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******************************************************************************
MEETING HAPPENINGS: On March 15, 2009 our meeting was held at the Jonesboro Public 
Library. Our speaker was Nancy Matthews. Her program was on Female Ancestors with tips on 
trying to locate them. 

******************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board Meeting for April was held on April 
11, 2009.

1. Arkansas Genealogy Road Show
2. FGS/AGS Seminar in September
3. Upcoming Events for the Craighead Jonesboro Library and the Genealogy Society
4. Arkansas Marriage Indexing Project
5. Donations to the Society
6. The next Executive Board will be May 9, 2009

******************************************************************************
APRIL MEETING: The April Meeting will be held on April 19, 2009 at the Craighead 
Jonesboro Public Library at 2:00. For this month there will be no business meeting. We will get 
the opportunity to preview Episode 3 in an AETN Series: We Shall Remain. This episode is on 
the Trail of Tears. This program will last about 2 hours.

******************************************************************************

*****   DUES   *****

It is once again time to renew your membership. Renewals are due in January. 

Membership Dues are $15 a year from January to January.  Please send dues to GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403. We would love to have you join us. Corporate Membership is 
$35 a year from January to January.  

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Letter from the President

Hello Again!

Did you know that this year is Craighead County, AR's Sesquicentennial Celebration?  That's 
150 years for those who might want to know!

Phyllis Burkett, our head librarian, was present at our Executive Board Meeting (Saturday, April 
11, 2009) to present new plans for upcoming speakers and events this year at the library. She is 
asking for "our" help to promote and work with the library to make this an exciting and 
productive celebration! Nancy will be announcing the upcoming speakers and dates to be 
remembered.

First, we have been asked to help collect more old pictures of Craighead County for the library’s 
collection. Any old picture that has landmark buildings in the background or other things of 
interest is of interest. The 4th Sunday afternoons of June, July and August are planned to collect 
these pictures and scan them at the public library. (The original photos will remain in the 
owner’s possession.) Volunteers to help can contact Nancy Matthews or myself or any other 
Executive Board Member.

Jan Davenport, who is heading the Family Search AR Marriage Indexing project, has asked that 
we renew our efforts to transcribe records for our area. "Our first group of marriages are online 
at http://labs.familysearch.org/ I know it has been a long time in coming, but well worth all the 
effort, thanks to all of you. Keep up the good work, this is just the beginning!" 

We won't be having a business meeting at our meeting, April 19th, due to the length of program. 
I do hope that each of you will come and be a part of it! I look forward to seeing you there!

Gail Lies 
GSCCA President 2009

******************************************************************************
ARKANSAS GENEALOGY ROAD SHOW

Sponsored by Arkansas Genealogical Society & Greene County Historical & Genealogical 
Society was held on Saturday, March 28, 2009 from 9 AM to 3 PM at the Paragould Community 
Center.

It was a great program and hopefully everyone enjoyed the day and learned a lot.

******************************************************************************
"She is insane, of course. The family history has become a mania for her."
Hercule Poirot

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
FGS/AGS Conference – Tuesday, September 1, 2009 thru Saturday, September 5, 2009. This 
event will be held in Little Rock. On Tuesday, September 1, 2009 there will be some events 
scheduled as Pre-Conference. Additional information on the individual sessions can be found at 
http://www.fgs.org/2009conference/index.php . When you register be sure to indicate that you 
are part of the Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas.  

CORRECTION: The deadline for the discounted registrations is June 2, 2009 not April 2, 2009.

Full Conference Registration made on-line or post marked before June 2, 2009 is $175. After 
that date Full Conference Registration is $225. The Breakfasts, Luncheons and Banquets are 
additional.

Beginning with the 2008 FGS Conference, all registrants received a CD containing the syllabus 
when they picked up their registration packets. Registrants were sent a link that enabled them to 
access the CD material online before the conference. If you still desire a print syllabus in 
addition to the CD, you will be given the opportunity to purchase one for $20.00.

Our Society will have a booth in the Exhibit Hall for the sale of books and CD’s. It is also an 
opportunity to tell people about our Society.

******************************************************************************
This year Craighead County and Jonesboro are both celebrating their Sesquicentennial. Phyllis 
Burkett, head librarian, attended our Board Meeting to tell us about a number of events being 
scheduled by the Craighead Jonesboro Public Library. One project being planned is one to 
collect old photos of Jonesboro and Craighead County. The library already has a number of 
photos but would like to add to the collection. At this time, the fourth Sunday in June, July and 
August is being set aside as time to make copies of photos. In June, following our meeting on 
June 28, we will begin making copies of photos that you might have. Again on July 26 and 
August 23, we will be set up to make copies of photos. 

There will also be speaker scheduled for other Sundays in June. The exact order and topic have 
not yet been determined. Check upcoming newsletters for additional information. In September 
there will be a program about the CCC Camps (Civilian Conservation Corps Camps).

Mark your calendars on July 16 for The 4th Annual Genealogy Night (6 pm to midnight). There 
will be speakers, finger food, help getting started and more. Watch for additional information.

******************************************************************************
The Members List and the Members Surnames have been updated. Go to www.gscca.net 
and follow the links. Please take a look and make sure your name and your surnames are 
included. If any are changes are needed, please contact Nancy Matthews 
nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. 

