
Genealogy Society
Of

Craighead County, Arkansas

This month’s meeting will be held at
The Jonesboro Public Library

Next meeting: Sunday, February 15, 1998

ISSUE NUMBER TWO, VOLUME NUMBER TWO                                             FEBRUARY 1998

MEETING HAPPENINGS: We would like to welcome the following new members: Ed 
Gerdes, Gregory Scott and Tommie Jean Warlow. At the January meeting we had these 
guests: Bonnie Hartsell, Harry Vredingburg, Marilee Lewis and Larry & Ann Adams. We 
would also like to extend our thanks and appreciation to Bill Couch for presenting the 
program on the Internet. Our program for our March meeting has not yet been set.
*******************************************************************************************************
ELECTIONS were held at the February meeting. Gail Lies was elected as the new president. 
Jeanette McClure will remain as Vice-President and Hilda Wilcox will continue as 
Secretary/Treasurer.
*******************************************************************************************************
DUES will be $15.00 per year and should be sent to: Hilda Wilcox, P.O. Box 2401, Jonesboro, 
AR. 72402. (E-mail stretch@insolwwb.net) If you have any questions or need information, 
please call our President, Gail Lies, (870) 932-1301. (E-mail nglies1@ibm.net).
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER: The newsletter is published monthly and any visitors to our meetings will 
receive one complimentary copy.  We NEED QUERIES  and any other information you may 
like to have published about genealogy, of course. Please send any query or item to:  Jeanette 
Henson McClure, 1500 Garland Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401.
*******************************************************************************************************
LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION: As most of you know, the Jonesboro library will be 
undergoing some construction. The genealogy books will be moved temporarily to the west 
end of the library. The library will be closed for a couple of days in order to get these books 
moved. At this time, it is expected for the library to be closed on April 2 and 3. BE PATIENT 
when the construction is finished, we will have a whole new area.

*******************************************************************************************************
MARCH MEETING : Due to the library construction, the Round Room is now closed. We 
have been given permission to use the foyer to the Round Room for our March meeting. At 
the February meeting it was decided (for those who would like to do so) to meet at 1:30 and 
bring finger foods. This is intended to be a Get-To-Know-You time before the regular 
meeting. We hope to see everyone there.

*******************************************************************************************************
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*******************************************************************************************************

EPIDEMICS:

Source: Ancestors West, SSBCGS, Vol 20, No 1, Fall 1993, South Bend (IN)

In case you ever wondered why a large number of your ancestors disappeared during a 
certain period in history, this might help. Epidemics have always had a great influence on 
people - and thus influencing, as well, the genealogists trying to trace them. Many cases of 
people disappearing from records can be traced to dying during an epidemic or moving 
away from the affected area. Some of the major epidemics in the United States are listed 
below:

1657 Boston Measles
1687 Boston Measles
1690 New York Yellow Fever
1713 Boston Measles
1729 Boston Measles
1732-3 Worldwide Influenza
1738 South Carolina Smallpox
1739-40 Boston Measles
1747 CT,NY,PA,SC Measles
1759 N. Amer [areas inhabited by white people] Measles
1761 N. Amer and West Indies Influenza
1772 N. America Measles
1775 N. Amer [especially hard in NE] epidemic Unknown
1775-6 Worldwide [one of the worst epidemics] Influenza
1783 Dover, DE ["extremely fatal"] Bilious Disorder
1788 Philadelphia and New York Measles
1793 Vermont [a "putrid" fever] and Influenza
1793 VA [killed 500 in 5 counties in 4 weeks] Influenza
1793 Philadelphia [one of the worst epidemics] Yellow Fever
1793 Harrisburg, PA [many unexplained deaths] Unknown
1793 Middletown, PA [many mysterious deaths] Unknown
1794 Philadelphia, PA Yellow Fever
1796-7 Philadelphia, PA Yellow Fever
1798 Philadelphia, PA [one of the worst] Yellow Fever
1803 New York Yellow Fever
1820-3 Nationwide [starts-Schuylkill River and spreads] "Fever"
1831-2 Nationwide [brought by English emigrants] Asiatic Cholera
1832 New York City and other major cities Cholera
1837 Philadelphia Typhus
1841 Nationwide [especially severe in the south] Yellow Fever
1847 New Orleans Yellow Fever
1847-8 Worldwide Influenza
1848-9 North America Cholera

