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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 September 16, 2012 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER SIXTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER NINE                             SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

MEETING HAPPENINGS: The 

August Meeting was held on August 19, 

2012. Our speaker was Dorothy McCarns.  

Dorothy gave us information on “Organizing 

Your Genealogy”.    

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for September 

was held on September 8, 2012. 

1. New Members 

2. 1940 Census Per Capita Grand Prize 

3. Beginners Class 

4. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be October 13, 2012 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SEPTEMBER MEETING: The 

September Meeting will be held on 

September 16, 2012. Our speaker will be Dr. 

Kenneth Startup. His topic will be: Brother 

Against Brother, Mother Against Son; What’s 

in a Name After All? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NEW MEMBERS:  

 

Laura Rooks 

  

Jerry McGovern Jerry14725@yahoo.com 

Surnames: SEFERS, SEFFERS, SEEFERS, 

HAWKINS, THOMAS 

  

Hilda Wilcox 

 

RETURNING MEMBER: 

 

Glenna Berry 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
NEW MEMBER ONLY BENEFIT: We 

have a new Member Only Benefit. We will be 

recording several of our meetings. Members 

that are unable to attend the meeting will still 

be able to get the MP3 recording of the 

meeting. All you have to do is send an e-mail 

request to gscca@suddenlink.net or a written 

request to GSCCA, P.O. Box 844, Jonesboro, 

AR 72403.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2013 Calendar: Do you have a picture that 

you would like to include in our 2013 

Calendar (Ancestors of Members; School 

Class Photos)? If you have already scanned 

the picture, you can e-mail it to me, Nancy 

Matthews at nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. 

There will be a total of 15 images used in the 

calendar several are still needed. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNING GENEALOGY CLASS 

 

The next Beginning Genealogy Class will be 

October 1 & 2, 2012 at the Jonesboro 

Craighead County Library from 6-8 pm. This 

will kick off Family History Month. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 2012 --  

      September 10 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Lib. 

      September 16 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 Speaker: Dr. Kenneth Startup 

 

October 2012 --  

      October 6 - Third Annual Tri-County Genealogy Fair - Jacinto, Mississippi 

             Tishomingo, Alcorn & Prentiss Counties 

      October 13 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      October 21 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

Speaker: Lynn Dowdy - Susan B. Anthony 

      October 26 & 27 - Arkansas Genealogy Society Seminar - Little Rock, Arkansas 

 

November 2012 --  

      November 10 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Lib. 

      November 18 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1940 Census Indexing 

 
The FamilySearch Indexing project is completed. By now, you should all be aware that The 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas is the winner of the 1940 

U.S. Census Community Project Society Per Capita Grand Prize. Part of the 

grand prize is 4 Webinars presented by FamilySearch. Please be thinking 

about topics for the Webinars. What are the topics that you really would like 

to hear more about? Remember we get 4. For members living out of the area, 

we need your input as well. It is our understanding that our out-of-town 

members will also be able to log-in and “attend” the Webinar. Please send 

your Webinar Ideas to gscca@suddenlink.net.  

 

This Grand Prize is provided by FamilySearch, Archives.com, FindMyPast.com, NARA, and 

Proquest. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

A genealogist is someone who must have the patience of Job, the curiosity of a cat, the 

stubbornness of a mule, the eyesight of an eagle, the luck of the Irish and the ability and stamina 

of a camel to go long hours without food or drink. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Family History Month 
 

Did you know October is Family History Month? Several cities and states have designated 

this month as Family History Month. It is estimated that there are over 80 million people 

researching their family histories. Help us with our Celebration of Family History. 

 

1. Beginning Genealogy Class on October 1 & 2, 2012 at the Jonesboro Craighead 

County Public Library from 6 to 8 p.m. 

2. Research Day -- Saturday October 6, 2012 at 1 p.m. at the Jonesboro Craighead 

County Public Library come and do research. We would like to see more experienced 

researchers that are willing to help others that are less experienced.  

3. Family Tree Maker Class -- Many have expressed a desire to learn more about 

using the newest versions of Family Tree Maker. On Saturday, October 20, 2012 at 2 

p.m. there will be a session on Family Tree Maker in the Round Room at the Jonesboro 

Craighead County Public Library  

4. Arkansas Genealogical Society Fall Seminar -- October 26 & 27, 2012 in Little 

Rock is the AGS Fall Seminar and 50
th

 Anniversary Celebration. Additional information 

can be found at www.agsgenealogy.org/. Click on Registration Form on the right side of 

the page.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.agsgenealogy.org/
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MY FAVORITE CONFEDERATE ANCESTOR 
By Lynn Dowdy 

 

 My favorite Confederate ancestor was named for a famous American historical figure.  Benjamin 

Franklin Stanley was born in Union City, Obion County, Tennessee, in January of 1842.  Even though he 

didn’t become as famous as his namesake, he did achieve the status of being a brave and honorable 

American citizen and Southern gentleman. 

 He enlisted in the Confederate Army in the summer of 1861, when he was 20 years old and 

served with distinction until the end of the War Between the States with Company E, 33
rd

 Tennessee 

Regiment as a Corporal. 

 He bravely fought in several major battles including Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, 

Missionary Ridge and Atlanta.  He was wounded three times.  At Shiloh his right arm was hit with a 

minie ball and two of the fingers of his left hand were shot off.  At Chickamauga he was hit by minie 

balls injuring his left hand again, as well as his left shoulder and was hospitalized for four months.  In 

Atlanta his left shoulder was re-injured.  His pension papers indicate that he could have been discharged 

because of his injuries but refused. Instead he preferred to honor his commitment to the Confederate 

Army and the Tennessee Volunteers.  He desired to remain with his fellow soldiers as together they 

defended their beloved Southland against Union invasion.   

