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MEETING HAPPENINGS: The September meeting was about what can be found in State 
Archives. Then we had a short question and answer period concerning our research work as 
genealogists. We also discussed the printing of our upcoming books, after having decided to use 
Forest Office Machines as our printing company. We had an out of town member at this meeting, 
Mr. McCullars of El Dorado, Ark., he was made welcome by all. Guests included Catherine Gerdes.

*******************************************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The October Board meeting will be at Jeanette McClure’s 
house, 1500 Garland Dr. It will be at 7:00 p.m. on the 15th of October Ph#931-5787. Betty Woodall 
has joined our executive board, and is very welcome, we can use another member, if anyone is 
available?? The September meeting was a very good one. Dorothy McCarns and Jeanette had gotten 
several bids from printing companies here in town and we compared all the prices and decided that 
Forrest Printers on Gee St., a Mr. Mel Wood, had given us the best offer. He will also do printing 
for members, when they show their membership card, at the same price as for the Society. We will 
be making membership cards and they will be sent out in January, when and as dues for the year of 
1999 are received. Then after that, each time there is a new member, he will be sent an 
acknowledgment along with a membership card. Prices were also set for all of the books we have 
upcoming and they are on the inside back page of the newsletter. We are very excited about our 
books and now it is happening!!! 

*******************************************************************************************************
OCTOBER MEETING: The October meeting will be at the library. This will be on Sunday, the 
18th of October at 2:00. 

*******************************************************************************************************
DUES: DUES will be $15. 00 per year and should be sent to P O Box 2614, Jonesboro, AR 
72402-2614. If you have any questions or need information, please call our President, Gail Lies, 
(870) 932-1301. E-mail nglies@nex.net.

*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTERS: The newsletter is published monthly and any visitors to our meetings will 
receive a complimentary copy. You may have queries published, short stories on your research, 
group sheets, etc. 
*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
NATIONAL ARCHIVES: The National Archives does not have Confederate pension records in 
its custody. Pensions based on military service for the Confederate States of America were 
authorized by some Southern States but not by the Federal Government until 1959. For information 
about any State pension which may have been granted as a result of the Confederate service of the 
soldier in whom you are interested, we suggest that you write to the State archives or equivalent 
agency at the capital of the veteran's State of residence after the war. 

*******************************************************************************************************
REVOLUTIONARY WAR BOUNTY LAND LOCATIONS: Georgia: Bounty land was in the 
south end of old Franklin County and the north end of old Washington County (now Oconee, 
Ogelthorp and Green Counties and lies between the Oconee and Appalachee Rivers.) North 
Carolina: Middle Tennessee, south of the Kentucky border, northeast of Nashville, Davidson or 
Sumner Counties, Tennessee. South Carolina: On the frontier on former Cherokee lands, northwest 
corner of the State, between the Toogalo(Togolo) and Keowee Rivers (now Anderson, Oconee and 
Pickens Counties.)

*******************************************************************************************************
LOYALISTS OR TRAITORS? : What happened to those Americans who opposed 
independence? According to a law passed by Congress in June 1776, all colonists who supported or 
fought for Britain were guilty of treason -- and should be punished. Some loyalists fled the country, 
going to Canada or England. Others stayed, kept their mouths shut, and tried to avoid notice. As one 
Loyalist explained, "I took no part at all(in the war), but kept out of the way as much as possible." 
This wasn't always easy. Each state government required its citizens to sign oaths of allegiance to 
the American cause. Committees of patriots were formed to harass any person who refused to sign. 
The property of many Loyalists was seized by the states and sold. Some unfortunate Loyalists were 
tarred and feathered. A few were executed. Why such treatment? Remember that Loyalists made up 
one third of the population. Some were spies for the British. Many more sold or donated food and 
other supplies to the British forces. And thousands of Loyalists fought on the British side. At the 
close of the Revolution, for example, 9,000 Americans were fighting for independence. And 7,000 
were fighting for the British!! 

*******************************************************************************************************
EVERYONE: The year is growing short! Nominations for President, Vice President, 
Secretary/Treasurer, and others will soon be the thing. Please get on the Nominating Committee and 
choose some candidates for our Society. Elections will happen in January of 1999. There will be no 
meeting in December so we will have plenty of time to decide who we would like to nominate. 

