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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 October 17, 2010 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER FOURTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER TEN                                     October 2010 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our 

September Meeting was held on September 

19, 2010. Our speaker was Dr. Kenneth 

Startup. His topic was: A Tiger, a Fish, a 

River, a Princess: An Empire Lost, an Empire 

Born. As always it was a wonder program. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for September 

was held on October 9, 2010 

1. Upcoming Events 

2. AGS Seminar 

3. Ridge Roots 2011 

4. Beginner’s Class 

5. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be November 13, 2010 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OCTOBER MEETING: Our October 

meeting will be held on October 17, 2010 at 

2:00 p.m. in the Round Room at the 

Jonesboro Craighead Public Library. Our 

speaker will be Lynn Dowdy. Her program 

will be -- Betsy Ross: You May Think You 

Know Betsy Ross - But You Don't. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2011 CALENDARS: Our 2011 Calendar 

is ready. They are available for $5.00 each. 

We will have them at the meeting or you may 

contact Nancy Matthews at either 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net or 870-219-

0535. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LENDING LIBRARY: 
The Society has a number of lectures on CD. 

Each lecture is about an hour. Using these 

CDs we have set up a Lending Library. Any 

member may check out a CD. To check out 

the CDs there is a $10.00 refundable fee. You 

will also have access to syllabus pages for the 

lecture. To check out a CD you need to e-mail 

Judy Clark nimue@suddenlink.net and let her 

know which CD you would like to check out. 

She will then bring it to the meeting. NEW 

TITLES ARE BEING ADDED TO OUR 

LIBRARY. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BEGINNING GENEALOGY: The 

next Beginning Genealogy class will be a 

Saturday class on October 16 from 1 to 4 p.m. 

at the Jonesboro Craighead County Public 

Library. This will be the last class until 2011. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RIDGE ROOTS 2011 
 

Mark your calendar. Make your plans to 

attend Ridge Roots 2011: A Genealogy 

Seminar the weekend of April 8, 9 & 10, 

2011. After considering a number of speakers 

and member requests, we have invited Leslie 

Smith McConachie to return and be our 

speaker. The Seminar will be held at the 

Jonesboro Craighead County Library in the 

Round Room. Additional information will be 

posted as it becomes available. Please check 

the website www.gscca.net.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:nimue@suddenlink.net
http://www.gscca.net/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

October 16, 2010 – Beginner’s Class 1 – 4 p.m. 

October 17, 2010 – Society General Meeting 

 Speaker: Lynn Dowdy 

November 5 & 6 - Arkansas Genealogy Society Seminar - Little Rock, Arkansas 

            Speaker: Paula Stuart Warren – form available at  

 http://www.agsgenealogy.org/pdf_files/events/AGS_seminar2010.pdf  

November 13 - Executive Board Meeting  

November 21 - Society General Meeting  

December 2010 – Christmas Party 

January 8, 2011 – Executive Board Meeting 

January 16, 2011 – Society General Meeting – Elections 

February 12, 2011 – Executive Board Meeting 

February 20, 2011 – Society General Meeting 

March 12, 2011 – Executive Board Meeting 

March 20, 2011 – Society General Meeting 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

ON THIS DAY 
 

October 1, 1908 – The Model T, sometimes known as the “Tin Lizzie,” rolled off the production 

line at $850 each. The car was manufactured for almost 20 years before it was discontinued. 

 

October 4, 1957 – “Leave it to Beaver” premiered on CBS. CBS dropped the show after a year 

but ABC picked it up. ABC aired the program for an additional 5 years. 