 When Benjamin Franklin, or Frank as he was called, was wounded at Shiloh, his family stated 

that he walked home to Union City, some 125 miles, and stayed there until his wounds had healed.  Then, 

he walked back to Shiloh and re-joined his company showing exceptional devotion to duty for one so 

young. 

 Frank was among those taken prisoner in Atlanta.  Upon release he was put in charge of the group 

going to Tennessee.  As they walked home, they spent the nights wherever they could find a bit of shelter.  

Family historians relate that Frank wouldn’t let the men sleep in the churches along the way because they 

were plagued with body lice.  His reverence of God and respect for places of worship remained intact 

throughout the War, despite his injuries and the atrocities he witnessed. 

 His reputation as a soldier was one of “unfaltering courage and exceptional constancy and 

bravery”.  He was known to be a soldier of true courage and was always ready to do whatever he was 

called upon to perform.  He was well liked by the other soldiers and by the officers.  He was said to be an 

“exceptionally brave soldier and one that would go into places of danger and risk his life in ways that that 

other men in the regiment would not”.  He was thought of as a “faithful friend and loyal soldier…one of 

the kind that made the Southern Army famous”.   

 After returning home from the War, he married Elizabeth Stanley, his cousin, in 1867.  Between 

the years of 1870 and 1887, they gave birth to seven children.  He was a member of the Christian Church 

and was reported to be an honorable man of good character and well liked by a large circle of friends.  

 To support his family, Frank farmed his 40 acres of land but required the help of his wife and 

children because of the debilitating effects of the wounds he sustained during the War.  His beloved 

Elizabeth died in 1888, when she was only 39 years old.  Her early demise was caused, at least in part, by 

the strenuous labor related to farm work, in addition to bearing and nurturing seven children.   A few 

years after her death, he married Margaret Matthews and had three more children. One of these children, a 

daughter Frankie, was named for him.  Frankie brought her father into her home and provided for him 

during his declining years demonstrating the love his children had for him. 

 His obituary states that he was a familiar figure on the streets of the town in which he lived, being 

known and respected by all.  He remained active until about a year before his death at the age of 91 years, 

4 months and 15 days.  He is buried in his hometown of Union City, Tennessee, in Stanley Cemetery next 

to Elizabeth, the wife of his youth.  A Southern Cross of Honor was placed beside his tombstone. 

 The land for the cemetery and adjacent Stanley Chapel was originally owned by Frank’s 

grandfather and is located across from the original Stanley home place. 

 Benjamin Franklin Stanley was just one of thousands of brave men, both young and old, who 

answered the call to defend their homeland.  He lived the simple life of a farmer near a small town in 

western Tennessee.  He was not famous, or even well known except among his family, friends, 

townspeople and fellow soldiers.  No monuments were raised in his honor; no public buildings bear his 
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name.  Yet he lived his life with honor always, bravery when needed, and a fierce determination to 

provide for his family despite his disabilities and the pain those disabilities caused. Thousands have 

similar stories, all of them are truly unforgettable…..including Benjamin Franklin Stanley. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tell us about your Ancestor. Was he a War Veteran? Was she a Women’s Rights Activist? Was 

she a Housewife? Was he a Farmer? We want to hear about them. Send your stories to 

gscca@suddenlink.net.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GENEALOGY ORGANIZATION NOTES 

Dorothy McCarns     GSCCA Program August 19, 2012 
 1. There are many ways to organize your information. 
 
2. Use your genealogy program to the max. 
 
3. Scan all documents to your computer, make copies for your files, and put the originals 
 in a safe place, i.e.: a safe or safety deposit box. 
 
4. Back up your genealogy files to an external hard drive, another computer, CD's, and on-
 line service, or all of the above.  Put up-to-date CD back-ups in a safe or safety deposit 
 box weekly. 
 
5. Make a File Folder or Notebook for each SURNAME.  Divide each SURNAME by 
 generations or whatever works for you.  Let your genealogy program guide you. 
 
6. Put a Table of Contents in the front of each File Folder or Notebook where you keep 
 your records, notes, and documents.  When you remove a record, note or document, put 
 a paper in its place stating where it is. 
 
7. Always update your genealogy program when you have new information.  Then you 
 can print out Family Group Sheets to take with you on your Research Trips to know 
 what blanks you need to fill in.  
 
8. Use the Research Record to write down what you have found or not found.  Pre-print 
 Facility name labels to label your notes and copies. 
 
All of these things will help you stay on top of your research.  You will not end up with 
duplicate searches and papers, wasted time and money, and most of frustration.  Go through 
what you have, pay close attention to it, research what you can from home or from your home 
library, and then plan your research trip.  Your research trip will be a lot more successful if you 
are prepared and focused on what you are looking for. 
 
Sources: 
GSCCA "WALKING THROUGH YOUR PAST," A Guide to Finding Your Roots 
Mini Research Plan by J. Mark Lowe, CG, TUSA 
Unclutter CD by Cath Madden Trindle, CD 2009, Passages Through Time - FGS-AGS 2009 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2013 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Betty Woodall   Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President –    Corresponding Secretary – William Dunavin 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Patsy Penney 

Publicity – William Dunavin   Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Jan Beasley & Susie Grommet 

 