2



1850 Nationwide Yellow Fever
1850-1 North America Influenza
1852 Nationwide [New Orleans-8,000 die in summer] Yellow Fever
1855 Nationwide [many parts] Yellow Fever
1857-9 Worldwide [one of the greater epidemics] Influenza
1860-1 Pennsylvania Smallpox
1865-73 Philadelphia, NY, Boston, New Orleans} [Smallpox

Baltimore, Memphis, Washington DC} [Cholera
[A series of recurring epidemics of:} [Typhus

[Typhoid
[Scarlet Fever
[Yellow Fever

1873-5 North America and Europe Influenza
1878 New Orleans [last great epidemic] Yellow Fever
1885 Plymouth, PA Typhoid
1886 Jacksonville, FL Yellow Fever
1918 Worldwide[high point yr] more people were [Influenza

hospitalized in WWI from this epidemic than
wounds. US Army training camps became
death camps, with 80% death rate in some camps

Finally, these specific instances of cholera were mentioned:
1833 Columbus, OH
1834 New York City
1849 New York
1851 Coles Co., IL, The Great Plains, and Missouri
*******************************************************************************************************

QUERIES
*******************************************************************************************************

DENNIS -- Ben Dennis born 1874 died 1944; Isaac Dennis born in 1843 Woodruff County, 
AR; John S. Dennis born about 1810 in KY; William C. Flannagin born in Tenn on 22 Dec 
1843; Mary B.(Mollie) Smith born in AR on 26 July 1863; James Thomas Bradberry; Rosiana 
Mathis; Dosha Duller Bradberry; James Leondogist Woodall; Nancy Isbell; Mancifield Foster 
born in Indiana about 1830; Luvena Hurst/Hearst born in TN about 1850; George W. Dillard 
and Adeline Conway. These are all family names that Betty Woodall is interested in tracing. 
2207 Brenon Dr, Jonesboro AR 72401.

*******************************************************************************************************
MILLER COUNTY (continued)
Concerning the "second" Miller County (the one located south of Red River from 1828 to 
1836) Dr. Foreman mentions the subject in a footnote:  In this part of what are now Bowie, 
Red River and Lamar Counties, Texas, the inhabitants who believed they were in the limits of 
Miller County, Arkansas set up a sort of local government, and until 1837 paid taxes at a 
place called Jonesborough on the south bank of Red River, opposite the mouth of Clear 
Creek. The "sort of Local government" was a regularly constituted county of Arkansas 
Territory, with its full quota of legally elected officials pursuing with promptness and 

3



regularity the forms and established practices of local government, holding  courts, enforcing 
civil and criminal law, collecting taxes and recording the proceedings of the jurisdiction in 
punctilious form. The purpose of this paper is to supply the forgotten story of the Red River 
hinterland from the far-off day when first the southwestward advance of the American 
frontier came in contact with the Spanish Texas until the time of the establishment of the 
Republic of Texas.   

