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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting is  

 May 15, 2022  

 
Editor: Nancy Matthews  
 

VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-SIX, ISSUE NUMBER FIVE                              MAY 2022 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our April 

meeting was held on Sunday, April 24, 2022 

in the Round Room at the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library.  

 

Meeting time was 2:00 as normal but you 

were invited to come a little early and have a 

chance to visit and become reacquainted. It 

was wonderful to see everyone and get a 

chance to reconnect. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for April was 

held on May 7, 2022 in the Shakespeare 

Room at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library. 

1. Discussion for the Membership 

Directory 

2. Discussion for the 15th Summer Lock-

In 

3. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be June 11, 2022. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MAY MEETING: The May meeting will 

be held on May 15, 2022 in the Round Room 

at the Craighead County Jonesboro Public 

Library. Following a short business meeting, 

we will move back to the Genealogy Area of 

the library for a Workshop. Bring your own 

research notes or computers. In the last 

several months the library has added a lot of 

new books. The list is located here:  

www.gscca.net/newbooks.htm  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

REMINDERS: 
 

The Society maintains a Find A Grave 

Account. Occasionally, we do find an 

obituary or death notice where an individual 

has not been included. Through our account 

we can then add a memorial for that person. 

 

In addition, if you can no longer manage 

memorials you created, you can appoint the 

Society as a Steward for your personal 

account. 

 

GSCCA Find A Grave ID: 48046943 

 

How do I add a Steward to my account? 

You can appoint someone as a steward for 

your account so that if you leave Find a Grave 

for whatever reason, they can continue to 

manage your memorials. First speak to the 

member to make sure they are willing to be 

responsible, then 

email support@findagrave.com to let us 

know. Be sure to include the member ID 

number of your steward in the email and we’ll 

make a note of this in your account. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

http://www.gscca.net/newbooks.htm
mailto:support@findagrave.com
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Membership Directory 
 

Deadline for Information 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

 
In 2008, Judy Clark created a Membership Directory for us. Our Directory is in desperate need 

of updating. 

 

We asked members some of the following questions. We would like to use the same questions. 

Please look at them and answer one or two (or all) questions. Do you have something else you 

would like to share? 

 
To be included in this directory GSCCA members were asked to answer one or more of the following (or 

similar) questions: 

1. What surnames are you looking for? 

2. Why are you interested in doing genealogy? 

3. How long have you been doing genealogy? 

4. How much time do you spend on genealogy? 

5. How did you get started? 

6. What is the most interesting, unusual, or famous person (thing or fact) you found? 

7. Who or what is it that you just can’t find? 

8. Why did you join the GSCCA? 

9. Has it helped to be a member? How? 

10. Is there anything else you would like to say to other genealogists? 

11. Is there anything we can do to make GSCCA or the newsletter or Website more interesting to 

you? 

 

We would also like to include a picture. If you were included in the 2008 Directory and prefer that we use 

that bio or picture, just let us know. You can email us at gscca@suddenlink.net or 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. We will have someone taking pictures at the May 15, 2022 meeting. 
 
 

 

mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Genealogy Night Lock-In  
(15th Summer Edition) 

 

16 July 2022 
6:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

 
The Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library is making plans for the 15th Summer Lock-In. 

 

1950s Theme 

 

 
 

Finger Foods 
In the past we have brought many kinds of finger foods to share. This year the finger foods to 

share need to be limited to Pre-wrapped or Pre-package items. You can also bring some finger 

food snacks for yourself. 

 

Many New Books www.gscca.net/newbooks.htm  

 

Research Help 

 

Speaker (To Be Announced) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
GSCCA Board 

President – Irene Goble  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Deanna Ketcher  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Gail Lies  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Membership Director -- Debbie Powers  Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes 

Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

 

Members-At-Large: Lynn Dowdy & Laura Rooks 

 

 

http://www.gscca.net/newbooks.htm
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Using Civil War Pension Files 
The value of Civil War pension files and how to locate them 

 

The Civil War was fought from 1861 to 1865 and included more than 2.8 million people between 

the Union and Confederate armies. If you have an ancestor that fought in the American Civil 

War, a pension file can be a great way to find out more about them. A pension file was an 

application that soldiers (or spouse or children) filled out to receive funds from the state or 

federal government. 

