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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 October 18, 2015 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER NINETEEN, ISSUE NUMBER TEN                                OCTOBER 2015 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our 

September meeting was held on September 

20, 2015 at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library. Our program was a 

Roundtable Discussion. Topics included 

Brickwall  Ancestors and Using DNA 

Matches. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for October 

was held on October 10, 2015.  

1. Beginner’s Class 

2. 2016 Calendars 

3. Seminars 

4. 2015 Christmas Party 

5. The Executive Board for November 

has been canceled. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OCTOBER MEETING: Our October 

Meeting will be October 18, 2015 at 2:00 in 

the Round Room of the Jonesboro Library. 

Our speaker will be Danny Honnoll and his 

program will be on the Civil War. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2015 Christmas Party 

 

Even though it feels nothing like Christmas 

when you step out the door, mark your 

calendar for December 5, 2015 at Fat City 

Steak and Grillhouse. We will be there from 

11:30 until 1:30. Additional information will 

be in upcoming newsletters. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

Saturday, October 17, 2015 at the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library from 10:00 

to 3:00. There will be a two-hour session with 

a break for lunch followed by a second two-

hour session. Please contact Nancy Matthews 

– 870-219-0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2016 Calendars 
 

It is time to think about our calendar for 2016. 

This time we are interested in FASHION. We 

are looking for everything from Grandma 

feeding the chickens in her sunbonnet and 

apron to Fancy Dress. We are looking for the 

1850s to the 1950s. We also would like to 

know something about each picture. 

 

If you have photos you would like to 

contribute, you can email a scanned image to 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net or 

gscca@suddenlink.net. You can also bring the 

photo to the regular meeting and it will be 

scanned. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Executive Board Meeting for November 

has been canceled. Most of us will be 

attending the Tennessee Genealogical Society 

Seminar in Germantown.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES 

 
Page 64 

 

NAME  PT / SEC  SEC  TWP  RNG  ACRES  VALUE 

 

Blank       - E 1/2 35 14 5 320 $    -0- 

D. W. Cosler       - W 1/2 35 14 5 320 $  320.00 

 

Rachael Downs SE - SE 36 14 5   40 $  200.00 

D. W. Cosler       - NE 36 14 5  160 $  320.00 

Same E 1/2- NW 36 14 5    80 $    80.00 

Same       - SW 36 14 5  160 $  160.00 

Same W 1/2-SE 36 14 5    80 $    80.00 

Same NE -  SE 36 14 5    40 $    80.00 

Mary E. Parr W 1/2 - NW 36 14 5    80 $    25.00 

 
END OF RANGE 5 

    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

SEMINARS / WORKSHOPS 
 

TENNESSEE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY SEMINAR 

 November 7, 2015 Germantown Church of Christ 8723 Poplar Pike 

 Registration : $50.00 -- Pre-registration is REQUIRED -- Deadline October 30, 2015 

 Lunch included with registration 8:30 - 4:00 

Speaker: D. Joshua Taylor 

 The Modern-Genealogist:  Timesaving Tips for Every Researcher 

 Newspapers in Your Research 

Bridging the Gap:  Finding Ancestors in the US between 1780 and 1830 

The Web, the World and You! (Advanced Internet Researching) 

 

Additional information: http://www.tngs.org/ - click Bookstore - click Seminar 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: It is once again time to select a slate of nominations for 

officers to be presented to the Society.  Some of the current officers are not able to remain in 

their positions. The Nominating Committee is, Viola Snow violaesnow@yahoo.com, Patsy 

Penney pwpenney@outlook.com and Nancy Matthews nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. If you 

would like to serve as an officer or member at large, please contact someone on the Nominating 

Committee. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.tngs.org/
mailto:violaesnow@yahoo.com
mailto:pwpenney@outlook.com
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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Calling All Ancestors - A Halloween History  

 

There was a time when Halloween was about welcoming the spirits of dead ancestors to walk the 

earth. The holiday of dead spirits is in fact a tradition that dates back long before candy and 

costume companies got a hold of it. Two thousand years ago, the Celts of Northern Europe 

celebrated the first festival of Samhain (pronounced ‘sow-in’ meaning end of summer.) Samhain 

marked the beginning of winter and the Celtic New Year. This one night a year the Celts 

believed the veil between the living and the dead was most permeable allowing the spirits of the 

dead to roam the earth. Families set out food and wine just in case their ancestors dropped by for 

a visit in the form of a black cat. 

