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MEETING HAPPENINGS: The meeting for March was held on Sunday March, 21 in the 
Round Room Foyer at the library. Patsy Penney and Joyce Warren told us about their trip to 
Virginia, it was very informative and we chuckled at all the things they had gone through to 
get where they needed to be in order to get the information they wanted. A trip to the 
Virginia Archives sounds like a wonderful thing to do.  Information provided by them 
appears later in the newsletter. 

We have 57 members as of this meeting. And there are 62 people registered for our 
Seminar this coming Saturday, March 27th. 

*******************************************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:  We met at Dorothy McCarns home on the 15th of March. 
We made a motion to do a second printing of the 1900 Craighead County, Arkansas census, 
so that is being done. We are taking names for transcribing of the 1910 census, Nancy 
Matthews has the break down of sections to be transcribed, so contact her if you would like 
to volunteer for this next large project. We have done so much and have come so far in this 
past year, I congratulate everyone. The first and third volumes of the cemetery books are here 
from the printers and have been bound and ready to sell. The second one will be done 
shortly. We wound up the meeting by confirming our plans and items for the seminar. All is 
in order.

*******************************************************************************************************
APRIL MEETING: ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

As you can see above, the April 18th meeting will be held at the Archives Department at ASU 
in the Dean B. Ellis Library. Mr. Banta has graciously consented to let us see the holdings 
there. All try to be there, I am sure it will be very interesting and you may discover items of 
genealogical value that you did not know were there. The time is 2:00 pm. Mr. Banta is 
donating his Sunday time to "show and tell" for us, so please come and enjoy.

*******************************************************************************************************
DUES are $15.00 per year. This includes a newsletter for each month of the year and a 
membership card that will entitle you to have things printed (pertaining to genealogy) at 
Forest Printing Co., on Gee St., for the same price the society enjoys. Members can also 
purchase Society Books at pre-publication prices. You are invited to one meeting, to see how 
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we work and you will receive one complimentary copy of our newsletter. After that you may 
join our society if you so decide. If you have questions call or e-mail our President, Gail Lies, 
nglies@nex.net, (870)-932-1301.
*******************************************************************************************************

ANCESTOR FAIR, Perryville, Arkansas: The Perryville trip was enjoyed by Nancy 
Matthews and Gail Lies, they had a good time and met some people and made some 
contacts. Our name is getting around and around and we love it. Any volunteers to go to 
seminars and genealogy fairs can put their name on the list, you do have to try to sell our 
books while there. But you will thoroughly enjoy the experience.

*******************************************************************************************************

President, Gail Lies, sits with our book display at our first Ancestor Fair.

*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER:  The newsletter is published monthly. You may have queries, stories, your 
family forms etc. anything pertaining to genealogy, published, this is your newsletter so use 
it and enjoy it. Send articles for publishing to: Jeanette McClure at 1500 Garland Dr., 
Jonesboro, AR 72401, e mail: jmcclure.1@juno.com. We welcome all your articles, queries etc. 
and will print them as room permits.
*******************************************************************************************************
HERE'S to you and yours and to mine and ours, and if mine and ours ever come across to 
you and yours, I hope you and yours will do as much for mine and ours, as mine and ours 
have done for you and yours.....
*******************************************************************************************************
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KINSMAN

Alas, my elusive kinsman They said you had a headstone
You've led me quite a chase In a shady plot
I thought I'd found your courthouse I've been there twenty times, and
But the Yankees burned the place. Can't even find the lot.
You always kept your bags packed You never wrote a letter
Although you had no fame, and Your Bible we can't find
Just for the fun of it It's probably in some attic
Twice you changed your name. Out of sight and out of mind.
You never owed any man, or You first married a..........Smith
At least I found no bills And just to set the tone
In spite of eleven offspring The other four were Sarahs
You never left a will. And everyone a Jones.
They say our name's from Europe You cost me two fortunes
Came state side on a ship One of which I did not have
Either they lost the passenger list My wife, my house and Fido
Or granddad gave them the slip. God, how I miss that yellow lab.
I'm the only one that's looking But somewhere you slipped up,
Another searcher I can't find Ole Boy, Somewhere you left a track
I play (maybe that's his fathers name) And If I don't find you this year
As I go out of my mind. Well..........Next year I'll be back.

