
 

1 

 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 
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VOLUME NUMBER NINETEEN, ISSUE NUMBER THREE                               MARCH 2015 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our 

February meeting was held on February 15, 

2015 at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library. Gail Lies was our speaker. 

She did a presentation about “What I Learned 

from Tax Records.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for March was 

to be held on March 7, 2015. However due to 

inclement weather it was postponed until 

March 14, 2015 

1. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be March 14, 2015 with the April 

meeting on April 11, 2015. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MARCH MEETING: Due to a scheduling 

conflict, the March Meeting will be held on 

March 22, 2015. Our Speaker will be Nan 

Snider and her topic will be: “Passing It 

Along.”   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

  I never knew that! 

 

'A SHOT OF WHISKEY' 
In the old west a .45 cartridge for a six-gun cost 

12 cents, so did a glass of whiskey. If a cowhand 

was low on cash he would often give the 

bartender a cartridge in exchange for a drink. This 

became known as a "shot" of whiskey. 

 

THE WHOLE NINE YARDS 

American fighter planes in WW2 had machine 

guns that were fed by a belt of cartridges. The 

average plane held belts that were 27 feet (9 

yards) long. If the pilot used up all his ammo he 

was said to have given it the whole nine yards. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A New Genealogy Website 

 
 

Are you looking for a genealogy book? More 

than 40,000 digital genealogy books now 

fully searchable and downloadable for free at  

www.GenGophers.com. The new 

GenGophers web site searches genealogy 

books and only genealogy books, looking 

for the information you specify. Best of all, 

the site is available to all free of charge. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Marriage Ceremony 

 

from: Osceola times 3 October 1903, page 1 

Some years ago a man in Alabama lost 

a dearly loved wife, and expressed his grief in 

these words, inscribed on her tombstone: 

"The light of mine eyes hath gone out." 

Within a year he married again. A friend of 

Bishop Wilmer, walking with him in the 

graveyard, asked what he thought of the 

propriety of the words since the new nuptials. 

"I think," said the Bishop, "the words ‘ But I 

have struck another match’ should be added." 

-- Saturday Evening Post. 

 

 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

http://www.gengophers.com/
http://gengophers.com/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

10 Fun Facts about Ellis Island You Might Not Know 
 
Posted In Architecture, Guides, New York 

by michelle young 

1. Ellis Island used to be privately owned 

The owner of Ellis Island, which he called Oyster Island, was Samuel Ellis. In 1785, he tried to 

sell it and even advertised it as a “pleasant situated island” in Loudon’s New York-Packet but 

there were no bites. The city leased the island for military purposes starting in 1794, upon the 

death of Ellis and buys it from the family in 1808 for $10,000. 

2. Pirates were hung on Ellis Island 

In the 1760s, Ellis Island was called Gibbet Island due to the pirate executions that took place 

there. A gibbet is the post from which the condemned were hung. According to Edgecombe, the 

pirates were left after their hanging as a warning to others. 

3. There was once a bar for fisherman on the island 

Before the island came under government jurisdiction, there wasn’t much on the 

island. But there was a bar and restaurant for fishermen, according to Edgecombe. 

4. Ellis Island is 

mostly man-made 

The original part of the 

island is smaller than 

the size of the 

Immigration 

Inspection Building. 

Ship ballast and 

excavation from the 

construction of the 

subways increased 

through landfill the 

size of Ellis Island by 

6 acres. In total, 90% 

of Ellis Island is man-

made. 

http://untappedcities.com/2014/12/11/10-fun-facts-about-ellis-island-you-might-not-know/
http://untappedcities.com/category/architecture/
http://untappedcities.com/category/guides/
http://untappedcities.com/category/globe/new-york/
http://untappedcities.com/author/michelle-young
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/gibbet
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5. Half of Ellis Island is abandoned 

The hospital complex on the south side of Ellis Island was once one of the most advanced in the 

world. So advanced that some of the city’s wealthiest families wanted to be treated there but 

were rejected since the hospital was a public health initiative, not for private clients. See photos 

from the 2014 JR art installation, Unframed Ellis Island, inside the hospitals. 

