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VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FIVE, ISSUE NUMBER FOUR                       APRIL 2021 

  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for April was 

held at Cathedral Baptist Church on April 10, 

2021. 

1. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be May 16, 2021. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Remember to check our Webpage at 

www.gscca.net and click on the link for links 

to more upcoming events and webinars. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

APRIL MEETING: We had hoped to have a 

Virtual Meeting on April 18. However, we 

have some technical problems that have to be 

worked out. As soon as we can deal with 

those problems, we will let everyone know 

about the time for a meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2021 CALENDAR: Unfortunately, we did 

not have enough pictures submitted for the 

2021 Calendar. The decision was made not to 

continue with the 2021 Calendar and to carry 

the theme of “First Responders” into 2022.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 
 

April 2, 1792 - Congress established the first 

U.S. Mint at Philadelphia. 

 

April 10, 1942 - During World War II in the 

Pacific, the Bataan Death March began as 

American and Filipino prisoners were forced 

on a six-day march from an airfield on Bataan 

to a camp near Cabanatuan. Some 76,000 

Allied POWs including 12,000 Americans 

were forced to walk 60 miles under a blazing 

sun without food or water to the POW camp, 

resulting in over 5,000 American deaths. 

 

April 12, 1981 - The first space shuttle flight 

occurred with the launching of Colombia with 

astronauts John Young and Robert Crippen 

aboard. Columbia spent 54 hours in space, 

making 36 orbits, then landed at Edwards Air 

Force Base in California. 

  

April 18, 1775 - The Midnight Ride of Paul 

Revere and William Dawes occurred as the 

two men rode out of Boston about10 p.m. to 

warn patriots at Lexington and Concord of the 

approaching British. 

 

April 21, 1918 - During World War I, the 

Red Baron (Manfred von Richtofen) was shot 

down and killed during the Battle off the 

Somme. He was credited with 80 kills in less 

than two years, flying a red Fokker triplane. 

British pilots recovered his body and buried 

him with full military honors. 

 

April 24, 1800 - The Library of Congress was 

established in Washington, D.C. It is 

America’s oldest federal cultural institution 

and the world’s largest library. Among the 

145 million items in the collections are more 

than 33 million books, 3 million recordings, 

12.5 million photographs, 5.3 million maps, 6 

million pieces of sheet music and 63 million 

manuscripts. About 10,000 new items are 

added each day. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

http://www.gscca.net/
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10 Rules for Accepting (or Rejecting) Online Family Tree Hints 
By Diane Haddad 

If you have an online family tree at Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, Findmypast or MyHeritage, you’ve 

seen “hint” icons on ancestor profiles. The icon tells you the site has found a historical record in its 

collections or a person in someone else’s tree that it thinks is a match for your ancestor. 

 

Online family tree hints can make it easy to build out your ancestor timelines and add people to your tree. 

Or they can fill your tree with the wrong relatives and incorrect information. 

Follow these 10 rules of thumb to separate the good online family tree hints from the mismatches: 

1. Take your time looking through hints. 

Don’t try to resolve a huge number of them at once. Instead, look at hints for an ancestor as you’re 

researching that person. That way, you’ll have the context of his or her life in mind. 

2. For hints from digitized record collections, check the document image. 

The site’s hinting system looks at transcribed information when trying to find a match to 

information in your tree. We all know that indexes and transcriptions can have errors, so make 

sure the document itself matches your relative. 

3. As you evaluate a hint, look for matches on multiple points of information. 

If the birth year, birth place, occupation and children’s names listed in the record all match your 

ancestor, chances are good you have a match. 

4. Be extra, extra careful if you know little about the relative who has the hint. 

If all you have in your tree is a name, birth year and place, hints will be based on just that sparse 

information. And you can bet there was more than one Anna Catherina Kolbeck born in Germany 

in 1812 (I know, because my Anna Catherina gets hints for all of them). 

5. Be extra, extra, extra careful with matches to ancestor profiles in other online trees. 

No independent researcher verifies the correctness of online trees. Ten trees might all have the 

same wrong information, because the owners all accepted hints to each others’ trees. I’ll look at 

online trees for clues, but I generally ignore hints to them. 

6. It’s fine to wait and see. 

If you’re not 100 percent sure a hint is for your ancestor, ignore it for now. Come back to it later, 

when you know more about that ancestor. 

7. When you do accept an online family tree hint, don’t add all the information to your tree at once. 

Instead, evaluate and accept each piece of information from the record one at a time. If what’s 

already in your tree is more accurate (for example, the matching record names only a state of 

birth, but your tree has the city and county), don’t accept that less-specific bit of information. 

