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Access Road) at 2:00 pm.

Next meeting: Sunday, March 15, 1998

ISSUE NUMBER TWO, VOLUME NUMBER THREE                                             MARCH 1998

MEETING HAPPENINGS: We would like to welcome the following new members: 
Marguerite Brown; Patti Johnson and Patsy Penney.  We now have 34 members, one being a 
society of exchange on our newsletters. Our new president is to be congratulated on handling 
such a good meeting and getting the "ball rolling" that needed to be started.  So we are just 
about ready to publish our first project, which will be a cemetery book of some of the 
cemeteries of Craighead Co., Ark.  Our next project will be publishing the 1880 census of 
Craighead Co. There will be several of us working to that end.  Hopefully it will be 
accomplished in about  six months, if we all work hard.... Our program committee is working 
toward getting some programs set up for the year.  We want to thank all those who brought 
"finger food" for our before the meeting, get to know each other time, we all enjoyed it very 
much.  Our next meeting will be held at the Cathedral Baptist Church fellowship hall. If you 
have a book or two that you would like to show or share with others, please bring it to the 
April meeting.
*******************************************************************************************************
MEETING PLACE (how to get there): Go south on Southwest Drive past the Elks Lodge to 
the Access Road for the Highway 63 Bypass and turn right. First driveway on the right.

*******************************************************************************************************
1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY CENSUS: First, I would like to thank those who volunteered 
to help transcribe the census. Two days after the meeting we discovered that  the 1880 
Craighead County Census had already been transcribed. A couple by the name of R.L. and 
Flossie Dunnam had already done it. They donated a copy of the 1880 Census to be placed in 
the Jonesboro Library. They also donated the 1860, 1870 and 1880 Census to us. We would 
like to say Thank You.

Since we had volunteers that needed to work on something, we started with the 1900 
Craighead County Census. Work is progressing, but, we could still use a few volunteers.
*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
DUES will be $15.00 per year and should be sent to: Hilda Wilcox, P.O. Box 2401, Jonesboro, 
AR. 72402. (E-mail stretch@insolwwb.net) If you have any questions or need information, 
please call our President, Gail Lies, (870) 932-1301. (E-mail nglies@nex.net).
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER: The newsletter is published monthly and any visitors to our meetings will 
receive one complimentary copy.  We NEED QUERIES  and any other information you may 
like to have published about genealogy, of course. Please send any query or item to:  Jeanette 
Henson McClure, 1500 Garland Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401.
*******************************************************************************************************
LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION: The library was closed on April 2 and 3. The genealogy books 
have been moved to the west end of the library. When you come in the door, walk past the 
desk then turn to the left and go all the way down. The last three stacks contain our books. 
The library also plans on being closed on May 22, 23, 24 & 25.
*******************************************************************************************************

Looking Back 

"One day I stopped to wonder why, I
thought so much of days gone by.  
I knew my grandparents, my mom and my
dad, But none from before them, I thought it so sad.
So I went to the library with pencil in hand,
To examine the census and old deeds of land.
My files soon grew thick and I knew lots of dates,
For all t hose before me who'd seen pearly gates.
But soon there emerged a matter of concern.
Was the past truth or fiction? I could not discern.
Were my ancestors real?  I hadn't a clue.
"Till I went to their graves, and that's when I knew.
I stood near their headstones where many had wept.
Now in their resting place real people slept.
I was viewing my past, oh what a wonder!
My questions of reality were now cast asunder.
When I saw them at rest, I could picture their life.
I thought of their faces, their struggles, their strife.
For all those with God now, I started to mourn.
They lived on before me so I could be born.
So through all my research, up grew a tree.
From the earliest ancestor right down to me.
The reason I did it?  For there was no lack.
To glimpse my own future, I had to look back.

by Kathy L. Birdwell
*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************
OLD-TIME OCCUPATIONS

Have you ever read a census and wondered what the occupation was of a person, 
when it was nothing you had ever heard of before??  The first time I saw "cooper" as an 
occupation, I thought, he kept a chicken coop, but  actually it meant he made barrels for 
storage, like salt pork, pickles, whiskeys and wines and on and on. 

