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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting is  

Editor: Nancy Matthews CANCELED 

  

 
 
VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR, ISSUE NUMBER FOUR                     APRIL 2020 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS:  
The March Meeting was held in the Round 

Room at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library on March 15, 2020. 

 Our program was on Female 

Ancestors presented by Nancy Matthews. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for April was 

CANCELED. 

1. Beginning Genealogy Class 

2. RootsTech 

3. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be May 9, 2020. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

APRIL MEETING: Unfortunately, as long 

as the Craighead County Jonesboro Public 

Library remains closed, all meetings are 

canceled.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Beginning Genealogy: Our next 

Beginning Genealogy class will be held as 

soon as we can schedule the class after the 

Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library 

reopens. Please contact Nancy Matthews – 

870-219-0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TEMPORARY REMOTE ACCESS 

TO ANCESTRY LIBRARY 

EDITION 
 

You can now temporarily access our 

Library’s subscription to Ancestry. We have 

remote access until at least April 30. At that 

time access will be re-evaluated and may be 

extended if necessary. 

 

To access: 

Go to: www.libraryinjonesboro.org 

Hover on “Research”  

Click on “Databases” 

Click on “Database List” 

Click on “Ancestry Library” 

Use your library bar code and pin number to 

log in. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Don’t forget to watch past sessions. 

 

ROOTSTECH: If you missed being able 

to watch any of the Free Live Streaming 

lectures during the RootsTech Conference. 

You can still see them. 

 

Go to www.rootstech.org. Now look across 

the top of the page and click on “Video 

Archive.” You get a dropdown menu, click on 

“Free Video Archive.” You can now choose 

to watch any of the free sessions from 2015 

through 2020. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
http://www.libraryinjonesboro.org/
http://www.rootstech.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Remote sessions with the  

Tennessee Genealogical Society 
 

Do you have a membership with TNGS? They are offering several upcoming remote sessions 

through GoToMeeting. Not all of the sessions are for “Members Only.” Some can also be 

accessed by the public. 

 

April 18 - Using the Internet for Genealogy Research (Joe Burns) - Members Only 

April 25 - Let’s Discuss It (John Ware) - Open to the Public 

April 28 - Lisa Louise Cooke Video - Genealogist’s Google Search Methodology - Members only 

May 9 - How to Analyze Your DNA Matches (Deborah Parks) - Members Only 

 

These are the sessions that are already scheduled. New ones are being added regularly. Go to 

www.tngs.org/ and register. You will receive a reminder email before the session. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Abundant Genealogy 
 

Thomas MacEntee has done the legwork on various websites that are offering free access during 

the pandemic. Go to his Website, Abundant Genealogy https://abundantgenealogy.com/ and 

check out all the free opportunities. Subscribe to his newsletter and keep abreast of all the latest 

news. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Genealogy Night Lock-In 
 

(15th Summer Edition) 
Saturday, July 18, 2020 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

October 16 & 17, 2020 

Speakers - Friday: TBA - Saturday: Lisa Louise Cooke 

 

Additional information http://www.agsgenealogy.org/  

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.tngs.org/
https://abundantgenealogy.com/
http://www.agsgenealogy.org/
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6 Basic Rules of Genealogy  
Basic guidelines to remember in your research 

Written by James L. Tanner. 
 
For some years now, I have been trying to distill the essence of genealogy down into basic 
rules. Most of the pain and suffering in the genealogical world comes about as a result of 
ignoring these, often disregarded rules. When the entire genealogical world seems to be 
against you finding your ancestors, just remember these rules and you will soon be on your 
way to finding that elusive ancestor.  
 
 
Rule One: When the baby was born, the mother was there.  
 
This rule seems too obvious, but I cannot tell you how many times it has been entirely disregarded. 
You will immediately recognize the first corollary: The father does not have to be present when the 
baby is born. Too many times our genealogical searches are patrilineally determined. We search for 
the father and forget that the mother may be the key to where the records are located. Granted, 
following matrilineal lines may be more difficult, but you ignore them at your peril.  
 
However, granted it is much easier to follow the patrilineal lines, but in many cases, little or no 
effort has been made to identify the women.  
 
This rule is really a statement about where records are located. It means that records are created at 
the place where an event occurs. To understand this rule, you have to be aware of political, social, 
religious and other jurisdictions. That is, areas where certain types of records are created, such as a 
school district, parish or court district. This rule does not mean that you focus on birth events. It is 
more of a general statement that records are geographical in nature.  

