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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 April 15, 2012 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER SIXTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER FOUR                                       APRIL 2012 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: The March 

Meeting was held on March 18, 2012. Our 

speaker was Nancy Matthews and the Topic 

was Elusive Grandmothers. Members that 

were unable to attend can get a digital 

recording of the meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for April was 

held on April 7, 2012. 

1. Member Only Benefits 

2. Ideas for our 2013 Calendar 

3. Beginners Class 

4. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be May 12, 2012 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

APRIL MEETING: The April Meeting 

will be held on April 15, 2012. Our speaker 

will be Nancy Matthews and the Topic will be 

Indexing Project - 1940 Census. There will 

also be a tutorial on how to index for 

FamilySearch.org. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

June 4 & 5, 2012 at the Jonesboro Library 

from 6:00 to 8:00. Please contact Nancy 

Matthews – 870-219-0535 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

NEW MEMBER ONLY BENEFIT: We 

have a new Member Only Benefit. We will be 

recording several of our meetings. Members 

that are unable to attend the meeting will still 

be able to get the MP3 recording of the 

meeting. All you have to do is send an e-mail 

request to gscca@suddenlink.net or a written 

request to GSCCA, P.O. Box 844, Jonesboro, 

AR 72403. You will receive the digital 

recording. The 1940 Census from February 

and Elusive Grandmothers from March are 

ready. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THEME for 2013 Calendar: We are looking 

for ideas for a theme for our 2013 Calendar. 

Please send us your ideas at 

gscca@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2012 CALENDARS: Thank you to 

everyone that contributed pictures Craighead 

County Families for our 2012 Calendar.  

 
Calendars will be available at the meeting on 

Sunday, April 15, 2012. They are $5 each. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

April 2012 --  

      April 7 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      April 15 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

      April 21 - Spring Family History Workshop - 9:00 a.m. - Hot Springs Village 

            Village Genealogical Society - www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~arhsvgs/  

      April 21 - AGS Spring Seminar - 9:00 a.m. - North Little Rock 

            AGS Spring Seminar - www.agsgenealogy.org/events/default.html  

      April 28 - Annual Family History Conference - 8:00 a.m. - St. Louis, Missouri 

            St. Louis Genealogical Society - www.stlgs.org/  

 

May 2012 --  

      May 1-31 - Arkansas Heritage Month 

      May 12 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      May 18 - CAGHS Member Only Lock In - 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. - Butler Center - Little Rock 

            Central Arkansas Genealogical and Historical Society - www.caghs.net/  

      May 20 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

June 2012 --  

      June 9 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      June 24 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please mark your calendars!  

 

The three Mississippi counties of Tishomingo County, Alcorn County, and Prentiss County will 

hold its Third Annual Tri-County Genealogy Fair at the old Jacinto Courthouse on Highway 356 

East of Rienzi, in Jacinto, Miss., on *October 6, 2012*.  Prior to 1870, these three counties were 

one county, and the county seat was in Jacinto. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

*** MICROFILM & CDs *** 
 

Just a reminder: The Jonesboro library has a collection of microfilm that includes much more 

than Census and the Jonesboro Newspapers. They have marriage records for Craighead, 

Lawrence, Poinsett, Mississippi and Clay counties. They also have Chancery Court Records for 

many of the same counties. In addition there are a number of rolls that were purchased from the 

North Carolina Archives. The Library also has a number of CDs available to search. It is 

necessary to ask for the CDs at the Information Desk. These include Arkansas Death Certificate 

Index 1935-1960, Arkansas Prior Birth Index Volume I-IX (searchable by Mother’s maiden 

name), Compendium of Union Soldiers and The Jonesboro Sun 2007-2011 (searchable PDF 

files). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.hsvgs.org/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~arhsvgs/
http://www.agsgenealogy.org/events/default.html#AGS Spring Seminar
http://www.agsgenealogy.org/events/default.html
http://www.stlgs.org/
http://www.stlgs.org/
http://www.caghs.net/
http://www.caghs.net/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

April 1, 1865 - During the American Civil War, Confederate troops of General George Pickett 

were defeated and cut off at Five Forks, Virginia. This sealed the fate of Confederate General 

Robert E. Lee's armies at Petersburg and Richmond and hastened the end of the war. 

