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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 September 18, 2011 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER FIFTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER NINE                             SEPTEMBER 2011 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: The 

August Meeting was held on August 21, 2011 

at 2:00 p.m. in the Round Room at the 

Jonesboro Craighead Public Library.  

 Our speaker was Lisa Perry. She 

shared information about NEARA: The 

Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives at 

Powhatan. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for September 

was to have been held on September 10, 2011 

but was canceled. 

1. Beginners Class 

2. 2012 Calendars 

3. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be October 8, 2011 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SEPTEMBER MEETING: The September 

Meeting will be held in the Round Room at 

the Jonesboro Craighead County Public 

Library on September 18, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.  

 Our speaker will be Nancy Matthews. 

She will be sharing Genealogy Websites 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class will be Monday 

& Tuesday, October 3 & 4, 2011 at the 

Jonesboro Library from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Please contact Nancy Matthews – 870-

219-0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net for 

additional information on upcoming Classes. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2012 CALENDARS: “Last Call” for 

pictures of Craighead County Families. Do 

you have one that you would like to share? 

Please contact Nancy Matthews – 870-219-

0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. 

 

Please send pictures as soon as possible. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
     September 2, 1901 US Vice President 

Theodore Roosevelt makes his famous "Speak 

softly and carry a big stick" speech at the 

Minnesota State Fair.  

    September 10, 1813 - The Americans 

defeat the British naval forces in the Battle of 

Lake Erie during the War of 1812. 

     September 15, 1885 - The famous circus 

elephant "Jumbo" is killed by a GTR freight 

train, hauled by locomotive no. 788 at St. 

Thomas. It was struck from behind while 

being lead along the track to be loaded into 

his car. Jumbo stood 12' 5" high and weighted 

7 1/2 tons. 

     September 20, 1863 - Civil War Battle of 

Chickamauga, near Chattanooga, Tenn, ends 

     September 23, 1779 - American 

Revolution; USS Bonhomme Richard, 

commanded by John Paul Jones, wins a fight 

against the British ships of war HMS Serapis 

and HMS Countess of Scarborough off the 

coast of England. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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WE MISSED YOU!! 

 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference in Springfield, 

Illinois was absolutely fantastic.  

 According to an article that was in The State-Journal Register 

(Springfield) on Sunday, September 11, 2011, there were 198 

educational sessions, 98 guest speakers and 76 vendors. These sessions were attended by a 

Conference Record of over 2,000 people.  

 There were sessions on everything from society enrichment to types of records at specific 

repositories to methods and technology. There was certainly something to interest anyone that 

attended. I learned lots. 

 The next FGS Conference is 29 August - 1 September 2012 in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Start making your plans to attend. I am.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 2011 --  

      September 18 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

      September 24 - Genealogy Roadshow - Mountain Home, Arkansas - Baxter County Public 

 Library Co-Sponsored by the Arkansas Genealogy Society 

            and the Baxter County Historical and Genealogical Society 

October 2011 --  

      October 8 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      October 16 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

November 2011 --  

      November 4 & 5 - Arkansas Genealogical Society Seminar - Little Rock, Arkansas  

Speaker: J. Mark Lowe - www.agsgenealogy.org/  

      November 12 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Rm - Jonesboro Library 

      November 20 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Deceased Online www.deceasedonline.com/ -- The central database for UK burials and 

cremations 

Search registers by Country, Region, County, Burial Authority or Crematorium free of charge.  

Register as a Deceased Online user and gain access to 

 Computerised cremation and burial records  

 Digital scans of cremation and burial registers  

 Digital scans of books of remembrance  

 Photographs of graves and memorials  

 Cemetery maps showing grave locations  

 Other occupants in the same grave 

It has a pay-per-view arrangement, whereby you buy credits that you can use to view entries 

after you do your search. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.deceasedonline.com/
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MY FGS CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE IN SPRINGFIELD ILLINOIS 

By Dorothy McCarns 

 

 We arrived in Springfield on Tuesday, September 6
th

 and we were ready for the first day 

of sessions.  Wednesday was all about Societies.  I attended the classes I thought were important 

and that I could share with the rest of the society.  The first session was all about how we will 

survive with all the changes going on around us, such as the new social media, and internet 

research.  It was very interesting, and I saw that if we do not do some new things we may not 

survive as a society. 

