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******************************************************************************
MEETING HAPPENINGS: On September 18, 2005 our regular meeting was held at the 
Jonesboro Public Library. We had a discussion on Locating Elusive Ancestors.  We also 
established a Brick Wall Box. This box is for listing your “Brick Wall” and hopefully getting 
help from other members of the Society in order to break through this Brick Wall.

******************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board meeting for October was held on 
October 8, 2005 at the Jonesboro Public Library.

1. Western District Marriage Index Books have been printed.
2. Arkansas Genealogy Society Meeting October 21 & 22, 2005.
3. It is time once again to form a Nominating Committee.
4. The next Executive Board Meeting will be November 12, 2005. 

******************************************************************************
OCTOBER MEETING: The October meeting will be held on October 16, 2005 at 2:00 in the 
Round Room at the Jonesboro Public Library. Our speaker will be Evelyn Cooper. The topic will 
be: Living Through WWII in Northeast Arkansas. 
******************************************************************************

DUES
Membership Dues are $15 a year from January to January.  Please send dues to GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403. We would love to have you join us. Corporate Membership is 
$35 a year from January to January.  
******************************************************************************
BEGINNING GENEALOGY: There will be no Beginning Genealogy classes until 2006. The 
next class will be February 6 & 7, 2006. We will meet at the Jonesboro Public Library from 6:00 
to 8:00 pm.

******************************************************************************
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: If you are interested in serving on the nominating committee, 
please contact me, Nancy Matthews at nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net or 933-8153. Thank you.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
MARRIAGE RECORD INDEX: The Even though we have the Western District Marriage 
Index online form 1878 to 1942, we decided to also create books. There are 3 books:

Western District Marriage Index 1878-1909 Books A-L
Western District Marriage Index 1909-1925 Books M-X
Western District Marriage Index 1925-1942 Books Y-A10

The books will each sell for $35.00 for non-members and $30.00 for members. The set will be 
$100.00 for non-members and $85.00 for members. The 3-Book Set will also be available on CD 
for $40.00 for non-members and $35.00 for members.

The Western District Marriage Index will also remain online. Go to the Society’s page 
www.gscca.net and click on the link for Craighead County Marriages.

******************************************************************************
CEMETERY BOOK VOLUME V:  Volume V is ready for sale. This volume contains:

City Cemetery
Love Cemetery
Mt. Olivet Cemetery
Nettleton Cemetery
Oaklawn / Westlawn / Woodlawn Cemetery

This book sells for $35.00 for non-members and $30.00 for members.
It is also included on the Cemetery CD. That CD includes all 5 volumes.

******************************************************************************
JONESBORO SUN OBITUARY INDEX: We now have additional Obituary Index books.
          Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1971-1980 – $30.00 for non-members $25.00 for members
          Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1961-1970 – $25.00 for non-members $20.00 for members
          Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1951-1960 – $25.00 for non-members $20.00 for members
          Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1941-1950 – $25.00 for non-members $20.00 for members
          Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1931-1940 – $25.00 for non-members $20.00 for members

The 10-Book set will be $270.00 for non-members and $220.00 for members. The Set will also 
be available on CD for $135.00 for non-members and $110.00 for members.

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index will also remain online. Go to the Society’s page 
www.gscca.net and click on the link for Craighead County Marriages.

******************************************************************************
The Jonesboro Public Library  now has  The Roster of Union Soldiers 1861-1865 on CD. To 
view the CD you go to the back to the Information Desk (closest to the Genealogy Area), and ask 
to see the CD. They have a computer set up to use the program.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

SEARCH ENGINE TIPS
by Mike Jarvis

As genealogists in today's high-tech world, the importance of using search engines properly is 
ever increasing. With genealogy related web sites making up a huge part of our World Wide 
Web, we would like to share some search engine tips that perhaps a few you will find helpful. 
There is much that could be written about this, but we will focus only on a few tips that we find 
most helpful. We use [ and ] to indicate terms that would be written in a search box.

First - The use of quotation marks. When using a combination of words in the search box, the 
search engine results will include every web page where these words occur anywhere on that 
page regardless of whether these words are immediately next to each other. Using the search 
term of [family history ] will result in 109,000,000 hits while ["family history"] within 
quotations will result in 5,400,000 hits. This is because in the second instance it is only finding 
pages were the words are actually next to or immediately touching each other. Try this with a 
family name. For example my grandmother is named Flora MacDonald. If I search [Flora 
McDonald ] in Google it returns 251,000 hits. Putting ["Flora MacDonald"] in quotations results 
in 29,600 hits. This is far too many hits and primarily relate to a prominent woman in Scottish 
and American history. This is not my grandmother. However, knowing that my grandmothers 
middle name was Hermosa, it makes sense to put ["Flora Hermosa MacDonald"] in the search 
box and I get two hits related specifically to my grandmother. Success!

