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MEETING HAPPENINGS: The 

September Meeting was held at the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library on 

September 24, 2017. Our speaker was to be 

Brian Irby from the Arkansas State Archives. 

Unfortunately, he was unable to come and 

Meredith McFadden from NEARA spoke to 

us about the Arkansas State Archives and 

some of the new things that are happening 

there. Thank you so much Meredith. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for October 

was held on October 7, 2017 in the Civic 

League at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library 

1. 2018 Calendar 

2. Beginning Genealogy Class 

3. Alive After Five 

4. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be November 11, 2017 at 2:00. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

OCTOBER MEETING: The October 

Meeting will be held in the Round Room at 

the Jonesboro Craighead County Public 

Library on October 15, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. Our 

speaker will be Nan Snider. Her topic will be 

Outhouses. Come and join the fun. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2018 Calendar Photos - The Theme for 

the Calendar Photos is Groups. We need 

pictures of Family Reunions, Birthdays and other 

groups made before 1980. Please either email 

your picture to gscca@suddenlink.net or 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. You can also bring 

your picture to the October meeting and it can be 

scanned. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 at the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library from 10:00 

to 3:00. There will be a two-hour session with 

a break for lunch followed by a second two-

hour session. Space is limited. Please contact 

Nancy Matthews – 870-219-0535 or 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. This is the last 

planned Beginner’s Class until 2018. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Alive After Five is an event held in 

Downtown Jonesboro on the 4th Thursday of 

each month during the summer months. The 

theme for September was History. On 

September 21, 2017, GSCCA shared a booth 

with the Library. We were able to talk to a 

number of people and share information about 

our Society. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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NAME  PT - SEC  SEC  TWP  RNG  ACRES  VALUE 

 

Doshie Sims SW – NE 1 15 4 40 $  100.00 

Doshie Sims NE – NE 1 15 4 49 $    80.00 

John McCullough W ½ - SW 1 15 4 80 $  500.00 

J. M. Robinson SE - SW 1 15 4 40 $    50.00 

Joseph Adams E ½ - SE 1 15 4 80 $  100.00 

John G. R. Nisbett SW - SE 1 15 4 40 $  100.00   

A. M. Davis SE - NE 1 15 4 78 $    40.00 

M. M. Winn NW - NE 1 15 4 40 $  100.00 

M. M. Winn SE - NW 1 15 4 40 $    80.00 

W. H. Cate NE – SW 1 15 4 40 $    80.00 

James H. Edwards N ½ - NW 1 15 4 80 $  100.00 

James H. Edwards SW – NW 1 15 4 40 $    50.00 

 

Mary C. Carsons E ½ SE - SE 2 15 4 20 $    40.00 

J. H. Edwards W ½ NE - SE 2 15 4 20 $    40.00 

J. H. Edwards W ½ - SE 2 15 4 80 $1500.00 

J. H. Edwards          - SW 2 15 4 160 $  320.00 

J. H. Edwards Pt. NE - SE 2 15 4 2 $      5.00 

J. H. Edwards          - NE 2 15 4 160 $  700.00 

J. H. Edwards SE – NW 2 15 4 40 $    40.00 

W. J. Jannigan N ½ - NW 2 15 4 82 $    82.00 

W. J. Jannigan W ½ SE -SE 2 15 4 20 $  300.00 

John McCullough  E ½ NE - SE 2 15 4 20 $  100.00 

Mrs. Mary A. Ray SW - NW 2 15 4 40 $    80.00 

J. A. Dickson Pt - Q 2 15 4 Twn Lot $    15.00 

 

S. E. Rutherford SE - NW 3 15 4 40 $  100.00 

S. E. Rutherford SW- NE 3 15 4 40 $  100.00 

W. S. Dacus SW - NW 3 15 4 40 $  175.00 

W. S. Dacus NW – AW 3 15 4 40 $  175.00 

W. S. Davis  S ½ - SW 3 15 4 80 $  160.00 

Jacob Rauth N ½ - NE 3 15 4 82 $  100.00 

C & F Rail Road SE – NE 3 15 4 40 $    80.00 

J. H. Edwards       - SE 3 15 4 160 $  160.00 

J. H. Edwards N ½ - NW 3 15 4 80 $      -0- 

B. Kirby NE – SW 3 15 4 40 $    80.00 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mark Your Calendar 

 
The GSCCA Christmas Party will be Saturday, December 9, 2017 from 11:00 until 1:00. 

