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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 March 18, 2012 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER SIXTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER THREE                               MARCH 2012 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our 

February Meeting was about the 1940 Census 

and our speaker was Nancy Matthews. Get 

ready!! April 2, 1930 at 9:00 a.m. EDT the 

1940 Census will be released to the public. It 

will be made available immediately on the 

National Archives Website 

http://1940census.archives.gov/.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for March was 

held on March 10, 2012. 

1. Member Only Benefits 

2. Ideas for our 2013 Calendar 

3. Beginners Class 

4. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be April 7, 2012 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MARCH MEETING: The March 

Meeting will be held on March 18, 2012. Our 

speaker will be Nancy Matthews and the 

Topic will be Elusive Grandmothers. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

April 2 & 3 at the Jonesboro Library from 

6:00 to 8:00. Please contact Nancy Matthews 

– 870-219-0535 nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

NEW MEMBER ONLY BENEFIT: We 

have a new Member Only Benefit. We will be 

recording several of our meetings. Members 

that are unable to attend the meeting will still 

be able to get the MP3 recording of the 

meeting. All you have to do is send an e-mail 

request to gscca@suddenlink.net or a written 

request to GSCCA, P.O. Box 844, Jonesboro, 

AR 72403. You will receive the MP3 by e-

mail or CD by mail.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THEME for 2013 Calendar: We are looking 

for ideas for a theme for our 2013 Calendar. 

Please send us your ideas at 

gscca@suddenlink.net.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2012 CALENDARS: Thank you to 

everyone that contributed pictures Craighead 

County Families for our 2012 Calendar.  

 
Calendars will be available at the meeting on 

Sunday, March 18, 2012. They are $5 each. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

http://1940census.archives.gov/
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

March 2012 --  

      March 18 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

      March 24 - Central Arkansas Genealogical & Historical Society Spring Workshop  

Place: Darragh Center, Central Arkansas Library, 100 Rock St, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Speaker: Patricia Walls Stamm 

 

April 2012 --  

      April 2 - Release of the 1940 Census to the public 

      April 7 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      April 15 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

May 2012 --  

      May 1-31 - Arkansas Heritage Month 

      May 12 - Executive Board Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Civic League Room - Jonesboro Library 

      May 20 - Society General Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Round Room - Jonesboro Library 

 

Do you know about any Upcoming Events that would be of interest to fellow genealogists? If 

you have an event you would like posted, please contact me, Nancy Matthews 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net and I will add it to the list. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 

We need your help. What are some topics that you would like to see in Upcoming Programs? 

Our goal is to present topics and speakers that are timely to our members. Please let us know 

your ideas - gscca@suddenlink.net. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1940 Census Research 
 

Are you ready? Do you have your list of those you want to find in 1940? You should already 

know that on April 2, 2012 the 1940 Census will be released to the public. It will be located on 

the National Archives Website http://1940census.archives.gov/. Until an index is completed you 

will need to know the enumeration district for the person you are researching. Go to our Society 

Website www.gscca.net and follow the links for the 1940 Craighead County Census. There are 

links to several materials and Websites to help you get started with your research.  

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
http://1940census.archives.gov/
http://www.gscca.net/


 

3 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Famous quotes related to genealogy and family history, including humorous quotes, inspirational 

quotes and other quotations related to our interest in the past.  

 "Why waste your money looking up your family tree? Just go into politics and your opponents will do it for you." 

-- Mark Twain            

  

 "In all of us there is a hunger, marrow deep, to know our heritage - to know who we are and where we came 

from. Without this enriching knowledge, there is a hollow yearning. No matter what our attainments in life, there 

is still a vacuum, an emptiness, and the most disquieting loneliness." -- Alex Haley, Roots    

  

 "If you would not be forgotten, as soon as you are dead and rotten; Either write things worthy of reading, or do 

things worthy of writing." -- Benjamin Franklin, May 1738       

  

 "There are only two lasting bequests we can give our children - one is roots, and the other, wings." -- Hodding S. 

Carter             
  

 "When a society or a civilization perishes, one condition can always be found. They forgot where they came 

from." -- Carle Sandburg           

  

 "I don't know who my grandfather was, I am much more concerned to know what his grandson will be." -- 

Abraham Lincoln            
  

 You live as long as you are remembered. -- Russian proverb       

    

 "Those who forget their past are destined to repeat it." -- Robert A. Heinlein      

     

 "We are the children of many sires, and every drop of blood in us in its turn ... betrays its ancestor." -- Ralph 

Waldo Emerson            
  

 "People will not look forward to posterity who never look backward to their ancestors." -- Edmund Burke  

  

 "Everyone has ancestors and it is only a question of going back far enough to find a good one." -- Howard 

Kenneth Nixon            
        

 "It is a desirable thing to be well-descended, but the glory belongs to our ancestors." -- Plutarch   

        

 "He who has no fools, knaves, or beggars in his family was begot by a flash of lightning." -- Old English 

proverb             
       

 "If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you may as well make it dance." -- George Bernard Shaw   

        

 "There is no king who has not had a slave among his ancestors, and no slave who has not had a king among his." 