*******************************************************************************************************
INTERNET Free On-Line Newsletters

Missing Links
Rootsweb Review
Expert Genealogy

Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter
Journal of Online Genealogy

*******************************************************************************************************
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http://www.ancestry.com/columns/eastman/index.htm
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*******************************************************************************************************
BOOKS -- BOOKS -- BOOKS

1900 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- about 430 pages -- indexed
pre-publication price $30.00 includes postage after publication 35.00 includes postage

1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- about 156 pages -- indexed
pre-publication price $15.00 includes postage after publication 18.00 includes postage

1870 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- about 115 pages -- indexed
pre-publication price $12.00 includes postage after publication price 15.00 includes postage

1860 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- about 74 pages -- indexed
pre-publication price $10.00 plus postage after publication price 12.00 plus postage

*******************************************************************************************************
BOOKS LOOKING FOR A HOME: Lois Barnes has the following books in her possession. She 
is interested in seeing go to a good home.

1. Historic Sketch of “Old Mud Meeting House” the first Dutch reformed church west of the 
Alleghenies and the Adjacent Grave yard.

The Centennial Celebration and other interesting facts concerning OLD MUD-MEETING HOUSE 
near Harrodsburg, KY August 25, 1900. This is a very thin book.

2. A copy of THE CUMBERLAND BANNER, Jasper, Tenn. Sep 22, 1905. This is a newspaper of 
the Presbyterian Church a weekly paper.

3. A copy of a small book, John Ploughman’s Talk, by Charles H. Spurgeon. This book has an 
inscription inside, two in fact, in two handwritings. As follows: (I assume this book was presented 
to) H.L. WINBURNE (Date as written) 2/8/97 (that would be 1897) then SWBU (South West 
Baptist University ????)

Second inscription: Hardy L. WINBURNE, Jackson, Tenn. 2/2/97. (1897)

4. A personal Bible: presented to J.P.C. Howell by Mother Mary I. Howell. First entry John Nelson 
HOWELL and Mary Isabel POLHAMERS HOWELL were married July 8th 1879. J.P.C. 
HOWELL and Bessie Francis THACKER were married December 11th 1912. There are a few more 
entries.

Lois states that her heart’s desire is to put these article into the hands of someone who would 
DEARLY LOVE to have them. 

*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
LAST WILL OF A FARMER

I Leave:
To my wife... my overdraft at the bank. Maybe she can explain it.
To my banker.......my soul, he has the mortgage on it.
To my neighbor......my clown suit. He'll need it if he continues to farm as he has in the past.
To the Grain Assoc.......my grain bin. I was planning to let them take it back next year anyway.
To the farm advisor...50 bushels of corn to see if he can hit the market. I never did.
To the junk man....all my machinery, he's had his eye on it for years.
To my undertaker....a special request. I want six implement and fertilizer dealers for my pallbearers. 

----- They are used to carring me.
To the weatherman.....rain, sleet, and snow for my funeral, please. No seanse in having good 
----- weather now.
To the gravedigger.......don't bother, the hole I'm in now is big enough.
To the monument maker.....set up a jig for the epitaph, "Here lies a farmer who has properly
----- assumed all his obligations."

Signed, Any Farmer
*******************************************************************************************************
MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS: William Stiles, senior was the father of six children: Richard, 
John, William, Junior, Nancy, Elizabeth and Hetty. (1) Richard Stiles settled Shelby County, Texas, 
sometime after 1825. (2) John Stiles, born in Barron County, Ky., in March, 1797, accompanied the 
family on its westward way and located after his marriage to Sarah Reed(daughter of Joseph Reed, a 
pioneer Methodist preacher) within four miles of Fort Towson. After the break-up of Miller County 
in 1828 he moved across Red River and located north of Clarksville. He was the father of a 
numerous family whose descendants till live in Red River County. He died in August, 1854. 
(Biographical Souvenir of the State of Texas, 794.) (3) William Stiles, junior, was born 3 Feb. 1799, 
presumably in Barron Co., Ky. He married Nancy Lawrence (born 25 Oct., 1803.) daughter of 
Adam Lawrence, tradition says while the families were living at the mouth of Mulberry Creek but 
more probably after the Stiles reached Red River. William Stiles, junior accompanied his father to 
the Brazos in 1821-22 but returned to Miller County. He was living in Miller County in 1825 but 
later moved to Louisiana and thence to Johnson County, Texas, where he died in 1875.(Lone Star 
State: Central Texas, 546.) (4) Nancy Stiles married Henry Jones in January. 1821. She 
accompanied her husband and father to south Texas in the winter of 1821-22 and her son, William 
Stiles Jones, born at the crossing on the Brazos early in 1822 had the distinction of being the first 
child born in Austin's colony. She died 5 Aug. 1851. John Henry Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers 
of Texas, 311. (5) There is no information concerning Elizabeth Stiles. (6) Hetty Stiles is said to 
have married another Jones in south Texas, but when or where is unknown.

