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This month’s meeting is

June 28, 2026
Editor: Nancy Matthews
VOLUME NUMBER THIRTY, ISSUE NUMBER SIX June 2026
MEETING HAPPENINGS: 1. June Program
2. Beginning Genealogy Class
May Meeting 3. Genealogy Night Lock-In
4. The next scheduled board meeting will

Our March Meeting was held on May
17,2026 in Community Room at the First
Community Bank Meeting Room, 630
Southwest Drive, Jonesboro, AR.

The Program was “Celebrate Your
Veterans.” This is a Celebration of all
Veterans from the Revolutionary War to
Today. Several shared stories of their
Veterans.

be July 11, 2026.
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JUNE PROGRAM: Our June program
will be held on June 28, 2026 in the
Community Room at the First Community
Bank at 630 Southwest Drive.

The Program will be “Dumpster
Diving in Your Files” presented by Gail Lies.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: Welcome to Brick Oven P.iz'za. They have
become a new Sponsor. Visit them at 604 E.

The Executive Board Meetlng for May was Highland Drive in Jonesboro for some
held on June 13, 2026 in the Community wonderful pizza and other menu items
Room at the Hilltop (910 Chancery Lane) p ’
location of First Community Bank.

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas

Dumpster Diving in Your Files
by: Gail Lies

Sunday ~ June 28, 2026 @ 2:00 p.m.
Community Room ~ First Community Bank
630 Southwest Drive, Jonesboro, Arkangag
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We are heartbroken to pass along the news that we have lost a long-time
Board Member and Friend

Ellen “Susie” Nelson Grommet
17 July 1948 - 2 June 2026

Her full obituary can be viewed at Emerson Funeral Home
www.emersonfuneralhome.com/obituaries/ellen-grommet

Susie joined the Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas in January 1998. She
volunteered to help others with research when she could. She became a Board Member and a
travel buddy when we attended genealogy events.

My friend, you will be greatly missed.

As per her wishes, The Society has made a donation to the Helping Neighbors Food Pantry in her
memory.
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Saturday, June 27, 2026 Partl 9:30-12:30
LUNCH 12:30 3 V0
Saturday, June 27, 202¢ T 2:00-4:30

Join us for a great day of fun e

To reserve a seat or a book, Con. ... Nancy Matthews - nlmatthews@suddenlink.net or
870-219-0535.
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GSCCA Board ~~ 2026 - 2027

President — Irene Goble Vice President — Open
Recording Secretary — Kathy Simpson & Historian — Jan Beasley

Gail Lies Treasurer — Candy Ellis
Corresponding Secretary — Susie Grommet Publicity — Elizabeth Stokes
Membership Director -- Debbie Powers Member-At-Large: Laura Rooks
Publications/Newsletters — Nancy Matthews Member-At-Large: Luci Murray

Member-At-Large: Kathy Williams

Honorary: Lynn Dowdy & Deanna Ketcher
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http://www.emersonfuneralhome.com/obituaries/ellen-grommet
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net

Genealogy Night Lock-In

Saturday, July 18th
6:00 PM -10:00 PM

Pre-register online for free at
libraryinjonesboro.org

Join us at the library for a full evening of
geneaology research! Whether you are new
to researching your family history or working
on existing projects, we will have local
genealogy experts here to help.

8 st Public*Library

Come join us for a night of good times and research.
On-line registration opens on 1 July 2026.
We will have several members of the Society in attendance that will be happy to help you.
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For those researching and hoping to find Native American ancestry, this video may prove to be
interesting for you.

7 Signs Your Family Might Have Cherokee Blood

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKz4 1VqeSM

The YouTube channel is American Bloodlines

American Bloodlines



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKz4_lVqeSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKz4_lVqeSM
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericanBloodlines

From: Amy Johnson Crow

Genealogy tools change constantly. Websites update. New databases appear. Technology
evolves.

But after years of research, I’ve noticed something important: some genealogy advice never goes
out of style. You see, certain habits consistently lead to better results.

What do you mean, Amy? Well, let me give you an example.

Tip #1 - Go Beyond Your Favorite Websites &
It’s easy to rely on the same websites over and over (looking at you, Ancestry & FamilySearch

They feel familiar and sometimes they feel like the only places records exist.
But no single website has everything.

Many valuable records exist in:
(7 state archives

(7 local libraries

(3 historical societies

(¥ newspaper collections

(% university archives

(% smaller genealogy websites

Different sites index records differently. Some collections appear on one site but not another.
Others may only be partially indexed. Sometimes the record you need isn’t missing... it’s just
somewhere else.

Timeless genealogy advice works because it focuses on habits, not tools.

I just released a brand-new video sharing 4 more timeless genealogy tips that can improve your
research no matter what tools you use.
In the video, I cover:

Mhow to strengthen your search approach

how to get more value from the sources you already have
how to improve the accuracy of your conclusions

how to move forward when records seem to conflict

Watch video here:

5 Timeless Genealogy Tips I Swear By

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C486zR _X2dc
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C486zR_X2dc

Researching Southern History and Families in Documenting the American South

Introduction

Documenting the American South is a major digital collection hosted by the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, providing free access to first-person narratives, books, letters, and historical texts focused on the Southern
United States.

How the Site Works
The collection includes:
e slave narratives
e diaries and letters
e church and community histories
e autobiographies
¢ legal and political texts
Full-text searching allows surname and place discovery inside long documents.

Where the Genealogical Value Lives
¢ Slave Narratives — family structures, enslavers, locations

¢ Community Histories — names of residents and institutions
e Personal Letters & Diaries — family relationships and movements
e Church & Social Records — memberships and leadership

Limitations & Watch Points
¢ Notaname index

e OCR errors occur
e Requires careful reading
This is a deep-reading site, not a quick-hit database.

Research Takeaways
e DocSouth excels at contextual and narrative evidence

e Best for Southern families and African American research
o Ideal for filling gaps where civil records are missing

Where to Find It Online
¢ Documenting the American South (DocSouth):
https://docsouth.unc.edu/

© The Ancestor Hunt 2025 Visit The Ancestor Hunt at: https://theancestorhunt.com
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ONLINE PRE-REGISTRATION BEGINS JULY 1™

Arunmv. JULY 19 2025
6.00-10:00 PM
IN THE MAIN LIBRARY

N

17t Summer ”Lock-In
18 July 2026

Craighead County Jonesboro .

Public’Library

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401
870-935-5133
http://libraryinjonesboro.org
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TEL: 870-243-8266
AprilNorwood.GlossGenius.com
instagram/facebook: April Singleton Norwood
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FIRST COMMUNITY BANK

Where community comes first.

630 Southwest Drive
Jonesboro, AR 72401
870-932-5600

Join vs a3 2 Sponsor. We wovid 1ove

6o have gou.

Sponsorship Application
www.gscca.net/Sponsorship-2626.pdf
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Craighead County Jonesboro .

Public’Library
Digital Photos Collection

http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/
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Lacey Harris

Marketing Director
Ph: 870.933.CARE (2273) 521 Southwest Drive

Fax: 870.336.HOME (4663) Joneshoro, AR 72401

STEVE
SCHMIDT

cGP

Certified Fabricator-Installer
Licensed Contractor

(p) 870.781.8429
(c) 870.919.1888

130 Colony Drive
Bay, AR72411

schmidtcountertops@gmail.com
B /7336
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P: 870-336-4040 E: bopjonesboro@gmail:com
604 E Highland Dr
Jonesboro, AR 72401
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