6. Ellis Island is half in New York and half in New Jersey 

The borders of Ellis Island have been contested since the early 1800s, coming to a final head in a 

Supreme Court case in 1998. There it was ruled that the areas constructed by landfill after 1834 

belonged to New Jersey, this includes the entire abandoned side. This decision means that some 

buildings are both in New York and New Jersey so in practice the two states share jurisdiction. 

The island is federal property however, and the US government is responsible fiscally and for 

maintenance. 

7. Ellis Island was a fort during the War of 1812 

After the island was sold by the Ellis family, the US government proceeded to fortify it and had a 

role in various wars. First, a twenty-gun battery, magazine, and barracks were built after 

acquisition in 1808, known as Fort Gibson. During the War of 1812, the island served as a 

garrison and POW camp. By 1861, the fort was decommissioned and replaced with a naval 

magazine. During the Civil War, it served as an ammunition supply depot. 

8. There used to be a waterway between the hospital complexes 

On the southside of the island, there are two rows of hospital complexes surrounded by a large 

field. The field was originally a waterway that was filled in during the 1920s and landscaped in 

the 1930s, part of the New Deal. 

9. In terms of taxes, Ellis Island is part of Manhattan 

Ellis Island’s tax number is Manhattan Block 1, Lot 201. New Jersey also assigned its portion a 

tax number. 

10. All of the corners in the hospital complex are rounded 

The latest theories in healthcare were implemented at the south side hospitals. It was thought at 

the time that corners harbored disease, so all the corners are rounded. The hallways of the 

hospital, with curved walls, were designed by Florence Nightingale. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

http://untappedcities.com/2014/03/24/abandoned-southside-hospitals-on-ellis-island-one-of-the-largest-public-health-undertakings-in-us-history/
http://untappedcities.com/2014/12/10/photographs-of-artist-jrs-work-save-ellis-island-in-abandoned-southside-hospitals/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

D. Joshua Taylor 
 

Two upcoming opportunities to see and hear D. Joshua Taylor 

www.djoshuataylor.com/  

 

Joshua is a nationally known and recognized genealogical author, 

lecturer, and researcher and a frequent speaker at family history events 

across the globe. Active in the genealogical community, Joshua is the 

current President for the Federation of Genealogical Societies. At the 

present time Joshua can be seen taking America through their past as a 

host on the popular PBS series Genealogy Roadshow. 

 

October 2-3, 2015 -  Arkansas Genealogical Society - Benton, Arkansas - 

www.agsgenealogy.org/.  Watch for additional information. 

 

November 7, 2015 - Tennessee Genealogical Society - Germantown, Tennessee - Make your 

reservations now. Go to www.tngs.org/, click on Bookstore and click on Seminar. Registration is 

at the bottom of the page. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Osceola times, Saturday, October 4, 1902, page 1 

They are Passing. 
  

Take a walk through any of the cemeteries throughout the country and you will believe with us 

that fools are slowly but surely passing away. 
 With silent tread you pass the last resting place of the individual who blew in an empty gun. 
  The modest tombstone of the hired girl who lighted the fire with kerosene and the grass covered 

mound that covers the mortal remains of a boy who took a mule by the tail. 
  The tall monument of the man who didn’t know it was loaded overshadows the dugout of the man 

who jumped off the cars to save a ten rod walk. 
  Side-by-side lie the remains of the ethereal creature who always kept her corset laced up to last 

hole and the intellectual idiot that rode a bicycle 9 miles and 10 minutes. 
  Here reposes the young docto who took a dose of his own medicine, and the old fool who married 

a young wife. 
  Right over yonder in the northwest corner, where the gentle breezes sigh through the weeping 

willows, lies the fellow who told his mother-in-law she lied. 
  Down there in the Potters Field with his feet sticking out to the rude blast of winter, and the 

blistering rays of summer sun, is stretched all the earthly remains of the misguided regulator who tried to 

lick the editor while the broken bones of the man who wouldn’t pay for his paper are piled up in the fence 

corner. 
  Nearby, his grave unmarked, reposes the moldering dust of the editor who starved to death trying 

to run a first-class paper in a second class town. 
  Over by the entrance reposes the boy who went swimming too early in the season, and the lady 

who kept strychnine and baking powder side-by-side in the cupboard. 

