
Genealogy Society
Of

Craighead County, Arkansas

Our meetings are held  at he Jonesboro 
Public Library on the third Sunday of each

Month at 2:00 pm.

Next meeting: Sunday, September 21, 1997

ISSUE NUMBER ONE, VOLUME NUMBER ONE                                                 SEPTEMBER 1997

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our first meeting was held in June, there were 11 of us attending. 
We had talked before this of a need for a genealogy society for our county. At this meeting we 
decided on a name for the society. Our second meeting was held in July and there was an 
attendance of 30 people. This was only from word of mouth, so we were convinced that people 
were interested in starting this society . . . Our August meeting was attended by 12 people; 
many people were out of town and the word had not spread re. the meeting. At this meeting we 
decided to elect some officers: The president, secretary/treasurer, and vice president. We will 
start out small and, as we grow, we will elect more officers. Our September meeting was 
attended by 11 people and a few more decisions were made. In October we will have a 
workshop at the library, in the genealogy room, after the short business meeting. We will plan 
at this meeting to make a trip to the library at Memphis, not as a meeting time, but as a special 
project. As of this meeting we have 6 confirmed members.
**********************************************************************************************************

DUES  will be $15.00 per year, each member can have as many queries at they like, to be printed 
in the newsletter which will be published monthly. Please send any item you would like to be in 
the newsletter to: Jeanette Henson McClure, 1500 Garland Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401.
**********************************************************************************************************

NEWSLETTERS: If you are wondering why you are receiving this newsletter, it is because you 
have attended one of our meetings and are on our mailing list. If you want to join our society, 
please send the dues of $15.00 per year to our Sect/Treas.: Hilda Wilcox, P.O. Box 2402, 
Jonesboro, AR 72402. If you have a question or need information, please write or call: our Pres. 
Mr. Mike Garner, 1204 Arrowhead Farm Rd., Jonesboro, AR 72401 8870-974-5621. There is also 
voice mail on this phone number, his E-mail address is: mwgarner@insolwwb.net .
**********************************************************************************************************

QUERY: Seeking desc. of Archibald Adams (b. 1710 MD ) and wf. Sarah Colson. In 
Dorchester/Somerset Cos., MD. until 1740 and by 1757 in Beaufort/Pitt Cos. NC. Where were 
they 1740-1757? Marian Butler, 1104 Hester, Jonesboro, AR 72401-3765. 870-935-5831.

1



QUERY: Priest, Gosse, Williamson Co., Tenn. 1800 & before, Lunenberg Co., VA 1757. Where 
before that? Jeanette Henson McClure, 1500 Garland Dr., Jonesboro 72401. 870-931-5787.

DO YOU HAVE AN ANCESTOR BORN IN VIRGINIA?

If you see a reference to a person born in Virginia between 1728 and 1863, it may mean a 
variety of locations:

 Any part of Illinois from 1781 to Statehood in 1818; or
 Any part of Indiana from 1781 to Statehood in 1818; or
 Any part of Kentucky from 1775 to Statehood in 1792; or
 Any part of Maryland from 1775 to Statehood in 1792; or
 Any part of North Carolina from 1728 to 1779; or
 Any part of Ohio from 1778 to Statehood in 1803; or
 Any part of Pennsylvania from 1752 to 1786; or
 Any part of Tennessee from 1760 to 1803; or
 All of West Virginia from 1769 to 1863.

**********************************************************************************************************
Our lives are at once ordinary and mythical. We live and die, age beautifully or full of wrinkles.

We wake in the morning, buy yellow cheese and hope we have enough money to pay for it. At 
the same instant we have these magnificent hearts that pump through all sorrow and all winters 
we are alive on earth.

It is important to say the names of who we are, the names of the places we have lived and to 
write the details of our lives and our ancestors’ lives. They have made us what we are.

We are important and our lives are important, magnificent really, and their details are worthy 
to be recorded. This is how genealogists must think; this is how we must sit down with pen in 
hand. We were here; our ancestors were here; we are human beings. Our details are important 
on this earth.

Excerpts from “Writing Down the Bones” by Natalie Goldberg
**********************************************************************************************************

ARKANSAS
CAPITAL, LITTLE ROCK - TERRITORY 1819 - STATE 1836 - (25th)

The Indians had free reign in Arkansas until after the United States completed 
negotiations with the French for the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Off and on during the previous 
262 years several French explorers came to the region with their parties in search of whatever 
loot they could find. They came today and were gone tomorrow.

With the land in the ownership of the United States it was immediately thrown open for 
settlement at attractive low prices. The new opportunities beckoned thousands of earlier settlers 
of the mideast and southeast sections. The first comers were mainly of English, Irish and 
Scottish stock. Many moved into the new section from nearby Kentucky and Tennessee.

What is now Arkansas became part of the Missouri Territory in 1812. In 1819, when 
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Missouri applied for Statehood, Congress created the Arkansas Territory and included what is 
now Oklahoma. On 15 June 1836 Arkansas became the twenty-fifth state in the Union.

When the Panic of 1837 drained most of the settlers in the older southern and eastern 
states many of them set out for the newly created state on the west to make a new start in life.

Thirty years later the rich lands between the Arkansas and the White Rivers attracted 
large groups of south European emigrants. Many came directly from Poland to establish 
themselves in Pulaski County. Italians were attracted to the northwest section of the state where 
they engaged in fruit raising.