-- Helen Keller            

        

 "Family faces are magic mirrors. Looking at people who belong to us, we see the past, present and future." -- 

Gail Lumet Buckley            
        

 "Genealogy" Tracing yourself back to people better than you are." -- John Garland Pollard    

       

 "We've uncovered some embarrassing ancestors in the not-too-distant past. Some horse thieves, and some people 

killed on Saturday nights. One of my relatives, unfortunately, was even in the newspaper business." -- Jimmy 

Carter              

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

March 1, 1781 - Formal ratification of the Articles of Confederation was announced by 

Congress. Under the Articles, Congress was the sole governing body of the new American 

national government, consisting of the 13 original states. The Articles remained in effect through 

the Revolutionary War until 1789, when the current U.S. Constitution was adopted. 

March 10, 1880 - The Salvation Army was founded in the United States. The social service 

organization was first founded in England by William Booth and operates today in 90 countries. 

March 11, 1918 - The 'Spanish' influenza first reached America as 107 soldiers become sick at 

Fort Riley, Kansas. One quarter of the U.S. population eventually became ill from the deadly 

virus, resulting in 500,000 deaths. The death toll worldwide approached 22 million by the end of 

1920. 

March 22, 1972 - The Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was passed by the U.S. 

Senate and then sent to the states for ratification. The ERA, as it became known, prohibited 

discrimination on the basis of gender, stating, "Equality of rights under the law shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex," and that "the 

Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this 

article." Although 22 of the required 38 states quickly ratified the Amendment, opposition arose 

over concerns that women would be subject to the draft and combat duty, along with other legal 

concerns. The ERA eventually failed (by 3 states) to achieve ratification despite an extension of 

the deadline to June 1982.  

March 31, 1933 - The Civilian Conservation Corps, the CCC, was founded. Unemployed men 

and youths were organized into quasi-military formations and worked outdoors in national parks 

and forests.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women's History Month  
 

In 1987, Women's History Week became Women's History Month. Since then, March has 

been observed as a month-long tribute to women and their significant contributions in American 

history.  

Women have served the military since the Revolutionary War. While their roles were 

initially as nurses and laundresses, there are many noteworthy instances of women serving as 

spies, and as soldiers while disguised as men.  

Of course, since WWII, women have had a more active and official role within the 

military, both in war and peace. The Library of Congress dedicates a special page within its 

Veterans History Project profiling “Women of Four Wars.”  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/mar-articles-confed.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
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 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Susan B. Anthony - Susan B. Anthony was born February 15, 1820 in Adams, Massachusetts. 

She was brought up in a Quaker family with long activist traditions. Early in her life she 

developed a sense of justice and moral zeal. 

 After teaching for fifteen years, she became active in temperance. Because she was a 

woman, she was not allowed to speak at temperance rallies. This experience, and her 

acquaintance with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, led her to join the women's rights movement in 1852. 

Soon after, she dedicated her life to woman suffrage. 

Ignoring opposition and abuse, Anthony traveled, lectured, and canvassed across the 

nation for the vote. She also campaigned for the abolition of slavery, the right for women to own 

their own property and retain their earnings, and she advocated for women's labor organizations. 

In 1900, Anthony persuaded the University of Rochester to admit women. 

Anthony, who never married, was aggressive and compassionate by nature. She had a 

keen mind and a great ability to inspire. She remained active until her death on March 13, 1906. 

 

Clara Barton - was born on December 25, 1821 in Oxford, Massachusetts. From early childhood she  

had a great interest in the military, because her father would tell her stories of when he was a 

soldier.  

When Clara was eleven years old, her brother David was injured and she had to take care of 

him for two years straight. This gave her further practice for her occupation in the future.  

When she was 15, she began teaching, and taught until she was 33 years old in 1854. Then 

she moved to Washington D.C. In April 1861, the Sixth Massachusetts Regiment arrived in 

Washington D.C. and Clara rushed for supplies with which to care for them.  

At the Battle of Bull Run in the Civil War, Clara ran out of supplies and put an ad in a 

newspaper asking for donations. Needless to say, she received a lot of supplies and was very well 

off from that point forward.  

In 1862, Clara's permission was granted to travel where the ill soldiers were taken so she 

could further take care of them, and she did for the rest of the war.  

For four years after the war had ended, Clara participated in many groups. She first 

supervised a missing soldier search, and then for a while helped Susan B. Anthony with the 

suffrage movement. She also became a black rights activist.  

In 1869, Clara went vacationing in Europe, but instead found herself helping the International 

Red Cross. When she returned home in 1873, she returned with the Iron Cross of Merit from the 

German Emperor.  

The US didn't have a Red Cross like she had participated in while in Europe, so she decided 

to create it in the United States. In 1881, the National Society of the Red Cross was organized and 

she was able to build the headquarters a block from the White House in Washington D.C. with 

donated money from John D. Rockefeller. Since she founded it, she became its first president, 

and directed the Red Cross' activities for 23 years.  

In 1898, she traveled to Cuba with supplies and even spent six weeks in Galveston, Texas, 

helping with the flood control. However, in 1904, she resigned at 82 years old.  

Clara died in Glen Echo, Maryland, in 1912. Her body was shipped back and buried in 

Oxford, Massachusetts. She is now known as the "Angel of the Battlefield."  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

  

http://www.angelfire.com/anime2/100import/anthony.html
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2012 

Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Betty Woodall   Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President –    Corresponding Secretary – William Dunavin 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Patsy Penney 

Publicity – William Dunavin   Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Jan Beasley & Susie Grommet 

 