(Original Poem by Wayne Hand, 1999)

*******************************************************************************************************
TIPS ON FINDING MAIDEN NAMES: Nothing will give greater clues to maiden names 
than the witnesses to old deeds. In the lower left hand corner of most deeds, you will find 
signatures of two to four witnesses. The first is always from the husband's side. The next is 
almost always from the wife's side and that is to protect her one-third dower right under law. 

In the 1800's and before, it was traditional when the daughter married, as part of her 
dowry, for the father to either cover their mortgage or carry a note for his son-in-law. If you 
can find to whom their mortgage payments were made, 70 per cent of the time it will be the 
bride's father. 

*******************************************************************************************************
ARKANSAS: When did Arkansas become a state? Arkansas was admitted to the Union as 
the twenty-fifth state on June 15, 1836. Has Arkansas had any major earthquakes? The New 
Madrid earthquake of 1811-12 affected Northeastern Arkansas. What did ALa Harpe do? La 
Harpe, a French explorer, led expeditions up the Red and Arkansas rivers in 1719-22.

*******************************************************************************************************
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THE LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA on the World Wide Web

Home Page http://www.vsla.edu 
Online Catalog http://www.eagle.vsla.edu/catalog/ 
Archives and Manuscripts Database http://www.eagle.vsla.edu/bible/ 
Newspapters in Virginia Database http://www.eagle.vsla.edu/newspaper/ 
Virginia Colonial Records Project http://www.eagle.vsla.edu/colonial/ 
Signal Corps Photograph Collection http://www.eagle.vsla.edu/signal.corps/ 
1939 World’s Fare Photograph Collect. http://www.eagle.vsla.edu/wfc 
Virginia State Documents in Print http://www.eagle.vsla.edu/statedocs/va_docs/ 

 
TELNET ACCESS to the LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA CATALOGS

Telnet Address eagle.vsla.edu
At the login prompt, type guest
For help, type /help
To change databases, type /lib
To exit, type /quit

*******************************************************************************************************
The Virginia State Library has Virginia County Records available for inter-library loan. This 
is a service provided free of charge. Virginia State Library, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond, 
VA. 23219-1905, (804) 692-3500.

*******************************************************************************************************
SEMINAR

Just a few quick words about our Seminar that was held Saturday, March 27, 1999. We had a 
great turn out that came to hear a wonderful speaker, Lynda Childers Suffridge Much more 
about that in our next newsletter.

*******************************************************************************************************

SCOTCH-IRISH: For those interested in the Scotch-Irish in Pa., Valley of Va., Ky. and 
elsewhere, I recommend "The Scotch-Irish, A Social History" by James G. Leyburn, U. North 
Carolina Press 1962. It is available in print in paperback. It starts with a description of 
lowland Scots living in poverty and religious persecution in the 1600s, their migration to 
North Ireland, and then onward to the New World. Very clannish, indeed.  It is interesting to 
read how the Scotch-Irish and German immigrants in Pa. both headed fro the Valley of Va. in 
1730s but, having little use for one another, settled in very homogeneous groupings in 
Orange Co., Va.(later Augusta Co., Rockbridge, etc.) The book also helps a lot to understand 
the mindset of these folks and their persistent push to the West for new land. Very good to 
help us understand those times.
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*******************************************************************************************************
SURNAME BOOKLET:  Please contact these people and share your research, that's what its 
all about.

DIANE WAUGH, 6970 Westside Rd., Space 26. Redding, CA 96001 is working on the 
names: Waugh, Willey, Todd, Scott, Newman, Willis.

JAMES HARGRAVES, 7698 Lakeridge Cir., Elk Grove, CA 95624-9650 is working on 
the names: Harris, Hargraves, Simmons, Grinder, McGowan, Edwards, Watkins, Koonce, 
Jarman, Ellis.

LOUIE E. DUNN, 315 W. Cherry Ave., Jonesboro, AR 72401 is working on the names: 
Dunn, Hood, Evans, Smith, Largent, Cain, Dean, Jeter, Turpin, Moseley, Vaughn, Talley, 
Floyd, Hackney, Gann, Allbritton, Moore, Hatley, Delaney, Cotton.

GINA HORTON, P O Box 1113, Jonesboro, AR 72403 is working on the names: 
McDonald, Collins, Trimble, Horton, Styers. 

