
           

VOLUME NUMBER NINE, ISSUE NUMBER TWO                                      FEBRUARY 2005

******************************************************************************
MEETING HAPPENINGS: On January 16, 2005 our regular meeting was held at the 
Jonesboro Public Library. It was time once again for year-end reports and elections. The Election 
Ballot complied by the Nomination Committee was:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Joyce Holder Publications – Nancy Matthews

There were no additional nominations from the floor and the slate of nominees was elected by 
acclamation.

******************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board meeting for February was held on 
February 12, 2005 at the Jonesboro Public Library.

1. A Membership Committee is needed. If you are interested, please contact Betty Woodall.
2. The next Beginning Genealogy Class will be Monday & Tuesday, April 4 & 5, 2005 

from 6 to 8:00 pm. 
3. The next Executive Board Meeting will be March 12, 2005.

******************************************************************************
FEBRUARY MEETING: The February meeting will be held on February 20, 2005 at 2:00 in 
the Round Room at the Jonesboro Public Library. Our Speaker will be Glenna Berry. The topic 
will be Writing Your Family Book.

******************************************************************************
DUES

Membership Dues are $15 a year from January to January.  Please send dues to GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403. We would love to have you join us. Corporate Membership is 
$35 a year from January to January.  REMEMBER TO RENEW
******************************************************************************
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Genealogy Society 
       Of

Craighead County, Arkansas

This month’s meeting will be at the 
Jonesboro Public Library

       February 20, 2005



******************************************************************************
MEMBER SURNAMES: Member surnames are posted on the Society’s Webpage at
http://www.freewebs.com/craighead_genealogy/surnames.htm. Please take a look and check 
your names and e-mail address. Then send me any corrections at nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net. For 
those individuals that do not have an e-mail address, I would like to include your names as well 
with a Genealogy Society e-mail. Any messages would be forwarded to you.
******************************************************************************
CONTINUED FROM JANUARY:

U.S. World War I Draft Registrations

The following was written by Jean Nudd, Archivist at the U.S. National Archives and Records 
Administration Northeast Region in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

M1509 is arranged alphabetically by state or territory, and then by county or city (except for 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, which are arranged by division or counties), and 
then alphabetically by surname of registrant. Each of the three registrations used a slightly 
different type of card. Each card asks for the same basic information, posed in formats of 10, 12 
or 20 questions: name, age, address, date and place of birth, race, citizenship, and name and 
place of employment. The 10-question format (June 1917) also asked for the place of birth of the 
registrant's father and the name and address of the nearest relative. The 12-question format (June 
and August 1918) included the registrant's occupation, marital status, dependents, former 
military status, and claims of exemption from the draft. The 20-question form (Sept. 1918) asked 
more specific citizenship information and name and address of nearest relative. Accompanying 
each is a brief physical description of the registrant.  

There are some notable points to remember when using M1509. Indians, prisoners, the insane, 
men in hospitals, and late registrants' cards are filed separately at the end of the microfilm series. 
These films are not available at every NARA facility. If a man was already serving in the 
military, he didn't need to register. Some recent immigrants may have written their last names 
first, so their cards may be filed under their given name rather than their surname. Hispanics use 
both the father and mother's surnames, so their cards may be filed under their mother's rather 
than their father's surname. And lastly, remember these cards were filled out by the registrant, 
and some people, even in 1918, were illiterate and may not have spelled their names as they are 
spelled today. 

Also available on microfilm is M1860, Boundary Maps of Selected Cities and Counties of WWI 
Selective Service Draft Registration Boards, 1917-18, on one roll of microfilm. These maps can 
simplify the task of finding the card of a registrant who lived in a heavily-populated area. Some 
of these maps are draft board maps showing the boundaries of the draft boards while others are 
just street and road maps. The maps are arranged geographically and cover major cities, 
including Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Bridgeport (CT), Buffalo (NY), Chicago, Washington 
(DC), Cleveland, Cincinnati, Hartford (CT), Dallas, Denver, Indianapolis, Jersey City (NJ), 
Kansas City (KS), Louisville, Los Angeles, Milwaukee, New Orleans, Minneapolis, New Haven, 
San Diego, St. Paul, Seattle, and Toledo, as well as the New York City metropolitan area and 
major cities in Pennsylvania. They were filmed in their plastic sleeves, due to their fragile 
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condition and age. Many of the maps are discolored or faded from age, and this makes them 
difficult to use. The highly reflective plastic sleeves caused unavoidable reflections as well. 

