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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting will be  

Editor: Nancy Matthews March 15, 2020 

  

 
 
VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR, ISSUE NUMBER THREE               MARCH 2020 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS:  
The February Meeting was held in the Round 

Room at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library on February 16, 2020. 

 We had a Round Table discussion. We 

were looking for ideas and suggestions for 

upcoming meetings. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for March was 

held on March 7, 2020 in the Shakespeare 

Room of the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library. 

1. Beginning Genealogy Class 

2. RootsTech 

3. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be April 19, 2020. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MARCH MEETING: The March Meeting 

will be held in the Round Room at the 

Jonesboro Craighead County Public Library 

on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 

 Nancy Matthews will be our speaker. 

The topic is Female Ancestors.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Beginning Genealogy: Our next 

Beginning Genealogy class will be held on 

March 28, 2020 in the Genealogy Area 

Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library 

from 10:00 to 3:00. There is a $25 charge for 

the class. You will receive a book plus 

additional handouts. There will be a two-hour 

session with a break for lunch followed by a 

second two-hour session. Please contact 

Nancy Matthews – 870-219-0535 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From: NGS Monthly - February 2020 

 

Last year, we announced the upcoming 

merger between the National Genealogical 

Society (NGS) and the Federation of 

Genealogical Societies (FGS). To keep the 

members up-to-date on the merger’s progress, 

and to give members a place for questions and 

suggestions about the merger, NGS and FGS 

have launched a new blog: The Gathering 

Place https://ngsmergefgs.blogspot.com/. 

Subscribe to stay informed as the two 

organizations work to become one. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

ROOTSTECH: If you missed being able 

to watch any of the Free Live Streaming 

lectures during the RootsTech Conference, 

don’t be disappointed. You can still see them. 

 

Go to www.rootstech.org. Now look across 

the top of the page and click on “Video 

Archive.” You get a dropdown menu, click on 

“Free Video Archive.” You can now choose 

to watch any of the free sessions from 2015 

through 2020. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
https://ngsmergefgs.blogspot.com/
http://www.rootstech.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Greene County Historical & 
Genealogy Society 

Heritage Fair 
 

March 14, 2020 

Paragould Community Center, 3404 Linwood Drive 

Speakers: Curt Fields, Debbie Atchley & David Rice 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tennessee Genealogical Society Spring Seminar 
 

April 3 & 4, 2020 

Speakers: J. Mark Lowe & Kim Richardson 

  

Additional information http://www.tngs.org/event-3656778. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Genealogy Night Lock-In 
 

(15th Summer Edition) 
Saturday, July 18, 2020 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

October 16 & 17, 2020 

Speakers - Friday: TBA - Saturday: Lisa Louise Cooke 

 

Additional information http://www.agsgenealogy.org/  

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

http://www.tngs.org/event-3656778
http://www.agsgenealogy.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3 Things to Know About Ancestry’s Hints 
BY AMY JOHNSON CROW | JANUARY 23, 2020  

Ancestry’s hints — those shaky leaves that pop up — can be useful to our genealogy research. However, 

there are some limits to them that can really trip up researchers. Here’s what you need to know to avoid 

the pitfalls of Ancestry’s hints. 

 

1. Ancestry Does Not Give Hints From All Record Collections 
Ancestry lists more than 32,000 collections in its Card Catalog. However, you won’t receive hints from 

all of them. Per Ancestry’s support article on hints: 

“…hints are meant to provide basic information from our most-viewed records.” 

When I worked at Ancestry, I was told that hints covered the top 10% of collections. I don’t know if that 

exact percentage is still true, but I suspect it’s close. 

So even if you “run out” of hints for someone, Ancestry could still have lots of records pertaining 

to that person; they just don’t show up as hints. You’ll have to do a search. 

In addition, some collections, such as the US Probate Collection, give much better results when you 

search them directly. 

 

2. Hints Are Not Necessarily Correct 
Here’s where labels can mess us up. When we think of a hint, we think of something factual that leads us 

to the right conclusion. Think about when a friend has teased you about getting you a gift that you can’t 

open yet. 

Your friend: I got you a gift. 

You: Really?! Tell me what it is! 

Your friend: I’m not going to tell you, but I’ll give you a hint. 

You’re expecting your friend to tell you something truthful about the present she got for you. 

Unfortunately, Ancestry’s hints don’t always work that way. 

Consider the hint I received for my 3rd-great-grandfather John Starkey: 

 However, I’ve already found my John Starkey in the 1850 census, not in Monongalia County, 

Virginia, but several hundred miles away in Perry County, Ohio, where he had been living since the late 

1820s. Yes, people can be listed on the census twice and I did look at the one in Monongalia County. The 

birthplace was correct, the age was approximately right, the wife’s first name was correct, but the kids 

weren’t even close. Unless my John had a “second family” in a different state at the same time (and in a 

completely different place that I have ever seen him before), this is not my John Starkey. 

