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VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FIVE, ISSUE NUMBER NINE            SEPTEMBER 2021 

  

Since we have been unable to have a monthly meeting in many, many months, we are planning a 

potluck get-together. This is a time to catch up and just visit.  

 

GSCCA Potluck 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 

12:00 - 3:00 

Allen Park Community Center 

3609 Race St. 

 

 
 

Bring your Family 

The Society will furnish fried chicken and drinks. 

Please bring a side dish or dessert. 

 

RSVP with number attending by October 1 (so we have enough chicken) 
Contact: Irene Goble - irenegoble@yahoo.com, 

Deanna Ketcher - deanna@pckeith.com,  

Nancy Matthews - nlmatthews@suddenlink.net, or 

GSCCA - gscca@suddenlink.net 

 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:irenegoble@yahoo.com
mailto:deanna@pckeith.com
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The 

Executive Board Meeting for September was 

held at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library on September 11, 2021. 

1. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be October 9, 2021. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 

 

September 2, 1789 - The third Presidential 

cabinet department, the U.S. Treasury was 

established by Congress.  

 

September 7, 1940 - The German Luftwaffe 

began its Blitz bombing campaign against 

London during World War II. 

 

September 8, 1900 - A hurricane with winds 

of 120 mph struck Galveston, Texas, killing 

over 8,000 persons, making it the worst 

natural disaster in U.S. history. The hurricane 

and tidal wave that followed destroyed over 

2,500 buildings. 

 

September 13, 1814 - The Battle of Fort 

Henry in Baltimore Harbor occurred, 

observed by Francis Scott Key aboard a ship. 

He watched the British attack overnight and at 

dawn saw the American flag still flying over 

the fort, inspiring him to write the verses 

which were later coupled the tune of a 

popular drinking song and became the U.S. 

National Anthem in 1931. 

 

September 14, 1741 - Composer George 

Frederick Handel finished Messiah after 

working on it nonstop for 23 days. 

 

September 15, 1776 - British forces under 

General William Howe captured New York 

during the American Revolution. 

 

September 16, 1620 - the Mayflower ship 

departed from England, bound for America 

with 102 passengers and a small crew. The 

ship weathered dangerous Atlantic storms and 

reached Provincetown, Massachusetts on 

November 21st. The Pilgrims disembarked at 

Plymouth on December 26th. 

 

September 16, 1908 - General Motors was 

founded by entrepreneur William Crapo 

“Billy” Durant in Flint, Michigan. 

 

September 17, 1787 - At the Constitutional 

Convention in Philadelphia, delegates from 

twelve states voted unanimously to approve 

the proposed U.S. Constitution. 

 

September 25, 1690 - The first American 

newspaper was published. A single edition of 

Publick Occurrences Both Foreign and 

Domestick appeared in Boston, 

Massachusetts. However, British authorities 

considered the newspaper offensive and 

ordered its immediate suppression. 

 

September 26, 1960 - The first-ever televised 

presidential debate occurred between 

presidential candidates John F. Kennedy and 

Richard M. Nixon. Many who watched were 

inclined to say Kennedy ‘won’ the debate, 

while those who listened only to the radio 

thought Nixon did better. Nixon, who 

declined to use makeup, appeared somewhat 

haggard looking on TV in contrast to 

Kennedy. 

 

September 28, 1978 - Pope John Paul I died 

after only 33 days in office. He was 

succeeded by John Paul II. 

 

September 29, 1789 - Congress Created the 

United States Army, consisting of 1,000 

enlisted men and officers. 

 

September 30, 1955 - Actor James Dean was 

killed in a car crash in California at age 24. 

Although he made just three major films, 

Revel Without a Cause, East of Eden and 

Giant, he remains one of the most influential 

actors. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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7 Ways to Solve Genealogy Problems 
with Cluster Research 

By Diane Haddad 

Studying your ancestors in the context of their community of relatives, friends, 
neighbors and associates is a tried-and-true way to solve family mysteries. 
Collateral research refers to researching any blood relative who is not your direct 
ancestor. Cluster research examines the “clusters” of individuals who lived in your 
ancestor’s community. Let’s look at some ways to solve genealogy problems with 
cluster research. 
 

1. If you can’t find an ancestor’s parents’ names, you might be able to identify her 
brother and then establish his parents. 
 

2. Getting your ancestor confused with someone else in his town of the same name 
and age? Keep them straight by identifying their wives, children, siblings and 
neighbors. 

 
3. Want to understand why your ancestor migrated to a particular place or took a 

certain job? He may have had friends in that place, or a family member helped 
him get the job. 
 

4. Start by creating a family group sheet for the ancestor’s nuclear family, including 
each person’s name; birth, marriage and death dates and places; and spouse’s 
name. 
 

