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 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 
 
 This month’s meeting will be at the 

Editor: Nancy Matthews Jonesboro Craighead Public Library 

  

 March 21, 2010 

 
 

VOLUME NUMBER FOURTEEN, ISSUE NUMBER THREE                              MARCH 2010 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS: Our 

February Meeting was held on February 21, 

2010 at the Jonesboro Craighead Public 

Library. Our Speaker was Danny Honnoll. 

Danny told us about CCC Camps in Arkansas 

and primarily the Camp that was located in 

Jonesboro. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for February 

was held on March 16, 2010 

1. March Board Meeting 

2. Upcoming Events 

3. CD Lending Library  

4. The next Executive Board meeting 

will be April 10, 2010 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MARCH MEETING: The March 

Meeting will be held on March 21, 2010. Our 

speaker will be Jean Sales. Her topic will be: 

What I Wish I’d Known. A topic we can all 

indentify with. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: Do you 

have an interesting article that you would like 

to see in the newsletter? Maybe you have a 

success story that you would like share. Send 

Newsletter Articles to Nancy Matthews 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net. Deadline is the 

Sunday before the meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

BEGINNER’S CLASS: The next 

Beginning Genealogy Class is scheduled for 

April 5 & 6. The class is at the Jonesboro 

Library from 6:00 to 8:00. Please contact 

Nancy Matthews – 870-219-0535 – 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2011 CALENDARS: Our 2011 Calendar 

will feature pictures of business and industry 

in Craighead County. If you have a photo of a 

business you would like to share, please 

contact Nancy Matthews – 870-219-0535  

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MEMBERS ONLY ACCESS: We have 

several members that are having difficulty 

being able to access the page located at 

http://groups.google.com/group/gscca. Until 

the problem with access can be resolved,  I 

will not post anything new. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LENDING LIBRARY:  The Society has a 

number of lectures on CD. Each lecture is 

about an hour. Using these CDs we have set 

up a Lending Library. Any member may 

check out a CD. To check out the CDs there is 

a $10.00 refundable fee. You will also have 

access to syllabus pages for the lecture. To 

check out a CD you need to e-mail Judy Clark 

nimue@suddenlink.net and let her know 

which CD you would like to check out. She 

will then bring it to the meeting.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

March 27, 2010 – Cemetery Symposium II – Little Rock, Arkansas (see below) 

April 17, 2010 – Heritage Fair – Paragould, Arkansas 

 Hosted by the Greene County Historical & Genealogical Society 

 Paragould Community Center, 3404 Linwood Drive, Paragould, Arkansas 72450 

July 15, 2010 – Genealogy Night – 6 p.m. to Midnight. 

July 17, 2010 – Butler Center Genealogy Seminar Co-hosted by AGS – “The Genealogist’s  

 Camera” Presented by Desmond Walls Allen 

August 18-21, 2010 – FGS Conference – Knoxville, Tennessee 

 Co-Hosted by the East Tennessee Historical Society & the Kentucky Historical Society 

 On-line registration is now open http://www.fgs.org/2010conference/index.php  

November 5-6, 2010 – Arkansas Genealogy Society Fall Seminar  

Presented by Paula Stuart Warren – Little Rock, Arkansas 

 

Do you know about any Upcoming Events that would be of interest to fellow genealogists? I 

have added an Upcoming Events Page http://www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm to our Society 

Website. If you have an event you would like posted, please contact me, Nancy Matthews 

nlmatthews@suddenlink.net and I will add it to the list. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Cemetery Symposium II 
 

We’ve set up Cemetery Symposium II 

Date: Saturday, March 27th - 10 am until 4 pm 

Where: Mosaic Templars Cultural Center in Little Rock, 501 West 9th St., Little Rock 

(For details and directions, see http://www.mosaictemplarscenter.com/) 

Presenters: We’ve scheduled the ever-popular Skip Stewart-Abernathy, ground sonar 

 specialist Jami Lockhart, and erudite Don Ott, along with a couple of others 

Purpose: We want to explore the feasibility of forming a state-wide cemetery alliance.  

Lunch: There’s a McDonald’s and Wendy’s and other fast-food restaurants within a few 

 blocks. 

Cost: None – we’re after your ideas and participation. 

 

Please help spread this information to your friends and relatives. We want everyone to 

come who’s interested in preserving our Arkansas cemeteries.  

Call me, Desmond, at 501/470-1120 if you have questions or e-mail me, 

DesmondWallsAllen@gmail.com. 

 

See you there! 

Desmond Walls Allen 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.fgs.org/2010conference/index.php
http://www.gscca.net/upcoming.htm
mailto:nlmatthews@suddenlink.net
mailto:DesmondWallsAllen@gmail.com
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 The Federation of Genealogical Societies will 

host its annual conference August 18-21, 2010 at the 

Knoxville Convention Center in Knoxville, Tennessee.  

This year’s theme is “Rediscovering America’s First 

Frontier.”  Co-Sponsors for the event are the East 

Tennessee Historical Society and Kentucky Historical 

Society.   

 Speakers from across the United States will 

present lectures and workshops on topics of interest to 

genealogists and family historians.  Regardless of one’s 

level of experience, learning opportunities abound for 

those seeking to improve their research.  Topics include 

Tennessee & Kentucky research, research in other Southern States, researching ethnic groups 

including African Americans, Native Americans, and the Scots-Irish, methodology, resources, 

technology, DNA, land platting, and much more.  Wednesday’s workshops are part of the “Focus 

on Societies” day which ends with focus groups for different areas of society leadership. 

