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MEETING HAPPENINGS: We would like to welcome our new member, Carolyn Bowers, 
welcome aboard, Carolyn has already offered to help our different committees with all the 
things we have planned for publishing and all the new projects we have started, I'm sure she 
will be an interested member.

The cemetery publishing project is progressing. Our next project in under way, the 
transcribing and publishing of the 1900 Craighead County, Ark. census.  This is a large 
undertaking, but  Nancy Matthews, keeps on top of things very well, you all just keep 
turning your transcripts into her and we will all be so happy to see the outcome.  I believe 
she needs a couple more volunteers to transcribe a few more pages.  But it is amazing how 
quickly this project is materializing.  

Mike Garner gave a very good program on what to do with our genealogy data once 
we have collected enough to do something with. Many good ideas were gotten from this. 
Thank you Mike.

We want to thank the people of the Cathedral Baptist Church, esp. Gail Lies., for 
allowing us to have our meetings there while the library addition is underway.  Please 
continue to bring books or any items you would like to share at the meetings.
*******************************************************************************************************

MAY MEETING: Instead of a regular meeting for May the membership voted for a trip to 
the Memphis library on Saturday, May 16. Mike Garner has use of a large van but needs a 
driver who has a chauffeurs license. Both regular drivers will be unavailable. Mike needs a 
count of how many are going to go. If only a few go, cars will be used instead. If you are 
interested in going, please contact Mike as soon as possible at 935-5621 (direct line at work). 
If he is not there, please leave a voice mail message. It is answered 24 hours a day.  Or you 
can contact him at home 935-9713. 

*******************************************************************************************************
JUNE MEETING: Our regular June meeting is scheduled to fall on Father’s Day, Sunday 
June 21. Since a lot of people have family commitments on that date, the meeting has been 
changed to Sunday, June 14 at 2:00 in the Fellowship Hall of Catheral Baptist Church.
*******************************************************************************************************
The greatest teacher of man is man, and history is the record of men and their achievement. 
Winterburn.
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*******************************************************************************************************
DUES will be $15.00 per year and should be sent to: Hilda Wilcox, P O Box 2401, Jonesboro, 
AR 72402. (E-mail: stretch@insolwwb.net).  If you have any questions or need information, 
please call our President, Gail Lies, (870) 932-1301. (E-mail nglies@nex.net). Dues are payable 
in January of each year.
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER: The newsletter is published monthly and any visitors to our meetings will 
receive one complimentary copy.  We NEED QUERIES and any other information you may 
like to have published, regarding genealogy.

This is the time of year to advertise any family reunions or genealogy seminars that 
you attend or would like others to attend, send them in...Send to Jeanette Henson McClure, 
1500 Garland Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401. (E-mail jmcclure.1@juno.com)
*******************************************************************************************************
LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION:  The library will be closed May 19 through May 25 for the 
construction. They will reopen  at 9:30 on Tuesday, May 26. The genealogy books have been 
moved to the west end of the library.  When you come in the door, walk past the desk then 
turn to the left and go all the way down.  The last three stacks contain our books.  
*******************************************************************************************************
REUNION:  "Woodard-Ketcherside"  13th annual reunion, May 22,23,24, 1998 at the 
Convention Center at the Comfort Inn , Harrison, Arkansas.  Phone: 870-741-7676.
*******************************************************************************************************
REUNION: “Bellah-Toy” reunion  Saturday, May 23,1998. Pot luck at the Park in Maynard, 
Arkansas. 
*******************************************************************************************************
REUNION: “Gibson” reunion will be in Carthage, MO on Saturday, May 16, 1998 at the 
Family Life Center at the First Baptist Church, 631 S. Garrison St. Coffee & rolls by 9:30, 
dinner at noon bring salad, vegetable or dessert.
*******************************************************************************************************
THE OLDEST FARM IN CRAIGHEAD COUNTY:  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, March 22,
1972)  When E. Roy Keller talks about "farming on the oldest farm in Craighead County" he 
has plenty of facts to back up his statement. 

Keller, 78 year old, retired county Extension Service agent, vocational  agriculture 
teacher and one-time Soil Conservation Service technician and veterinarian, lives on a 120 
acre tract settled in 1829 and handed down in the Keller family in the Keller's Chapel 
community six miles southwest of Jonesboro.

"I don't do much now except raise a little livestock," said Keller who grew up on the 
tract which he now owns and farms.

