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MEETING HAPPENINGS: Actually, we have not had a meeting since our last newsletter. 
We are trying to establish the date that the newsletter comes out. It is to be after the board 
meeting but before the regular meeting. 

Even though we have not had a meeting, we have had our Seminar. First, we would 
like to say “Thank You” to Lynda Childers Suffridge for her presentation. Next, the “Thank 
yous” go to everyone that attended the program. Thanks and appreciation also go to all of 
those who helped with the set-up, food, drinks and clean-up. With everyone’s hard work, we 
can say that the first Seminar presented by the Genealogy Society of Craighead County 
Arkansas was an unqualified success. 

It had been decided that with the proceeds from the Seminar, the Society would 
purchase some material to be placed in the library. It came to our attention that additional 
Arkansas Death Records are available on microfiche for the years 1941 to 1948. We decided to 
have two sets, one at the Jonesboro Library and one at the Family History Center in 
Jonesboro. 
*******************************************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:  We met at Dorothy McCarns home on the 1st of April. 
The main item that we had to work out was the selection of a new printer. Forrest Office 
Machines is no longer able to do our printing. Therefore, it was necessary to find someone 
that could do the work for us. Office Max offered the best deal. 

Even though we have done three cemetery books, there are some cemeteries in the city 
of Jonesboro that were not included. At the time, we understood these were being 
maintained by other individuals. However, we now understand that they are no longer able 
to do this. So, we intend to create another cemetery book. All help is appreciated.

*******************************************************************************************************
APRIL MEETING: ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

As you can see above, the April 18th meeting will be held at the Archives Department at ASU 
in the Dean B. Ellis Library. Mr. Banta has graciously consented to let us see the holdings 
there. All try to be there, I am sure it will be very interesting and you may discover items of 
genealogical value that you did not know were there. The time is 2:00 pm. Mr. Banta is 
donating his Sunday time to "show and tell" for us, so please come and enjoy.

*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
DUES are $15.00 per year. This includes a newsletter for each month of the year and a 
membership card. Members can also purchase Society Books at pre-publication prices. You 
are invited to a meeting, to see how we work and you will receive one complimentary copy 
of our newsletter. After that you may join our society if you so decide. If you have questions 
call or e-mail our President, Gail Lies, nglies@nex.net, (870)-932-1301.

*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER:  The newsletter is published monthly. You may have queries, stories, your 
family forms etc. anything pertaining to genealogy, published, this is your newsletter so use 
it and enjoy it. Send articles for publishing to: Jeanette McClure at 1500 Garland Dr., 
Jonesboro, AR 72401, e mail: jmcclure.1@juno.com. We welcome all your articles, queries etc. 
and will print them as room permits. The newsletter can also be view on the Internet at 
http://www.insolwwb.net/~nlmatthews/newsletter.htm 

*******************************************************************************************************
QUERY:  I am particularly interested in trying to find out some information about Augustus 
D. Lawhon born 9/3/1849 in Bolivar Tennessee. He died in Jonesboro, Arkansas in 1884. He 
supposedly was in the state legislature from Jonesboro at the time of his death. He was my 
great grandfather.  Elizabeth Loeffelholz, 505 36th Avenue SW, Norman, OK 73072-5104.

QUERY: Looking for information on my Grandmother Annie Lee (Willey) Waugh. The only 
information I have about here is that she was born approximately 1879-1880 in Arkansas. 
Last known residence per 1910 Census was Brookland, Craighead, Arkansas. She died about 
1915, possibly in Brookland. I can’t find any marriage record where and when she married 
my Grandfather, Lafaette Thomas Waugh. Any information or leads would be greatly 
appreciated. Diane Waugh, 6970 Westside Rd Sp 26, Redding, CA 96001 (530) 243-1749.

*******************************************************************************************************
Vital papers will demonstrate their vitality by moving from where you left them to where 
you can't find them.

*******************************************************************************************************
SURNAME BOOKLET:  Please contact these people and share your research, that's what its 
all about.