Meals are available for an additional cost.  Different organizations sponsor luncheons each day 

and attendees often select the one to attend based on the speaker or sponsoring group.  This 

year’s banquet will be held at the Museum of Appalachia in nearby Norris.  The fee includes bus 

transportation, the meal, and museum admission.  You do not need to be registered for the 

conference to purchase meal tickets.   

 The exhibit hall will be filled with booths displaying print and electronic publications, 

software, membership opportunities, and services.  Among the more popular items are books 

(new, used, and rare), magazines, journals, CDs, DVDs, maps, charts, databases, software, 

preservation supplies, and gift items.  The exhibit hall opens Thursday morning following the 

keynote address.  Extended hours are available Friday evening.  The exhibit hall is open to those 

who are not registered for the conference. 

  Complete information on the conference and secure online registration is available at the 

conference web site, http://www.fgs.org/2010conference/index.php.  Be sure to check the 

conference blog (http://www.fgsconferenceblog.org/) for regular updates.  The blog includes 

many things to make your stay in Knoxville more enjoyable, including information on area 

attractions, research facilities, and much more. 

 Be sure to take advantage of the early bird discount by registering before June 1, 2010. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HAVE YOU BEEN WATCHING? 

 
There are two television series being broadcast. 

 

FACES of AMERICA with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. is a 6-episode series on PBS. It 

will air on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. CST on AETN and WKNO. 

 

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? This program will air on NBC on Fridays 

at 7:00 p.m. CST 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.fgs.org/2010conference/index.php
http://www.fgsconferenceblog.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GENEALOGY BLUES 

I got them old genealogy blues again momma 

I can't get anything straight 

Seems your cousin was married to a, no, wait. 

then again, grandpa had a ma, and she was a, darn, what was that name? 

did you remember, or perhaps recall, 

was there anything in the attic at all? 

Newspapers, letters, files and such, 

oh mom, its not so much. 

the post man throws the mail at the box 

poor man, wonder how that came about 

the local librarian, well, she glares at me when I arrive, 

she would rather I stayed out of the archive 

The clerk at the court house , they know me by name 

and they smile and grin, as I say how much again? 

hubby says, no more trips to the cemetery, he knows me well 

when I get that gleam in my eye, and say, hey, let’s go for a drive 

you would think my children would appreciate, 

the work that I am doing, the staying up late 

but when they say, oh no, genealogy again! 

well, I just don't understand 

I mean, hey, we can trace our tree, all the way to..... 

no wait, not that one, this one, yep, all the way back to 

this one and that, they roll their eyes, and flee 

they are tired and not impressed with all of that 

but one day, they will thank me I am sure 

because I know we are related to, no, not him, 

where do I have that again?  

by Darla Darnell 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

INTERNET WEBSITE 
 

The David Rumsey Map Collection Database and Blog. The Map Database has many viewers 

and the blog has many categories http://www.davidrumsey.com/. The historical map collection 

has over 21,000 maps and images online. The collection focuses on rare 18th and 19th century 

North American and South American maps and other cartographic materials. Historic maps of 

the World, Europe, Asia and Africa are also represented. The collection can be used to study 

history, genealogy, art, explorations, local and family history. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.davidrumsey.com/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

LOST AND FOUND 
 By Judy L. Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Booth #29 –I found these photos in a local antique shop 

and could not leave them there. Surely someone 

somewhere needs them.  

 

 On the back: children to the left, Mattie and Herman 

Heath; Lady standing, Ella Sykes Spencer “Auntie”; 

above left, lady on right, aunt Sallie Heath  (Mother’s 

sister). 

 

Above on right Annie Heath Sykes   “Made in 

Toronto Canada a young widow with a look of 

sadness. Made about a year after Papa’s death-

perhaps summer of 1898 or 1899-still wearing 

morning, but doctor in Memphis had told her 

before she went to Canada, she should get out of 

all the black-not good for her health. She went to 

Canada because he advised Colorado & she 

knew neighbors in Canada for the summer-the 

Maas’s, so she went there instead.”  

 

Bottom right, Lady sitting, Lula Forc ?? (Lula Syke ?? )  

Bottom left, On front of photo, man and Woman  (Grandpa “Sykes”) & 

(Grandma “Sykes” ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(To be continued)
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: NEW or RENEWAL 2010 
Genealogy Society of Craighead County Arkansas 

P. O. Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________________ Fax_________________________________ 

 

Membership:       Please make check payable to: 

INDIVIDUAL ($15) ____________   GSCCA 

COUPLE ($20) ________________   P.O. Box 844 

CORPORATE ($35) ____________    Jonesboro, AR, 72403 

 

As a Member of Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas, I agree that: 

 

(1) I will assist in locating and preserving public and private records and in making such records 

available to members of this society and to the general public. 

 

(2) I will support the program and policies of the society.  

 

Date _________________   Signature(s) ____________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(FOR SOCIETY USE) Date Received_____________ Check Number____________ 

 

Amount__________  Card & Packet____________   Receipt Number_____________ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Officers: 

President – Gail Lies    Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy 

Vice President – Jean Sales   Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain 

Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns  Historian – Rusty Dancer 

Publicity – Judy Clark    Publications – Nancy Matthews 

 

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Betty Woodall & William Dunavin 