Since then I have tried to look for the meanings of the old occupations. Here are a few; 
Acoucheur was one who assisted women in childbirth.  An Aeronaut was a balloonist or a 
trapeze artist in the circus or music halls.  An Alchemist was a medieval chemist who 
claimed to be able to turn base  metals into gold.  An Anvil or Smith made anvils and 
hammers for blacksmiths.  A Biddy was a female servant usually of Irish stock. A Carnifex 
was a butcher, and today we find people with that as a surname. A Bowyer made bows used 
in archery.  A Bobby was a policeman of constable rank.  A Bullwhacker was an oxen driver. 
A Charwoman was a cleaning woman.  A Clogger was a maker of wooden shoes.  A 
Cropper was a tenant who pays with a share of the crop.  A Currier was a person who cures 
or tans hides.  A Drayman was a  cart driver.  A Yeoman was a farmer who owns his own 
land. 

It is amazing how many of the old words for occupations became surnames for 
people... not just the streams and the lakes and the woods but also the work they did....It is an 
interesting project to look up the meanings of surnames.
*******************************************************************************************************

NEW BOOKS AT THE LIBRARY
LIBRARY
◊ Lawrence County, Arkansas Tax Records 1829-1838 by Barton Ray Knotts 
◊ Arkansas Confederate Pension Applications from Jackson, Lonoke, Prairie, White and 

Woodruff County by Desmond Walls Allen 
◊ Arkansas Confederate Pension Applications from Eastern Arkansas by Desmond Walls 

Allen (Arkansas, Chicot, Clay, Craighead, Crittenden, Cross, Desha, Greene, Lee, 
Mississippi, Monroe, Phillips, Poinset and St. Francis) 

◊ Arkansas’ Spanish American War Soldiers by Desmond Walls Allen 
◊ Arkansas Confederate Pension Applications from Fulton, Independence, Izard, 

Lawrence, Randolph and Sharp Counties by Desmond Walls Allen 
◊ Arkansas Death Record Index 1924-1933 by Desmond Walls Allen 
◊ Index to Arkansas Confederate Pension Applications by Desmond Walls Allen 
◊ Subdivisions of the Public Lands by Jerome S. Higgins
◊ Psychic Roots by Henry Z. Jones
◊ More Psychic Roots by Henry Z. Jones
◊ The Louisiana and Arkansas Railway by James R. Fairs

FAMILY HISTORIES
◊ Plyant and Pyland Families of Arkansas with Connection by Ted Plyant 

MEMORIALS
◊ Alabama Records: Madison County -- Volume 80 
◊ Alabama Records: Marshall County -- Volume 65 
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◊ Alabama Records: Madison County: Queries, Chancery Court and Lawsuits -- Volume 
82 

◊ Alabama Records: Madison County: “P” Surnames, Marriages and Wills -- Volume 64
◊ Alabama Records: Clarke County -- Volume 68
◊ Alabama Records: Lawrence County -- Volume 66
◊ South Carolina Marriages Vol VI 1753-1843 Implied in the Miscellaneous Records of 

South Carolina by Barbara R. Langdon
◊ The Oxford Guide to Family History by David Hey
*******************************************************************************************************
Historical facts should not be a burden to the memory but an illumination to the soul. 

Lord Acton
*******************************************************************************************************

QUERIES
RANDOLPH COUNTY CEMTERY: Does anyone know anything about a cemetery in 
Randolph County, about a 150 yards from the banks of Eleven Point River? It is a short 
distance off Black Ferry Road. It is located in a wooded area of a cowpasture, had not been 
kept up in years. Legal description of property: NW 1/4 SE 1/4 of Sec. 8 T 19N R1W. 
Property was purchased by Erskine M. Hawkins, now deceased. His wife is remarried and 
her name is Laura Sallers. There are only three monuments in the cemetery with names and 
dates. Lots of plots are marked off with hewn stone. Some marked with complete grave 
covered with big hewn stone. Birdie Imboden, birth date not legible and death date Nov. 16 
1823. John H. Imboden B. May 17, 1818, D. Oct. 1, 1861, and D.C. Black B. Aug. 5,1827 and D. 
Jan. 29, 1897. One foot marker with the initial of J.H.I. belonging of Mr. Imboden but is near 
D.C. Black’s headstone. We think this might possibly be where my great-great-grandfather 
Edward Mattix & great-great-grandmother Elizabeth Bond were buried since they owned 
property near the river at this site. Any information will be greatly appreciated. Submitted by 
Nelda Simpkins & Cletis Collins, 2635 Hwy 163, Jonesboro, AR or phone (870) 932-9229 or 
(870) 935-6849.
*******************************************************************************************************
MILLER COUNTY (continued)

