspapers, BMD, 1851-2003). Don’t neglect smaller 

collections obituaries at these websites; search by record type, narrowing the category down 

to death records. If you participate in the FamilySearch global Family Tree, you can explore 

obituaries that have already been found for your ancestors. 

• Genealogy subscription websites Findmypast.com and MyHeritage.com both have large 

collections of digitized newspapers you can search yourself. At Findmypast, go to Search > 

Newspapers & Periodicals > U.S. and World Newspapers. Enter a name and any desired 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/store/index.php/catalogsearch/result/?q=Sunny%20Jane%20Morton
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/top-cemetery-websites/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/articles/news-blogs/now-what/dont-get-arrested-doing-a-tombstone-rubbing/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/articles/news-blogs/now-what/dont-get-arrested-doing-a-tombstone-rubbing/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/articles/spring-grove-visit-cemetery-day/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/articles/spring-grove-visit-cemetery-day/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/tombstone-tales/
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-browse
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-browse
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2333694
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2333694
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=7545
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=7545
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=50000
https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/obituaries
https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/obituaries
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keywords across the top of the screen and run the search. Afterward, narrow the search 

results by state and even by newspaper. At MyHeritage.com, go to Research>Newspapers. 

Run a search for your relatives from this main page, or choose a collection in which to target 

your search. 

• Contact local-to-your-ancestors public libraries and genealogical societies to see what 

resources they offer for finding obituaries. 

4. Review death certificates 
Do another sweep of your family tree for death records. Do you have copies of these (not just 

indexes) for every possible relative in the past 150 years? If you don’t, search for online collections 

you may have missed by Googling terms such as death records Pennsylvania genealogy or searching 

the FamilySearch wiki for articles about specific locales, which may point to resources you need. 

If you don’t find any civil death records online, the FamilySearch wiki may tell you why not 

(perhaps the state doesn’t make them publicly available). Sometimes death certificates are available 

but you have to contact a state or county office to request a copy. The searches recommended in this 

section will likely include results that tell you how to do this. Ordering individual records can be 

pricey, but for key relatives, may be worth it. 

5. Look for alternative records 
Even if you find a headstone, obituary and a death certificate, other end-of-life records may reveal 

even more about your family history—or lead you back to missing records. For example, I wasn’t 

able to obtain a death certificate for Henry Fox because these are restricted by Colorado law. But I 

contacted the cemetery office, which pointed me to the funeral home, which sent me a copy of his 

file. The file contained a copy of his death certificate and several versions of his obituary. 

Records you might search for include: 

• Cemetery plot purchases, sexton’s records, maps or other records; 

• Cemetery plot purchases, sexton’s records, maps or other records; 

• Funeral home records; 

• Wills and probate records (these aren’t always easy to access in county courthouses but 

Ancestry.com has posted more than 170 million records spanning all 50 states); 

• Coroner’s records, if an autopsy was performed. 

Mine these documents for every genealogical clue they may hold. Compare those clues across all the 

records you find, to verify what you’ve learned and watch for inconsistencies. Then use those clues 

to learn even more (for example, follow that mention of a school, church or job in an obituary to 

related records). Death-related records don’t just tell you about someone’s death: they often reveal 

that person’s life, too. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Officers: 
President – Gail Lies  Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President - Deanna Ketcher  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer/Membership – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

 

Members-At-Large: Debbie Powers, & Betty Woodall   

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/7-records-in-cemeteries/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/7-records-in-cemeteries/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/now-what-relative-research/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/probate-records-workbook
https://search.ancestry.com/search/group/US_WillsProbate
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/document-detective-coroner-report/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

 

 

 
315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 
 

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 
  

 

 
Melinda Dawson 
Merle Norman Studios  

2200 Grecian Lane 

Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992  

870-239-8582 
 

mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/