 
 
Rule Two: Absence of an obituary or death record does not mean the person is still 
alive.  
 
Like rule one, this rule does not pertain only to death records. It is also a general rule. What it 
means is that the absence of a record does not negate the existence of an event. Missing records 
mean nothing more than the record has yet to be found. There is no implication from a missing 
record about the existence or non-existence of an event. Many genealogist obsess on missing 
records. I talk to people all the time who have spent years looking for a birth, marriage or death 
record when all three events were obvious from the records available. This rule also gets into the 
issue of separating out people with the same names and similar record dates and places.  
 
This rule also addresses the idea of presumptive rules. For example, there is a common rule about 
assuming death after 110 years or whatever. I could have stated the rule that the absence of an 
obituary or death record does not mean the person is not still alive, but that has some other 
implications. Usually, in genealogy research, it is possible to estimate a range of dates the 
encompass the event, even in the absence of a specific record. For example, in the absence of a 
marriage record, you can estimate the date of marriage from the date of the birth of the first child. 
Over the years, genealogists have accumulated a number of these estimated date rules. My rule two 
is a summary of all those rules and reminds us not to get obsessive about dates.  

https://ldsgenealogy.com/James-Tanner.htm
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Rule Three: Every person who ever lived has a unique birth order and a unique set of 
biological parents.  
 
This is not a rule so much as it is a statement of fact. But it is a rule in the sense that we need to 
constantly remind ourselves that individuals are unique. The parents of an ancestor may be 
unknown, but they did exist. The historical record may be incomplete, but the physical fact of your 
own existence proves that you had biological parents stretching back into pre-history.  
 
 
Rule Four: There are always more records.  
 
Again, like rule three, this is not so much a policy as a statement of fact. It is also a guide to those 
who think they have searched everywhere. This rule is also closely related to rules one and six. This 
rule is also a statement of hope and faith. Our genealogical journey is basically a discovery of how 
many types of records have existed over the years and surprisingly, how many of those records 
have survived to the present. Remember, genealogy is about people and records, not just people.  
 
This record applies to those genealogists who give me the excuse that the courthouse burned down 
for not finding their ancestors. That excuse is an excuse. It is says nothing at all about the myriad of 
records that were not kept in courthouses. A burned courthouse is not so much of an obstacle as it 
is an invitation to learn how to do genealogy research.  
 

 

Rule Five: You cannot get blood out of a turnip.  
 
Granted, this rule is an old saying usually applied to collecting debts. But I find it is very much 
applicable to genealogy. I would apply this rule to all those genealogists who think that they are 
related to royalty or famous people simply by listing them in their pedigree. Really, I talk to to 
people all the time who are so proud of their royal heritage when they have done nothing at all to 
document or prove an actual connection. On the other hand, I talk to people all the time that are 
convinced they had an ancestor that was a Pilgrim, a Revolutionary War veteran, an Indian Princess 
or some other connection, without the slightest documentary evidence to support the belief. I think 
we need to remember the source for a blood connection.  
 

 

Rule Six: Records move.  
 
I also realize that this is a statement of fact. This rule opens up the vast subject of where records can 
travel for an almost infinite number of reasons. One of the most common reasons for records 
traveling is the fact that people travel and move. A birth record generated in one location may be in 
the possession of a person who travels around the world. Records can move to state archives, 
university special collections, historical societies, and many, many other locations. Just because you 
cannot find a record where you think it should be, does not mean a record does not exist.  
 

These are the types of concepts that I address almost every time I talk to someone about their 
difficulties in finding an ancestor. Inevitably, they are ignoring one or more of these rules.  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Genealogy is sometimes about proving that bad family traits 

came from the other side of the tree! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Message from GSCCA to our Membership. Be safe. We have all been taking the 

necessary precautions in order to keep our families safe. Please know that when the Craighead 

County Jonesboro Public Library re-opens and it is once again safe to conduct public meetings, 

we will resume our meeting schedule. Meanwhile, enjoy some online research. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Gail Lies 

Vice President - Karen Cook  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Irene Goble & Lynn Dowdy 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

764 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

  
Genealogy Lock-In 

15th Summer Edition - July 18, 2020 

 

 
Melinda Dawson 
Merle Norman Studios  

2200 Grecian Lane 

Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992  

870-239-8582 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/