Thus by the summer of 1817 the area lying between Red and Little Rivers had 
attracted a small group of permanent settlers. But, as a matter of fact, they had not located on 
an entirely untenanted frontier. For the south bank of the main stream had a settlement at 
Pecan Point whose beginning dated from June 1815. There a trading house had been set up 
by George and Alex Wetmore. Missourians by adoption, as were the unfortunate hunters and 
"squatters", they had come to the ancient land of the Caddos (Nanat-acho, the Caddos called 
Pecan Point) at the end of the Second War of Independence (1812) to trade with the Indians. 
There their tenure was indubitably illegal; if they were in Spanish Texas -- and they were 
although they probably did not know it -- they had no business there; if they were on public 
domain of the United States, their presence was forbidden by the terms of the Indian trade 
laws.  In the year after their arrival they had been joined by a competitor or associate (the 
sources or not clear), William Mabbitt, a resident of Walnut Hills on the famous Long Prairie. 
(5th footnote: The date of George Wetmore's arrival is attested as June 7, 1815, by a notation 
in Registtro de las Familias introducidas par of Cuidadano Benjamin R. Milan, Photostat, 
Texas State Library.  Wetmore was accompanied by his brother, Alex, and probably by 
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William D. Stewart (Registro), a free man of color (Bason, Adm'x vs Hughart, Texas Reports, 
III, 766.) Besides these traders, Pecan Point, by the fall of 1816, had attracted three families; 
those of Claiborne Wright, Walter Pool  and Charles Burkham. (Footnote No. 6: "Trip Though 
Texas in 1817," Sam Bell Masey Papers, in possession of Mrs. S.B. Long, Paris, Texas.)

East of Pecan Point the next center of population was the Mound Prairie
settlement, located west of present day Washington, Hempstead County, Ark.  Thither in the 
autumn of 1816 had come the Reverend William Stevenson, a Methodist Circuit Rider, and a 
party of fellow Missourians. On the river south of the Great Bend, too, were such worthies as 
Robert B. Musick -- "Old Bob," he was afterward called -- who, having gone quite native, was 
content to bury a fine intellect in an Indian camp, solacing himself with whiskey and the 
embraces of a Delaware squaw; William Berry of whom nothing good or bad has survived; 
and Morris May, who was represented by as reputable a person as Stephen F. Austin, as 
being too closely connected with the traffic in stolen horses for his subsequent good name.