If the NARA facility nearest you doesn't have the roll of M1509 you need, the Atlanta office 
provides reference services for draft cards. There is a form available on NARA's web site, 
http://www.archives.gov/facilities, which researchers can use to request a search. You must 
know the man's full name, complete home address at the time of registration (including county), 
and name of nearest relative, at a minimum. Additional information helps them find the right 
card, including birth date, birth place, and occupation. Cost is $10 for each search.

In addition to these microfilmed draft registration cards and boundary maps of registration 
boards, records of the PMGO are available, but most are not microfilmed. The administrative 
records of the PMGO, including correspondence, personnel records, and opinion records, may 
not interest most genealogists. Some researchers may find their ancestors in the records relating 
to citizenship status, Presidential appeals, or delinquents and deserters. Perhaps most interesting 
are the records of local boards, including docket books and classification lists, list of inductees, 
and delinquent and deserter forms. 

The administrative records of the PMGO consist of several series, including general files, states 
files, miscellaneous files, office files, alien files, passport files, historical files, subject index to 
the PMGO's files, person and place index to the PMGO's files, orders to state draft executives, 
local board experience files, sample forms and form correspondence files, newspaper clippings, 
information file on court decisions, complaints file, list of U.S. residents serving in the British 
Expeditionary Forces, list of U.S. residents serving in the Canadian Expeditionary Forces, lists of 
registrants living abroad, personnel records, vouchers, appropriations received and spent for 
military service, and financial statistics of the Selective Service System. Some of these series are 
indexed.

The general, states, miscellaneous, and office files consist mainly of correspondence, reports, 
and related administrative papers relating to preparation, interpretation, and enforcement of the 
Selective Service regulations, state activities, and members of Congress. The alien files and its 
index are correspondence with foreign representatives about the registration of aliens residing in 
the United States. The passport file contains correspondence with draft registrants who desired 
passports to leave the United States. The historical file consists of papers withdrawn from the 
other files because they were considered to be of historical value. The local board experience file 
holds questionnaires filled in by local boards and sent to the PMGO on various provisions of the 
Selective Service Act. The complaints file consists of cards digesting correspondence received 
about draft dodgers, unfair classifications, and similar subjects, giving the name of complainant, 
summary of complaint, number of form letter sent in reply or notation of referral to the 
Department of Justice. The personnel records include cards of state draft board members and 
state draft officials, as well as PMGO personnel. The financial statistics are in two volumes and 
consist of lists of Selective Service appropriations with amounts expended by offices and boards 
for salaries, traveling expenses, equipment, rentals, supplies, and other purposes. The second 
volume is a chronological summary of expenditures of all states, followed by a summary sheet 
for each state. 
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Records of the district boards are also available. These include Forms 185 and 1006, which list 
the cases received in the district boards, either on appeal or as claims based on engagement in 
agriculture or industry. These forms give names of registrants, order and serial numbers, dates on 
which actions were taken, and classification. Many forms are incomplete. They are arranged by 
state and then by district board. 

The records of local boards include docket books, classification lists, lists of inductees, 
individual induction forms, and lists of delinquents and deserters. Some have indexes. The 
docket books are lists of registrants in the first registration, giving, for each man, his order and 
serial numbers, date on which the questionnaire was mailed to him, date and result of physical 
examination, date on which the registrant was sent to mobilization camp, and notation of 
acceptance or rejection there. There are notations if an appeal was made. The volumes are 
arranged numerically by code numbers assigned to each local board. Within each volume, the 
arrangement is numerical by the order number of registrant. These order numbers are on the 
original draft registration cards. Many local boards destroyed their docket books since they 
reproduced this information on the classification lists. 

The classification lists are lists of the registrants in all three registrations, giving the order and 
serial number for each man, race, date on which questionnaire was mailed to him and returned, 
classification, date of appeal, action taken by both local and district boards, date of physical 
examination, date of entrainment for mobilization camp, and notation of acceptance or rejection 
there. The volumes are arranged like the docket books. [THESE RECORDS ARE NOT 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE. MOST ARE STORED IN NARA'S ATLANTA OFFICE AND 
WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL AFTER THE MOVE INTO THEIR NEW FACILITY. 
Check with the Atlanta office for further information.] 

