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******************************************************************************

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our regular meeting was held on April 15, 2007. Our speaker was 
Nancy Matthews and the topic was Internet Genealogy: Resources Other Than Ancestry.com.

******************************************************************************

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board Meeting for May was held on May 
12, 2007.

1. Genealogy Night – July 19, 2007
2. The next Beginner’s Class will be June 4 & 5, 2007
3. The next Executive Board will be June 12, 2007

******************************************************************************
MAY MEETING: The May meeting will be held on May 20, 2007. The speaker will be Nancy 
Matthews and the topic will be Your Digital Camera and Genealogy. Bring your camera and 
practice.

******************************************************************************
JUNE MEETING: The June meeting will be held on June 24, 2007. It is a week later because 
of Father’s Day. The meeting will be A Society Ancestor Fair. 

Suggestions for things to bring and share:
1. Group Sheets
2. Old Family Pictures
3. Old Letters
4. Heirlooms
5. Military Information
6. Family Stories

This will be a time of getting to know one another as well. We will be able to see what surnames 
are being researched by other members, and maybe some of us will have ancestors in common.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
On the night of March 3rd there was born to Mr. and Mrs. Coke Gibson near Brookland, three 
little babies – two boys and a girl. The combined weight of the three was twenty-one and a half 
pounds, the boys weighing seven and one forth pounds each and the girl seven pounds. They 
have four other children and are still young people. At this writing March 5th the mother and 
babies are doing well. Triplets occur about once in every eight thousand cases. S.W. Moreland, 
M.D.  – 7 Mar 1906-item [Craighead County Sun-25]

******************************************************************************

From: e-newsletter of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 14 May 2007

AHPP PLANS TO DOCUMENT PROPERTIES LINKED TO COTTON, RICE FARMING IN 
CRAIGHEAD COUNTY

LITTLE ROCK—Historians from the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program will visit Craighead 
County on May 22 to document historic properties reflecting the evolution and activities of the cotton and 
rice farming industries in the Arkansas Delta, AHPP Director Ken Grunewald announced today.

“Cotton and rice farming are two of the most historically important industries associated with Craighead 
County and we want to have a record of the buildings and sites that tell the story of those industries,” 
Grunewald said. “With the permission of the owners, we will nominate eligible structures to the National 
Register of Historic Places, the country’s official list of historically significant properties.”

Among the types of properties the agency will seek to document are barns, sheds, silos, mills, dryers, 
elevators, gins, warehouses, crop duster hangars and landing strips, plantation stores and offices and 
tenant houses that were constructed at least 50 years ago.

The AHPP historians will photograph the properties and document them on architectural resource forms, 
which will later be used to determine which properties may be eligible for National Register recognition. 

Counties in the survey area include Arkansas, Ashley, Chicot, Clay, Craighead, Crittenden, Cross, Desha, 
Drew, Greene, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lee, Lincoln, Lonoke, Mississippi, Monroe, Phillips, 
Poinsett, Prairie, St. Francis, White and Woodruff.

Anyone with information on a historic structure associated with the cotton and rice industries is 
encouraged to write the AHPP at 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center St., Little Rock, AR 72201, call the 
agency at (501) 324-9880 (TDD 501-324-9811), or send an e-mail message to 
info@arkansaspreservation.org.

The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is the Department of Arkansas Heritage agency responsible 
for identifying, evaluating, registering and preserving the state’s cultural resources. Other agencies are the 
Arkansas Arts Council, the Delta Cultural Center in Helena, the Old State House Museum, the Mosaic 
Templars Cultural Center, the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission and the Historic Arkansas 
Museum.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER:  With the increase in postage, please consider receiving your newsletter by 
e-mail. We are doing our best to keep costs down. Hopefully we can do this. If you are not sure 
about getting your newsletter by e-mail maybe you will consider trying it. The newsletter is done 
in Microsoft Word and is sent as an attachment. It can then be easily printed if you wish.

