
 

1 

 Genealogy Society 
 Of 
 Craighead County, Arkansas 

 
 This month’s meeting will be  

Editor: Nancy Matthews February 16, 2020 

  

 
 
VOLUME NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR, ISSUE NUMBER TWO             FEBRUARY 2020 

  

MEETING HAPPENINGS:  
The January Meeting was held in the Round 

Room at the Craighead County Jonesboro 

Public Library on January 19, 2020. 

At that time, Year-End Reports were 

presented by the Vice-President, Treasurer, 

Historian, Membership and Publications. 

 

The following individuals were elected to 

serve until January 2022. 

 

President – Deanna Ketcher 

Vice President - Karen Cook 

Recording Secretary – Gail Lies 

Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  

Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

Members-At-Large: Irene Goble &  

Lynn Dowdy 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: 
The Executive Board Meeting for February 

was held on February 8, 2020 in the 

Shakespeare Room of the Craighead County 

Jonesboro Public Library. 

1. Beginning Genealogy Class 

2. Winter Lock-In 

3. The next scheduled board meeting will 

be March 7, 2020. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FEBRUARY MEETING: The February 

Meeting will be held in the Round Room at 

the Jonesboro Craighead County Public 

Library on Sunday, February16, 2020 at 2:00 

p.m. 

 This month we plan to have a Round 

Table Discussion facilitated by Nancy 

Matthews. We want your ideas for upcoming 

programs and projects.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Beginning Genealogy: We had 4 

attendees at our last Beginning Genealogy 

Class on January 25, 2020. The next 

Beginning Class will be announced. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New Members: Welcome to: 

 

Clay Bradford - Surname: Bradford 

 

Lock-In Membership Winner: 

Luci Manay lucim_98@yahoo.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

ROOTSTECH: The RootsTech 

Conference is in Salt Lake City from 

February 26-29, 2020. Again this year, Free 

Streaming Sessions will be offered. Go to: 

www.rootstech.org/salt-lake/live-stream-

schedule. Register, sit back, relax and enjoy 

sessions in the comfort of your own home. 

 

Remember times posted are Mountain 

Standard Time. Adjust accordingly. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRICKWALL  
GAZETTE 

http://www.rootstech.org/salt-lake/live-stream-schedule
http://www.rootstech.org/salt-lake/live-stream-schedule
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Genealogy Night Lock-In 
(7th   Winter Edition) 

Saturday, February 1, 2020 

 
We had a wonderful turn-out for the event. There were 91 attendees, plus staff. We had 

representatives from NEARA (Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives), DAR, Craighead County 

Historical Society as well as a large GSCCA Group. Thank you to all the members that 

volunteered in one capacity or another. We held Beginning Sessions throughout the evening plus 

offered individual assistance.  

 

Mark your calendars for: 

 

Genealogy Night Lock-In 
 

(15th Summer Edition) 
Saturday, July 18, 2020 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tennessee Genealogical Society Spring Seminar 
 

April 3 & 4, 2020 

Speakers: J. Mark Lowe & Kim Richardson 

  

Additional information http://www.tngs.org/event-3656778. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

October 16 & 17, 2020 

Speakers - Friday: TBA - Saturday: Lisa Louise Cooke 

 

Additional information http://www.agsgenealogy.org/  

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

http://www.tngs.org/event-3656778
http://www.agsgenealogy.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

5 Common Genealogy Errors (and How to Avoid Them) 
 

None of us are safe from errors in our genealogy research. Many software programs (such as 

RootsMagic) and online family tree services (including Ancestry.com) have built-in tools to help you 

error-proof your genealogy. But you can take your family tree’s health into your own hands by knowing 

what issues to look for. Here are five common genealogy errors—and what you can do to prevent them. 