Lists of inductees are forms 164-A and 1029, used by the local boards to list men summoned for 
entrainment to mobilization camps. Each form contains the name of the local board, the 
mobilization camp, and the date on which men were to report. It lists the men with notations on 
acceptance or rejection at the camp or their failure to report. These are arranged within each state 
by local board and then chronologically by date of entrainment. 

Lists of delinquents and deserters contain various forms, including 146-A and 1013 forms listing 
men who failed to report for induction or to return the questionnaires. They give the name of the 
local board, date, and list of registrants with order and serial number, addresses, dates due to 
appear, and reasons for failure to report. Forms 4003 are the final lists of delinquents and 
deserters of each local board, giving name, order number, and notations of action taken by local 
boards and state headquarters. Forms 1018 are the lists prepared by the local board or the state 
Adjutant General of who failed to report for military duty; they give names, addresses, and dates 
of induction. Forms 148-B, 146-C, 4003-A, and 1012, each filed separately, are similar to those 
above but do not duplicate them. Forms 1013-A are Delinquent Classification Lists for States, 
giving the delinquent's name, local board, order number, delinquent order number, dates of 
mailing forms, and date of induction. Some do not show action taken. An index to delinquents 
and deserters forms is a card file that includes the name, local board, order number, and number 
of form on which each delinquent was reported. These index cards are filed by state and then in 
general alphabetical order by name of delinquent. 
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Researchers wanting to use these World War I draft registration records should first determine 
which records they require and then determine where the records are stored for the state they are 
seeking. Some of these records are available on a regional level, but others are only available in 
College Park or Atlanta, Georgia. For information on where to find each type of record, see the 
Guide to Federal Records in the National Archives of the United States, or visit 
http://www.archives.gov and search the on-line catalog (ARC).
******************************************************************************

Murphy's Laws of Genealogy

1.  The public ceremony in which your distinguished ancestor participated and at which the 
platform collapsed under him turned out to be his hanging.

2.  When at last after much hard work you have evolved the mystery that you have been working 
on for two years, your aunt says, "I could have told you that."

3.  You search ten years for your grandmother's maiden name to eventually find it on a letter in a 
box in the attic.

4.  You never asked your father about his family when he was alive because you weren't 
interested in genealogy then.

5.  The will you need is in the safe on board the Titanic.
6.  Copies of old newspapers have holes occurring only on the surnames.
7.  John, son of Thomas the immigrant whom your relatives claim as the family progenitor, died 

on board ship at the age of 10.
8.  Your great grandfather's newspaper obituary states that he died leaving no issue of record.
9.  Another genealogist has just insulted the keeper of the vital records you need.
10. The relative who had all the family photographs gave them all to her daughter who has no 

interest in genealogy and no inclination to share.
11. The only record you find for your great grandfather is that his  property was sold at a sheriff's 

sale of insolvency.
12. The one document that would supply the missing link in your dead end line has been lost due 

to fire, flood, or war.
13. The town clerk to whom you wrote for the information sends you a long handwritten letter 

which is totally illegible.
14. The spelling of your European ancestor's name bears no relationship to its current spelling or 

pronunciation.
15. None of the pictures in your recently deceased grandmother's photo album have names 

written on them.
16. No one in your family tree ever did anything noteworthy, owned property, was sued or was 

named in a will.
17. You learn that your great aunt's executor just sold her life's collection of family genealogical 

materials to a flea market dealer "Somewhere in New York City."
18. Ink fades and paper deteriorates at a rate inversely proportional to the value of the data 

recorded.
19. The 37 volume, 16,000 page history of your county of origin isn't indexed.
20. You finally find your great grandparents' wedding record and discover that the bride's father 

was named John Smith. 
******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
BOOKS  -- BOOKS – BOOKS

1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas – Volume 1 – 308 pages – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas – Volume 2 – 360 pages – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas – 2 Volume Set – 368 pages – indexed
price $50.00 includes postage (members $45.00)

1900 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas  --  about 437 pages – indexed
price $35.00 includes postage (members $30.00)

1900 & 1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Two book set 
price $80.00 includes postage (members $70.00)