Not far from his modern, comfortable white frame farm homes is the old Keller 
farmhouse, a 12 room affair which his father, Amy Keller, built as the family grew.  E. Roy 
Keller said he was one of seven boys. Just a few hundred yards to the west of the house on 
the downside of the a wooded hillside is the old "Martin Spring" still running water today as 
it did in 1829 when Daniel Martin, the first settler in Craighead County moved onto the site. 

Records in the United States Land Office in Washington show that Martin first settled 
here in 1829 and post office records said he later was named first postmaster here although 
there was no such place as "Jonesboro" at that time. Jonesboro was not founded until 1859.
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Keller says that early records show it was on his farm that Martin cleared a little patch 
west of the house and planted Indian corn. Indians camped nearby, and Martin traded with 
them.

Because of the continual flow of water from the spring, the only clear-running spring 
in this area, Indians, trappers and frontiersmen traveling this way in the early days stopped 
at the spring.

Martin  is believed to have come to this area from old Davidsonville, located on Black 
River near Pocahontas.
   Keller says his father cut off most of the large trees on the tract surrounding the Martin 
Spring.  However, there are a few trees, mostly oak, that are about 100 years old, still on the 
wooded tract where the spring is located.

Located about 200 to 300 yard to the south of the spring is another flat-topped hill with 
a grove of young trees which contains remnants of an old cemetery--known as the Martin 
Cemetery.

Keller said it is here that Martin is buried in an unmarked grave. Some stones have 
been erected for Lamberson, Pierce, Stotts, McGowan, Rickles and McCarty families.  Almost 
all of the stones are broken but inscriptions that still can be read carry birth dates in the late 
1700's and in the early 1800's, and deaths were recorded during the Civil War
period, 1860 to 1865.

Except for one or two graves most of those buried in the cemetery were buried before 
the end of the Civil War in 1865.  After that time, the cemetery seems to have been 
abandoned.

"I still keep it up, but some one has stolen some of the stones and others have been 
broke," Keller said.

Keller was graduated from the University of Missouri at Columbia and received his 
master's degree there in 1922.  He remained to tach at the university for about nine years.  He 
returned to Jonesboro during the 1930's to open a feed store but because of the depression "I 
lost everything like a lot of farmers and businessmen."

He was County Extension agent for a time at Hardy, Sharp County, and later joined 
the Soil Conservation Service at Conway as technician, working in Civilian Conservation 
Corps camps.

After World War II, Keller and his wife returned to teaching and for 17 years were 
teachers in Illinois, most of this being at Arlington Heights, Ill. and in Bureau County near 
Tiskilwa.

Keller and his wife are now back at home in Jonesboro on the farm where he was born. 
And, at the age of 78, "I'm having the time of my life," he said, adding "I keep busy around 
the place, looking after my livestock and attending meetings. I teach Sunday School over at 
Keller's Chapel--a small rural church founded by my family in earlier years."
*******************************************************************************************************
QUERY: JOHNSTON -- Henry Paul Johnston is listed with his mother and family, but not 
father, in the 1830 Census of Clarksburg, Harrison Co., West Virginia. His sister, Carolyn 
Johnston, married in 1853 in Harrison Co., W.VA., but stated that she was from Fauguier Co., 
VA. and listed her parents as Jane and MC Johnston. Around 1850 Henry Paul Johnston 
moved to Missouri and 26 Sept. 1860 married Eliza Frances Shepherd in Callaway Co., MO. 
Her parents were Frances B. (Colbert) and Cyrus Shepherd. They had also migrated to MO., 
around 1849. Henry is listed in the 1860 Censis of Callaway Co., MO -- Williamsburg P.O., 
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and in the St. Louis, MO. City Directory in 1877, 1878, 1886, 1887 and 1893. In the 1880 
Census of St. Louis Co., MO., Bonhomme Township he is listed with his family: Henry 36, 
Eliza 38, Jennie 17, Robert 15, Dennis 12, George 5 and Hugh 2. Eliza Frances (Shepherd) 
Johnston died in 1882 near Manchester, in St. Louis Co., MO. and soon afterward Jennie and 
Hugh moved to Clarkton, Dunklin Co., MO. In 1886 Jenny married James Kenley Dunscomb 
and around 1898 Hugh married Vara Ozella Skaggs in Clarkton, Dunklin Co., MO. Hugh 
married Ethel Florence (Worsham) Gordon in Oklahoma, they returned and lived in 
Clarkton, Dunklin Co., MO. Henry Paul Johnston also moved to Clarkton, Dunklin Co., MO., 
remarried and had children and lived in that area and Northeast Arkansas until his death, 
date unknown. I would appreciate any information about parents, siblings, children, death 
dates and burial sites of Eliza Frances (Shepard) Johnston, Henry Paul Johnston, Frances B. 
(Colbert) Shepherd and Cyrus Shepherd. My address is: Joyce Warren - 1709 Broadmoor - 
Jonesboro, AR. 72401 -- E-mail: jjwarren@fastdata.net
*******************************************************************************************************

