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******************************************************************************

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our regular meeting was held on August 19, 2007. Our speaker 
was Nancy Matthews. The topic this month was Family Military History.

******************************************************************************

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board Meeting for September was held on 
September 8, 2007.

1. AGS Meeting – Little Rock
2. Beginning Genealogy Classes
3. Book Committee
4. The next Executive Board will be October 13, 2007

******************************************************************************
SEPTEMBER MEETING: The September meeting will be held on September 16, 2007. Our 
speaker will be Dr. Kenneth Startup. Topic: A Race of Warriors: Lineage and Warfare
-- A Transatlantic Perspective.

******************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER:  With the increase in postage, please consider receiving your newsletter by 
e-mail. We are doing our best to keep costs down. Hopefully we can do this. If you are not sure 
about getting your newsletter by e-mail maybe you will consider trying it. The newsletter is done 
in Microsoft Word and is sent as an attachment. It can then be easily printed if you wish.

******************************************************************************
BEGINNING GENEALOGY CLASSES: The next Beginning Genealogy Class will be 
October 1 & 2, 2007 from 6:00 to 8:00. This will be the last Beginning Genealogy Class until 
2008. 

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

Arkansas Genealogy Society – Fall Seminar 2007 – www.agsgenealogy.org

Speakers and topics:
Friday, October 19th Speaker: Carolyn Earle Billingsley, Ph.D.

Melungeons and Other Mixed Race Groups
The Reality of Researching Your Indian Ancestors

Saturday, October 20th Speaker: Sharon Tate Moody, CG
If Living Were a Crime: Evidence your Ancestor Left at the Scene
The Law: Portal to Ancestor Documents
Airing the Family Laundry?
No Ring? No License? Are They Married

******************************************************************************
Book Committee:

Where do you need books for research? What counties are you working on? The Book 
Committee that recommends books to purchase to the Jonesboro Craighead County Library is in 
need of your suggestions. Please let us know the books you are interested in obtaining along with 
a source and please be specific. Contact Joyce Whitten joycewhitten@centurytel.net or Nancy 
Matthews nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net. 

******************************************************************************
New Member: Jen Stephens from Henderson, NV 

******************************************************************************
$  VOLUNTEERING PAYS  $

     Ok, by definition a Volunteer is someone who works for free! But the headline got your 
attention and you are reading this article. Volunteering can pay in the rewarding feeling that you 
get knowing that you have given up some of your time just to help someone. I personally enjoy 
helping people. I have noticed that since becoming the editor for the Flint Genealogical Society’s 
newsletter I have spent many hours writing the articles, collecting information, and putting the 
information together. I had started to calculate the hours I put in just for my own curiosity.
     Our Society has many volunteers, and many times has a need for more volunteers. Our three 
big areas that we have volunteers for are: The Flint Public Library, The Courthouse and The 
Perry Archives. 
     I figured the average volunteer gives about 2-8 hours of their time per week. I calculated that 
about 50 hours of volunteer time is scheduled at the library, about 16 hours at the courthouse, 
and about 40 at the archives. That gives us about 106 hours of volunteer time to the Society per 
week.
     If the Society didn’t have volunteers and had to pay to get workers equal over $700 a week at 
minimum wage.  Thank you to all our Volunteers!

From: The Flint Genealogy Society Newsletter
******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

Generation Flu

There is a spreading epidemic called the Generation Flu,
which is passed down to children and acquaintances too,
Once the disease of royalty, of peers and knights of old,

it has spread throughout the universe, it's seed to bring to fold,
It is a contagious virus with a great veracious greed,

for the tombstone and the graveyard, certificate and deed.

The victims of this virus have a great compelling urge,
to link their names unto your family, there is no known purge.

They will even give you software if they find that you have none,
for they feel a dire need for this disease to be passed on,

They crave for a new surname, will search each surname list,
will peruse each list a thousand times, lest a surname may be missed.

You will find them in a graveyard, perhaps groveling on their knees,
seeking long forgotten surnames which they then call roots and trees.

A computer will make matters worse, they will surf the internet,
searching out those roots and trees to make this flu a greater threat.

They cannot have a conversation without the need to add,
that yesterday they found a link to great grandfather's dad.