Chapter 1: The Harlequin Platoon: Until 1815 the area that is now southwestern 
Arkansas, southeastern Oklahoma and northeastern Texas was one of the remote  sections of 
the North American continent. But not completely unknown to men of the outside world... 
The fathers of French settlers had a trading post at St. Louis deCadodacho. Buried in the 
archives of the Department of War at Washington were John Sibleys reports on the upper 
Red River written in 1805 and the accounts of the Freeman-Curtis expedition turned back by 
the Spanish at Spanish Bluffs in the summer of 1806.The region along Red River was called 
Punta Pecana by the Spaniards who boasted over their cups of besting the Americans there. 
But the land itself was empty of  white inhabitants and a few Indians resided there. The 
Caddos, had lived along the banks of the Red River above the Great Raft, and had deserted 
their ancient habitat two decades before the vengeance of the Osages had wiped out in 1795 
the inhabitants of the villages on Long Prairie. So the fertile valley of the Red was left open to 
the coming of the American frontiersman bent upon finding good hunting and trapping and 
farm lands.

Into the region of the Great Bend, came the customary  assortment  of
backwoodsmen. Hunters from Tennessee and Missouri, friends of Crockett and  the aging 
Boone, threaded the canebrakes along the river and the streams from it, in search of beaver or 
pushed out onto the Prairies to hunt buffalo or capture wild mustang. Close behind followed 
traders - as William Mabbitt and George and Alex Wetmore - intent upon opening commerce 
with the plains Indians of farther west.  Many years have passed since the coming of the 
longhunters to the forest and canebrakes of the upper Red. Their positive identity has been 
lost to history. It was only when a party of hunters met with an unusual mishap that notes 
were taken of their activities. Their misfortune thus proves to be our good fortune. Otherwise 
their coming and going would have submerged in the forgetfulness of the years.

The oldest document which preserves the record of these episodes is a
petition to the Secretary of State of the audited States from sundry inhabitants of the portion 
of Missouri Territory situated  between the Arkansas and the Red River, known then as the 
Little Missouri Township, Arkansas County , and dated 4 August 1817.The events occurred 
in the area now lying in southeastern Oklahoma. First, was an attack made by the Osages on 
Jacob Barkman, Andrew Robinson and Abraham Anthony  in October, 1815.The three had 
went to visit a party of hunters who were camped on the left bank of the Kiamichi and some 
forty miles above the mouth of the stream were set upon by Indians. The party spurred their 
horses in an attempt to out ride the Indians, but Anthony was overtaken, killed and scalped. 
Later his skeleton was found; there was no doubt it was he as his hat was found hanging on a 
bush nearby. (Andrew Robinson’s hunting prowess was a legend along the frontier.) In the 
following June, a man by the name of John Smith Archils was killed and beheaded , while 
returning to camp of his hunting companions on the west bank of the Kaiamichi some fifteen 
miles above its mouth. Another party of hunters, known because of their misfortune, was 
comprised of Henry Jones, Martin Varner, and George Creason....they had camped December 
night, 1816, near the mouth of Choctaw Bayou on the left bank of Red River, the Texas side, 
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at dawn they were assailed by a considerable band of Osages. Varner   and Jones were 
seriously wounded  but all man aged to escape although they lost all their camp gear and 
pelts. (Footnote: Henry Jones was born in Richmond, Virginia, 15 March 1789.) The date 
when he first came west is unknown but he was hunting on Red River  in 1816. He married 
Nancy Stiles, the daughter of William Stiles, Sr., in January 1821. He went to South Texas in 
the early months of 1822 with his hunting companion, Martin Varner, and settled there two 
miles west of the present site of Independence.  His son, William Stiles Jones, was born near 
the crossing on the Brazos and claimed the distinction of being the first born  child in Austin's 
Colony. Henry Jones moved in 1823 to Ford Bend Co., Texas. and located near Richmond, he 
cut the first road from east to west Columbia and set up the second gin and horse mill in 
Ford Bend County. He died June 8, 1861, on his farm, eight miles from Richmond. INDIAN 
WARS AND PIONEERS OF TEXAS, 311. Martin Varner was of German descent (the family 
was originally named Warner,) He was probably born about 1787, a few miles north of the 
present site of Luray, Page County, Virginia. Tradition says he  moved to Missouri at an early 
date. Varner was living in May  1819, a few miles west of the Kiamichi. He moved with Jones 
to south Texas in 1822 and April 22, 1822 was living two miles west of Independence. He was 
a brother in law of Bailey Inglish, first sheriff of Miller County.