YOU KNOW YOU'RE AN ADDICTED GENEALOGIST

     ...when you brake for libraries.
     ...if you get locked in a library overnight and you never even notice.
     ...when you hyperventilate at the sight of an old cemetery.
     ...if you'd rather browse in a cemetery than a shopping mall.
     ...when you think every home should have a microfilm reader.
     ...if you'd rather read census schedules than a good book.
     ...when you know every town clerk in your state by name.
     ...if town clerks lock the doors when they see you coming.
     ...when you're more interested in what happened in 1697 than 1997.
     ...if you store your clothes uder the bed and your closet is carefully stacked with

 notebooks and journals.
     ...when Stewart, Taylor, and Rose are hosehold names, but you can't remember

what you call your dog.
     ...if you can pinpoint Harrietsham, Hawkhurst, and Kent on a map of England, 

but can't locate Topeka, Kansas.
*******************************************************************************************************
According to genealogist Jeanette Austin, the 1880 US Census index will be released to family 
history centers on compac disc. Soon to be delivered to all the family centers, this work 
importantly indexes "all" names. In other words, adults and children. Ha! At last, we can find 
someone.
*******************************************************************************************************
MILLER COUNTY (continued)      

Adam Lawrence may well be given the accolade of priority.  Even concerning this noted 
pioneer we can not speak with certainty although his name is associated by tradition with the 
earliest settlement on Red River and appears in many and disconnected sources. Such 
evidence as we have develops these facts about his life.  His place of birth is unknown but it 
probably was North Carolina; he married in that state. His wife, by legend, was  a bearer of 
dispatches at the Battle of the Cowpens and was wounded there.  When and by what route 
he drifted across the Mississippi  remains unknown; probably through Tennessee and then 
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into Arkansas as did so many others.  Beyond question he was a resident of Lawrence 
County, Missouri Territory (later Arkansas) in 1815.  This we know from the list of tax 
delinquents for 1816  on which he is cited along with Levi Davis, Taylor Polk and Edward, 
Isaiah  and Abram Wiley, all of whom were afterward associated with early hunters and 
trappers on Red River.  Apparently Lawrence and his neighbors left the White River area late 
in 1815 or early in 1816 but whether they went directly to the mouth of the Kiamichi must 
remain unknown.  Evidence suggests that Lawrence  lived for a year or two - say from 1816 
until late in `1817 - at the mouth of Mulberry Creek on  the Arkansas.  It is known definitely 
that one of his daughters, Nancy, married William Stiles, junior, there. Other information 
leads to the conjecture that Lawrence himself, if not his family, left Arkansas for Red River in 
1815.  For in Milam's REGISTRO, James Walters ( a later settler) stated that he "settled his 
land at the place known as  Adam Lawrence's in 1815." In an old bill of sale, however, made 
by James J. Ward, Jr. to Samuel Worthington, it is set forth, “that a certain improvement 
situated on the south bank of Red River above a point opposite the mouth of the Kiamichi 
known by the name of Mound Prairie which improvement was made by Adam Lawrence  in 
the year of our Lord 1818 and sold by him to Jesse Shelton” was the land in question. Two 
separate parcels of land are mentioned in the various sources.  This much can be concluded: 
Lawrence was living at he mouth of the Kiamichi in 1818; he may have built a camp there as 
early as 1815.  Further proof of Lawrence's presence and peril on Red River is furnished by an 
extract from a letter published in the Arkansas Gazette, Feb. 26, 1820:  In the year 1818, a 
band of Osages came to the house of Mr. Adam Lawrence near the mouth of the Kiamisba, 
and robbed it of the clothing and many other things, and left a respectable family in a 
deplorable condition, in a wilderness and frontier country.