From Stiles' camp Major Bradford went west of the Kiamichi to warn the settlers of the 
government’s intention to move them east of the stream. The "squatters" received the orders with ill 
grace; well they might, for, no doubt, it seemed to them there was no place where they could escape 
the long arm of the federal authority intent upon providing lands for the immigrant Indians, The 
Arkansas had proved untenable; now the Red offered no more security of possession.

Just west of the Kiamichi, near Red River, Nuttall, who had accompanied Bradford, stopped 
for breakfast at the cabin of Martin Verner. Verner regaled his visitor with long stories of the 
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hunting to be encountered farther up the river, and showed him as an evidence of his prowess as a 
nimrod the head of a Mexican hog. Some days later the botanist, while loitering in quest of 
specimens of the regional flora, became separated from his party. He attempted to join them on the 
trail but only succeeded in becoming more confused. His failure to meet up with his associates 
enjoined upon the scientist the necessity of asking the hospitality of Stiles and other settlers until a 
party could be made up to go to Ft. Smith. The delay he spent in observing the settlements on Red 
River. He writes: On the 8th June I went down to the Red River settlement, to inquire concerning 
some company, which I had heard of, on my returning route to the Arkansas; and, on conferring 
together, we concluded to take our departure on Sunday next, a day generally chosen by these 
hunters and voyagers on which to commence their journeys. In our way to this settlement Gate's and 
Lemon's creek and another small brook. The width of the prairie to Red River might be about five 
miles and the contracted alluvial lands, which by the crops of corn and cotton appeared to be 
exceedingly fertile, were nearly inhabited to their full extent. The wheat planted here produced 
about 80 bushels to the acre, for which some of the inhabitants had now the conscience to ask three 
dollars and a half per bushel, in consequence of the scarcity of last season.

These people, as well as the generality of those who, till lately, inhabited the banks of the 
Arkansas were the worst moral character imaginable, being many of them renegades from justice, 
and as such have forfeited the esteem of civilized society. When a further flight from justice became 
necessary, they passed over into the Spanish territory, toward San Antonio, where it appears that 
encouragement was given to all sorts of refugees. From these people we frequently heard 
disrespectful murmurs against the government of the United States. There is indeed an universal 
complaint against showing unnecessary and ill-timed favors to the Indians. It is true that the Osages 
and Cherokees have been permitted , almost without molestation, to rob the people on this river, not 
only of their horse and cattle, but even occasionally of their household furniture.(Footnote 33): 
Thomas Nuttall, Travels into the Arkansas Territory, in R.G. Thwaites, Early Westrern Travels, 
X111, 206-223. Quotation is found on pages, 221-222.