 

For some it may have been a little unsettling sitting around waiting for spirits to manifest. This 

encouraged people to dress in costumes of the dead in order to camouflage themselves and blend 

in with the real spirits. Then parades began in the hopes of drawing the spirits away from their 

homes. Druid Priests built hilltop fires to encourage the end of winter and the return of the sun. 

For good fortune, people would bring the fires from the hilltop to hearths in their homes by way 

of carrying the hot embers in hollowed out turnips. To ensure a safe journey home and to ward 

off the evil spirits they would carve scary faces into the turnips, thus illuminating the first jack-o-

lanterns. 

 

By the middle ages, the Catholic Church established a trio of holidays known as Hallowmas, 

October 31st became all Hallows eve, November 1st became All Saints Day and November 2nd 

became All Souls Day. In place of setting out treats for the dead, Catholics were encouraged to 

offer “soul cakes” small pastries and breads to the poor in exchange for prayers for departed 

family members. Town’s people still masqueraded but now they dressed as angels, saints and 

devils and visited from house to house, a tradition that evolved into trick or treating. The 

Christian holiday was meant to end Samhain, instead it solidified the holiday of Halloween. 

 

Halloween did not take hold in North America until the 19th century with the arrival of Irish and 

Scottish immigrants. Prior a Catholicism based tradition was not a popular idea and in light of 

the hysteria of the Salem Witch Trials, the thought of inviting devils to walk among the living 

was not highly encouraged. Once Halloween took hold in North America, it became a harvest 

festival, pumpkins replaced turnips, games and parties became the rage. As time passed, 

Halloween became less engaged by adults and became a children’s holiday. 

 

Today, Halloween bears little resemblance to its origin. Many would suggest our ancestors were 

naive to believe spirits of the dead walk among us. However, I can't be certain the 

commercialism that revolves around October 31st today makes us anymore the wiser. I also have 

to wonder what Halloween will look like 100 years from now? Will it exist at all? 

 

I for one would like to acknowledge the original intention of the day and would welcome sitting 

down to a glass of wine with the spirits of my dead ancestors. I may even get a few of my 

genealogy questions answered.... now that would be a treat. 

 

Happy Halloween! 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

October is Family History Month 
 

Family history/genealogy appears to be a very popular hobby, not just in America but throughout 

much of the world. There is much debate as to where it ranks in the list of most popular hobbies, 

but there is no doubt that family history is hugely popular and becoming even more so each year. 

October has been officially listed as Family History Month within the US. It is a time to 

remember our roots and celebrate our unique histories and identities. It also happens to be the 

month that we celebrate several specific heritage days (German-American month, Italian 

Heritage month, Polish American Heritage month, etc.) 

To celebrate this month, there are a number of easy and enjoyable activities that you can be a 

part of. Below I’ve listed several activities that you can start doing to keep in the spirit of Family 

History Month. 

1. Start researching your family tree—Starting your own family tree is a lot easier than 

you might think. Start by talking to your parents and other family members. What they 

tell you can provide you with some great clues to where to start looking for information. 

There are some great online genealogy sites to help you get started. These sites all 

provide excellent guides and easy to follow helps to get you started. Visit 

www.familysearch.org, (free) Ancestory.com ($), MyHeritage.com (free), and many 

other genealogy websites to take the first steps to get started.    