 I also learned a few things about fund raising in the second session.  It was eye-opening 

to say the least.  The next session was “How to Develop and Implement Affordable Membership 

Benefits” by George Morgan, a very good speaker.  Some of the things he suggested we already 

do, but we can do more.  You will hear more about these things in the future. 

 I know you all realize that we need to engage the next generation of genealogists, right?  

Well, D. Joshua Taylor had some very good ideas about how to do this!  You all can help too, 

after I pass on to you his ideas.  I know you can’t wait to hear them!  My next session was about 

volunteers, and it was a great session too.  After this class I was too tired to go to the next one, 

which was taking care of the Society’s Documents, and we already have that covered.  I went 

back to the hotel and had a nap! 

 Thursday morning was my favorite session on research.  It was called “The Jones Jinx: 

Tracing Common Surnames” and since my maiden name is Jones, I just had to attend this one 

wide awake!  The techniques can apply to any common name, or any name for that matter.  We 

all have a brick wall, right?  Well this will help us get past it.  I will try all the ideas presented 

and let you know when I find the parents of my William C. Jones of Ripley, Tennessee.   

 I learned that I need to go to Missouri to research my other brick wall, William French.  

Then I learned how to go beyond the Bare Bones and see how my ancestors lived their lives, 

their hardships and how they survived.  Don’t forget about the Homestead Records on 

Fold3.com, formerly Footnote.com. 

 The funniest sessions I attended were really by accident.  I have been researching the 

Parish Records of North Carolina and when I saw there would be a session on “The Parish,” 

well, I just had to take it because I knew I would get a better understanding of those records.  It 

was about Parish Records, in the U.K.!!  But really, the parish records in North Carolina were 

patterned after the ones in the U.K. and I did learn more about them.  The other one was about 

getting the most from the National Archives web site.  Again, a mistake.  I thought it would be 

about the National Archives in the United States, but no, it was the U.K. Archives.  Very funny, 

my mistakes, but also the speakers were very funny too.  You had to be there!!    I also went to 

the session on researching Midwestern and Plains States Indians.  Please don’t tell anyone, I am 

still not an expert on Indian Research like someone in the library thinks I am and always wants 

me to do the Indian Research Desk on Genealogy Night.   

 I really enjoyed the FGS conference; it seems I get more out of each one I attend.  I am 

looking forward to the next one, in Birmingham, Alabama!  You all need to come with us to this 

one.  Doesn’t everyone need to research in Alabama?  I know I do.  Start making your plans 

now. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Footnote Becomes Fold3 

So what does it mean? 

Traditionally, the third fold in a flag-folding ceremony honors and remembers veterans for 

their sacrifice in defending their country and promoting peace in the world. 

This new focus will direct our content plans and allow us to organize the site around military 

records.  In the future we’ll make other changes that will help us build the best online source for 

records related to the U.S. military, the men and women who have served and the families who 

support them. 

You will still be able to access the great non-military records previously found on Footnote, but 

we’ll be adding millions of U.S. military records, like these that we’ve already begun work on: 

 World War II “Old Man’s Draft” Cards 

 War of 1812 Pension Files 

 Mexican War Service Records 

 World War I Officer Experience Reports 

 Confederate Casualty Reports 

Footnote has been a great name, but it doesn’t relate to military records and can carry a 

connotation of insignificance which doesn’t seem appropriate for a site focused on records 

related to the great sacrifices associated with military service. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

WAR of 1812 Pension Files - This series consists of approximately 180,000 pension and 

bounty land warrant application files relating to claims based on service between 1812 and 1815. 