One other episode involving an Indian attack has preserved for us the records of what 
may have been the first actual settlement  in the area afterward comprised in the boundaries 
of Miller County. In the summer  of 1817 the families of  William Scritchfield, Wyatt 
Anderson, Jonathan Anderson, Joshua Anderson and James Thompson were living in the 
Clear Creek settlement, near where the stream empties into the Red River, some six miles 
below the Kiamichi. June 28, the men above mentioned, accompanied by a Negro slave, set 
out  along the Kiamichi in search of buffalo meat with which to feed their families. On the 
following day as they were  returning home, they were ambushed by Osages; Scritchfield 
was killed and scalped; Wyatt Anderson's arm was broken by a musket ball but he succeeded 
in getting off alive. 

(Footnote: Among the signers of the petition to the Secretary of State was Bailey 
Anderson, doubtless a kinsman of the hunters of the same family name.  In 1826 he was a 
resident of San Augustine County, Texas; served as alcalde in 1829. Jonathan Anderson, 
likewise moved to St. Augustine County and participated in the Fredonian Rebellion. James 
Thompson was a son-in-law of  Caleb Greenwood, one of the earliest hunters along Red 
River. He first camped there in 1817 or 1818, accompanied by his sons-in-law, Hugh 
Thompson, James Thompson and Thomas Barron.  In 1819 Caleb Greenwood’s  camp was 
attacked by Indians.  But he and his two companions got off with only the loss of their camp 
gear.  Greenwood left the Red River section before  July, 1825; at least he did not sign the 
petition, although Joel and John Greenwood did sign the petition. Thomas Barron was also a 
signer. In 1844 Caleb Greenwood appeared at Sutters Fort in California accompanied by two 
sons, John and Britton, reputed to be half-breed offspring of a Crow squaw; the three had 
guided  Elisha Stevens party of immigrants from Missouri to California; later they went to 
Fort Hall to induce others to come to Sutters Fort. We last lose sight of Caleb Greenwood in 
1846, when, in his eighty-third year, he was living in what is now Lake County, California.) 

To be continued.

*******************************************************************************************************
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UNKNOWNS

Dear ----, 

I have spent several years looking for family information and have, as of this week,  decided 
that I am a descendent of the family branch called UNKNOWNS.

I find kazillions with the names of my branches but my branches don't seem to attach to any 
trees in the known world. Therefore, I have concluded that there are three ways in which the 
UNKNOWNS originated:

1. We were sent to the colonies by the British government in the 1700's to spy. We so excelled 
in the art of blending in with the flora and fauna that no one knew we were here...even the 
British lost contact with us.

2. We were dropped off here by one of the space ships that some think visited our planet. 
Again, we were outstanding in the ability to blend in and so were never noticed.  Somewhere 
down the line someone forgot to tell us that we are from another planet. I think the space 
ships some people report seeing and being captured by, are our true family and they are 
looking for us to take us home.

3. Immaculate conception...which explains itself.

4. I really don't exist. I am but a figment of someone's imagination but I don't know who that 
someone is. 

I am very frustrated as you can tell. Do you have a section in this area for us UNKNOWNs to 
apply to families for adoption so that we can attach our tiny branch buds and belong to some 
tree...any tree?

Written by: Mary Ann Bartlett

*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER ON-LINE: Our monthly newsletter is on-line and can be accessed at 
<http://www.insolwwb.net/~nlmatthews/newsletter.htm>. Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated.
*******************************************************************************************************
We would again like to extend our best wishes and congratulations to our new officers.

President -- Gail Lies
Vice President -- Jeanette McClure
Secretary/Treasurer -- Hilda Wilcox

We wish them all the best in the coming year.
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