This account of a cursory observer needs to be supplemented and contrasted with the 
recollections of an actual resident, William B. Dewees, who came to the upper Red from the 
vicinity of Shelbyville on Duck River, Tennessee, in the spring of 1819, in company with a party of 
ten families of kinsmen and neighbors.(Footnote 34): Among heads of families included in this 
party was Jesse Burnam, later well-known member of Austin's colony in South Texas. 
"Reminiscences of Capt. Jesse Burnam" in Texas State Historical Quarterly, V. 12. Among other 
members of the group were Samuel Burnam (Dewee's brother-in-law), John Nall, George Dooley, 
and Willis W. Boone, all accompanied by families. Registro. A Tenouse thread of evidence, 
wanting documentary confirmation, makes out Benjamin Cuthbert, Asa Blankenship, Thomas 
Denton, John Crownover and John Clark as the remaining unidentified members of the party. The 
immigrants made use of a keel-boat to convey themselves and their household goods from 
Tennessee to Pecan Point. Young Dewees did not complete the voyage but left his fellow travelers 
at Long Prairie, from whence he wrote a long letter portraying graphically the hardships endured in 
the passage of the Raft.(Footnote 35:: W. B. Dewees. Letters from an Early Settler of Texas, l. At 
the time he was looking eagerly forward to an extended hunting trip on the upper river. From Long 
Prairie he went to Mound Prairie, where he fell sick and lay idle for six months. As soon as he was 
able to ride he joined a hunting party of thirty men, among whom were Gabriel Martin, Andrew 
Robinson and John Hampton, for an expedition to the Cross Timbers. Smaller numbers dared not 
venture out because of the hostile Osages. Dewees and his companions suffered no losses on this 
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particular trip, although, he Robinson, Martinand Hampton became lost from the main body. By 
following the river, they succeeded in reaching Jonesborough without any untoward incident. 

There Dewees remained for some time. (It should be noted that Jesse Burnam and Samuel 
Burnam moved from pecan Point to the Clear Creek settlement late in 1819.) Feb. 13, 1820, he 
wrote in part to a relative in Ky.: But a few words now for the society that inhabits this new 
country, we are a motley crew, emigrants from all parts of the world, and of course have all kinds of 
people, good and bad! But the bad seems to predominate.. He goes on to describe a camp meeting 
he had attended a few days previously at the mouth of Clear Creek across the river from 
Jonesborough. Three ministers had been in attendance and a very considerable congregation. 
(Footnote 36): Although Dewees does not mention the ministers' names, very likely two of the three 
were William Stevenson and Thomas Tennant. Stevenson was the residing elder of the Black River 
District of the Missouri Conference of the Methodist Church in 1820, and Thomas Tennant had 
been assigned to the Pecan Point circuit in the fall of 1819. Horace Jewell, History of Methodism in 
Arkansas, 47. Either James Lowry or Washington Orr would be a logical surmise for the third 
preacher; each served the Pecan Point circuit - Lowry preceded Tennant and Orr succeeded him. 
Not all of those in the vicinity were intent upon salvation, however; quite close to the camp was 
located a spring around which a crew of drunken rowdies gathered to mock the prayers, sermons 
and shoutings of the religiously inclined. Upon being rebuked by one of the ministers, these sons of 
Belial scattered the congregation and cut down the rude pulpit. But frontier preachers trained in the 
school of Lorenzo Dow and Peter Cartwright were not to be outdone; they rallied the searchers after 
grace and drove away the scoffers; rebuilt their altar, and as Dewees notes "had a very successful 
meeting."(Footnote 37): Dewees, Letters, 16. Written from "Jonesborough, Ark." A third letter 
written from Pecan Point, June 10, 1821, relates the happenings of a recent trip to Nacogdoches. 
Dewees and two companions had endeavored to visit the Spanish village by the way of Trammel's 
Trace but unused to the landmarks they missed it entirely and were obliged to mark out a new trail. 
The further details of the journey reveal no unusual occurrences. Dewees, upon his return to Pecan 
Point, began preparations to join Austin's colony; actually he did not depart for south Texas until 
January 1, 1822. This trip he made in conjunction with Jesse Burnam. Indeed the winter of 1821-22 
saw a rather considerable migration from Red River to the Brazos; a migration symptomatic of the 
continued flux of the frontier. 

Meanwhile the story of the founding of the first American settlements on upper Red River 
had ended its first phase, April 1, 1820. For on that date Governor James Miller of the Arkansas 
Territory had approved the act of the Assembly creating Miller County. Henceforth for the next 
sixteen years the story of Miller County is the story of southeastern Oklahoma and Northeastern 
Texas. (Footnote 38): Dr. Rex W. Strickland is Assistant Professor of History at the College of 
Mines and Metallurgy at El Paso, Texas. THE END.
*******************************************************************************************************

MARRIAGE RECORDS
MARRIAGE RECORDS OF CRAIGHEAD COUNTY, ARKANSAS - BOOK A

We received a correction of the marriages in our July issue, 1998. Page 200 should read: J W 
Henson(not Houston) age 26 to Miss Melvina Herrington, age 18, 26 Feb 1880.