 

October 11, 1871 – A three-day fire that swept through Chicago leaving 300 dead and thousands 

homeless was finally extinguished. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Arkansas Genealogy Society  

Fall Seminar 

 
November 5-6, 2010 

 

TEARS, SETTLERS, RAILROADS & STEEPLES: 

TRACING ANCESTRAL TRACKS 

 

Additional Information: 

http://www.agsgenealogy.org/pdf_files/events/AGS_seminar2010.pdf  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.agsgenealogy.org/pdf_files/events/AGS_seminar2010.pdf
http://www.agsgenealogy.org/pdf_files/events/AGS_seminar2010.pdf
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

According to a newspaper article by Harry Lee Williams (History of Craighead County), in 

1917 the women’s clubs of Arkansas prepared a history for each county in the state. Thank you 

to Lloyd McCracken for tracking down this file in the UALR archives in Little Rock. The 

document has been placed on our website. Go to www.gscca.net. Click on “County Records” and 

then click on “Women’s Club History of Craighead County.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Your help is needed. In January it will again be time for elections. We are looking for people that 

would be willing to serve as an officer or a member at large on the Executive Board. If you 

would like to be on the Board or know someone that would, please contact one of the members 

of the Nominating Committee. They are Rusty Dancer dancerrm@yahoo.com, Bob Hare 

lindahare@suddenlink.net or Ruth Throesch drthroesch@sbcglobal.net. Not all of the existing 

officers can remain in their positions. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

40 Places to Find Vital Records Information 

Part 1: The First 10 
by Gena Philibert Ortega 

As I was driving home from the store today, the car in front of me had a license plate holder that proudly 

exclaimed that he was from New York. I thought it was funny that basically his car provides some 

genealogical evidence of his life. It then occurred to me that genealogy is everywhere, however 

sometimes we get in ruts and don't enlarge our scope of thinking about places to search for that piece of 

evidence that would point to the date of our ancestor's birth, marriage or death. 

Now some of the documents listed below may not give you an actual date of the event but they may give 

you a clue. For example, land deeds aren't going to provide a death date but they may show a widow 

and/or her children selling land after her husband dies. An ancestor may be shown paying taxes year after 

year and then he disappears from the tax roll. 

In some cases you can find the documents listed through an online subscription site or you may find them 

by researching at a library, archive or museum. Don't forget to use the National Union Catalog of 

Manuscript Collections (NUCMC) and the Periodical Source Index (PERSI) as you research. 

Here are the first 10 resources to look for. 

1. State Vital Record Certificates 
This is usually the first source we look for, the birth, marriage or death certificate of an ancestor. While 

this should be our first stop, remember that states differ on when they required vital record registration. 

Information may be found about where to order these from Vitalrec.com. Also check out genealogy 

subscription sites like WorldVitalRecords for indexes. FamilySearch has some digitized images. 

Additionally, some states have digitized images of their vital records certificates. For more information 

check out Online Death Indexes and Online Birth and Marriage Indexes. 

2. World War I Draft Registration 
Available from some genealogy subscription sites, the World War I draft registration is going to pertain to 

your male ancestor born between 1872-1900. To learn more about this draft, read the book Uncle, We Are 

Ready! By John J Newman. 

http://www.gscca.net/
mailto:dancerrm@yahoo.com
mailto:lindahare@suddenlink.net
mailto:drthroesch@sbcglobal.net
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/
http://www.vitalrec.com/
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/default.asp
http://www.deathindexes.com/
http://www.germanroots.com/vitalrecords.html
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3. World War II Draft Registration (Old Man's Draft) 
Available from WorldVitalRecords at http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/. Because of privacy 

restrictions, this is currently the only draft registration available to use for the World War II era. Taken in 

1942, the Old Man's draft was for men who were born on or between 28 April 1877 and 16 February 

1897. These men were between 45 and 64 years at the time of the registration. 

4. Midwife Diary 
Diaries and journals are typically available by searching a university library website, museum, archive or 

NUCMC. A few midwife journals have been published including Martha Ballard's. The value of a 

midwife's diary is that it includes information not only on the births she attended but also how she 

assisted other family members while the mother recuperated. Don't underestimate the value of the 

writings of your ancestor's neighbors. 

5. Military Pensions 
Military pensions can provide lots of great info about the soldier and in some cases the wife. Don't forget 

that there are more than just the pensions given out by the federal government. After the Civil War, the 

former Confederate states had to pay out their own pensions. You can find more information about what 

types of pensions were given out and when by checking out state archives.  