Save for Claiborne Wright, most, if not all, of the dramatis personae so far thrust upon 
the stage has been connected for a time at least with Missouri. Good men and bad men, were 
coming southwestward along a trail that wound as tortuously through the forest of Arkansas 
and east Texas as does its story through the chronicles of those far-off days. "Trammel's 
Trace"--as it was called -- took its name from Nicholas Trammel, who with his brood of 
boisterous sons, contributed much to the lawlessness of the Arkansas frontier in the first 
three decades of the nineteenth century. When first they dip into the view of the 
authenticated history in 1813 the Trammels were  stealing horses from the semi-civilized 
Cherokees along the White River and conveying them down Trammels Trace to 
Nacogdoches. (footnote No. 7: "Address of the Cherokees to his Excellency Benjamin Howard 
Governor ........", in T.M. Marshall(ed.), Life and Papers of Frederick Bates,II,239.)This ancient 
trail of theft crossed the Arkansas at the mouth of Cadron Creek and ran somewhat in a 
southwestward direction to the historic hot springs (which gave the name to the present city) 
and thence almost southward to the site of Arkadelphia.  It then crossed the highland 
between Ouachita and Little Missouri Rivers and reached the latter stream at Nacotocj Bluff; 
thence it ran southwestward, passing slightly north of Prairie d'ane--upon which Prescott is 
located -- and through, or near, the site now occupied by Washington to make its way to Red 
River at Fulton.  From Fulton it continued southwestward to Sulfur Fork, swung thence to 
the old Cherokee village near present day Hughes Springs and then turned southeastward to 
cross the Big Cypress two miles west of modern Jefferson. From that point it curved crescent-
wise around the subsequent location of Marshall to come to the Sabine; thence it followed the 
Panola - Shelby line of today to enter Nacogdoches from the north. (Footnote no. 8: So far as 
we know, Trammel's Trace had not been accurately set forth on a map of Texas until the 
author made the working drafts from which the relief map of pioneer Texas exhibited by the 
Humble Oil Co. at the Texas Centennial was prepared. The data employed was obtained 
from the Surveyors Record Book , Red River County, Texas, and from old land survey maps 
prepared in the General Land Office, Austin, Texas.  While the location of the  "trace" in 
Texas is accurate,  that set down for Arkansas is only an approximation based upon a sketch 
map of surveys made by Thomas C. Rector in Arkansas Territory in 1819. It is to be hoped 
that some student of Arkansas history  will investigate the General Land Office in 
Washington and determine the exact location for Arkansas.)  The exact date when first the 
trace was notched through the pines of Arkansas and east Texas is lost to history; apparently 
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it appears on Puelles' map of Spanish Texas made in 1807. But its delineation there does not 
argue that it  was "Trammels Trace" at so remote a time but rather that a trail had been 
opened by some forgotten Spanish trader or official on his way from St. Louis to 
Nacogdoches and later Nicholas Trammel found the road advantageous for his nefarious 
traffic. The American backwoodsman  naturally assumed the free-booter was the first person 
to use the trace and applied his name to it in the light of what appeared to them a logically 
conjecture. 
     The prospective settler en route to the mouth of Clear Creek probably diverged from 
Trammel's Trace at the northwest corner of Prairie d'Anne and journeyed more or less 
westwardly to William Stevenson's place on Mound Prarie and thence by the subsequent site 
of Lockesburg to the north side of Little River where it now cuts the Arkansas-Oklahoma 
boundary. (Footnote) :Stevenson's place, afterward sold to James Bryan, Stephen F. Austin's 
brother-in-law, was located where sections 7 and 18, township 11 south, range 25 west and 
sections 12 and 13, township 11 south, range 26 west, corner. PLAT MAP of HEMPSTEAD 
COUNTY, ARKANSAS TERRITORY(surveyed June, 1819.)  Thence the traveler  moved up 
the right bank of Little River to a point nearly north of present day Idabel; there he crossed 
over and followed the old road to the Clear Creek settlement. A variant route to Pecan Point 
was offered by the road which ran from Mabbitt's Salt Works (now Cerro Gordo) down to 
Red River. (Footnote): This account of the road from Prairie d'Ano to Clear Creek is founded 
upon the trail sketched by Rector on his land survey map of 1819.  As for the road from Pecan 
Point to Mabbitt's Salt Workis, it is described in the ORDER BOOK OF THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (Hempstead County, Arkansas Territory), A.12,13, June 10, 1819.  The salt 
works was located in T98,R33W, section 33.  A C Veatch, GEOLOGY AND UNDERGROUND 
WATER RESOURCES OF NORTHERN LOUISIANA AND SOUTHERN ARKANSAS: 
United States Geological Survey Professional Papers, LXVII,176.
     As we peer into the gray down of our history in search of some tangible person to assign 
the honor of being the first  American to locate permanently on the upper Red River we must 
be content  with something less than exactness.  For these men lived and died with primitive 
scarcity of record. Even their physical evidences have vanished; their houses have been 
destroyed by fire or time's slow decay -- their unmarked graves have been leveled with the 
plow or have furnished the mold  from which nature has fashioned forest a-new. The 
documentary sources are widely scattered and when found are meager and fragmentary but 
in a study involving so many obscure persons not previously treated it is needful to 
incorporate every scrap of data that explains their connection with each other and the land in 
which they settled,   It is difficult to determine definitely in all cases whether an early settler 
located north or south of the Red River (which doesn't really mater since Arkansas exercised 
governmental jurisdiction over both banks until 1836., let us proceed to the forerunners.

TO BE CONTINUED.  
*******************************************************************************************************
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