ELIZABETH LOEFFELHOLZ, 505 36th Avenue SW, Norman, Oklahoma 73-72-5104 is 
working on the names: Broadman, Foreman, Garrison, Holland, Kleiss, lawhon, Loeffelholz, 
Updegraff (Opdengraff), Wagoner, Westermier.

NANCY MATTHEWS, 1811 S. Culberhouse, Jonesboro, AR 72401 is working on the 
names: Cooper, Doyle, Dunehew, Fray, Garner, Gray, Helms, Holder, Matthews.

Thank you all for the wonderful response to the surname list. Jeanette.

*******************************************************************************************************
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Left to right: Jeanette McClure, Vice-president; Gail Lies, President; Lynda Suffridge, Guest Speaker; Nancy 
Matthews, Director of Special Publications; Greg Scott, Historian; Dorothy McCarns, Secretary / Treasurer

27 March 1999 Seminar held at the Jonesboro, Arkansas Public Library

(Below)  Lynda Suffridge during her presentation.
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*******************************************************************************************************

“ I WANT”

I want ancestors with names like Rudimentary Montagnard or Melchizenick 
von Steubenhoffmannschild or Spetznatz Giafortoni, not William Brown or
John Hunter or Mary Abbott.

I want ancestors who could read and write, had their children baptized in recognized houses 
of worship, went to school, purchased land, left detailed wills (naming a huge extended 
family as legatees), had their photographs taken once a year -- subsequently putting said 
pictures in elaborate isinglass frames annotated with calligraphic inscriptions, and carved 
voluble and informative inscriptions in their headstones. 

I want relatives who managed to bury their predecessors in established, still-extant (and 
indexed) cemeteries. I want family members who wrote memoirs, who enlisted in the
military as officers and who served in strategically important (and well documented) 
skirmishes.

I want relatives who served as councilmen, schoolteachers, county clerks and town 
historians.

I want relatives who `religiously' wrote in the family Bible, journaling every little event and 
detailing the familial relationship of every visitor.

In the case of immigrant progenitors, I want them to have arrived only in those years 
wherein passenger lists were indexed by National Archives, and I want them to have applied 
for citizenship, and to have done so only in those jurisdictions which have since established 
indices. 

I want relatives who were patriotic and clubby, who joined every patrimonial society they 
could find, who kept diaries, and listed all their addresses, who had paintings made of their 
houses, and who dated every piece of paper they touched.

I want forebears who were wealthy enough to afford, and to keep for generations, the tribal 
homestead, and who left all the aforementioned pictures and diaries and journals intact in 
the library.

But most of all, I want relatives I can FIND!!!

*******************************************************************************************************
RAILROAD RETIREMENT RECORDS

Social Security records, as you probably know, can provide a great deal of information for 
genealogists. The Social Security Death Index (SSDI) can help you locate people who 
collected Social Security benefits and who are deceased. Armed with their Social Security 
number, you can write to the Social Security Administration for a copy of the individual's 
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SS-5 form, the application for a Social Security number, which can contain parents' names, 
addresses, birth date and other details you may not have been able to locate elsewhere.

But what if you had a family member who worked for the railroad? Where would you find 
similar information about these individuals? The answer is at the Railroad Retirement Board. 
This week in "Along Those Lines . . . ," let's look at the records at the Railroad Retirement 
Board.

WHAT IS THE RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD?

The Social Security Act of 1935 established an old age insurance system in the United States. 
Its intent was to provide a means for individuals to plan for some financial security for their 
old age. A unique identification number was to be assigned to all persons who completed an 
application for participation in the program. The first three digits of the Social Security 
number (SSN) (with a few exceptions) are an area number which, until 1972, reflected the 
state in which the application for a SSN was made.

At the same time, the Railroad Retirement Act made provisions to maintain a separate 
program for employees of the nation's railroads, and a separate block of numbers (700-728) 
were set aside for assignment to these employees. The Railroad Retirement Board therefore is 
the administrator of a federal retirement program covering the nation's railroad employees, 
those who were employed by railroads in 1937 and later.

Some people may have worked for the railroad and for other industries. They may have two 
numbers--one for participation in Social Security and one for Railroad Retirement--and may 
have collected multiple benefits.