 

 

Many veterans were eligible for pensions. In 1861, pensions were granted to those veterans who 

had war-related disabilities, their widows, and their children under 16. In 1890, pension benefits 

were expanded to include any veteran who could prove they have served for at least 90 days with 

an honorable discharge. The large majority of Union soldiers applied for pensions, and there are 

even some Confederate soldiers that were awarded pensions from their southern states (although 

not from the federal government). Additionally, pension files can help you find widows, children 

or parents because they were eligible for them through their deceased veteran. 

 

What kind of information can be found in a pension file? 

A pension file includes the information and documents given by the person who applied for the 

pension, affidavits written by relatives or friends to prove the veteran's service, and notes from 

the federal government related to the pension being granted or denied. Information will include 

details about the veteran's war service including enlistment information and where they served, 

as well as the veteran's place of residence at the time of the filing. Medical information about the 

veteran is included, as well as a detailed physical description of the person. Affidavits from 

family members may be included. The veteran may have included birth or marriage information. 

Applications from widows, children or parents can have additional helpful information such as 

proof of marriage, proof of birth, affidavits from family members, and witnesses since they had 

to prove their relationship to the soldier. 

 

Types of Pension Records 

Union pension records were issued by the federal government. The original documents are held 

in the National Archives in Washington D.C. 

 

Confederate pension records were issued in some cases by individual states. The states that 

issued Confederate pensions were Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 

Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and 

Virginia. 

 

Where to Obtain Pension Records 

There are 2 steps to obtaining a Union pension record: 

1. Search the pension record index on Ancestry or on FamilySearch. It will be helpful to 

know events, military dates or family members to enhance your search. 

https://prf.hn/click/camref:1100l4xJr/destination:https:/www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4654/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1919699
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2. Once you have the index information, obtain the full file from the National Archives. 

You can go to the National Archives to obtain a copy, hire a researcher, or order a copy 

directory from the archives (www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-

ww-1-records#natf85). Though there is a cost to obtaining the file, it is worth the effort as 

the full pension files can be lengthy and range from 50-120 pages and can be packed with 

useful information. 

 

To find the Confederate pension records you have to search the state records. The National 

Archives has a list of where Confederate pension records can be found 

(www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate-pension-records. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 

 

May 5, 1961 - Alan Shepard became the first American in space. He piloted the spacecraft 

Freedom 7 during a 15-minute 28-second suborbital flight that reached an altitude of 116 miles 

(186 Kilometers) above the earth. Shepard’s success occurred 23 days after the Russians had 

launched the first-ever human in space, cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, during an era of intense 

technological competition between the Russians and Americans called the Space Race. 

 

May 7, 1915 - The British passenger ship Lusitania was torpedoed by a German submarine off 

the coast of Ireland, losing 1,198 of its 1,924 passengers, including 114 Americans. The attack 

hastened neutral America’s entry into World War I. 

 

May 13, 1846 - At the request of President James K. Polk, Congress declared war on Mexico. 

The controversial struggle eventually cost the lives of 11,300 U.S. soldiers and resulted in the 

annexation of lands that became parts of Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, California, 

Utah and Colorado. The war ended in 1848 with the Treaty of Gudalupe Hidalgo. 

 

May 14, 1796 - Smallpox vaccine was developed by Dr. Edward Jenner, a physician in rural 

England. He coined the term vaccination for the new procedure of injecting a milder form of the 

disease into healthy persons resulting in immunity. Within 18 months, 12,000 persons in England 

were vaccinated and the number of smallpox deaths dropped by two-thirds. 

 

May 18, 1804 - Napoleon Bonaparte became Emperor of France, snatching the crown from the 

hands of Pope Pius VII during the actual coronation ceremony, and then crowning himself. 

 

May 20, 1862 - President Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead Act opening millions of acres 

of government owned land in the West to “homesteaders” who could acquire up to 160 acres by 

living on the land and cultivating it for five years, paying just $1.25 per acre. 

 

May 21, 1881 - The American Red Cross was founded by Clara Barton. The organization today 

provides volunteer disaster relief in the U.S. and aboard. Community services include collecting 

and distributing donated blook and teaching health and safety classes. 

  

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records#natf85
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records#natf85
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records#natf85
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records#natf85
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate-pension-records
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate-pension-records
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 
 

 

 
 

870-932-4247 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

http://libraryinjonesboro.org  

 

 

 

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/ www.gscca.net  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Lock-In 

July 16, 2022 

6:00-10:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

                Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://libraryinjonesboro.org/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/
http://www.gscca.net/