 

April 10, 1942 - During World War II in the Pacific, the Bataan Death March began as 

American and Filipino prisoners were forced on a six-day march from an airfield on Bataan to a 

camp near Cabanatuan. Some 76,000 Allied POWs including 12,000 Americans were forced to 

walk 60 miles under a blazing sun without food or water to the POW camp, resulting in over 

5,000 American deaths.  

 

April 11, 1970 - Apollo 13 was launched from Cape Kennedy at 2:13 p.m. Fifty-six hours into 

the flight an oxygen tank exploded in the service module. Astronaut John L. Swigert saw a 

warning light that accompanied the bang and said, "Houston, we've had a problem 

here." Swigert, James A. Lovell and Fred W. Haise then transferred into the lunar module, using 

it as a "lifeboat" and began a perilous return trip to Earth, splashing down safely on April 17th. 

 

April 14, 1828 - The first dictionary of American-style English was published by Noah Webster 

as the American Dictionary of the English Language. 

 

April 24, 1800 - The Library of Congress was established in Washington, D.C. It is America's 

oldest federal cultural institution and the world's largest library. Among the 145 million items in 

its collections are more than 33 million books, 3 million recordings, 12.5 million photographs, 

5.3 million maps, 6 million pieces of sheet music and 63 million manuscripts. About 10,000 new 

items are added each day. 

 

April 27, 1865 - On the Mississippi River, the worst steamship disaster in U.S. history occurred 

as an explosion aboard the Sultana killed nearly 2,000 passengers, mostly Union soldiers who 

had been prisoners of war and were returning home. 

 

April 28, 1789 - On board the British ship Bounty, Fletcher Christian led a mutiny against 

Captain William Bligh, setting him and 18 loyal crew members adrift in a 23-foot open boat. 

Bligh survived a 47-day voyage sailing over 3,600 miles before landing on a small island. 

Christian sailed the Bounty back to Tahiti, eventually settling on Pitcairn Island and burning the 

ship.  

 

April 30, 1789 - George Washington became the first U.S. President as he was administered the 

oath of office on the balcony of Federal Hall at the corner of Wall and Broad Streets in New 

York City. 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/index.html
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/pacificwar/index.html
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/apollo13.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/wash-pix/gallery.htm
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CENSUS TAKER  

It was the first day of census, and all through the land; 

The pollster was ready ... a black book in hand. 

He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride; 

His book and some quills were tucked close by his side. 

A long winding ride down a road barely there; 

Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting, up through the air. 

The woman was tired, with lines on her face; 

And wisps of brown hair she tucked back into place. 

She gave him some water ... as they sat at the table; 

And she answered his questions ... the best she was able. 

He asked of her children... Yes, she had quite a few; 

The oldest was twenty, the youngest not two. 

She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red; 

His sister, she whispered, was napping in bed. 

She noted each person who lived there with pride; 

And she felt the faint stirrings of the wee one inside. 

He noted the sex, the color, the age... 

The marks from the quill soon filled up the page. 

At the number of children, she nodded her head; 

And saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead. 

The places of birth she "never forgot"; 

Was it Kansas? or Utah? or Oregon ... or not? 

They came from Scotland, of that she was clear; 

But she wasn't quite sure just how long they'd been here. 

They spoke of employment, of schooling and such; 

They could read some .and write some .. though really not much. 

When the questions were answered, his job there was done; 

So he mounted his horse and he rode toward the sun. 

We can almost imagine his voice loud and clear; 

"May God bless you all for another ten years." 

Now picture a time warp ... its' now you and me; 

As we search for the people on our family tree. 

We squint at the census and scroll down so slow; 

As we search for that entry from long, long ago. 

Could they only imagine on that long ago day; 

That the entries they made would effect us this way? 

If they knew, would they wonder at the yearning we feel; 

And the searching that makes them so increasingly real. 

We can hear if we listen the words they impart; 

Through their blood in our veins and their voice in our heart. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2012 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Betty Woodall   Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President –    Corresponding Secretary – William Dunavin 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Patsy Penney 

Publicity – William Dunavin   Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Jan Beasley & Susie Grommet 

 


