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 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting is  
Editor: Nancy Matthews  
  

 
VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FIVE, ISSUE NUMBER TWO               FEBRUARY 2021 

  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for February 

was cancelled due to inclement weather. 

1. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be March 13, 2021. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

FEBRUARY MEETING: Unfortunately, 

our February Meeting is canceled. As soon as 

we can, we will resume regular meetings. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

REMINDERS:  

 The Society has an online subscription 

to the Jonesboro Sun. If you are interested in 

access send an email to gscca@suddenlink.net 

for the password. 

 The Society also has an account on 

Find A Grave. If you also have a Find A 

Grave account and maintain Memorials, have 

you made arrangements for someone else to 

manage these Memorials in the event that you 

are no longer able to do so? If you have not, 

you can appoint a steward. That way your 

Memorials can be maintained. All you have to 

do is email support@findagrave.com and tell 

them who you would like to be your steward.  

Be sure to include the member ID number of 

your steward in the email and Find A Grave 

will  make a note of this in your account. If 

you wish, the Society would be happy to 

serve as your steward. Our member ID is: 

48046943. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Some family trees have beautiful leaves, 

and some have just a bunch of nuts. 

Remember, it is the nuts that make the tree 

worth shaking. – Unknown 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
VIRTUAL WEBINARS & CONFERENCES 

 

Remember to register for RootsTech -- This 

year it is February 25-27, 2021 and it is free. 

 

 
 

 Also remember to check our Webpage 

at www.gscca.net and click on the link for 

links to more upcoming events and webinars. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

mailto:gscca@suddenlink.net
mailto:support@findagrave.com
http://www.gscca.net/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

 

February 15, 1898 - In Havana, the U.S. Battleship Maine was blown up while at anchor and 

quickly sank with 260 crew members lost. The incident inflamed public opinion in the U.S., 

resulting in a declaration of war against Spain on April 25, 1898, amid cries of “Remember the 

Maine!” 

 

February 17, 1865 - During the American Civil War, Fort Sumter in South Carolina was 

returned to the Union after nearly a year and a half under Confederate control. The fort had been 

the scene of the first shots of the war. 

 

February 20, 1962 - Astronaut John Glenn became the first American launched into orbit. 

Traveling aboard the “Friendship 7” spacecraft, Glenn reached an altitude of 162 miles (260 

kilometers) and completed three orbits in a flight lasting just under five hours. Glenn was the 

third American in space, preceded by Alan Shepard and Virgil “Gus” Grissom who had each 

completed short sub-orbital flights. All of them had be preceded by Russian cosmonaut Yuri 

Gagarin who was the first human in space, completing one orbit on April 12, 1961 - a feat that 

intensified the already ongoing Space Race between the Russians and Americans. Glenn’s 

successful flight showed the American had caught up and was followed in September 1962 by 

President John F. Kennedy’s open call to land an American on the moon before the decade’s end. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 

3 

5 Types of Maps Every Genealogist 
Should Know 

 

BY AMY JOHNSON CROW 

Maps are incredibly useful in our genealogy. They can put our ancestors in context with their 

surroundings like few other sources can. There are numerous types of maps, each with its own 

benefits to our research. Here are 5 types that you should know. 

 

1. Boundary Maps 
Just like the name implies, a boundary map shows the boundaries of a particular area. They are 

great for getting an overview of how things relate to each other. Below is a portion of the 1887 

map of Riley County, Kansas. 

 

It’s important to look at the boundary 

maps for the time period that your 

ancestor lived there, as boundaries do 

change. The Atlas of Historical 

Historical County Boundaries on the 

Newberry Library's website features an 

animated timeline showing the evolution 

of each state's county boundaries. It also 

has text versions so you can see the 

information in more detail. 

 

 

2. Landowner or Cadastral 
Maps 
A landowner or cadastral map is a special type of boundary 

map that shows the parcels of land and who owns them. 

While that may or may not be the same as the people who 

actually live there, these maps are an excellent way of 

piecing together the neighborhood. At the right is part of 

the 1858 Landowners Map of Franklin County, Indiana. 

 

 

https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/author/amy/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/map-thumbnail.jpg
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/map-thumbnail.jpg
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://www.genealogycenter.info/search_infranklinmap.php
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3. Topographic Maps 
A topographic map (often called a topo map) 

shows the lay of the land. It shows the 

changes in elevation, waterways, etc. It can 

help us see why our ancestors moved in 

certain ways or why they did (or didn’t) do 

certain occupations. Not much flat land? 

Probably didn’t farm much corn or wheat. 

Attended a church further away than you 

expected? Maybe the terrain made it easier to 

get to that one than the church that was 

closer. At the left is a topographic map of part 

                of Santa Cruz County, Arizona. 

4. Transportation Maps 
Transportation maps include things like major 

roadways, railroads, and canals. This makes 

envisioning possible migration paths so much 

clearer. Transportation maps on a small scale 

can show inter-urban rail lines, which can help 

you see exactly how your ancestors got from 

place to place in their everyday lives. At the 

right is a small portion of the "Electric railway 

map of eastern New England, 1898." 

5. Insurance Maps 
Insurance maps were used by insurance companies to help them assess fire risk. The most 

common were the Sanborn maps. Insurance maps show the buildings in a town, how 

many stories they were, what they were made of, and other details that could be 

important in determining the risk of a fire, such as a factory not having a night watchman. 

Below is a small portion of the 1909 Sanborn map for Advance, Boone County, 

Indiana. (Note how it shows the buggy shop had a concrete floor.) 

 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Harshaw,_Arizona#/media/File:Harshaw_Area_USGS_Topographical_Map.JPG
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02245_001/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02245_001/
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CENSUS ENUMERATION DATES: 

 

 1790: August 2     1900: June 1 

 1800: August 4     1910: April 15 

 1810: August 6     1920: January 1 

 1820: August 7     1930: April 1 

 1830 - 1880: June 1     1940: April 1 

 1890: June 1 (this was Sunday,   1950: April 1 (we get access 

    so, census-taking began June 2)      on April 1, 2022) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Joyce Seibert 

Vice President - Irene Goble  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Lynn Dowdy & Gail Lies 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

 

 
 

www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

800 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Lock-In 
8th Winter Edition - February 6, 2021 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/