 

http://www.djoshuataylor.com/
http://www.fgs.org/
http://www.pbs.org/genealogy-roadshow/home/
http://www.agsgenealogy.org/
http://www.tngs.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES 

 
Page 57 
 
NAME  PT / SEC  SEC  TWP  RNG  ACRES  VALUE 

 

I. B. Kirtland S1/2-SW 27 14 4 80 $     80.00 

Same -E1/2 27 14 4 320 $   220.00 

Elizabeth Bosom N1/2-NW 27 14 4 80 $   120.00 

Thos. Stephens N1/2-SW 27 14 4 80 $   160.00 

T. D. Culberhouse S1/2-NW 27 14 4 80 $   300.00 

 

H. W. Pahines -SW 28 14 4 160 $   160.00 

Railroad -NE 28 14 4 160 $   160.00 

Jane D. Gailey -NW 28 14 4 160 $   450.00 

T. D. Culberhouse -SE 28 14 4 160 $   160.00 

 

Mrs. Elizabeth Spencer N1/2-NW 29 14 4 80 $   250.00 

J. D. Hillis -SE 29 14 4 160 $   300.00 

Emmaline Oslege -NE 29 14 4 160 $   250.00 

T. D. Culberhouse E1/2-SW 29 14 4 80 $   600.00 

Same Pt NW-SW 29 14 4 12 $     50.00 

F. Higginbotham -Pt SW 29 14 4 68 $   120.00 

James Gowen EPt S1/2-NW 29 14 4 50 $   100.00 

D. H. Thorn Pt S1/2-NW 29 14 4 30 $     30.00 

 

T. D. Culberhouse -NW 30 14 4 160 $   800.00 

Same -SW 30 14 4 160 $   700.00 

T. J. Mattix W1/2-SE 30 14 4 80 $   400.00 

D. C. Hays -NE 30 14 4 160 $   160.00 

F. Higginbotham E1/2-SE 30 14 4 80 $1,000.00 

 

Joel Miller N1/2-SE 31 14 4 80 $   400.00 

D. H. Thorn -SW 31 14 4 160 $   500.00 

Samuel Hannah -NW 31 14 4 160 $   500.00 

James F. Cross S1/2-NE 31 14 4 80 $   160.00 

W. F. Benjamin SW-SE 31 14 4 40 $   200.00 

F. Higginbotham N1/2-NE 31 14 4 80 $   240.00 

J. M. Carter SE-SE 31 14 4 40 $   300.00 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

March 2015 --  
      March 14 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Lib 

      March 22 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

April 2015 --  
      April 11 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Lib 

      April 19 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

May 2015 --  

      May 9 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      May 13-16 - NGS Seminar - St. Charles, Missouri 

      May 31 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CORPORATE MEMBERS: 

      

     

 

 
                  870-935-1397                                                     315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

                                                                    870-935-5133 

 

 

 

 

 

                Fat City Steak & Grillhouse                                   

                1741 Airport Road                                                  Arphax Publishing 

                  (Corner of Airport Road & Hwy 49)                              HistoryGeo.com 

                  Jonesboro, AR                                                                330 W. Gray Street, Suite 410 

     Norman, OK 73069  

     vboyd@arphax.com  

     FAX #: 405-366-8184 

     405-366-6181 

 

 

 

 

 

      Merle Norman Studios 

      2200 Grecian Lane 

      Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992 

mailto:vboyd@arphax.com

