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****************************************************************************** 

MEETING HAPPENINGS: On Sunday, September 20, 2009 our meeting was held at the 

Jonesboro Public Library. Our speaker will be Dr. Kenneth Startup. His topic will be: ―The 

Reasons We Do Genealogy: Significance, Sentiment, Serendipity --- and a Mad Scientist for 

Good Measure.‖ As always his program was excellent.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board Meeting for October was held on 

October 10, 2009. 

1. Mission Statement Updated 

2. Title for Newsletter 

3. Members Only Access 

4. 2010 Calendars 

5. Footnote.com 

6. Additional Board Meeting October 17, 2009 

7. The next Executive Board will be November 7, 2009 

 

****************************************************************************** 

OCTOBER MEETING: The October meeting will be held on Sunday, October 18, 2009 at the 

Jonesboro Craighead County Library. Our speaker will be Ron Coleman. He will be talking 

about the website Find-A-Grave.com. There have been many features added to this website that 

Ron will show us how to use. 

 

******************************************************************************  
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The mission of the Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas is to acquire, preserve, and 

publish genealogical and historical data, to provide a gathering place for genealogical purposes, 

and to assist members in genealogical research.  We endeavor to give our members the skills and 

knowledge to research ancestors from Craighead County, Arkansas and throughout the world. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 Genealogy Society  
        Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the  

Jonesboro Public Library 
 
       October 18, 2009 

         



 

2 

****************************************************************************** 

Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  

 

Welcome to Chronicling America, enhancing access to America's historic newspapers. This site 

allows you to search and view newspaper pages from 1880-1922 and find information about 

American newspapers published between 1690-present. Chronicling America is sponsored 

jointly by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Library of Congress as part of the 
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP). 

 

View newspaper pages from 1880 to 1922 from the following states: Arizona, California, 

District of Columbia, Florida, Hawaii, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Virginia and Washington. 
 

They are working on other states. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

2010 Calendars 
 

Our 2010 Calendar features pictures of churches from Craighead County. The Calendars are now 

available and sell for $5.00.   They will be available at the meeting on October 18, 2009.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

Beginning Genealogy Class 
 

The last Beginning Genealogy Class of the year will be October 26 & 27 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

each evening. The Class will be held at the Jonesboro Craighead County Library in the 

Genealogy Area. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Title for Newsletter 
 
It has come to our attention that we do not have a title for our newsletter. We need your 

suggestions. Please send suggestions to Nancy Matthews at nlmatthews@suddenlink.net or call 

870-219-0535. After we collect suggestions we will vote on a new name for our newsletter. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Footnote.com 
 

The Jonesboro Craighead County Library has a trial subscription to Footnote.com. It will last 

until the end of October. Go by the library and try out this database. After you try it, tell the 

library staff what you think about this database. This is a trial and the library is trying to 

determine whether or not they will subscribe. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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****************************************************************************** 

Additional Board Meeting 
 

We had so much business to discuss at this month’s Board Meeting that we ran out of time. 

Since we still had topics to discuss, we called an additional Board Meeting for Saturday, October 

17, 2009 at 2:00 in the Civic League Room at the Jonesboro Library. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Members Only Access 
 

While attending the FGS Seminar in Little Rock in September, we learned that a Genealogy 

Society Website should have a Members Only section. One way this can be accomplished is to 

have GSCCA Google Group. That would give members a way to post information to other 

members of the Society. You will be receiving an invitation to join the group. The Google Group 

will be located at http://groups.google.com/group/gscca. If you do not receive an invitation, we 

do not have an up-to-date e-mail address. Contact Nancy Matthews nlmatthews@suddenlink.net 

and your invitation will be sent.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

New Member: 
 

E. J. Wainscott -- 3505 Savannah Cove, Jonesboro, AR 72404, 972-1678 ejscott@suddenlink.net 

 

****************************************************************************** 

GENEALOGITIS 
  

There is a new disease these days for which there is no cure. So, if it gets  

a grip on you "You've had it," that's for sure. 

 

This genealogitis, at least that's what I call it, has no known vaccination  

that can ever quite forestall it. 

 

It strikes the rich, it strikes the poor. The old and young alike, and every  

nation feels it's sting, when the bug makes a strike. 

 

In fact, I'm struck with it myself, I know whereof I speak, this stuff has  

kept progressing 'till it almost makes me weak. 

 

Some symptoms of this dread disease are buying old books, and, you'll find  

yourself in graveyards and dusty attic nooks. 

 

You write all kinds of letters for no stone is left unturned. Sometimes, for  

only postage stamps, a gold mine is returned. 

 

Just let me say, in closing, that when all is said and done, this malady has  

brought me joy and such a lot of fun.  

 
By: Ruby Price -- From: Oklahoma Yesterday -- Vol. II. No. 2, Summer 1978 

 

****************************************************************************** 

http://groups.google.com/group/gscca
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:ejscott@suddenlink.net
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****************************************************************************** 
10 Best Cutting-Edge Websites 

 
Ancestry Insider  
Not just Ancestry.com but also FamilySearch get expert scrutiny from this anonymous blogger, often 

the first to note what's new with these genealogy giants. 

