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******************************************************************************
MEETING HAPPENINGS: On December 7, 2004 out Christmas Party was held at Western 
Sizzlin’ on Highland Drive in Jonesboro.

******************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: The Executive Board meeting for November was held on 
January 8, 2005 at the Jonesboro Public Library.

1. Elections will be held at the January Meeting
2. Year-end reports are due from the Officers.
3. We will be presenting the library with the Obituary Index 2003 – 2004.
4. The next Beginning Genealogy Class will be Monday & Tuesday, January 10 & 11, 2005 

from  6 to 8:00 pm. 
5. The next Executive Board Meeting will be February 12, 2005.

******************************************************************************
JANUARY MEETING: The January meeting will be held on January 16, 2005 at 2:00 in the 
Round Room at the Jonesboro Public Library. It is time once again for Elections and Year-end 
Reports.
******************************************************************************

DUES
Membership Dues are $15 a year from January to January.  Please send dues to GSCCA, P.O. 
Box 844, Jonesboro, AR 72403. We would love to have you join us. Corporate Membership is 
$35 a year from January to January.  REMEMBER TO RENEW
******************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER:  Many of our Society members have computers in their home and have access 
to e-mail and the Internet. For those members we would like to offer the following choices: (1) 
receiving their newsletter as an e-mail attachment, (2) viewing directly on the Internet, or (3) 
continuing to receive a newsletter through the regular mail. Please let me (Nancy Matthews) 
know your choice nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net. 

Unless you let me know different, you will continue to receive your newsletter through 
the regular mail. As always the newsletter is available by going to the Society’s Website at 
http://www.freewebs.com/craighead_genealogy/ .
******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
ELECTION BALLOT: The following members have been nominated to serve for 2005. 
Nominations will be taken from the floor. The current recommendations are:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Lynn Dowdy
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Joyce Holder Publications – Nancy Matthews
******************************************************************************
BEGINNING GENEALOGY CLASS: The next Beginning Genealogy classes will be January 
10 & 11, 2005 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 

Please contact Betty Woodall betty.woodall@worldnet.att.net -- 931-4111 or Nancy Matthews 
nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net -- 933-8153. There will be a $10.00 deposit required. 

Additional Beginning Classes:
February 7 & 8, 2005
April 4 & 5, 2005
******************************************************************************

SCHEDULED MEETING DATES – 2005

Regular Meeting Executive Board Meeting

January 16, 2005 January 8, 2005
February 20, 2005 February 12, 2005
March 20, 2005 March 12, 2005
April 17, 2005 April 9, 2005
May 15, 2005 May 7, 2005
June 26, 2005 June 11, 2005
July 17, 2005 July 9, 2005
August 21, 2005 August 13, 2005
September 18, 2005 September 10, 2005
October 16, 2005 October 16, 2005
November 20, 2005 November 12, 2005
December – to be announced December – none scheduled

******************************************************************************
PROGRAM COMMITTEE: We need a Program Committee to help with program ideas for 
the coming year. If you are interested in helping to plan upcoming programs, please let us know 
at the meeting or contact Gail Lies at nglies@nex.net. Any help and ideas are appreciated.

******************************************************************************
NEW MEMBER: Welcome to Carolyn Richardson, 138 South 8th Street, West Helena, AR 
72390 – Surnames: Carter, Stephens, Walker, Etter.
******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
"The South is a land that has known sorrows; it is a land that has broken the ashen crust and 
moistened it with tears; a land scarred and riven by the plowshare of war and billowed with the 
graves of her dead; but a land of legend, a land of song, a land of hallowed and heroic memories. 
To that land every drop of my blood, every fiber of my being, every pulsation of my heart, is
consecrated forever. I was born of her womb; I was nurtured at her breast; and when my
last hour shall come, I pray God that I may be pillowed upon her bosom and rocked to sleep 
within her tender encircling arms." by  Edward Carmack
******************************************************************************
MEMBER SURNAMES: Member surnames are posted on the Society’s Webpage at
http://www.freewebs.com/craighead_genealogy/surnames.htm. Please take a look and check 
your names and e-mail address. Then send me any corrections at nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net. For 
those individuals that do not have an e-mail address, I would like to include your names as well 
with a Genealogy Society e-mail. Any messages would be forwarded to you.