The files generally contain documentation submitted in support of a claim, such as the original 

application form, affidavits, and statements from witnesses. FGS is raising funds toward a goal 

of $3.7 million dollars in order to digitize these files. These files are being placed on the Internet 

with free access. To date 71,668 have been placed on the National Archives Website. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Federation of Genealogical Societies Debuts New Mobile App -- August 15, 2011 

– Austin, TX. The Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) announces the debut of its free 

mobile application for the iPhone®, iPod Touch® and iPad®. With the new FGS App, FGS 

resources and services such as FGS Radio, Voice – the FGS blog and webinars are now available 

to a wider audience. The Android App is coming soon. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

101 Best Websites for 2011  
6/9/2011  

By David A. Fryxell  

 

 

 Share and Store Alike  
 101 Best Websites for 2011: Sharing and storing your research online  

 Ages-Online www.ages-online.com $  

In a case of you get what you pay for—$39.95 per year—this online family tree site gives you complete control over your shared 

tree, including user-specific permissions and time stamps that track who changed what when.  

 AncientFaces www.ancientfaces.com  

Originally focused on family photos (more than 53,000 at last count), this sharing site has broadened to include family stories, 

favorite recipes and Family Spaces web pages.  

 Backupmytree.com  www.backupmytree.com  

Never again worry about losing your family tree data with this free online backup service just for genealogy. It automatically finds 

and uploads files on your PC and even keeps previous versions in case you accidentally delete Great-Aunt Sally. The site works 

with most Windows programs, including Family Tree Maker, Personal Ancestral File, RootsMagic, Legacy Family Tree, Family Tree 

Legends, Family Tree Builder and GenoPro.  

 DeadFred  http://deadfred.com  

Here the sharing is of photos—specifically, orphaned pictures in need of reuniting with their families. To date, DeadFred has helped 

more than 1,800 people find ancestral photos among its 103,000 items, which represent more than 17,400 surnames. With a 

$19.95 premium membership, you get enhanced photo posting and customization options.  

 Facebook http://facebook.com  

When Facebook’s founder is Time’s Person of the Year and the subject of an Oscar-winning film, it should be no surprise that this 

internet earthquake also causes reverberations in the genealogy world. Whether you use an app such as We’re Related or 

Familybuilder or just DIY, Facebook is the place to show your family finds.  

 Family Pursuit www.familypursuit.com  

Collaborative research, not just tree sharing, is the focus here, with tools to create and assign tasks, log research progress and 

share your findings. A $59.95-per-year upgrade allows users to upload photos and documents, and manage privacy features.  

 Flickr http://flickr.com  

What Facebook is to social networking, Flickr is to photos. If both the Library of Congress and the Smithsonian use it, maybe this is 

the place to share your ancestral photos and gravestone images.  

 Geni http://geni.com  

Now topping 100 million profiles, this site is billed as “the world’s largest free family tree.” PC Magazine has honored Geni in its 

Best Free Software roundup three straight years—and we like it, too.  

 My Heritage www.myheritage.com  

Recently updated with cool charting tools and an upgraded SmartMatching system, this site not only hosts your family tree, but 

constantly scours its 17 million trees for people who might match your ancestors. Basic trees are free, but you’ll need to upgrade 

to a premium plan if your tree grows too large.  

 Shared Tree www.sharedtree.com  

Offering unlimited online family trees, this site boasts family forums, charting and a way to debate family facts with distant kin. Did 

we mention it’s all free?  

 Tribal Pages www.tribalpages.com  

Upload your GEDCOM file and add your ancestors to the 80 million names on this free site. Don’t forget the photos—some 2 million 

already posted and counting.  

 WeRelate www.werelate.org  

Designed to share data as well as family trees, this wiki-style project from the Foundation for On-Line Genealogy and the Allen 

County Public Library combines data with social networking. It’s home to pages for 2 million people and families, while also offering 

a search of nearly 1 million sources.  

 WikiTree www.wikitree.com  

Another wiki, launched in 2008, this tree-sharing site has over 1 million profiles. Designed to be user-friendly, it lets you share 

pages, keep them private or make them public. And WikiTree’s new embeddable family tree widget displays a family tree or 

pedigree chart into a blog post or web page.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2012 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Betty Woodall   Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Rusty Dancer  Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Judy Clark 

Publicity – William Dunavin   Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Gail Lies & Patsy Penney 


