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******************************************************************************
MEETING HAPPENINGS: On January 18, 2009 our meeting was held at the Jonesboro Public 
Library. At that time we had reports from the officers on Society happenings for 2008. The 
reports were followed by the election of officers for 2009.

******************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board Meeting for February was held on 
February 7, 2009.

1. FGS/AGS Events for 2009
2. The next Beginner’s Class will be April 6 & 7, 2009
3. The next Executive Board will be March 7, 2009

******************************************************************************
FEBRUARY MEETING: The February Meeting will be held on February 15, 2009 at the 
Jonesboro Public Library at 2:00. Our speaker will be Vance Sales. He will be talking to us about 
The Revolutionary War Battle of Cowpens, South Carolina. 

******************************************************************************

*****   DUES   *****

It is once again time to renew your membership. Renewals are due in January. 

Membership Dues are $15 a year from January to January.  Please send dues to GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403. We would love to have you join us. Corporate Membership is 
$35 a year from January to January.  

LAST NEWSLETTER for those not renewing before March 13, 2009

******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
The following officers were elected at the January meeting.

President – Gail Lies Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Jean Sales Corresponding Secretary – Sherri Chamberlain
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Judy Clark Publications – Nancy Matthews

In addition Bill Settles, Brenda Shields and Jessy Wade on the Executive Board with Terry 
Cooper as an alternate.

******************************************************************************
On Tuesday, February 10, 2009, I (Nancy Matthews) will be meeting Colleen Nagy’s Girl Scout 
Troop at the Jonesboro Public Library. The girls are interested in learning about genealogy. They 
will be working toward earning a badge. I would like to wish them good luck in their searches.

******************************************************************************
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:

Debbie Ritter dtspirit@ritternet.com
SURNAMES: DACHS, RITTER, RUESEWALD, FISHER, WEISENBACH

William Dunavin wdunavin@yahoo.com or azwd@cox.net
SURNAMES: DUNAVIN, LADD, POWELL, FLOWERS, MURPHY, WINN, BOYD, MILES, 
PINKERTON, CLARK, LAMB, McFARLAND, & GREER

******************************************************************************
Letter from the President

What an eventful beginning to the new year!!!!  Welcome back returning members and new ones 
alike.  The ice storm of 2009 has really affected Craighead County, AR and surrounding counties 
and even states!  I trust that each of you have survived and are ready to get back into your 
genealogy in a big way.

This is an excellent time to invite friends to our monthly meetings. Christmas time often brings 
new computers and a big influx of people searching for their family ties. Let's work together to 
share our hobby with others!

The Executive Board is working hard to make this a productive year for the GSCCA and we 
encourage your participation and ask that you share ideas concerning upcoming topics for 
programs or projects that interest you!  I look forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming 
meetings and want to encourage you to plan on attending the FGS meeting in Little Rock this 
September!  Mark your calendars and I'll hope to see you there!

Gail Lies
President 2009
******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************

1877 & 1880 CRAIGHEAD COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAXES

NAME PT / SEC SEC TWP RNG AREA VALUE

Henry Allen W1/2-SW 14 14 4 80 $180.00
S. A. Warner NE 14 14 4 160 $80.00
S.A. Warner, Sen. SE 14 14 4 160 $80.00
Same E1/2-SW 14 14 4 80 $80.00
Thomas H. Adams N1/2-NW 14 14 4 80 $800.00
Mary Roy S1/2-NW 14 14 4 80 $400.00

Iley Walker SW-SW 15 14 4 40 $120.00
Wm. H. Cole NE 15 14 4 160 $500.00
W. J. Bell SW 15 14 4 160 $500.00
S. A. Warner SE 15 14 4 160 $350.00
Humphrey Warner NE-NW 15 14 4 40 $60.00
Wm. Burrow NW-NW 15 14 4 40 $150.00
W. T. Colbert SE-NW 15 14 4 40 $120.00

T. D. Culberhouse NW-NW 16 14 4 40 $100.00
Same SE 16 14 4 160 $750.00
A. Leach SE-NE 16 14 4 40 $80.00
Wm. R. Lewis W1/2-SW 16 14 4 80 $400.00
Same SW-SW 16 14 4 40 $100.00
W. H. Perkins W1/2NE-NE 16 14 4 20 $60.00
Same W1/2-NE 16 14 4 80 $300.00
Same NE-NE 16 14 4 40 $200.00
Mary E. McElrath SE-NW 16 14 4 40 $200.00
Same NE-SW 16 14 4 40 $200.00
R. G. Calhoun SE-SW 16 14 4 40 $200.00
Wm. Burrow E1/2NE-NE 16 14 4 20 $100.00

T. D. Culberhouse E1/2 17 14 4 320 $2,200.00
Wm. Puryear NW 17 14 4 160 $1,200.00
Margaret Patrick SW 17 14 4 160 $1,200.00

TOTALS 2560 $10,710.00

******************************************************************************
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AN ICY RESEARCH TRIP