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
Arkansas Marriage Indexing Project: The Arkansas Marriage Indexing project is 
moving along. Several of you have been helping. The first group of marriages is now on-line at 
http://search.labs.familysearch.org/recordsearch/start.html#c=1417439;p=collectionDetails;t=searchable 
or you can go to www.gscca.net and follow the link for Searchable Arkansas Marriages. You get 
to download the image of the marriage record. Additional Family Search Databases are at 
http://labs.familysearch.org/ or follow the link from our Website. If you are not already helping 
to index and you would like to join us, go to www.gscca.net/indexing.htm. All indexers are 
welcome and your help is truly appreciated. According to the progress bar on the Searchable 
Page the project is 12% complete. So far most of the records indexed are from northeast 
Arkansas. We are looking forward to the day when it says 100%.

******************************************************************************
Donations of Materials: In the past couple of weeks two different individuals have donated 
research materials to the Society. We will, in turn, place the majority of these materials in the 
Craighead Jonesboro Public Library. Mr. Louie Dunn donated his family charts along with books 
from Chillicothe, Livingston, Missouri and The Ignatious Nathan Gann Family and the Samuel 
Washington Dunn Family. Darlu Littledeer donated documentation her father, Darwin Little, had 
collected for his book The John Allen Little Genealogy. There is a copy of this book at the 
Jonesboro Library.

******************************************************************************
Veterans of Craighead County: In celebration of the Sesquicentennial, the Craighead 
County Monument Foundation is pleased to announce that work has begun on a new, 
commemorative book in honor of Craighead County Veterans. All wars and all military branches 
will be covered. Information is being gathered for deceased Veterans as well. Just fill out the 
form with as much information as you know. It is FREE to be included. Deadline is June 15, 
2009. Watch your mailbox for brochures. You can also download the brochure form 
www.gscca.net/brochure.htm. Remember to include all of your Veterans.

******************************************************************************
Monopoly

It’s a legendary rags-to-riches story. During the Great Depression, unemployed 
Pennsylvania engineer Charles B. Darrow created Monopoly and became the first millionaire 
inventor of a game. Darrow drew the game design on an oilcloth in 1933. Inspired by holidays 
spend in Atlantic City, New Jersey, he named sections of the game after that city’s streets. 
Charms from his wife’s bracelet and bits of wood served as playing pieces. 

When Darrow saw how his family and friends enjoyed the game, he thought that he had a 
winner. Yet Parker Brothers rejected the Monopoly game, citing more than 50 design errors. 

After enlisting help from a printer, Darrow produced and sold 5,000 handmade games to 
a Philadelphia department store. Soon, demand outstripped supply. Darrow returned to Parker 
Brothers. This time, they bought it. The company sold its first Monopoly game set in 1935. Since 
then Monopoly has been manufactured in more than 26 languages and played by over 500 
million people worldwide, with sales of more than 200 million games worldwide.

******************************************************************************

4

http://www.gscca.net/brochure.htm
http://www.gscca.net/indexing.htm
http://labs.familysearch.org/
http://www.gscca.net/
http://search.labs.familysearch.org/recordsearch/start.html#c=1417439;p=collectionDetails;t=searchable


******************************************************************************
FUNNY TOMBSTONES FROM THE GRAVE

On the grave of Ezekial Aikle in East 
Dalhousie Cemetery, Nova Scotia: 

Here lies 
Ezekial Aikle 

Age 102 
The Good 

Die Young. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

In a London, England cemetery: 
Ann Mann 

Here lies Ann Mann, 
Who lived an old maid 
But died an old Mann. 

Dec. 8, 1767 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

In a Ribbesford, England, cemetery: 
Anna Wallace 

The children of Israel wanted bread 
And the Lord sent them manna, 

Old clerk Wallace wanted a wife, 
And the Devil sent him Anna. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Playing with names in a Ruidoso, New 
Mexico, cemetery: 

Here lies 
Johnny Yeast 

Pardon me 
For not rising. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Memory of an accident in a Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania cemetery: 

Here lies the body 
of Jonathan Blake 
Stepped on the gas 

Instead of the brake. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

In a Silver City, Nevada, cemetery: 
Here lays Butch, 

We planted him raw. 
He was quick on the trigger, 

But slow on the draw. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

A widow wrote this epitaph in a Vermont 
cemetery: 

Sacred to the memory of 
my husband John Barnes 
who died January 3, 1803 

His comely young widow, aged 23, has 
many qualifications of a good wife, and 

yearns to be comforted. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

A lawyer's epitaph in England: 
Sir John Strange 

Here lies an honest lawyer, 
And that is Strange. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Someone determined to be anonymous in 
Stowe, Vermont: 
I was somebody. 

Who, is no business 
Of yours. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Lester Moore was a Wells, Fargo Co. station 
agent for Naco, Arizona in the cowboy days 
of the 1880's. He's buried in the Boot Hill 

Cemetery in Tombstone, Arizona: 
Here lies Lester Moore 
Four slugs from a .44 

No Les No More. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

In a Georgia cemetery: 
"I told you I was sick!" 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

2009 Calendars
$5.00 each

Craighead County, Arkansas

Calendars are still available. Please let us know if you would like one.

******************************************************************************

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2009 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Gail Lies Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Jean Sales Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Judy Clark Publications – Nancy Matthews

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Brenda Shields, Jessy Wade – Terry Cooper, alternate

******************************************************************************
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