They are happy to converse with other victims of this flu,
Will often join their ranks to search in greater groups, It's true!

They look up parish registers, they search the census years,
They talk about brick walls and of assigns and of their heirs.
As the illness progresses you will see their manner change,
You must never move their files or in their study rearrange

******************************************************************************
DONATION:

Thank you to Lloyd McCrackin, Jr. for his cash donation to the Genealogy Society of Craighead 
County, Arkansas.

******************************************************************************
WEBSITES:

Do you need an obit for Denver, Colorado
http://history.denverlibrary.org/
 
Looking for someone in Ohio:
http://index.rbhayes.org/hayes/index/index.asp

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
GENEALOGY TIPS:

Widen the Search Area --

It’s important not to unnecessarily limit the geographical extent of our search for records. It may 
seem unlikely for our automobile-less ancestors to have attended a church 20 miles away from 
their homes, or to meet spouses two counties apart, but such things did happen and more often 
than you think. Also, keep in mind that in the early years of settlement in a new area, the 
population might be so thin that a single minister served several congregations in a large circuit, 
so the records for a wide region might all be found together.

Switch Machines -- 

If a microfilm is faint, dark or otherwise difficult to read, don’t give up just yet. Try a different 
film reader or printer, as often archives have several types of machines and each one can be a 
little different.

Ask “Why”, “How” and “What” Questions --

When interviewing relatives for family history, you’ll get the best response and the most 
interesting information if you ask questions that begin with “why”, “how” or “what”, rather than 
“who”, “when” or “where”. Older people, in particular, may have difficulty remembering exactly 
when and where an event took place, and get frustrated with such questions. However, it you ask 
them why it happened or what the experience was like, you’re much more likely to get a good 
response. And, date and location information is usually fairly easy to verify using written 
records, but you won’t learn about motivations and feelings that way! And this is the kind of 
information you’ll want once you start writing “the book”.

Use Government Websites --

Virtually all Western governments have official archives, libraries or record offices and the 
websites for these institutions are often extremely helpful. Most contain lost of “how to” 
information, as well as guides to records and detailed descriptions of specific record sets. Many 
also provide indexes, databases, transcribed records and digitally scanned original records, for 
free. You can find information about their research policies, and fee-based research services they 
might offer, procedures for ordering reproductions and the relevant fees involved, and policies 
and instructions regarding the loaning of filmed records to other institutions. As with all products 
of bureaucracies, government websites can be a bit labyrinthine, so be prepared to wander 
around a little, exploring different corners of the site, as the best nuggets are sometimes buried 
deep.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES

NAME PT / SEC SEC TWP RNG ACRES VALUE

Mary P. Nation NW 32 14 2 160 $80.00
Henry Day NE 32 14 2 160 $80.00
Blank SE 32 14 2 160 $0.00
Blank SW 32 14 2 160 $0.00

Blank NE-SE 33 14 2 40 $0.00
Blank S1//2-SE 33 14 2 80 $0.00
I M & H RR NE 33 14 2 160 $0.00
Henry Day S1/2-SW 33 14 2 80 $40.00
S.M. Markel NW 33 14 2 160 $80.00
C  & F RR N1/2-SW 33 14 2 80 $0.00
T. B. Mills NW-SE 33 14 2 40 $0.00

Jesse Fibs NE 34 14 2 160 $160.00
Blank SE 34 14 2 160 $0.00
Blank W 1/2 34 14 2 320 $0.00

Est- R. T. Fortner E1/2-SE 35 14 2 80 $0.00
Blank SW 35 14 2 160 $0.00
S. M. Markel W1/2-SE 35 14 2 80 $40.00
C & F RR N1/2 35 14 2 320 $0.00

Est- R. F. Fortner SW 36 14 2 160 $0.00
Henry Day NE-NW 36 14 2 40 $20.00
Same? Blank/Pd NW-NW 36 14 2 40 $20.00
Blank S1/2-NW 36 14 2 80 $0.00
S.M. Markel E1/2 36 14 2 320 $160.00

Totals 8080 $680.00

To be continued.

******************************************************************************
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2007 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Jean Sales Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Gail Lies Publications – Nancy Matthews
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