1900 & 1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Two book set on CD Rom
price $40.00 includes postage (members $35.00)

1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 168 pages – indexed
price $18.00 includes postage (members $15.00)

1870 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 117 pages – indexed
price $15.00 includes postage (members $12.00)

1860 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 81 pages – indexed
price $12.00 includes postage (members $10.00)

1860, 1870 & 1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three book set.
price $40.00 includes postage (members $32.00)

1860, 1870 & 1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three book set on CD Rom
price $20.00 includes postage (members $15.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 2001-2003  -- 262 pages
price $25.00 includes postage (members $20.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1996-2000  -- 398 pages
price $35.00 includes postage (members $30.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1991-1995  -- 328 pages
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1986-1990  -- 244 pages
price $25.00 includes postage (members $20.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1981-1985  -- 180 pages
price $25.00 includes postage (members $20.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1981-2004  -- 5-Book Set
price $130.00 includes postage (members $120.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume I – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume II – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume III – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume IV – indexed
price $35.00 includes postage (members $30.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Four Volume Set
price $115.00 includes postage (members $100.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas – Four Volume Set on CD Rom
price $55.00 includes postage (members $50.00)
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Walking Through Your Past: A Guide to Finding Your Roots
price $15.00 includes postage (members $12.00)

Early Clay County Divorces: Western District, Corning 1881-1899 
Price $10.00 including postage by Gina Horton for GSCCA

Early Craighead County, Arkansas Divorces: Western District, Jonesboro Courthouse 1878 - 1897 
Price $15.00 including postage by Gina Horton for GSCCA 

Member Books for Sale

1890 Tax Receipts (Real Estate Tax, Personal Property Tax & Poll Tax) Craighead County, Arkansas
Price $35.00 including  postage from: Nancy Matthews – nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net 

1890 Tax Craighead County, Arkansas – on CD Rom
Price $20.00 including  postage from: Nancy Matthews – nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net 

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1881 – 1902  
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com   

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1902 – 1920  
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com  

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages –Two Volume Set
Price $45.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com  

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1881 – 1920  on CD Rom
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com  

Bassett Cemetery – Old Section – Mississippi County Arkansas 2003
Price $10.00 including  postage from: Irene Goble – PecanPt@aol.com

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume I
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume II
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume III
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Three Volume Set
Price $70.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Monette Arkansas Newspaper Obituaries & Death Notices 1920-1927
Price $30.00 including postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

Marriage Records of Sharp County, Arkansas: Southern District 1880-1910 & Northern District 
1893-1910  Price $36.75 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com 

1870 Census of Sharp County, Arkansas 
Price $11.75 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

1880 Census of Sharp County, Arkansas 
Price $20.80 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

1860 Census of Lawrence County, Arkansas 
Price 18.75 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

Price for 3 Sharp County Books including  postage $63.00
Price for 3 Sharp County Books & 1 Lawrence County Book including  postage $80.00

Billie and Irene's Boys: A Family History of Billie Smith and Irene Hanson Including Allied Family Surnames--
Black, Burrow, Cannon, Goodman, Hendrix, Sims, Vanhorn, and Williams

Price $30.00 including postage from RaNae Vaughn -- ranaesv@hotmail.com
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2005 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Joyce Holder Publications – Nancy Matthews

8


	VOLUME NUMBER NINE, ISSUE NUMBER TWO                                      FEBRUARY 2005
	DUES
	U.S. World War I Draft Registrations
	BOOKS  -- BOOKS – BOOKS
	Member Books for Sale

	1890 Tax Receipts (Real Estate Tax, Personal Property Tax & Poll Tax) Craighead County, Arkansas
	1890 Tax Craighead County, Arkansas – on CD Rom
	Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1881 – 1902  
	Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1902 – 1920  
	Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages –Two Volume Set
	Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1881 – 1920  on CD Rom
	Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume I
	Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume II
	Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume III
	Price $25.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net
	Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Three Volume Set

	Monette Arkansas Newspaper Obituaries & Death Notices 1920-1927
		Price $30.00 including postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com
	Marriage Records of Sharp County, Arkansas: Southern District 1880-1910 & Northern District 
	1870 Census of Sharp County, Arkansas 
	1880 Census of Sharp County, Arkansas 
	1860 Census of Lawrence County, Arkansas 