Lawrence County, in the northeast  corner of the state and Arkansas County, in the 
southeast corner, were settled before most of the other counties in the state.
**********************************************************************************************************
WHICH COUNTRY HAS THE BEST GENEALOGICAL RECORDS????? 
Austria and Holland -- these are the best areas of Europe, with one exception. There is one 
country where the average pedigree goes back 900 to 1000 years, well documented. What 
country is that???? SPAIN. However, there is one country in all the world that beats Spain -- 
where the average pedigree is 2,500 years!!! KOREA!!! The average clan genealogy in Korea is 
2,500 years documented. Imagine this; for 2,500 years, every family has had a family genealogist 
and a family archivist.
**********************************************************************************************************
WHAT IS A FRENCH HUGUENOT?????
In England, what do we call them? What kind of Protestants? Presbyterians? In France they call 
then “Hugueno” or “Huguenots.” These are the ones that were persecuted and came to 
America, and most of their records are in South Carolina, and other records are in Washington, 
D.C. and New York.
**********************************************************************************************************
WANTED:
A Good Woman who can do Genealogy, Sing, Search Cemeteries, Cook, Read Latin, Sew, has 
Lots of Money, and Owns a Computer with a Printer. Please enclose photo of Computer and 
Printer.
**********************************************************************************************************
ARKANSAS: Remember, not ALL is destroyed; even when the courthouse burns down. That’s 
only one jurisdiction. There are more. Near the Missouri border, I would always check the 
Watts Collection -- this is the biggest collection of vital records for southern Missouri and 
northern Arkansas extant today. This is all the vital records for the area, which is called the 
Ozarks. Search at the university for the index to the Watts Collection, in Rolla, Missouri.
**********************************************************************************************************
SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS REGIONAL ARCHIVES: Resource materials available at SARA, 
located in the restored 1874 courthouse in Old Washington and serves as a central clearing 
house for the preservation of records to be used by scholars and researchers of the history of the 
Southwest Region of Arkansas. SARA is an independent archives governed by a board of 
directors from the 12 counties formed from the original Hempstead County of 1819.
**********************************************************************************************************
REMEMBER: Texas once claimed a lot of Arkansas Territory in that very famous county 
dispute that you have heard about. So, that would cover a lot of Arkansas sources. It’s all re. 
jurisdictions.
**********************************************************************************************************
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QUERY: Stephen SIMPKINS b. 1809 in VA Married who? Had first two children in 1830 & 1836 
in IA. In AR census 1840. 2 more children born in AR in 1839 & 1840. Married Elizabeth 
(McInturff) Robinett, the mother of 5 children, about 1848. Had 5 children by Elizabeth, the 
oldest being Thomas Newton Simpkins the line which I am searching. Stephen Simpkins and 
his oldest son, Jacob Simpkins, were killed by bushwhackers near the end of the civil War. I had 
found where his wife married in 1865. I have been unable to find any death records on them. 
They were buried in Van Buren Co., AR, and moved to New Eglantine Cemetery, Shirley, AR, 
when Greers Ferry Lake was built. No monument of any kind and no record, except from the 
Corps of Engineers, that they were moved at that time. Any help will be appreciated.

Submitted by: Nelda Simpkins, 2635 Highway 163, Jonesboro, AR 72404

Addendum to above: I have the record of marriage of Elizabeth McInturff (daughter of George 
McInturff) and Allen Robinett all of Washington Co., Thursday, September 8, 1831 in Vineyard 
Twp. by Rev. Johathan Blair. Copied from Arkansas Advocate 1830-1832 compiled by James 
Logan Morgan, page 6.

QUERY: Phillip Kesner COLLINS, Sr. b. ca. 1810 and Drusanne (Druzan) HENSLEY, b. ca. 1815. 
They were living in Indianapolis, (Morgan), IN when their two sons were born in 1838 & 1841. 
In 1844, they were traveling by covered wagon to North Missouri and both parents became sick 
and died of Cholera on the Sangamon River in Illinois, possibly near Springfield. They were 
evidently buried on the banks of the river. Catholic Nuns took care of the two boys until their 
aunt and unclet raveled by wagon from Indiana to Illinois to pick up the boys and they were 
raised by Geraldine Tardee (Collins) Hensley and John Calvin Hensley in Indiana until 1856 
when they are returned to Saline, (Mercer) MO. My great grandfather, Absolom Willis Croft 
Collins remained in Missouri and died there 18 December 1901. His brother, Phillip Kesner 
(Bales) Collins, Jr. moved on west and died in Cate, OK in 1910. Where will I find further 
information on the parents? I have all descendants of my grandfather and quite a few on Phillip. 
Phillip, Sr. was evidently an engineer since it has been told that he laid out the city of 
Indianapolis, IN and Cincinnati, OH. Any clues Appreciated.

Submitted by: Jan Davis, 2019 Wood St, Jonesboro, AR 72401

QUERY: I am looking for information on Thomas COOPER  b. 21 October 1835 in North 
Carolina and d. 7 January 1884 in Walnut Ridge, Lawrence, Arkansas. He married Ibbie Mahala 
WILLIS on 20 August 1857 in Lawrence County, Arkansas. Possible brothers are: Jackson 
Cooper b. about 1828; Solomon Cooper b. 1831; and William J. Cooper b. 1834. All were born in 
North Carolina and all were living in Lawrence County in 1860. Any help will be greatly 
appreciated.

Submitted by: Nancy Matthews, 1811 S. Culberhouse, Jonesboro, AR 72401
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