2. Record some of your parents’ memories of their younger years—You think you know 

your parents until they start talking about things that happened before you were born or 

things that they never spoke to you about when you were a child. One day your parents 

will be gone and you will not be able to go to them to get their advice. Why don’t you do 

it now and have it preserved so that you can enjoy and their posterity for generations to 

come can benefit. Not sure what questions to ask? Visit the FamilySearch.org Wiki and 

see hundreds of thought provoking questions. 

3. Post your photographs on the internet for others to enjoy—Many of the online 

genealogy websites mentioned above provide a safe place to store and share family 

photographs. You can also add stories with your photographs. Now, when kids have to do 

a family history report for their school project, it will be as simply as logging on to a 

family history website and downloading some pictures, a story or two and some historical 

facts. It just doesn’t get any easier than that. 

4. Begin writing down some of your own life stories—Most people think that writing a 

personal history is such a huge task that they never get around to writing it. But if you 

break it down to answering just one question a week, it’s amazingly fast and simple a 

personal history comes together. I would give almost anything to have had even just one 

of my ancestors write down some of his/her thoughts and have them to read today. What 

a priceless legacy to leave to your posterity. 

5. Record the voices of your young children or grandchildren and keep them to listen 

to when they are older—We all love how adorable our kids and grandkids sound when 

they are young and their high angelic voices say the cutest things. But before you know 

https://familysearch.org/ask/gettingStarted
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Creating_A_Personal_History
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it, those kids grow up and those sweet voices fade away and are forgotten. Take an hour 

or two one evening and spend some fun family time recording your kids sharing stories 

with you and singing their favorite songs. It’s quick and inexpensive and will be a 

treasure forever. 

6. Visit a cemetery and take pictures of family tombstones—This not as gruesome as 

you might first think and it’s very easy to do this from the comfort of your home. With 

internet sites like BillionGraves.com and FindAGrave.com, it’s amazingly easy to find an 

ancestor’s tombstone. Both of these sites have millions of pictures of tombstones from 

cemeteries throughout the world. Try it. may be surprised at how easy it is. 

7. Call a relative you haven’t heard from in a long time and reestablish those family 

connections—Most calling plans allow you to call anywhere in the United States and 

talk as long as you want for no additional cost. So, you can’t use the excuse that it’s too 

expensive to call Aunt Fern in Sheboygan. Take a minute and think about a family 

member you haven’t spoken to in a while and give them a jingle.  It’s time to renew those 

bonds with that cousin or aunt you haven’t heard from for so long. It’s time to catch up 

with what’s happening with them. 

8. Cook a family favorite dish and invite family or friends over to enjoy it with you—

Every family has a dish that has been handed down for generations. Why not cook a 

family dish each week during this month and explain to your kids where it came from. 

You say you don’t have any family dishes that were passed down?  Well, create some, 

write down the recipe and tell your kids that you are starting a tradition that you want 

them to pass down to their kids. 

from: FamilySearch.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://billiongraves.com/
http://www.findagrave.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

October 2015 --  

      October 2 & 3 - AGS Annual Conference - Speaker: Paula Stuart-Warren 

      October 12 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Lib. 

      October 20 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

November 2015 --  

      November 7 - Tennessee Genealogical Society Seminar - 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Speaker: D. Joshua Taylor 

      November 15 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

December 2015 --  

      December 5 - Christmas Party - 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. - Fat City Steak and Grillhouse 

 

January 2016 --  
      January 9 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      January 17 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

            Elections - Year-End Reports - Overview of the Upcoming Year 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CORPORATE MEMBERS: 

      

     

 

 
                  870-935-1397                                                     315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

                                                                    870-935-5133 

 
 

 

 

 

      Merle Norman Studios 

      2200 Grecian Lane 

      Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992 

 

Officers: 
President – Betty Woodall  Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President - Deanna Ketcher  Corresponding Secretary – Peggy Shaw 

Treasurer/Membership – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Gail Lies 

Publicity – Jan Beasley  Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Members-At-Large: Laura Rooks, Debbie Powers & Susie Grommet 