 

1. Ages that don’t add up 
Do you have an ancestor who was born before her parents? How about a great-great-grandmother who gave birth at 

the age of 60 (or at the age of 6)? Incorrect dates can topple your hard-earned research and raise head-scratching 

questions. Specifically, watch out for these oddities: 

➢ Children born before their parents’ birth 

➢ Women giving birth before the age of 14 or after the age of 50 

➢ Women married before the age of 13 

➢ Individuals who married, bought property, appeared in census records, etc. after their death 

Solution: Create a timeline of your ancestor’s life. Timelines can help keep your dates straight and prevent these 

common-sense errors from occurring. Make sure your timeline includes birth year, and note what age your ancestor 

would have been during life events you uncover in research. Also look for additional records that might shed light 

on the circumstances. 

 

2. Data copied from family trees 
With millions of online family trees on sites like Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, and MyHeritage, it’s hard not to peek 

at someone else’s family tree from time to time.  

 

Fortunately, family research isn’t like your high school algebra class—copying, for the most part, is allowed. 

Genealogists have collaborated since the first family trees were drawn, and cross-referencing research can save time 

while providing new leads and connecting you to potential relatives.  

However, copying another user’s tree without verifying it first is a recipe for genealogical disaster. The information 

the user found may apply to another person with a similar name (see No. 5), or the data may be incorrect altogether. 

Solution: Check other users’ sources before adding their data to your tree. Though copying is allowed, genealogy is 

like your high-school algebra class in another way: You have to show your work. And you should hold others to that 

standard as well. See how the information lines up with what you’ve found so far, and determine for yourself if the 

other user has come to the most-accurate conclusion given their resources. This goes double for records hints on 

sites like Ancestry.com—Not every hint the site suggests will apply to your ancestor. 

 

3. Incorrect record indexes 
Digitized, indexed records have made genealogy easier than ever before. And indexes on the big genealogy sites 

make most records keyword searchable, allowing you to survey far more records than traditional methods allowed. 

But since volunteers or algorithms indexed records collections by the thousands, not all of these indexes are perfect. 

Your tree may contain the results of a bad record transcription or poorly indexed document. 

Solution: View record images whenever possible. Seeing records for yourself and in context can help you sort out 

details that the indexing program or a volunteer may have missed. This is especially true for handwritten records, as 

old-style handwriting isn’t always read correctly by software. 

 

4. Typos in names or dates 
Unfortunately, family trees don’t have spell-check. And even if they did, we still would struggle with avoiding typos 

in our family trees. Add to this that spelling wasn’t usually a priority for our ancestors (many of whom couldn’t 

http://rootsmagic.com/
http://ancestry.com/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/how-to-create-timelines-on-twile/
http://familysearch.org/
http://myheritage.com/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/family-tree-hints/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/get-the-most-ancestry-shaky-leaf-hints/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/get-the-most-ancestry-shaky-leaf-hints/
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read), and you’ll understand how easy it is for misspellings to find their way into your family data. These can throw 

off your research and prevent you from getting matched up with other relevant records in online databases. 

Solution: Systematically review your names and dates. Every so often, take a step back and look for typos. Making 

sure your dates are consistently formatted (e.g., that you always use the MM/DD/YYYY format) can help with this. 

Also keep an eye out for name variants and multiple spellings of surnames, as your ancestor may be listed as these 

in records or record indexes. 

 

5. The wrong ancestor 
Speaking of names: Your family tree may be cursed with a John Smith or a William Jones. (After all, we can’t all 

have a unique name like “Hannah Montana”!) What if you’ve got the wrong John Smith? Having the wrong person 

in your tree can be disastrous, wasting your valuable research time and steering you away from records of your 

actual ancestors. 

Solution: Use multiple criteria when searching for ancestors, especially those who had common names.  When 

evaluating records, consider your ancestor’s birth year, occupation, family members and location within a 

community to make sure you’re following the correct person back in time. Check out our strategies for avoiding 

name mix-ups for more. 