******************************************************************************
U.S. World War I Draft Registrations

The following was written by Jean Nudd, Archivist at the U.S. National Archives and Records 
Administration Northeast Region in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. Because it was written by a 
government employee in conjunction with her employment, you may freely copy this and 
republish as you wish. However, I strongly suggest that you credit Jean Nudd as the author. 

Background
On May 18, 1917, Congress passed the Selective Service Act authorizing the President to draft 
men into military service. The Selective Service System (SSS), under the office of the Provost 
Marshal General (PMGO), was responsible for the process of selecting men for induction into 
the military service, from the initial registration to the actual delivery of men to military training 
camps. 

The SSS operated under a "supervised decentralization" format. The President established 
district boards based on Federal Judicial Districts. The average district board had jurisdiction 
over approximately 30 local boards, each with an average registration of 5,000 men. The district 
boards had appellate jurisdiction over the decisions of the local boards in some claims and 
original jurisdiction in others.  

Under the PMGO, the SSS was made up of 52 state (or territory) offices, 155 district boards, 
1,319 medical advisory boards, and 4,648 local boards. These organizations were responsible for 
registering men; classifying them; taking into consideration needs for manpower in certain 
industries and in agriculture, as well as certain special family situations of the registrants; 
handling any appeals of these classifications; determining the medical fitness of individual 
registrants; determining the order in which registrants would be called; calling registrants; and 
placing them on trains to training centers.
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Local boards were established in each county or similar subdivision in each state and for each 
30,000 persons (approximately) in each city or county. The local boards were charged with 
registration, determination of serial and order numbers, classification, and the call and 
entrainment of draftees.  

During World War I, there were three registrations. The first was on June 5, 1917, registering 
men between the ages of 21 and 31.  The second was on June 5, 1918, registering men who had 
turned 21 since June 5, 1917 (A supplemental registration on Aug. 24, 1918, registered those 
becoming 21 since June 5, 1918.). The third registration was held on September 12, 1918, and 
registered men 18 through 45. So, all men born between 1872 and September 1900 who were not 
in active military service by June 1917 filled out draft registration cards, whether they were 
native born, naturalized, or alien. 

There were five World War I draft classifications, but they were not the straightforward 
arrangement that we all remember from later wars, such as 1A or 4F. Every registrant was 
considered belonging to Class 1 until his status giving him the right of deferred classification 
was fully established. So, all registrants were in Class 1 unless they were granted a deferment. 
The remaining classes, 2-5, were known as the deferred classes, but that did not mean they could 
not be drafted. The report states, "After exhausting class 1, men would be called from the first 
registration from Class 2, 3, and 4, with practically accurate knowledge that they were being 
called in direct order of their availability and in inverse order of their need for the social and 
economic life of the country." Class 5 was the only class not subject to induction.

Each draft board used a set of standard "principles" to place men in the deferred classes, 
including dependency, sundry specific vocations, necessary agricultural and industrial workers, 
or moral disqualification. Alien citizens, termed alienage by the SSS, were placed in class 5. 
Enemy aliens were also classified 5s. The rest of registered "noncombatant" and "neutral" aliens 
were dispersed across Class 1 and other deferred classes. Dependency deferment was based on 
family support needs, if someone else was able to support family members, and if the man had 
children or how recently he had married. 

Sundry specified vocations were generally federal and state officers (class 5), ministers (class 5), 
pilots (class 5), mariners (class 4), county or municipal officers (class 3), firemen and policemen 
(class 3), customhouse clerks (class 3), or mailmen (class 3). Necessary agricultural and 
industrial workers were classified in all classes "according to the degree of their skill and the 
relative necessity and importance of such an individual to a particular enterprise. In class 2 was 
placed a registrant found by his district board to be a necessary skilled farm laborer in a 
necessary agricultural enterprise or a necessary skilled industrial laborer in a necessary industrial 
enterprise. In class 3... found to be a necessary assistant, associate or hired manager of a 
necessary enterprise; ...also a registrant found to be a necessary highly specialized technical or 
mechanical expert of a necessary industrial enterprise. Class 4... found to be a necessary sole 
managing, controlling, or directing head." 