Among the other early settlers opposite the mouth of the Kiamichi were Caleb 
Greenwood and Philip Henson.  Thomas Ragsdale who with his father, William Ragsdale(the 
Ragsdales arrived in 1818), was one of the first settlers in the Kiamichi sector recalled in later 
years that Greenwood and his sons located at Jonesborough (used in a general sense for the 
area opposite the mouth of Clear Creek) in 1817 or 1818.  The unidentified writer of a "Visit 
through Texas in 1817"  says: "In 1818 I visited what was then known as Jonesboro ... and 
there was also a settlement of four or five families, old man Greenwood and his sons and 
sons in law, Lawrence and Henson".  In addition to the Lawrences and Greenwoods should 
be listed Mansel Mason and sons, William Hensley, William Rabb and sons, William ("Cow") 
Cooper and Ambrose Hudgens who arrived  in the Kiamichi region by the summer of 1818. 
John Chumley seems able also to lay claim to be  counted in this group.  Concerning the elder 
Mason we know nothing, but Mansel Manson, Jr. was a brother-in-law of Adam Lawrence, 
Jr., Andrew Rabb and John Roberts, each marrying a daughter of William Ragsdale.  William 
Hensley and Phillip Henson are frequently confused because of the similarity of their names; 
a confusion rather confounded by their penchants for getting themselves involved in petty 
litigation’s with their  neighbors; an expensive eccentricity, it would seem, in the light of the 
fact that they were obliged to carry suits to the county site of Hempstead County, Arkansas 
Territory, for trial.   Each remained in the county for a number of years; both affixed their 
names to the Miller County petition of 1825.  William Rabb, of Pennsylvania Dutch 
extraction, moved to the Red River area in 1818 and moved across to Jonesborough in 1820. 
He was accompanied to Clear Creek by his daughter, Rachel, already married to Joseph 
Newman; and by his sons: Andrew, who married a  daughter of William Ragsdale after his 
arrival on the river; John, who married Mary Crownover, daughter. of John Crownover, in 
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1820; and Thomas, unmarried.  The Rabbs, the Crownovers and Joseph N. Mewman 
immigrated to south Texas before October, 1823.  William Cooper was a noted Indian fighter 
and mustang hunter, whose exploits in these two fields of endeavor became legendary, both 
in north and south Texas.

While these "squatters" were establishing themselves opposite the mouth of the 
Kiamichi, the Clear Creek settlement was set up by recent arrivals from Missouri.  Here we 
are upon precarious ground so far as the sources are concerned.  The subsequent 
extermination of Miller County by an Indian treaty  rendered invalid the land claims of the 
settlers and the loss of the county records in a fire destroyed any possibility of accurately 
fixing the identity of the pioneers and the date of their arrival.. Such information as we have 
must be suspect based as it is upon conjecture rather than documents.  As we have seen 
among the early settlers at the mouth of Clear Creek were William Scritchfield, Wyatt 
Anderson, Jonathan Anderson, Joshua Anderson and James Thompson, who were living 
there in June, 1817. 

We are safe in assuming that the signers of the petition giving the account of the 
Indian attack on this group were likewise residents of the same locality.  Thus we can extend 
our list to include the names of Bailey Anderson, Walter Pool, William G.Buckles(is this not 
an error of transcript for Charles Burkham?), Thomas Williams, George and Alex Wetmore, 
and Christopher Anthony.  Burkham, it is certain had settled on the river in July, 1816, but 
rather nearer Pecan Point than Clear Creek. Cornelius Martin, tradition says, was an associate 
of Burkham at Pecan Point, and Walter Pool, it is known, was living there as early as Sept.
1816. George W. Wright’s harsh choreography has Jonathan “Coachman" as a settler at Pecan 
Point when his father, Claiborne Wright, arrived there in 1816; it well may be that the weird 
writing should be interpreted as Jonathan Anderson. An addition to the Clear Creek 
settlement in 1818 was Joseph Inglish; at any rate he was a victim of Indian robbery in 1818--
conceivably he may have located on Clear Creek the previous year.(Footnote 11: At the risk 
of arousing the ire of patriotic fellow Texans, it is only fair for me to observe that a settler at 
Pecan Point was as likely to have been living on the north side of Red River in 1816 as on the 
south side. The term was not used exclusively to denote a locality in Texas until after 1820.)  