5. Cluster research candidates include others who appear in your ancestors’ 
records: neighbors in the census, land records and city directories; ship 
passengers from the same place; witnesses in marriage and naturalization 
records; sponsors in baptismal and other religious records; survivors in 
obituaries; heirs, executors and guardians in probate records. 

 
6. Next-door neighbors are sometimes separated by several pages in the census 

because of the route the census taker followed. As you read these pages, note 
other families of your ancestor’s surname or families with similar birthplace 
patterns or other details in common. These families may need to be on your 
cluster research list. 
 

7. Also make note if your ancestors’ neighboring families reported the same 
birthplaces for parents and children. You need to study them: Did they migrate 
together? Were they related? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/names/same-name-different-people-old-records/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/names/same-name-different-people-old-records/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/freebie/familygroupsheet/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Irene Goble  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Lynn Dowdy & Gail Lies 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Origins of the Melungeons 
 

9 Sep 2021 5:20 Dick Eastman 
 

“Melungeon” is a term applied to many people of the Southeastern United States, mainly in the 

Cumberland Gap area of central Appalachia: East Tennessee, Southwest Virginia, and East 

Kentucky. The most common adjective used to describe the Melungeons is “mysterious;” no one 

seems to know where the Melungeons originated. The Melungeons often did not fit into any of 

the racial categories that define an individual or group within American society; their neighbors 

considered them neither white, black, nor Indian. 
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The Melungeons appear to be of mixed ancestry, and contradictory claims about the origins of 

these people have existed for centuries. Most modern-day descendants of Melungeon families 

are generally Caucasian in appearance, often, although not always, with dark hair and eyes, and a 

swarthy or olive complexion. Descriptions of Melungeons vary widely from observer to 

observer, from "Middle Eastern" to "Native American" to "light-skinned African American." 

 

A common belief about the Melungeons of east Tennessee was that they were an indigenous 

people of Appalachia, existing there before the arrival of the first white settlers. Many 

Melungeons believed that their ancestors have lived in the hills since the 1500s or early 1600s. 

Some claimed to be both Native American and Portuguese. One early Melungeon was called 

"Spanish" ("Spanish Peggy" Gibson, wife of Vardy Collins). Such claims were questionable, 

however. Because of the social problems associated with race, many Southern families with 

multiracial ancestry claimed Portuguese and/or American Indian (specifically Cherokee) 

ancestry as a strategy for denying African ancestry. 

 

During the 19th and 20th centuries, speculation on Melungeon origins produced tales of 

shipwrecked sailors, lost colonists of Mediterranean or Middle Eastern origin, hoards of silver, 

and ancient peoples such as the Carthaginians, Turkish, and even Sephardic (Iberian) Jews. 

 

In the past twenty years or so, genealogists have documented through tax, court, census and other 

colonial, late 18th and early 19th century records that the ancestors of today's Melungeons 

migrated into the region from Virginia and Kentucky. This evidence seems to refute earlier 

claims that the Melungeons were a "lost tribe" from Portugal or some other European nation that 

had arrived in the 1500s or 1600s. 

 

Dr. Kevin Jones carried out a DNA study on Melungeons in 2000, using 130 hair and cheek cell 

samples. The results were vague: Jones concluded that the Melungeons are mostly Eurasian, a 

catchall category spanning people from Scandinavia to the Middle East. He also found these 

people to be a little bit black and a little bit American Indian. 

 

More recently, Jack Goins started a Melungeon DNA Project, with the goal of studying the 

ancestry of hypothesized Melungeon lines. So far, Y chromosomal DNA testing of male subjects 

with the Melungeon surnames Collins, Gibson, Gill, Goins, Bunch, Bolin, Goodman, Stowers, 

Williams, Minor, and Moore has revealed evidence of European and sub-Saharan African 

ancestry. Such findings appear to verify the early designation of Melungeon ancestors as 

"mulattos," that is, descendants of white Europeans and Africans. Many of the Melungeons, but 

not all, have DNA haplogroups that show roots in Portugal, Spain, and Italy. These people likely 

are descendants of enslaved or servant people in the Chesapeake Bay colony with European 

fathers connected to the African slave trade run by Spain and Portugal. 

 

You can find much more information about the Melungeons at The Melungeons: The 

Resurrection of a Proud People available on Amazon at 0865545162, as well as online 

at: http://melungeon-studies.blogspot.com, and at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melungeon. 

Information about the Melungeon DNA Project can be found 

at https://www.familytreedna.com/public/coremelungeon. 

  

http://melungeon-studies.blogspot.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melungeon
https://www.familytreedna.com/public/coremelungeon
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

808 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/ www.gscca.net  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Lock-In 
15th Summer Edition - July 17, 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

                Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 
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