WHAT RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE?

The Railroad Retirement Board will release information on deceased persons for genealogical 
research. However, it will not release any information for living individuals without that 
person's written consent. If you are interested in information about railroaders among your 
ancestors, files for railroad employees are found only at the headquarters office of the 
Railroad Retirement Board. Among the records that may be included for an employee are:

~ Application for participation in Railroad Retirement
~ Statement(s) of railroad service
~ Application for employee annuity
~ Description and certification of eligibility
~ Record of service for which no records are available
~ Certificate of termination of service
~ Death certificate of employee
~ Notice of Death and Statement of Compensation

In the late 1960s, the Railroad Retirement Board approved a policy allowing for the 
destruction of records thirty (30) years after the last payment was made to the claimant or to 
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the last beneficiary. This policy was made in accordance with the federal government's 
federal records retention schedule policy, and was not a decision made arbitrarily by the 
Railroad Retirement Board. Genealogists, however, objected strenuously and the policy was 
put on hold. Some records were destroyed, however, and no microfilming of records was 
ever undertaken prior to destruction.

HOW DO I OBTAIN COPIES OF THESE RECORDS?

The Railroad Retirement Board will perform searches for employee records for genealogical 
purposes. Remember that the employee must be deceased. There is a $16 nonrefundable fee 
to search for records, payable in advance. A check or money order should be made payable 
to the Railroad Retirement Board, and mailed to:

U.S. Railroad Retirement Board
Office of Public Affairs
844 N. Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611-2092

Since records are kept by the employee's unique number, this is the best way to request 
information. You may find the Social Security or Railroad Retirement number on the person's 
death certificate. In order for the Railroad Retirement Board to perform its search, please 
provide the Railroad Retirement number (the one beginning with 700 to 726) and the person's 
full name. In some cases, it may be possible to locate records using only the full name, 
address, and birth and death dates of the person. However, it is usually not possible to locate 
records for people with relatively common surnames unless a number is included.

ALL ABOARD!

You may learn more about your ancestor and his/her employment history through this route 
than you might otherwise have been able to ferret out on your own. Remember that the 
various railroads' records are scattered throughout various archives and repositories, and 
that many have been lost or destroyed. In these cases, the Railroad Retirement Board's 
records may be the only viable place to gather more information about your railroader.

For more information about the Railroad Retirement Board, please be sure to visit their Web 
site at: http://www.rrb.gov/

Here you will find details about the office, and a special link on the mail screen labeled 
"Genealogical Inquiries" will provide details about the office. In addition, there is a link to 
"Genealogical Research Before 1936" at: http://www.rrb.gov/geneal2.html

Here you will find a partial list of depositories with railroad records. It's not complete, but it's 
a sure start.

From: The 10 April 1999 issue of  Ancestry Weekly Digest  by George G. Morgan. 
*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
BOOKS  -- BOOKS -- BOOKS

1900 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas  --  about 437 pages -- indexed
price 35.00 includes postage

1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 168 pages -- indexed
price 18.00 includes postage

1870 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 117 pages -- indexed
price 15.00 includes postage

1860 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 81 pages -- indexed
price 12.00 plus postage 

1860, 1870 & 1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three book set.
price $40.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume I -- indexed
price $30.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume II -- indexed
price $30.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume III -- indexed
price $30.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three Volume Set
price $75.00 includes postage
******************************************************************************************************
This for is for our upcoming book on our members surnames that they are researching. 
Please include all the surnames of your family lineage.

NAME ______________________________________________________________________

STREET______________________________________________________________________

CITY_______________________________ STATE_____________ ZIP__________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Return Form To: Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas
                              Post Office Box 2614

      Jonesboro, AR 72401-2614
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER____________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS____________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________

RECEIVED BY________________________________________________
DATE________________________________________________________
DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Newsletter Staff Officers:

Jeanette McClure President: Gail Lies
Nancy Matthews Vice President: Jeanette McClure

Secretary/Treasurer: Dorothy McCarns
Recording Secretary – Susie Grommet

The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 2614
Jonesboro, AR  72402-2614
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