By Dorothy McCarns

Last Monday (January 26), Nancy, Sherrie and I went on a research trip in West 
Tennessee.  Not too far from here, but we planned to spend a night in Dyersburg, TN and the 
next night in Jackson, TN.  We started out at the Trenton, TN library and courthouse and Sherrie 
found some good info and got lots of copies.  We went to the Dyersburg library at 4 p.m. and the 
librarian told us they would be closing 15 minutes early because an ice storm was coming.  We 
checked out their research room, didn't find anything useful, and went on to our hotel, first 
stopping at a grocery store and getting a few things in case we were iced in, like food and 
drinks!  Then we went to Applebees in the local Mall, which was in front of our hotel.  We had a 
great dinner and then went to the hotel.  All night one or another of us would check out the 
window to see what was happening.  It was all rain, except some icicles on the trees and bushes, 
but just water on the ground.  The hotel was next to the freeway and we could see the traffic was 
doing just fine.

Next morning we had breakfast at the hotel, hey it was included!  (Did I mention that 
Nancy had a whole bunch of hotel points to use?)   We packed up and went on to Jackson and 
stopped at the library there first.  We hit a goldmine for Sherrie, not much for Nancy and I in 
Madison, Co., where Jackson is.  So, we helped Sherrie get more copies of her family 
stuff.  Nancy and I did find some good stuff in other county books there in the library.  I am 
planning another research trip to Wilson County soon.
 Anyway, the Jackson library got a phone call in the afternoon and was told to close early, 
that an ice storm was coming.  Sound familiar?  We left and went to the hotel, a Doubletree, free 
on points again!  Nancy had made all these arrangements online.  We unloaded everything and 
went to find dinner.  We found a Lonestar restaurant where TGI Fridays was supposed to be and 
decided to eat there.  On the way back to the hotel we stopped at Sam's Club and walked around 
for the exercise.  So far, NO ICE in Jackson.    Back at the hotel, we got on our computers and 
cell phones to check on everyone in Jonesboro.  So far they were fine.  

On Wednesday morning we woke up to ice and snow everywhere.  We made 
arrangements to spend another night, and when the library opened at noon, we were ready. 
Sherrie was able to copy some more records and I e-mailed my DNA match for my Jones line 
and told him about my findings in Wilson County, TN.  He wrote back and said I should be able 
to find something on Richard Jones in Wilson County.  I NEED to go to Wilson County!  I found 
several references to Richard in the Wilson County books.  

Wednesday evening we ate at Burger King and then went to the local mall to walk 
around.  When we got back to the hotel we decided that we would start home the next morning. 
We called home to find out what we should find and bring home on the way.  We made two 
stops at Walmart stores and picked up some batteries, lanterns and lamp oil.  Then we found a 
TGI Friday’s and had a nice lunch, with the best service ever.  We had no problems on the way 
home, and when we got home another adventure started with living without electricity for 
several days.  As you can tell, we all survived!

******************************************************************************
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Genealogy Roadshow – Saturday, March 29, 2009. Held in Paragould, Arkansas and sponsored 
by the Arkansas Genealogy Society and the Greene County Historical and Genealogical Society.

FGS/AGS Conference – Tuesday, September 1, 2009 thru Saturday, September 5, 2009. This 
event will be held in Little Rock. On Tuesday, September 1, 2009 there will be some events 
scheduled for the Arkansas Genealogy Society. The remainder of the Conference are events 
scheduled for the Federation of Genealogical Societies. Additional information on the individual 
sessions can be found at http://www.fgs.org/2009conference/program/index.php. When you 
register be sure to indicate that you are part of the Genealogy Society of Craighead County, 
Arkansas.  

******************************************************************************
Grandpa's Life 

They think that I should cook and clean, and be a model wife. 
 I tell them it's more interesting to study Grandpa's life. 

 They simply do not understand why I hate to go to bed . . . 
 I'd rather do two hundred years of research work instead. 

 Why waste the time we have on earth just snoring and asleep? 
 When we can learn of ancestors that sailed upon the deep... 
 We have preachers, lawmen, soldiers - more than just a few 
 And yes, there's many scoundrels, and a bootlegger or two. 
 How can a person find this life an awful drudge or bore? 

 When we can live the lives of all those folks who came before...  
 A hundred years from now of course, no one will ever know 
 Whether I did laundry, but they'll see "Our Tree" and glow .  
 Cause their dear old granny left for them and for all posterity, 

 Not clean hankies and the like, but a lengthy family tree.  
 My home may be untidy, 'cause I've better things to do . . 

 I'm checking all the records to provide us with a clue. 
 Old granny's pulling roots and branches out with glee, 

 Her clothes aren't hanging out to dry, she's hung up on the Tree.

******************************************************************************

BEGINNING GENEALOGY: next class will be April 6 & 7, 2009. We will meet at the 
Jonesboro Public Library from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 

******************************************************************************
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2009 Calendars
$5.00 each

Craighead County, Arkansas

Calendars are still available. Please let us know if you would like one.

******************************************************************************

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2009 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Gail Lies Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Jean Sales Corresponding Secretary – Sherrie Chamberlain
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Judy Clark Publications – Nancy Matthews

Executive Board Members: Bill Settles, Brenda Shields, Jessy Wade – Terry Cooper, alternate
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