
 

1 

 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting is  
Editor: Nancy Matthews  
  

 

VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FIVE, ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT                 AUGUST 2021 

  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for May was 

held at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library on August 14, 2021. 

1. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be September 11, 2021. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 

 
August 6, 1962 - Jamaica achieved 

independence after centuries of British and 

Spanish rule. During 150 years of Spanish 

rule, African slaves were first brought to the 

island. The British invaded in 1655 and the 

slave trade greatly expanded during he 1700s. 

Following the abolition of slavery in 

the1830s, Jamaica remained a British colony. 

 

August 14, 1935 - President Roosevelt signed 

the Social Security Act establishing the 

system which guarantees pensions to those 

who retire at age 65. The Social Security 

system also aides state in providing financial 

aid to dependent children, the blind and others 

as well as administering a system of 

unemployment insurance. 

 

August 17, 1978 - The first transatlantic 

balloon trip was completed by three 

Americans; Max Anderson, Ben Abruzzo, and 

Larry Newman, all from Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. Starting from Maine on August 11th, 

they traveled in Double Eagle II over 3,000 

miles in 137 hours, landing about 60 miles 

west of Paris. 

 

August 18, 1920 - The 19th Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution was ratified, granting 

women the right to vote. 

 

August 22, 1986 - Deadly fumes from a 

volcanic eruption under Lake Nios in 

Cameroon killed more that 1,500 persons. 

 

August 29, 1792 - In one of the worst 

maritime disasters, 900 men drowned on the 

British battleship Royal George. As the ship 

was being repaired, a gust of wind allowed 

water to flood into open gun ports. The ship 

sank within minutes. 

 

August 29, 1991 - Following the unsuccessful 

coup of August 19-21, the Soviet Communist 

Party was suspended, thus ending the 

institution that ruled Soviet Russia for nearly 

75 years. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Old Disease Names Frequently found on Death Certificates 
 

Sciatica Rheumatism in the hips 

Scirrhus - Cancerous tumors 

Scotomy - Dizziness, nausea and dimness of sight 

Scrivener's palsy - Writer's cramp 

Screws - Rheumatism 

Scrofula - Tuberculosis of neck lymph glands. Progresses slowly with abscesses and fistulas develop. 

 Young person's disease 

Scrumpox - Skin disease, impetigo 

Scurvy - Lack of vitamin C. Symptoms of weakness, spongy gums and hemorrhages under skin 

Septicemia - Blood poisoning 

Shakes - Delirium tremens 

Shaking - Chills, ague 

Shingles - Viral disease with skin blisters 

Ship Fever - Typhus 

Siriasis - Inflammation of the brain due to sun exposure 

Sloes - Milk sickness Small pox Contagious disease with fever and blisters Softening of brain Result of 

 stroke or hemorrhage in the brain, with an end result of the tissue softening in that area 

Sore Throat Distemper - Diphtheria or quinsy 

Spanish Influenza - Epidemic influenza 

Spasms - Sudden involuntary contraction of muscle or group of muscles, like a convulsion 

Spina Bifida - Deformity of spine 

Spotted Fever - Either typhus or meningitis 

Sprue - Tropical disease characterized by intestinal disorders and sore throat 

St. Anthony's Fire - Also erysipelas, but named so because of affected skin areas are bright red in 

 appearance 

St. Vitas Dance - Ceaseless occurrence of rapid complex jerking movements performed involuntary 

Stomatitis - Inflammation of the mouth 

Stranger's Fever - Yellow fever 

Strangery - Rupture 

Sudor Anglicus - Sweating sickness 

Summer Complaint - Diarrhea, usually in infants caused by spoiled milk. 

Sunstroke - Uncontrolled elevation of body temperature due to environment heat.  Lack of sodium in the 

 body is a predisposing cause. 

Swamp Sickness - Could be malaria, typhoid or encephalitis 

Sweating Sickness - Infectious and fatal disease common to UK in 15th century 

Tetanus - Infectious fever characterized by high fever, headache and dizziness 

Thrombosis - Blood clot inside blood vessel 

Thrush - Childhood disease characterized by spots on mouth, lips and throat 

Tick Fever - Rocky mountain spotted fever 

Toxemia of Pregnancy - Eclampsia 

Trench Mouth - Painful ulcers found along gum line, Caused by poor nutrition and poor hygiene 

Tussis Convulsiva - Whooping cough 

Typhus - Infectious fever characterized high fever, headache, and dizziness 

Variola - Smallpox 

Venesection - Bleeding 

Viper's Dance - St. Vitus Dance 

Water on Brain - Enlarged head 

White Swelling - Tuberculosis of the bone 
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Winter Fever - Pneumonia 

Womb Fever - Infection of the uterus. 

Worm Fit - Convulsions associated with teething, worms, elevated temperature or diarrhea. 

Yellowjacket - Yellow fever. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Debunking Three Myths About Your Immigrant Ancestors 

By Diane Haddad 

 

America’s great era of immigration ended less than 100 years ago. For the vast majority of US 

residents, our ancestors came from other countries to find work, freely practice their 

religion, join family and friends already here, and escape danger back home. 

 

In today’s national discourse about immigration, it’s often said that all our ancestors arrived 

from somewhere else, looking for a better life. That’s except for American Indians, whose 

ancestors had been here for millennia, and African-Americans, whose ancestors were forcibly 

brought here as slaves. 

Responses to such reminders frequently include “My ancestors came here legally,” “They 

learned the language and became American” and “They didn’t take any handouts.” But these are 

myths, and here’s why. 