Bring your Families 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Researchers shed light on Neanderthals' legacy in humans 
 

Some human traits that are linked to sunlight — including mood and sleep patterns — may be influenced 

by a person's Neanderthal forefathers, according to a study published Thursday. 

 

Researchers examined the genome of more than 100,000 Britons who inherited DNA from Neanderthal 

ancestors and found they reported higher rates of listlessness, loneliness, staying up late and smoking. 

 

The study by scientists at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany, 

also confirmed that some Neanderthal DNA found in people of non-African descent affects their skin and 

hair color, though not in any single direction. 

 

The findings suggest Neanderthals were already well-adapted to low and variable levels of sunlight in 

Europe when modern humans first arrived there from Africa some 50,000 years ago, said Michael 

Dannemann, who co-authored the study published in the American Journal of Human Genetics. 

 

Scientists have known for years that Neanderthals and modern humans interbred. About 2 percent of the 

DNA of people of non-African descent comes from Neanderthals, a species that became extinct about 

40,000 years ago. 

 

Previous studies have examined the link between diseases and Neanderthal DNA, concluding that the 

ancient DNA can influence illnesses such as diabetes. 

 

Dannemann and his colleague Janet Kelso decided to look at the impact of Neanderthal DNA on non-

disease traits in modern humans. They compared DNA patterns from 112,338 people of British ancestry 

stored in a databased called the U.K. Biobank with the genome of a Neanderthal found in southern 

Siberia, near the Russia-Mongolia border. 

 

They were able to link 15 physical traits to Neanderthal DNA, including several traits for hair and skin 

color but also behavior, such as a person's 'chronotype' — that is, whether they are a morning or an 

evening person. Those with specific sections of Neanderthal DNA were noticeably more likely to 

describe themselves as an evening person. 

 

"What we could see is that most of them correlate to how much exposure to sunlight you have," said 

Dannemann. 

 

In a separate study, published Thursday in the journal Science, researchers examined the DNA of a 

Neanderthal genome found in a cave in Croatia. 

 

The paper, also co-authored by scientists from the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in 

Leipzig, describes Neanderthal DNA found in modern humans that has been linked to eating disorders, 

rheumatoid arthritis and schizophrenia. 

 

"This adds to mounting evidence that Neanderthal ancestry influences disease risk in present-day humans, 

particularly with respect to neurological, psychiatric, immunological, and dermatological phenotypes," 

the authors conclude. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://abcnews.go.com/topics/lifestyle/health/eating-disorders.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/lifestyle/health/arthritis.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/lifestyle/health/schizophrenia.htm
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

'Who is a Jew?' can now be answered by genetic testing  
By JEREMY SHARON 
10/03/2017  

 
 

The mass immigration of Jews from the FSU to Israel was seen as a welcome blessing, but many have 

experienced difficulties proving their Jewish identity.  

 
A new ruling in Jewish law permitting a specific genetic test to be used as proof of Jewish descent for certain 

Ashkenazi Jews is being promoted as a possible solution for potentially hundreds of thousands of Israeli citizens 

from the former Soviet Union (FSU) having difficulty proving their Jewish status. 

 

The ruling comes from Rabbi Yosef Carmel, who is both co-head of the Eretz Hemdah Institute for Advanced 

Jewish Studies and a senior rabbinical judge on the private Eretz Hemdah rabbinical court in south Jerusalem. 

 

The mass immigration of Jews from the FSU to Israel was widely seen as a welcome blessing for the country, but 

many of them have experienced difficulties proving their Jewish identity for marriage and other personal status 

requirements due to the suppression of religious activity by the former Soviet regime. 

 

This has caused, and continues to cause, severe problems for these immigrants and their descendants, and threatens 

to become a wider social problem if ever-greater numbers of such people have their Jewish status rejected by the 

rabbinical courts and the Chief Rabbinate, as has been happening of late. 

 

A new volume of responsa on matters of Jewish law, written at the Eretz Hemdah Institute under the direction and 

guidance of Carmel and Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich, who also co-heads the institute, deals with a case in Munich, 

Germany, several years ago in which a woman sought to join a Jewish community and claimed to be Jewish. 

