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VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-ONE, ISSUE NUMBER FIVE                            MAY 2017 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: The April 

Meeting was held at the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library on April 23, 2017. 

Our speaker was Carolyn Atkinson. Carolyn 

spoke about DAR. She told us about the goals 

of DAR as well as local programs they 

sponsor. They are a non-profit group that 

works to promote historic preservation, 

education and patriotism. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The  Executive Board Meeting for May was 

held on May 15, 2017 at Ruby Tuesday’s. 

1. Indexing Project 

2. Beginning Genealogy Class 

3. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be June 10, 2017. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MAY MEETING: The May Meeting will be 

held in the Round Room at the Jonesboro 

Craighead County Public Library on May 21, 

2017 at 2:00 p.m.  

 The program will be presented by 

Nancy Matthews and Gail Lies. They will be 

telling us about “We’re Related”, a fun app 

for your tablet or smart phone. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

Saturday, July 8, 2017 at the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library from 10:00 

to 3:00. There will be a two-hour session with 

a break for lunch followed by a second two-

hour session. Please contact Nancy Matthews 

– 870-219-0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 This class will be the Saturday before 

the Lock-In. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

I only research genealogy on days that end in 

“y.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Craighead County Jonesboro Public 

Library Program 
 

The Jonesboro Library is celebrating its 100
th

 

birthday this year. As part of the celebration 

they are presenting quarterly programs about 

the history of the Library and Craighead 

County. This quarter the program will be 

presented by Nan Snider and will cover the 

1942-1967 time frame. 

 

The program will be Saturday, May 20, 2017 

at 2:00 p.m. in the Round Room at the 

Jonesboro Craighead County Public Library.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS now for: 

 

Genealogy Night Lock-In 
(12

th
   Summer Edition) 

Saturday, July 15, 2017 

 

Come join us and make this a record year. 

 

 
 

Society Members will be located throughout the library and willing to help you with a Brickwall, 

Locate materials or Use databases. 

 

Additional information will be posted www.gscca.net/2017-July.htm 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

TGS Spring Seminar  

 
May 20, 2017 - Speaker Melissa Barker 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Pickering Center, 7771 Poplar Pike, Germantown, Tennessee 

Members $30.00 - Non-Members $40.00 

 

Melissa Barker is the Houston County, Tennessee Archivist. She writes a popular blog entitled A 

Genealogist in the Archives. She authors a bi-weekly column, “The Archive Lady” for the 

GeneaBloggers newsletter. She is the Reviews Editor for the Federation of Genealogical 

Societies (FGS) magazine FORUM. She has been researching her own family history for the past 

26 years.  

 

Topics:Vertical Files: What Are They and How To Use Them? 

 Manuscript Collections: A Hidden Resource for Genealogists 

 Preserving Old Family Letters: Tips from an Archivist 

 Scrapbooks: A Genealogist's Gold Mine 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

http://www.gscca.net/2017-July.htm
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
The “Secret” Codes on Death Certificates That Can Tell You How Your 

Ancestors Died 
 

Finding death certificates for our ancestors is a critically important part of family history research. These 

important records contain information about when and where our ancestor lived and died and often 
include names of a spouse, parents, witnesses and, of course, a cause of death. 

But the causes of death on death certificates are notoriously hard to read. Certainly, the more we research 

the better we get at deciphering the meaning of these sloppily written medical texts, but, very often, we 

are still left scratching our heads. Luckily there is a “secret” code on many of these documents that 
can help you make sense of this information and more fully understand how your ancestor passed. 

Let’s review a 1920 North Carolina death certificate for a man by the name of Savill Adams. This 

document, like many, is difficult to read due to the less than clear handwriting of the person who 

completed it. 
 

The cause of death is particularly hard to 

decipher. But take a look at the number 

that is circled underneath this 

information. You have no doubt noticed 

codes such as this on death certificates in 

your own records. 
 

 

 

This often overlooked number comes from the International Classification of Diseases (ICD), or 

the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems as it is now known in 

full – and is currently maintained and updated by the World Health Organization. 

The ICD was originally developed in the late 1800s and was known as the Bertillon Classification of 

Causes of Death, after its developer Jacques Bertillon, and later the International List of Causes of 

Death. The coding system was designed, in part, to provide a unified way to communicate and track 

causes of death and was used by a variety of nations. The US began using it in about 1898. 

For this reason many official US death certificates after this time include these codes, as do certificates 

from many other countries at various times. The value to researchers today is that when causes of death 
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are unreadable or confusing on a certificate we can look up the code and find the cause of death in a 

clearly written database. The information is made freely available online by Wolfbane Cybernetic. 

To find the list of codes visit this page - www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html - and then choose the 

revision that encompasses the year of your certificate. Because updates were/are made to the database 

about every 10 years you will need to access the correct revision. Information can change dramatically 

from revision to revision, so making sure you have the correct one is very important. 

Since we want to investigate the code in the death certificate for Savill Adams above, which was created 

in 1920, we will need to see which revision was created before this certificate was recorded. Revision 3 

was created in 1920, but information from the CDC on the history of the coding system tells us that this 

revision wasn’t released until Oct of that year – so we will use Revision 2 (1909) since Savill’s death 

happened in July 1920. 

Upon visiting the page for the 1909 Revision we search for code 126 and find that it corresponds to 

“Diseases of the prostate,” which is very helpful in understanding how this person died. 

The number often relates to the contributory cause of death, if one is included. In the example below, this 

person died from myocarditis, damage to the heart, but code 131 corresponds to “Chronic nephritis.” 

Upon close examination we can see that, in fact, the contributing cause of death was a form of nephritis. 

Unfortunately, many death records do not contain this 

information. Numerous records that researchers have 

access to are not official certificates of death, were 

compiled by various religious or military organizations, 

are collections of information from other sources, or are 

simply indexes of the certificates themselves and do not 

contain detailed medical information. It is important to try 

and gain access to the original death certificate to gather 

this information. 

However, even many official certificates do not make these codes available – and others may contain 

numbers that are not ICD codes at all. Be careful not to be confused by these. Oftentimes, ICD codes 

appear directly under or next to the cause of death and are sometimes circled or marked in some other 

way. Other codes found in this area, or in other locations on the document, many be codes for other 

information or from another coding system. The best way to know whether a number is an ICD code is to 

do your best to decipher the cause of death (and any contributing causes) yourself and then look up the 

code in the database to see if it seems a likely match. 

The more recent a death certificate, the more likely that it will contain an ICD code. Often, these codes 

will appear as a two or three digit number, and on later documents they will often appear with a letter 
after them or even another number, such as 31a or 11a(2). 

Now that you are armed with this information, why not pull out the death certificates you have 

already collected and check them for these codes? You might find that you are able to decipher a 
previously unreadable cause of death or gain more insight into those you have already figured out. 

By Melanie Mayo, Family History Daily Editor 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

http://www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html
http://www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/classification_diseases2011.pdf
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

May 2017 --  

      May 20 – Nan Snider - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

      May 21 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

June 2017 --  

      June 10 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      June 25 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

July 2017 --  

      July 8 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      July 15 - Genealogy Night Lock-In (12
th

 Summer Edition) - 5:00 p.m. to Midnight 

      July 16 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Officers: 
President – Gail Lies  Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President - Deanna Ketcher  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer/Membership – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Karin McCarns  Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Members-At-Large: Laura Rooks, Debbie Powers & Betty Woodall 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

CORPORATE SPONSORS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

 

 

870-935-1397 

Dr. Craig McDaniel 

3104 Apache Drive 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

870-932-2499 

officestaff@fpjonesboro.org 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com