 

From: Family Tree Magazine - By Andrew Koch 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GSCCA Board 

President – Deanna Ketcher  Recording Secretary – Gail Lies 

Vice President - Karen Cook  Corresponding Secretary – Susie Grommet 

Treasurer – Laura Rooks  Historian – Jan Beasley 

Publicity – Elizabeth Stokes  Publications/Newsletters – Nancy Matthews 

Membership -- Debbie Powers 

 

Members-At-Large: Irene Goble & Lynn Dowdy 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

A WEBSITE FOR FREE RESOURCES 

 

The website, http://theancestorhunt.com, is a compilation of free resources for states and regions. 

The resources are digital and searchable online. Resources include some usual ones such as birth, 

marriage and death records. Other resources include church records, voter lists and coroner 

records. Resources are categorized by region (such as New England or Southern states) and by 

states. An on-site blog features specific resources. The website also includes hints for searching. 

A weekly post is available via email subscription. 

 

Searching first for the state and then the county, I found church records in South Carolina where 

several of my ancestor families lived. 

from: Elizabeth Stokes 

 

  

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/same-name-different-people-old-records/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/avoid-ancestor-mixups/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/avoid-ancestor-mixups/
http://theancestorhunt.com/
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Like free resources?  

This website contains free articles with hints about genealogical research; articles were 

previously published in the NGS Magazine. 

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/magazine/   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

News about Merger of National Genealogical Society and the Federation of Genealogical 

Societies 

 

 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies and the National Genealogical Society 

announced a merger of the two organizations in 2019. The target date for the merger is October 

1, 2020. The two organizations are working together to accomplish this merger.  

The last conference for the Federation of Genealogical Societies will be in September 2-5 

in Kansas City, Missouri. 

The National Genealogical Society will hold its May 2020 conference in Salt Lake City, 

Utah. 

The first “merged” conference will be May 19-21 in Richmond, Virginia.  

Groups are currently working on the merger. The areas of concern are membership, 

education, publications, and preservation.  

Since FGS members are societies rather than individuals and NGS has individuals and 

organizations, the membership structure and membership benefits are being studied. Various 

membership/benefit packages may be available.  

An annual conference that encompasses the primary focus of both organizations. In 2021 

(first joint conference), a society management day is planned. The merged organization will also 

work to provide online education in society management (This type of education for societies 

would complement the online education courses now offered by NGS). 

Another area of discussion is the publications of the two organizations. The quarterly 

publication of the National Genealogical Society Quarterly will remained unchanged 

(publication focuses on researched-based case studies and methodologies). FGS publishes 

FORUM and NGS issues NGS Magazine (issued four times a year). Both of these publications 

contain educational articles and news.  Discussions seem to consideration of having one such 

publication for the interests of the merged organizations. 

Preservation efforts from both organizations will be continued. The ongoing project of 

digitalization of the War of 1812 records, an effort initiated by FGS, will continue as planned. A 

completion date of two to three years is expected. 

 

Information derived from NGS Magazine. 

“FGS to Merge with NGS.” NGS News. NGS Magazine, vol. 15. No.4, October-December 

2019., pp. 5-6. 

 

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/magazine/ 

Comments are welcomed at the following email addresses (what is important to you about 

national genealogical organizations?) 

ngs@ngsgenealogy.org 

info@fgs.org 

 
  

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/magazine/
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/magazine/
mailto:ngs@ngsgenealogy.org
mailto:info@fgs.org
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CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
870-935-1397 

 
www.facebook.com/GSCCA/ 

764 likes 

 

315 W. Oak Ave, Jonesboro, AR 72401  

870-935-5133 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All-Clean USA 

3411 One Place 

Jonesboro, AR 72404 

 870-972-1922 

glies@allcleanusa.com 

 

 

www.gscca.net  

 

Digital Photos Collection 
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/  

 
906 Southwest Dr. St. A-1 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 72401 

 

 

  
Genealogy Lock-In 

15th Summer Edition - July 18, 2020 

 

 
Melinda Dawson 
Merle Norman Studios  

2200 Grecian Lane 

Paragould, Arkansas 72450-3992  

870-239-8582 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GSCCA/
mailto:glies@allcleanusa.com
http://www.gscca.net/
http://libraryinjonesboro.contentdm.oclc.org/