8. As you accept the hint, correct errors present in the transcription or in the document itself. 

If you add children to your tree from, say, a hint to a census record, their names will come in as 

indexed, mistranscriptions and all. Be sure to fix these issues as you accept the hint. Also 

remember that sons and daughters of a male head-of-household aren’t always the children of the 

man’s wife. The children’s biological mother might be a previous wife. If you suspect this may be 

the case, you can add the hint to the father’s profile, then add the children and/or wife separately. 

9. Use women’s maiden names. 

A wife listed in her husband’s census record will be recorded with her married name. You want 

women to be listed in your tree with their maiden names, so be sure to fix this when accepting a 

hint. If you don’t know the woman’s birth surname yet, just use her first name. 

http://ancestry.com/
http://familysearch.org/
http://findmypast.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/articles/genealogy-websites/ancestry/why-your-ancestry-com-and-other-online-genealogy-searches-dont-work/
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10. Don’t limit your genealogy research to waiting for hints. 

A family tree cannot thrive on hints alone. Also search for your ancestors’ records using the 

website’s search form. On most sites, hinting systems don’t cover all record collections—only the 

largest ones containing the most names, dates and places. Running your own searches also lets 

you try more name variants and wildcards to capture hard-to-find records. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

michaeljohnneill 1:14 pm on April 15, 2021   

 

Informal Adoption or Step-Parent Confusing Your DNA Results? 
Compiling the family tree of a DNA match to determine the relationship they have with you is 

necessary when the match is one in which you, for one reason of another, have an interest. Just 

make certain you are taking your time and compiling the tree as accurately as you can–especially 

in terms of the biological relationships. 

Relying too much on one type of source (particularly obituaries) can increase the probability that 

compiled tree you create has non-biological relationships in it. Obituaries and some other 

newspaper social announcements may indicate the relationship between two people is a parent-

child relationship when it fact it is not. The most frequent relationships that falls into this 

category is a step-parent relationship. 

If you’ve got the child’s step-father in your tree as their father, it could explain why the DNA 

match makes no sense. Make certain you’ve looked at as many newspaper references as you 

can–particularly ones early in the life of the child. If the family was living during a time when 

census records are public, view those materials as well. Look at obituaries of all grandparents to 

see how grandchildren are listed–or if some that should be listed are missing. That could be a 

clue the child’s relationship to the parent was not biological. 

The thing to remember about DNA is that it only tells you who reproduced with whom. It does 

not tell you who actually raised that person or was influential in their life. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Irene Goble  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Lynn Dowdy & Gail Lies 

 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/articles/genealogy-websites/ancestry/using-search-wildcards-on-genealogy-websites/
http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/author/michaeljohnneill/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

What is a Collateral Relative and Why Do They Matter? 
By Sharon DeBartolo Carmack 

 

Q. I am a total novice as far as family trees go, and I need to know 

exactly what a “collateral descendant” is. 
 
A. A collateral relative is any blood relative who is not your direct ancestor. So your ancestors 

are your parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc., and your collateral relatives are cousins, 

nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, siblings, etc. 

 

Here are three common research scenarios we may face and ways our collateral research can 

help solve them: 

1. Where did an immigrant ancestor come from? 

Say you have a great-great grandmother and you don’t know where she came from. No 

passenger lists or naturalization documents can be found. Eventually, you find a baptismal record 

for one of her children in the United States (not the record of the ancestor through whom you 

descend) that mentions both parents’ birthplace—including the name of the tiny town in 

Slovakia. 

2. Who are a female ancestor’s parents? 

A census record identifies an older man living with her to be her father, which reveals her 

maiden name. No other documentation on him can be found, but she is buried next to a man with 

her maiden surname. He was of age to be her brother. Researching the life of the man buried next 

to her reveals both of his parents’ name (in his SS-5 application). His mother’s will names all her 

surviving children—including that daughter. 

3. What happened to my ancestor? 

It’s not uncommon to have an older adult disappear from records without finding a death record 

to explain the disappearance. Following each child forward in the census and city directories 

eventually leads to her name (mis-indexed) in the household of her youngest daughter’s husband. 

They’re living across the state line from where you found her gravestone. That’s why you hadn’t 

found her death record or an obituary—she was living in an entirely different state than expected 

when she passed away. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you don’t tend your roots, the tree may wither away. 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 
 

 
 

www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

808 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/ www.gscca.net  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Lock-In 
15th Summer Edition - July 17, 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

                Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 
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