Second - The use of the minus sign. This is my second favorite search tip. Using any 
combination of words in a search box with the minus sign directly next to a word that you DO 
NOT want to find is also helpful. Using the search term ["Flora MacDonald" -Scotland -Scottish 
-"North Carolina" -NC ] will eliminate any pages from my search that includes the words next to 
the minus sign. So I will get only those pages that have my grandmother's name and do not have 
Scotland or North Carolina on the site. This effectively reduces the number of sites by more than 
half, from 29,600 to 12,800 hits. Using quotation marks and the minus sign in combination 
greatly improves your search results.

Third - The use of the plus sign. The plus sign has the effect of instructing the search engine to 
give special emphasis to any word where the plus sign is against it. My grandmother's father was 
Alexander MacDonald. However, not the Alexander MacDonald who was prime minister of 
Canada. Using the search term [Flora MacDonald -Scotland -Scottish -"North Carolina" -NC 
+"Alexander MacDonald" -Canada ] gives me 1 hit that directs me to a site about my 
grandmother. Here we have combined quotation marks with the minus sign and the plus sign

Fourth - The site search. Let's say that I would like to find Alexander MacDonald, however, I 
only want to search a particular domain. I would simply use the search phrase ["Alexander 
MacDonald" site:rootsweb.com ]. Rather than thousands of hits I get 204. Similarly, you could 
put a minus sign in front of rootsweb.com so that it searches all domains except Rootsweb.

Fifth - The intitle search term. Suppose that you would like to find every site on the Web with 
the word genealogy in the title. The search box would need the term [intitle:genealogy ], which 
would result in 943,000 hits. Similarly, use the term [intitle:genealogy -site:ancestry.com ] and 
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you eliminate 3000 sites related to ancestry.com. One more: try using the term [intitle:genealogy 
-site:com ] which will have the effect of eliminating all domains with the.com extension 
(commercial sites).

Sixth - The related search term: If you like to know which sites are similar to your own then use 
the term as follows: [related:USGenWeb.org]. Results will vary with Google providing 31 
similar sites and Yahoo serving up 35,000 related sites.

Nearly all of these terms will work in most search engines. If you'd rather not type in the 
shorthand for many of these tips, the search engines will typically have an advanced search page 
which will do essentially the same thing. Try: http://www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en 
Good hunting!

******************************************************************************

1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES

NAME PT / SEC SEC TWP RNG AREA VALUE

John Arnold SE - SW 32 13 1 40 $40.00
H.M. Cole  - E1/2 32 13 1 320 $120.00
Same NE - SW 32 13 1 40 $40.00
(unreadable) F. W1/2 - SW 32 13 1 80 $80.00
R. B. Gress  - NW 32 13 1 160 $160.00

C. M. Cole  - E1/2 33 13 1 320 $320.00
Same  - NW 33 13 1 160 $160.00
Same  - SW 33 13 1 160 $160.00

Mary Morrisson  - NE 34 13 1 160 $80.00
Sickles & Clayton  - S1/2 34 13 1 320 $160.00
J. B. Horten  - NW 34 13 1 160 $80.00
W. W. Woodruff  - SW 34 13 1 160 $80.00
R. B. Gress All 35 13 1 640 $320.00

R. B. Gress All 36 13 1 640 $320.00

Total 3200 $2,040.00

To be continued.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
CORPORATE MEMBERS

Thank you for your membership.

Ken Jones Golden Grotto
Body Shop, Inc. 1717 Stadium Blvd
4108 E. Highland Jonesboro, AR 72401
Jonesboro, AR 72401 (870) 935-8336
(870) 935-1397

Hays Food Town, Inc. Joey L. Glaub
Michael J. King, President Fine Art Portraits
503 Levesque (870) 930-9309
Wynne, AR 72396 www.joeyglaubphoto.com
(870) 238-2656 Photo Restoration Specialist

******************************************************************************
GENEALOGY QUEST

Where did they migrate
Way back in their day,

What was their life like,
Where "next" did they stay?

When were they born,
Where now do they rest?

These family I follow,
Their life, is my quest.

As the "new lands" were opened
In droves, did they leave,

Family scattered like driftwood,
Leaving old ones to grieve.

What land were they fathered
What there did they see?

Were they somehow related,
To both you, and me?

Who were their life partners,
What names will I find?
Their children are many,

Were their faces like mine?
First names keep repeating

As surnames entwine,
With descendants so many

Which John will prove mine?
Each day, by the mail box

I hope, and I pray,
Someone with more knowledge

Will send answers my way.
Please Lord, send an Angel,

Give me proof, as I sort;
With birth dates, speculations,
And first names, "cut short".
Old maps, clips and photos,

I find, trade, and share,
All help solve this puzzle

With spaces left bare.
The lessons in history,
That now, I know well.

From guesses, to gospel,
For years, I did dwell.

Lost memories, so precious,
I find, now and then

At times real discouraged,
Then find faith again!

What hardships, achievements,
Adventures, and woe,

What joys, and true blessings,
Did "my people" know?

Family stories, so treasured,
Memories told, without doubt,

Old voices and faces,
From "our world", winked out.

Where last did they travel?
My ancestors, "true".

With each question answered
The quest starts anew.

(author unknown)

******************************************************************************
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2005 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Joyce Holder Publications – Nancy Matthews
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