 

Dear Myrtle  

Myrtle has been guiding genealogists since 1995, but she's by no means behind the times, with her 

own "Family History Hour" podcast and chatty blog. 

 

Diigo  
Best described as collaborative online sticky notes, Diigo isn't specifically for genealogists, but it's a 

nifty free tool nonetheless for bookmarking and annotating sites, for yourself or to share with other 

researchers. 

 

Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter $  
Longtime genealogy tech watcher Dick Eastman delivers "straight talk" on all kinds of family history 

topics; for $19.95 a year, you get access to Plus Edition articles from industry experts. Eastman's 

blog is also a jumping-off point for his free Encyclopedia of Genealogy. 

 

Family Tree DNA: www.ysearch.org and www.mitosearch.org 
Visit these sibling databases to search and compare your DNA profile with others', even if you tested 

with a different company. The Ysearch tool covers 52,715 surnames in 69,327 DNA records. 

 

Genealogy Gems $  
Billed as "Your Online Family History Radio Show," Lisa Louise Cooke's site spools more than 60 

podcasts as well as videos. Premium members ($29.95 a year) get access to subscribers-only 

episodes and videos. 

 

Genealogy Guys  
Claiming bragging rights as the oldest genealogy podcast site, the Genealogy Guys offer more than 

160 newsy programs.  

 

Live Roots $  
An innovative approach to genealogy metasearch, Live Roots goes beyond the big sites to scour 

hundreds of different libraries and data providers, by keyword or surname. Some hits require a 

$32.95-a-year subscription package that includes Family Tree Connection, Town Reports Online, 

Military Roots Project and the GenWeekly News and Information Service. Others include the option 

of getting live assistance for a "nominal" fee.  

 

One-Step Web Pages  
Steve Morse keeps building better ways to search sites such as Ellis Island, Castle Garden, censuses 

and, most recently, the new Cook County site. 

 

Roots Television  
From genealogy lectures to lighter fare, the free videos here let you watch and learn on your 

computer screen—or with a little tinkering, your TV (follow the instructions at eHow).  

http://ancestryinsider.blogspot.com/
http://blog.dearmyrtle.com/
http://podcasts.dearmyrtle.com/
http://podcasts.dearmyrtle.com/
http://www.diigo.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/
http://www.eogen.com/
http://www.ysearch.org/
http://www.mitosearch.org/
http://www.genealogygems.tv/
http://www.genealogyguys.com/
http://www.liveroots.com/
http://stevemorse.org/
http://www.rootstelevision.com/
http://www.ehow.com/how_2377831_use-tv-monitor-laptop.html
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10 Best Web Sites for Military Research 

 

Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Military riches here include Thomas McAdory Owen's Revolutionary War Soldiers in Alabama, 

Confederate service cards and WWI deaths. 

 

Archives of Maryland Online 
Also home to land and probate records, this site will attract military researchers for its muster 

rolls and other service records from the Revolution, and Civil War records from both sides. 

 

Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System 
An essential starting point for finding Civil War military kin, the system searches 6.3 million 

names, Union and Confederate alike, from 44 states and territories. Each name is linked to a 

regimental history and, in turn, capsule histories of battles. 

 

CivilWar.com 
Among the hundreds of thousands of pages of information here, you'll find the published Official 

Record of the war (the "OR"), battle maps and the largest online collection of Civil War photos. 

 

Library of Virginia 
Though encompassing all of Virginia history, these digital holdings are particularly rich in 

military history, including the 34,402-name Virginia Military Dead Database and 250,000 

Virginia World War II Separation Notices. The index to names in Confederate Veteran magazine 

goes beyond Virginians. 

 

Louisiana State Archives 
Search a 49,000-name online index to 152 rolls of microfilmed Confederate pension 

applications. 

 

National Park Service Civil War Homepage 
Get a head start on the Civil War sesquicentennial beginning in 2011 with this official site. 

 

New York State Civil War Soldier Database 
The archives is loaded with helpful info for researching military records, but the star of this site 

is its searchable database of more than 360,000 New York soldiers. 

 

Pennsylvania State Archives 
Files of Pennsylvania veterans from the American Revolution to the Spanish-American War are 

online here, along with WWI medal applications. 

 

Texas State Library and Archives Commission 
Though not limited to military history, this Lone Star State site is packed with data on Texas 

fighting men. Search more than 54,000 Confederate pension applications, the Confederate 

Indigent Families Lists, and the Index to Texas Adjutant General Service Records, 1836 to 1935.  

 

******************************************************************************  

http://www.archives.state.al.us/
http://www.aomol.net/
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss
http://www.civilwar.com/
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/whatwehave/mil
http://www400.sos.louisiana.gov/archives/gen/cpa-alpha.htm
http://cwar.nps.gov/civilwar
http://iarchives.nysed.gov/CivilWarWeb/search.jsp
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/genfirst.html
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2010 Calendars 
$5.00 each 

 

 
 

Craighead County, Arkansas 

 

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2010  NEW _____  RENEWAL ______ 

 

NAME_______________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________ 

 

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY. 

 

Officers: 

 

President – Gail Lies    Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Jean Sales   Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Gregg Scott 

Publicity – Judy Clark    Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Brenda Shields, Jessy Wade – Terry Cooper, alternate 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 