After the signing of the armistice on November 11, 1918, the activities of the Selective Service 
System were rapidly curtailed. On November 27, 1918, the Provost Marshal General ordered that 
selective service organizations be closed and that records of draft boards and state headquarters 
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be forwarded to Washington. By March 31, 1919, all local, district and medical advisory boards 
were closed, and in 1919 the last state headquarters closed operations. The Provost Marshal 
General was relieved from duty on July 15, 1919, thereby finally terminating the activities of the 
Selective Service System of World War I. Detailed accounts of the organization and activities of 
the Selective Service System are contained in two annual reports and the final report of the 
Provost Marshal General to the Secretary of War and in the Selective Service Regulations 
(Washington 1918). 

Records Descriptions
The order of the Secretary of War of November 27, 1918, provided for the transfer of the 
Selective Service System records to the Adjutant General's Office, where they were administered 
by the Selective Service Division. Since the closing of the PMGO in 1919, the great bulk of the 
records have been destroyed by Congressional authority as having no permanent value or 
because of duplication. All the records not destroyed were transferred to the National Archives in 
1942 and 1945 with the exception of the original registration cards, which were in the custody of 
the Bureau of the Census until 1989. At that time they were transferred to the National Archives. 
These records include the correspondence, reports, and related papers of the PMGO relating to 
the administration of the draft, draft quotas, appeals to the President, the Students' Army 
Training Corps, deserters, aliens, personnel, accounts, and other matters; records of the local 
boards consisting principally of docket books, classification lists, lists of inductees and of 
delinquents and deserters; docket books and forms of district boards; and vouchers. Also 
included in this record group and described in this checklist are the correspondence files of the 
Selective Service Division of the Adjutant General's Office, 1919-39, which furnished 
information during that period to inquirers concerning the Selective Service System and its 
records. 

The draft registration records consist of approximately 24 million cards (about 23% of the 
population in 1918). They are reproduced in M1509, WWI Selective Service System Draft 
Registration Cards, 1917-18, on 4,277 rolls of microfilm. It is important to note that not all of the 
men who registered for the draft actually served in the military, and not all of the men who 
served in the military registered for the draft. Moreover, these are not military service records. 
These records end when individuals reported to the Army training camp. They contain no 
information about an individual's military service. 

M1509 is arranged alphabetically by state or territory, and then by county or city (except for 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, which are arranged by division or counties), and 
then alphabetically by surname of registrant. Each of the three registrations used a slightly 
different type of card. Each card asks for the same basic information, posed in formats of 10, 12 
or 20 questions: name, age, address, date and place of birth, race, citizenship, and name and 
place of employment. The 10-question format (June 1917) also asked for the place of birth of the 
registrant's father and the name and address of the nearest relative. The 12-question format (June 
and August 1918) included the registrant's occupation, marital status, dependents, former 
military status, and claims of exemption from the draft. The 20-question form (Sept. 1918) asked 
more specific citizenship information and name and address of nearest relative. 
TO BE CONTINUED:
******************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************
BOOKS  -- BOOKS – BOOKS

1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas – Volume 1 – 308 pages – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas – Volume 2 – 360 pages – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas – 2 Volume Set – 368 pages – indexed
price $50.00 includes postage (members $45.00)

1900 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas  --  about 437 pages – indexed
price $35.00 includes postage (members $30.00)

1900 & 1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Two book set 
price $80.00 includes postage (members $70.00)

1900 & 1910 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Two book set on CD Rom
price $40.00 includes postage (members $35.00)

1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 168 pages – indexed
price $18.00 includes postage (members $15.00)

1870 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 117 pages – indexed
price $15.00 includes postage (members $12.00)