The hints from other family trees definitely need to be reviewed for accuracy. Take them as 

clues. Don’t just hit “accept” on everything you see. (In fact, I never hit “accept” based on a family 

tree. I’ll look at the tree, make a few notes if something seems promising, but I don’t accept the hint or 

attach it to my tree.) 

 

3. You Won’t See All Hints at Once 
Ancestry doesn’t show all hints for all people all at once. It would be easy to be overwhelmed by hints if 

they did. (It can be overwhelming enough as it is!) If you aren’t seeing “new” hints for a part of the 

https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/author/amy/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/truth-ancestrys-hints/
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/ka215000000MTPtAAO/Ancestry-Hints-1460091979344-3686
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family you haven’t worked on in awhile, go do some activity in that part of the tree. Add some facts, 

attach a record — do something. That will tell Ancestry that your interest now is in that part of the family 

tree and will jumpstart the hinting for those people. 

 

The Bottom Line 
Ancestry’s hints can be useful. I’ve found numerous records by following them. However, hints are not 

the “end all and be all” of researching — not even researching on Ancestry. We can get better use 

out of them when we realize what their limitations are and work with them accordingly. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Year-End Report for 2019: 

 

PUBLICATIONS - WEBSITE - FACEBOOK 
 

2019 
 
 We have had another fantastic year. All aspects of the Society have grown. Our best-selling book 
continues to be our beginners book Walking Through Your Past. All of our books and materials are 
available as print-on-demand.  
 
 Our GSCCA Website was place online on August 12, 2001. Since that time, the Website has had 
368,786 visitors. There are links to all of our indexes, publications and past newsletters. 
 

The 2019 Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index book has also been completed. It will sell for $15. A 
copy of this book will be presented to the Craighead County Jonesboro Public Library. 
 

Our online Index of Obituaries from the Jonesboro Sun goes from 1885 through today, January 
19, 2019. The Index was added to our Website on February 28, 2002 and as of this morning, has been 
accessed 685,776 times. The library receives daily requests for obituaries. Most of these requests also 
include the information from our index. 

 
For more than 10 years Sarah Dacus has sent me the list of obituaries daily. I compare her list 

and my list and add them to Obituary Index. I have also been adding articles or a police report dealing 
with murders or traffic accidents. Occasionally, there is not an obituary and this is the only reference to 
a death.  

 
Last fall, it came to my attention that there were obituaries of some Craighead County residents that 
were only posted on the funeral home websites. I have gone back through the listings that each of these 
funeral homes have and added names we did not have to our Obituary Index. The funeral homes that 
have been included are:  

Bryan FH - Hoxie, Arkansas 

 Cox FH - Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 

 Emerson FH - Jonesboro, Arkansas 

 Faith FH - Jonesboro, Arkansas 

 Gregg FH - Monette, Arkansas 

 Gregg-Langford Bookout FH - Jonesboro, Arkansas 

 Gregg-Weston FH - Harrisburg, Arkansas 

 House-Gregg FH - Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 
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 Roller-Farmers Union FH - Jonesboro, Arkansas 

 Thompson FH - Trumann, Arkansas 

 Woodard FH - Jonesboro, Arkansas 

 
The 2019 obituaries are in the process of being incorporated into the alphabetical listing. If you 

have any difficulty viewing a page, you need to refresh your browser. That should take care of any 
problems.  

 
 Our Facebook Page has also grown. We now have 760 “Likes”. That includes 15 new likes this 
past week. To get to the page, you can go to Facebook.com and type GSCCA into the search box. When 
you get there, be sure to click on “LIKE.”. Gail Lies, Laura Rooks, Jan Beasley and I post items of interest 
to share with others. 
 
 About two-thirds of our membership receives our newsletter, The Brickwall Gazette, by e-mail. 
The benefits of e-mail are that you get your newsletter 2 to 3 days before anyone else and the images 
and fonts that are in color are displayed in color. In addition, with the cost of postage and printing 
continuing to rise, this makes it possible to keep our dues down. Please consider this option. 

 
Nancy Matthews 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Gail Lies 

Vice President - Karen Cook  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Irene Goble & Lynn Dowdy 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

764 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

  
Genealogy Lock-In 

15th Summer Edition - July 18, 2020 

 

 
Melinda Dawson 
Merle Norman Studios  

2200 Grecian Lane 

Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992  

870-239-8582 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/