No other settlement made on Red River prior to 1820 bulks large in the sources than 
Pecan Point.  George and Alex Wetmore, as we have seen, selected the place as an 
advantageous site for a trading house in June, 1815. Later they were joined by William 
Mabbitt, another Indian trader (the date of his arrival is uncertain, although it was before 
Sept. 1816.), and by Charles Burkham, who first settled there in the summer of 1816. The 
most noted of the early pioneers to locate at Pecan Point, however, was Claibrone Wright. 
There are many sources of information for Wright.
   On 5 March, 1816, he his wife, three sons, two daughters and a slave girl embarked 
upon the keel-boat, Pioneer, at the mouth of the Clear Fork of the Cumberland in Smith 
County, Tennessee.  Six months to a day elapsed before he terminated his long journey at 
Pecan Point.  The story of the long voyage by the way of the Cumberland, Ohio, Mississippi 
and Red Rivers, too lengthy to be detailed here, is a thrilling episode in the conquest of the 
frontier.  Sept. 5, after much toil, sickness and loss of cargo by Indian robbery, he brought the 
Pioneer to anchor at the mouth of Pecan Bayou.  Not too soon, for a few days later his boat 
sank, carrying to the bottom of the river a part of the cargo saved from the Indians. But 
fortunately Wright was not alone in the wilderness; he found before him the Wetmores, 
Mabbitt, Burkham, Pool and Jonathan Anderson.  In the spring of 1817, he was joined by two 
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nephews, John H. and Willey Fowler, who had ridden across Arkansas, accompanied by 
Wright's oldest son, Travis.

The story of those early days has been so well told by George Wright (who as a boy of 
six accompanied his father to Pecan Point) that one can not forbear quotations: Buffalo was 
plenty all along the river in all the praries...there was not settlement that (I) can Recollect 
until we reached Pecan Point where there was an Indian trader and some two or three white 
families just arrive in the country but had Raised no corn no meat only wild meat...I think I 
have seen as many as five fine deer shot down and slain in the yard in one morning...if a 
buffalo was wanted it could always be killed and delivered at the camp or house the same 
day and if we wanted fat meat  all that we had to do was to call Capt. Burkhams dogs and 
could kill a fine bear at any time to season the lean meats with the skins off the game that 
gave meat furnished an abundant supply of Coffee and we could go to the woods and find 
and cut a big tree and get enough honey to answer for sweetening for the family.
◊ Footnote 12: An unsigned account of the Wrights' arrival at Pecan Point found in the 

George Travis Wright Papers, Paris Texas.  It is in the handwriting of George W. Wright, 
which, if once seen can never be mistaken)

The years 1817 and 1818 witnessed accessions to each of the three settlements on Red 
River.  A good authority makes the statement that fifty families had reached the valley by the 
fall of 1818.
◊ Footnote 13: "A visit throughout Texas in 1817" in the Wright Papers.  This account is by 

an unidentified traveler; but internal evidence supports the conclusion that he was either 
Travis G. Wright or John H. Fowler.  These men (cousins, it will be remembered) came to 
Pecan Point in February of 1817.) While it is not possible to make a complete list of these 
avant-couriers, a comparison of the names of land applicants to be found in Registrode las 
Familias introducidas par el Cuidadano Benjamin R.Milam and in the Record of the Board 
of Land Commissioners. (Transcribed)., Red River County, Texas, with other fragmentary 
data, will furnish as definitive a roster as is now available.  The list is submitted here with 
the hope that in time others of the pioneers can be identified and their names added. (The 
lists of 1815 and 1816 were printed in the January Newsletter. JM) 1817:  

◊ Footnote 14.  David Clapp, wife, Elizabeth(nee Lawrence), and infant son, William, 
arrived 6 Jan 1817, from Tennesee. REGISTRO. Crossed to south bank of river in March, 
1820. RBLC. If, as I suspect, Clapp was a son-in-law of Adam or George Lawrence, this is 
a documentary clue to the actual date of the arrival of the Lawrences on the river. 

◊ Footnote 15. Jesse Morin, a boy of fifteen, arrived Feb 9, 1817, from Tennessee. 
REGISTRO. Possibly his father was named Samuel Morin; at least a person by that name 
signed the "Petition...to the President of the United States," Bureau of Rolls, Office of the 
Secretary of State, July 1825. 

◊ Footnote 16.  Henry  Stout and wife, Polly (nee Talbert), arrived May 15, 1817, a native of 
Illinois. REGISTRO.  South located on the subsequent site of Clarksville, Texas, He was a 
mighty hunter, whose connection with the Red River area lasted for nearly seventy years. 

TO BE CONTINUED: 
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