1860 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- 81 pages – indexed
price $12.00 includes postage (members $10.00)

1860, 1870 & 1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three book set.
price $40.00 includes postage (members $32.00)

1860, 1870 & 1880 Census of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Three book set on CD Rom
price $20.00 includes postage (members $15.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 2001-2003  -- 262 pages
price $25.00 includes postage (members $20.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1996-2000  -- 398 pages
price $35.00 includes postage (members $30.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1991-1995  -- 328 pages
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1986-1990  -- 244 pages
price $25.00 includes postage (members $20.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1981-1985  -- 180 pages
price $25.00 includes postage (members $20.00)

The Jonesboro Sun Obituary Index 1981-2004  -- 5-Book Set
price $130.00 includes postage (members $120.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume I – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume II – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume III – indexed
price $30.00 includes postage (members $25.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Volume IV – indexed
price $35.00 includes postage (members $30.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas -- Four Volume Set
price $115.00 includes postage (members $100.00)

Cemeteries of Craighead County, Arkansas – Four Volume Set on CD Rom
price $55.00 includes postage (members $50.00)
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Walking Through Your Past: A Guide to Finding Your Roots
price $15.00 includes postage (members $12.00)

Early Clay County Divorces: Western District, Corning 1881-1899 
Price $10.00 including postage by Gina Horton for GSCCA

Early Craighead County, Arkansas Divorces: Western District, Jonesboro Courthouse 1878 - 1897 
Price $15.00 including postage by Gina Horton for GSCCA 

Member Books for Sale

1890 Tax Receipts (Real Estate Tax, Personal Property Tax & Poll Tax) Craighead County, Arkansas
Price $35.00 including  postage from: Nancy Matthews – nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net 

1890 Tax Craighead County, Arkansas – on CD Rom
Price $20.00 including  postage from: Nancy Matthews – nlmatthews@sbcglobal.net 

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1881 – 1902  
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com   

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1902 – 1920  
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com  

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages –Two Volume Set
Price $45.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com  

Corning, Arkansas Clay County – Western District Marriages 1881 – 1920  on CD Rom
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Dorothy McCarns – mn  dmccarns@ritternet.com  

Bassett Cemetery – Old Section – Mississippi County Arkansas 2003
Price $10.00 including  postage from: Irene Goble – PecanPt@aol.com

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume I
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume II
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Volume III
Price $25.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Craighead County Eastern District Marriage Records – Lake City – Three Volume Set
Price $70.00 including  postage from: Gail Lies – nglies@nex.net

Monette Arkansas Newspaper Obituaries & Death Notices 1920-1927
Price $30.00 including postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

Marriage Records of Sharp County, Arkansas: Southern District 1880-1910 & Northern District 
1893-1910  Price $36.75 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com 

1870 Census of Sharp County, Arkansas 
Price $11.75 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

1880 Census of Sharp County, Arkansas 
Price $20.80 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

1860 Census of Lawrence County, Arkansas 
Price 18.75 including  postage from: Joyce Whitten – jwhitten@bscn.com

Price for 3 Sharp County Books including  postage $63.00
Price for 3 Sharp County Books & 1 Lawrence County Book including  postage $80.00

Billie and Irene's Boys: A Family History of Billie Smith and Irene Hanson Including Allied Family Surnames--
Black, Burrow, Cannon, Goodman, Hendrix, Sims, Vanhorn, and Williams

Price $30.00 including postage from RaNae Vaughn -- ranaesv@hotmail.com
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The Genealogy Society of
Craighead County, Arkansas

P.O. Box 844
Jonesboro, AR  72403-0844

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2005 NEW _____ RENEWAL ______

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE__________________________________________________________________

SURNAMES __________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE $15.00 PER YEAR DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY.

Officers:

President – Betty Woodall Recording Secretary – Donna Ishmael
Vice President – Gail Lies Corresponding Secretary – Nelda Simpkins
Treasurer – Dorothy McCarns Historian – Gregg Scott
Publicity – Lisa Upton Publications – Nancy Matthews
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