6. Birthday Books 
Birthday Books were like autograph books that Victorians kept that listed names and birthdates. You will 

most likely find these in a manuscript collection kept at a museum, library or archive. Search NUCMC for 

the locality you are researching. 

7. Scrapbooks 
Scrapbooking is not a new craze, the Victorians loved scrapbooking and they pasted newspaper clippings 

about their family, friends and neighbors in their scrapbooks. In some cases scrapbooks were donated and 

are part of manuscript collections. Conduct a locality search in NUCMC for possible hits as well as a 

search through a university library, museum or archive in the area you are researching. 

8. Social Security Death Index 
The Social Security Death Index contains over 86 million records of deaths that have been reported to the 

Social Security Administration. This file includes the following information on each decedent, if the data 

are available to the Social Security Administration: Social Security number, name, date of birth, date of 

death, state or country of residence (prior to March 1988), ZIP code of last residence, and ZIP code of 

lump sum payment. 

It's important to understand the limitations of the Social Security Death Index. The Social Security Act 

was signed into law in 1935. Only those who received Social Security benefits or were reported to Social 

Security as being deceased will be listed. Those who never paid into Social Security such as those who 

worked exclusively for the Railroad will not be listed. 

9. U.S. Federal Census 
Each census year provides a clue to the age of your ancestor. In addition, the 1900 and 1910 U.S. Census 

each has a column that asks how many years the person has been married in the present marriage. 

10. State Census 
Some states, but not all participated in a state census. To learn more about which states participated and 

online links to records, check out Genealogy Research Guides-State Census Records. In some cases you 

will need to order the state census on microfilm from the Family History Library. 

. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/indexinfo.aspx?ix=usa_wwii_armyenlistment
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/
http://dohistory.org/
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/
http://www.researchguides.net/census/state.htm
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asp
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

*** WISH LIST *** 

 I want ancestors with names like Rudimentary Montagnard or Melchizenick von 

Steubenhoffmannschild or Spetznatz Giafortoni, not William Brown or John Hunter or 

Mary Abbott. 

 I want ancestors who could read and write, had their children baptised in recognised 

houses of worship, went to school, purchased land, left detailed wills (naming a huge 

extended family as legatees), had their photographs taken once a year - subsequently 

putting said pictures in elaborate isinglass frames annotated with calligraphic 

inscriptions, and carved valuable and informative inscriptions in their headstones. 

 I want relatives who managed to bury their ancestors in established, still-extant (and 

indexed) cemeteries. 

 I want family members who wrote memoirs, who enlisted in the military as officers and 

who served in strategically important (and well-documented) skirmishes. 

 I want relatives who served as councilmen, schoolteachers, county clerks and town 

historians. 

 I want relatives who "religiously" wrote in the family Bible, journalising every little 

event and detailing the familial relationship of every visitor. 

 In the case of immigrant ancestors, I want them to have arrived only in those years 

wherein passenger lists were indexed by the National Archives, and I want them to have 

applied for citizenship, and to have done so only in those jurisdictions which have since 

established indices. 

 I want relatives who were patriotic and clubby, who joined every patrimonial society they 

could find, who kept diaries, and listed all their addresses, who had paintings made of 

their houses, and who dated every piece of paper they touched. 

 I want ancestors who were wealthy enough to afford, and to keep for generations, the 

family homestead, and who left all the aforementioned pictures and diaries and journals 

intact in the library 

 But most of all: I want relatives I can FIND!!!!! 

 © Barbara A. Brown  

 Ms. Brown's "I Want" article was originally posted in 1994 to the National Genealogical Conference, FIDO bulletin 

board forum. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

YOUTUBE.COM VIDEO 

 

The Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library has posted new material to www.youtube.com. 

Here is the latest installment. 

 

 “the library” Episode 3: Lover Boy -- www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJ1rJ4ynBd4  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJ1rJ4ynBd4


 

6 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2011 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Gail Lies    Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Jean Sales   Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Rusty Dancer 

Publicity – Judy Clark    Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Betty Woodall & William Dunavin 