To find marriages for Craighead County before 1860, it is necessary to look in records for other 
counties.
*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
MARRIAGE RECORDS OF LAWRENCE COUNTY, ARKANSAS - BOOK A1

ALCORN, Isam ----- HEARTGRAVES, Permetia ----- 23 May 1823 ----- A1-006
ARCHER, Aaron ----- MARSHALL, Elizabeth ----- 22 Mar 1832 ----- A1-026

BAGWELL, Littleton ----- BROWN, Mahala ----- 20 Feb 1834 ----- A1-040
BAKER, Asa ----- PIERCE, Malina ----- 19 Dec 1822 ----- A1-004
BAKER, George A. ----- GARNER, Elizabeth ----- 2 Apr 1832 ----- A1-025
BAKER, Thomas ----- HOLCOMBE, Celia ----- 10 May1835 ----- A1-050
BARRETT, William A. ----- MANGRUM, Charlotte ----- 12 Mar 1835 ----- A1-045
BEAN, Marke ----- STUART, Hetty ----- 2 Nov 1828 ----- A1-013
BELLAH, Charles ----- BREDEN, Martha ----- 29 Sep 1831 ----- A1-024
BELLAH, Leonard ----- BELLAH, Jane ----- 4 Mar 1831 ----- A1-020
BELLAH, Samuel ----- HUDSON, Berintha ----- 5 Jul 1832 ----- A1-028
BLANKENSHIP, Alexander ----- MURPHEY, Polly ----- 27 Aug 1835 ----- A1-050
BLYTH, David ----- CANTRELL, Elizabeth ----- 12 Jul 1835 ----- A1-049
BLYTH, James ----- CROSS, Lydia ----- 15 Jul 1835 ----- A1-049
BOID, William ----- WILLMETH, Polly ----- 18 May 1834 ----- A1-039
BRANDEN, James A. ----- PERKINS, Fanny ----- 13 Nov 1834 ----- A1-044
BREWER, Willis ----- WEST, Isabella ----- 1 Apr 1824 ----- A1-009
BROOKFIELD, Isaac, Rev. ----- CAMPBELL, Nancy ----- 23 Mar 1823 ----- A1-005
BUTCHER, John ----- BAKER, Thirzy ----- 25 Nov 1832 ----- A1-028

CALVEN, John C. ----- HADLEY, Luiza ----- 7 Aug 1832 ----- A1-027
CAPP, Nimrod ----- MATTIX, Cynthia ----- 13 Jun 1830 ----- A1-017
CHILDERS, Alexander C. ----- FORTENBERRY, Matilda ----- 6 Feb 1834 ----- A1-037
CHILDERS, Joseph ----- WATLAND, Polly ----- 5 Mar 1835 ----- A1-046
CHISM, George Washington ----- LANKFORD, Jane ----- 22 May 1836 ----- A1-053
CHISM, Washington ----- BURGESS, Elizabeth Caroline ----- 21 Nov 1833 ----- A1-037
CLARK, Joseph ----- COCKRIM, Elizabeth ----- 18 Sep 1834 ----- A1-043
COCHRAN, George D. ----- MATTIX, Elizabeth ----- 29 Nov 1832 ----- A1-029
COCHRAN, James ----- PIERCE, Levina ----- 19 May 1822 ----- A1-005
COCHRAN, Pleasant ----- CLARK, Alfema ----- 1 Oct 1833 ----- A1-038
CRAWFORD, Colby ----- FRYER, Lisha English ----- 4 Nov 1830 ----- A1-019
CROW, Enoch B. ----- ROATEN, Sally ----- 9 Nov 1834 ----- A1-044
CROWLEY, Samuel ----- HUDGINS, Sarah ----- 28 Feb 1933 ----- A1-032
CROWLEY, Thomas ----- CAMPBELL, Sinthy ----- 3 Nov 1823 ----- A1-006

DARTER, Andrew ----- WAYLAND, Prudee ----- 1 Jan 1835 ----- A1-045
DARTER, Michael Vendrick ----- STARNES, Kissiah ----- 13 Feb 1834 ----- A1-038

*******************************************************************************************************
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