******************************************************************************

GENEALOGY NIGHT
Sponsored by the Craighead County Jonesboro Library

Place: 315 W. Oak, Jonesboro, AR 72401
July 19, 2007

6:00 p.m. – Midnight

Additional information at: www.gscca.net\night2007.htm 
Or Contact:

Nathan Whitmire at: nwhitmire@libraryinjonesboro.org 

******************************************************************************
What Have You Learned?: Please share your success following Ridge Roots 2007. Send 
your story to be shared in upcoming newsletters. Leslie is always such an inspiration to us. 
Following her visits, several of us always find good things. Send your story to: GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR, 72401 or Nancy Matthews at nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net.

******************************************************************************
Water leak causes damage at courthouse:   From the Jonesboro Sun – Wednesday, 
May 9, 2007

By Anthony Childress 

JONESBORO -- For a time Tuesday morning a portion of the Craighead County Courthouse was awash. 

A broken sealant on a portion of the building's rooftop air-conditioning system led to water streaming into 
sections of its southeastern corner, where the circuit clerk's office houses staff and a host of records up 
and downstairs. 

"It was a malfunction of the air-condition system and has been taken care of," said County Judge Dale 
Haas. "When we were made aware of the problem, we addressed it. We replaced the faucet sealant." 

With an inch of water standing when she first discovered the problem, Circuit Clerk Ann Hudson said the 
effort immediately started early in the morning to move documents to safer ground and place a call to the 
judge's office to get help in dealing with things. 

"About 200 files were affected, but we feel like most everything will be salvaged. We're talking about 
destroying some old criminal records and have checked with [county legal adviser] Mike Walden about 
it," she explained. 

Since first taking office in January 1997, Hudson and staff have scanned onto computerized discs, making 
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the prospect of potentially losing files less of a concern. 

The circuit clerk's office handles circuit, domestic relations and juvenile court records, is the ex-officio 
county recorder, holds the responsibility of recording deeds, mortgages, liens and surety bonds, and 
collects child support payments. In addition, the clerk swears in all notary publics, prepares summons, 
warrants, orders, judgments and injunctions authorized by the court of jurisdiction. 

For now Hudson is waiting to see whether three computers, one scanner, one fax machine and a chair can 
be saved. Elam Enterprises of Jonesboro was hired by Haas' office to handle cleanup. Hudson said she 
would likely know the price tag and extent of overall damage in a couple of days. 

"It affected some of the old plat books, but we think they're going to be OK. The water was leaking from 
the ceiling in our vault room down into the basement," Hudson said. 

"Our courthouse maintenance staff has been working really hard all day to help Elam get things taken 
care of." 

Fans were running to dry out documents, while crews spent their time replacing ceiling tiles and 
undertaking other cleaning measures. 

Hudson's employees said they were fielding calls about the situation and keeping the flow of business as 
close to normal as possible in spite of the conditions. 

Paperwork filed on Monday was most affected, with Hudson hoping to give it time to dry out before 
taking the next step. 

The clerk pointed out that while damage was something to be taken seriously things could have been 
much worse. 

"When you think about the fact that it happened during the week, you realize that had it taken place on the 
weekend, things would have been a lot more difficult to deal with. The cleanup cost is probably going to 
be pretty high, but the county's insurance should cover it," Hudson said. 

******************************************************************************
1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES

NAME PT / SEC SEC TWP RNG AREA VALUE

Blank SE 36 13 4 160 $0.00
Blank SW 36 13 4 160 $0.00
Sarah B. Thorn W1/2-NE 36 13 4 80 $40.00
Same N1/2-NW 36 13 4 80 $40.00
Mills & McKanhan SE-NE 36 13 4 80 $0.00
Blank S1/2-NW 36 13 4 80 $0.00

Totals 13 4 640 $80.00

To be continued.

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Military Records Research Service: This is the site for ordering Civil War Pension Files. 
As of this date they have not raised their fees like the National Archives has done. Normal 
turnaround time is two to three weeks. http://history-sites.com/research/index.html. On a 
personal note, I ordered a Union Pension File and Combined Service Record. I received links to 
PDF files for Adobe Acrobat Reader that I could download. I also received a CD with these files 
as well as a printed copy of the file. The images were very clear. I was very pleased.

******************************************************************************

Korean War Project: http://www.koreanwar.org/

******************************************************************************

******************************************************************************

5

http://www.koreanwar.org/
http://history-sites.com/research/index.html


The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2007 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Jean Sales Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Gail Lies Publications – Nancy Matthews
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