 

She was asked for proof of her Jewish status, but much of her family had perished in the Holocaust and her living 

relatives would not help her since her maternal grandmother had survived and vowed not to have any further 

connection to the Jewish people. With no other way of proving her Jewish lineage, the woman took a mitochondrial 

DNA test and submitted it as evidence that she was indeed Jewish. 

 

Carmel explained to The Jerusalem Post the scientific rationale behind the claim. 

 

Mitochondrial DNA, the genetic material present in cellular bodies called mitochondria, is inherited exclusively 

from a person’s mother, and therefore genetic markers in this DNA can be traced back many generations to 

determine a person’s maternal ancestors with a high degree of certainty. 

 

According to the rabbi, experts in Jewish genealogy and history have determined that fully 40% of all Ashkenazi 
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Jews are descended from just four Jewish women who left the Middle East over 1,000 years ago and settled in 

Europe. 

 

According to the scientific report commissioned by Eretz Hemdah for its ruling, there is a certainty of at least 90% 

and up to 99% that someone bearing specific genetic markers in their mitochondrial DNA is descended from one of 

these women. 

 

The report was authored by Prof. Karl Skorecki, a prominent geneticist at the Technion-Israel Institute of 

Technology and Rambam Medical Center in Haifa, and Dr. Shai Tzur, a fellow geneticist from Rambam. 

 

Carmel insists the genetic test cannot be used to revoke someone’s Jewish status – even if they were found not to 

have the relevant genetic markers – since only 40% of Ashkenazi Jews have them, and someone without them likely 

comes from the other 60% of the extended Ashkenazi Jewish family. He also avers that there is “no such thing as a 

Jewish gene,” explaining that the mitochondrial genetic test simply determines ancestry, not Jewishness. 

 

But for the immigrants who belong to the 40% of Ashkenazi Jews descended from the four women, the test could be 

a breakthrough in their efforts to prove their Jewish status if they lack other forms of conventional proof, such as 

Soviet-era documentation and witnesses. 

 

Carmel says that because the test relates very specifically to one group of people descended from four individuals, it 

cannot be abused in the future as a prerequisite for determining Jewish status. 

 

“There would be no point at all in trying to search for a Jewish gene because it doesn’t exist,” he said in response to 

the question of whether other genetic tests could be sought for Jewish status affirmation in the future. 

 

Carmel and Ehrenreich have submitted their responsa and the genetic study to the Chief Rabbinate in the hope that 

the test could be accepted as valid by the rabbinical courts as a way of proving the Jewish status of citizens who are 

otherwise unable to do so. 

 

However, Rabbi Seth Farber, head of the ITIM religious services advisory organization, expressed concern that the 

test could constitute the beginning of a slippery slope to greater reliance on scientific methods to prove Jewishness, 

which he said runs counter to traditional Jewish law. 

 

“In traditional Jewish communities, principles in Jewish law such as the presumption that a person or family is 

Jewish are what allowed Jews from the next neighborhood or shtetl to marry each other, and created a sense of 

community and kinship,” Farber said. 

 

He added that using scientific means to determine Jewishness could lead rabbinical judges to reject less precise but 

totally valid tools in Jewish law to establish someone’s Jewish status. 

 

He pointed to a recent decision by the Supreme Rabbinical Court and its president, Sephardi Chief Rabbi Yitzhak 

Yosef, overturning the ruling of a lower court that had rejected a man’s Jewish status following a Jewish status 

clarification investigation. 

 

Yosef ruled, according to the principle of majority, that since 75% to 80% of people undergoing such investigations 

are found to be Jewish, the man in question could also be presumed to be Jewish. 

 

Farber said that genetic tests could threaten the use of such decision-making tools by rabbinical judges. 

 

Carmel said in response to these issues that "While we appreciate Rabbi Farber's concerns, our experience is that 

there are indeed many people who are truly unsure of their Jewish status and certainly unable to provide sufficient 

proof to be accepted by many rabbinical courts, and thus we would not want to deprive them of this opportunity to 

prove their Jewish identity. The concern of a slippery slope in this case seems less valid, because the mtDNA testing 

only applies to one segment of Ashkenazi Jews, and thus even if one does not turn up positive in the testing, all 

other current paths of proving Jewish identity are still open before him or her." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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