Immigrant Ancestor Myth 1: “My ancestors came here legally.” 

There was no legal (or illegal) immigration for most of US history. Until the late 1800s, anyone 

could step off a boat or across the border, no questions asked. 

In 1882, the first federal immigration restriction targeted Asians. Only after 1891 were there 

brief medical inspections and questions to weed out immigrants with communicable diseases, 

anarchists and people judged “likely public charge.” Ellis Island, known for its inspections, 

opened Jan. 1, 1892. 

But there were no background checks or visas, and no literacy requirement. Personal 

identification wasn’t necessary until the United States entered World War I in 1917. 

This changed only after 1921, when Congress enacted the first immigration quotas based on 

numbers of US residents born in European countries. US embassies then began issuing visas 

overseas. 

Immigrant Ancestor Myth 2: “They immediately learned English and assimilated.” 

Immigrants didn’t shed their foreign identities the moment they stepped off the boat. Rather, 

they settled together with their countrymen in ethnic neighborhoods where everyone spoke the 

native language. That’s why today we have New York’s Little Italy, Cincinnati’s Over-the-Rhine 

and Chicago’s Andersonville. 

 

Immigrants brought their foods, music, traditions and activities to their new homes. They 

published newspapers in their native tongues. (Ethnic and foreign-language newspapers are great 

resources for discovering villages of origin.) They founded their own churches and businesses, 

like the Irish Emigrant Society’s Emigrant Savings Bank and Cincinnati’s Western German 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/understanding-chain-migration/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Exclusion_Act
https://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/ellis-island-history
https://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/ellis-island-history
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/immigrant-research-becoming-american/
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Bank. German and Irish Catholics eschewed public schools in favor of their own, private 

schools. 

Historical US censuses reveal whether a person spoke English or another language. A 2008 study 

of census and other records from historically German settlements in Wisconsin found that 

“German remained the primary language of commerce, education and religion well into the early 

20th century. The study goes on to state that “some second- and even third-generation German 

immigrants who were born in Wisconsin were still monolingual in German as adults.” 

 

A large number of immigrants didn’t bother assimilating because they intended to earn money in 

America and go back home.  These “birds of passage” included more than half of southern 

Italians, 64 percent of Hungarians, 59 percent of Slovaks and 40 percent of Germans. Of course, 

many who planned to go home didn’t. Many who did return home came back and settled in the 

United States for good. 

 

Immigrant Ancestor Myth 3: “They didn’t take handouts.” 

Welfare as we think of it today didn’t exist for our ancestors. But other assistance was available: 

Immigrant aid societies and charitable organizations, including the YMCA, YWCA, 

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society and Salvation Army, had representatives on Ellis Island. They 

helped new arrivals with funds, employment, living arrangements, transportation, education and 

more. 

Such groups continued the assistance from offices in cities across the country. The Legal Aid 

Society, for example, began in 1876 in New York City as Der Deutscher Rechts-Schutz 

Verein (The German Legal Aid Society) to represent Germans against their employers’ corrupt 

labor practices. The Order Sons of Italy in America established orphanages and offered 

scholarships and death benefits. 

 

And just like the native-born, immigrants accepted the services of county poor farms, state 

hospitals and other government organizations. 

Why knowing the facts matters 

We’re all prone to romanticizing our ancestry. But if we’re going to use feel-good myths to gloss 

over our ancestors’ actual experiences, why bother doing research? Genealogy is about getting as 

close as we can to what our ancestors’ lives were really about—and learning our true family 

history. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Irene Goble  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

Members-At-Large: Lynn Dowdy & Gail Lies 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/cracking-census-code/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Arkansas Genealogical Society Fall Conference 
Saturday, October 16, 2021 

 

Speaker: Lisa Louise Cooke 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Free through Zoom but attendees must register 

Arkansas Genealogical Society – Since 1962 (argensoc.org) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tennessee Genealogical Society Fall Seminar 
Saturday, November 13, 2021 

 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Members $20 - Non-members $30 

Speakers: James Beidler & Paul Milner 

 

Door Prizes 

Registration required 

Additional Information: https://tngs.org/event-4446301 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

RootsTech Connect 2022 
 

RootsTech Connect 2022 will take place on March 3–5, 2022, as a fully virtual family history 

event. After welcoming over one million visitors from over 240 countries to its 2021 online 

event, RootsTech Connect 2021 was the largest in the history of RootsTech. The success of this 

online experience is spectacular proof of humanity’s interest in discovering our roots and 

connecting to each other. Additional Information: www.familysearch.org/blog/en/rootstech-

connect-2022/  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Please remember to check our GSCCA Website  www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm for many more 

Virtual Programs coming up in the near future. 

 

In addition, if you know of a program that needs to be included in our list, please let us know at 

gscca@suddenlink.net or nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

https://argensoc.org/
https://tngs.org/event-4446301
https://www.facebook.com/RootsTech/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUH-BlZeCp153kFGRJaQSaSYZZoGElDyHbwj6t91IZf8pTO4ds8gTnhPAFbUQ0OC9bxJXuy4Ta3vDWYfTZSBVUR-u13ZaDzWgWqBl89Abrd0Rhb6SaAySKWBTT3l5tGoPMpQ7EWZiXY32QsaiiaiwqqUa4DV-2icPVXrPt6H13tiw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
http://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/rootstech-connect-2022/
http://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/rootstech-connect-2022/
http://www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

808 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/ www.gscca.net  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Lock-In 
15th Summer Edition - July 17, 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

                Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/
http://www.gscca.net/