JEAN PASMORE,2301 Twin Oak, Jonesboro, AR 72401 is working on the names: 
Houston, McCarty, Moss, Kelso, Laster, Davidson,Smith, Wooldridge, Howard, Pasmore, 
Meacham.

Thank you all for the wonderful response to the surname list. Jeanette.
*******************************************************************************************************

ARKANSAS MILITIA
Persons Commissioned Rank Date of Commission
 

Ninth Regiment Miller County
Jacob Pennington Colonel 1823, June 10
John Clark Lieut Col do
Nathaniel Robbins Major do.

CAVALRY
Lawrence County

Wm. Reed Captian 1823, Oct 30
Jacob Pevyhouse lst Lieut do.
Thomas Crowley 2d Lieut. do.

Crawford County

Frederick Fletcher Captain 1823, Oct 20
Larkin Newton lst Lieut do.
John Billingsley 2nd Lieut do.

Independence County

Charles H. Pelham Captain 1824, Sept 21
John Kylar lst Lieut. do.
Wm. Ramsay 2nd Lieut do.
Thomas Moore Cornet do.
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Hempstead Co.
Alex'r M. Oakley Captain 1825, March 5
John Stewart 2nd Lieut do.
Wm. McDonald Cornet do.

Pulaski County
Thomas White Captain 1825, March 5

NOTE: - In the above List of the Officers of the Militia in the Territory of Arkansas, it is
probable that some errors occur in the dates of the Commissions, and that some names
are inserted of Officers who have resigned, or have left the Territory. Information on
these subjects, addressed to the Adjutant General's Office, Little Rock, will be attended
to, and a corrected list will be published at a future moment.
*******************************************************************************************************

SYMBOLS ON GRAVESTONES AND THEIR INTERPRETATIONS
ANIMALS

Ant Christian industry
Bats (rare) the underworld
Bee resurrection. risen Christ; chastity
Birds souls
Birds, flying flight of the soul back to God
Butterfly resurrection; Christian metamorphosis
Chrysalis Christian metamorphosis; resurrection
Cock vigilance; St. Peter
Descending dove holy ghost
Dove peace; innocence; purity (7 doves-holy spirit); messenger of God 

carrying soul to heaven
Eagle fierceness; ascension: the heavenly conveyor, national emblem of 

the  United States: the military professional, Civil War casualties
Eagle, winged St. John, the Evangelist
Egg regeneration
Fish Christ; plentifulness
Fox cruelty; cunning
Frog resurrection
Hart the faithful thirsting for God
Lamb Christ; Redeemer; meekness: sacrifice; child; innocence; most 

common 19th century child's marker
Lamb with banner resurrection
Lion strength; courage; royalty; power; guardian; fallen hero
Lion, winged St. Mark the Evangelist
Ox, winged St. Luke the Evangelist
Peacock immortality; eternity; resurrection; incorruptibility of the flesh
Pelican feeds young with own blood; redemption through Christ
Phoenix immortality; baptism
Ram sacrifice
Rooster the awakening from the fall from grace; repentance
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*******************************************************************************************************
BOOKS  -- BOOKS -- BOOKS

1900 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas  --  about 437 pages -- indexed
price 35.00 includes postage

1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 168 pages -- indexed
price 18.00 includes postage

1870 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 117 pages -- indexed
price 15.00 includes postage

1860 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 81 pages -- indexed
price 12.00 plus postage 

1860, 1870 & 1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three book set.
price $40.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume I -- indexed
price $30.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume II -- indexed
price $30.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume III -- indexed
price $30.00 includes postage

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three Volume Set
price $75.00 includes postage
******************************************************************************************************
This for is for our upcoming book on our members surnames that they are researching. 
Please include all the surnames of your family lineage.

NAME ______________________________________________________________________

STREET______________________________________________________________________

CITY_______________________________ STATE_____________ ZIP__________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Return Form To: Genealogy Society of Craighead County, Arkansas
                              Post Office Box 2614

      Jonesboro, AR 72401-2614
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER____________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS____________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________

RECEIVED BY________________________________________________
DATE________________________________________________________
DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Newsletter Staff Officers:

Jeanette McClure President: Gail Lies
Nancy Matthews Vice President: Jeanette McClure

Secretary/Treasurer: Dorothy McCarns
Recording Secretary – Susie Grommet

The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 2614
Jonesboro, AR  72402-2614
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