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MEETING HAPPENINGS: We would like to welcome the following new members: Nelda 
Adams; Cletis Collins; Jo Ann Cooper; Sue Grommet; Mary Ann Richardson; Joyce Warren; 
and Joyce Whitten. We would also like to extend our thanks and appreciation to Chris 
Johnson for the program on Newspaper Research. A Nominating Committee was formed. 
They will have names to place in nomination for President, Vice President and Secretary / 
Treasurer. We will vote at the February meeting. Additional nominations will be accepted at 
that time.  It was decided that our first project as a group would be the publication of 
updated cemetery records. The committee putting the book or books together is: Bill Couch, 
Ed Gerdes and Joyce Whitten. Our next meeting will be 15 February 1998 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Round Room at the Jonesboro Public Library. Our program will be presented by Bill Couch 
on Internet Research.
*******************************************************************************************************
DUES will be $15.00 per year and should be sent to : Hilda Wilcox, P.O. Box 2401, Jonesboro, 
AR. 72402. (E-mail stretch@insolwwb.net) If you have any questions or need information, 
please write or call our President, Mr. Mike Garner, 1204 Arrowhead Farm Rd., Jonesboro, 
AR 72401 (870) 974-5621. There is also voice mail on this phone number. (E-mail 
mwgarner@insolwwb.net)
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER: The newsletter is published monthly and any visitors to our meetings will 
receive one complimentary copy.  We NEED QUERIES  and any other info you may like to 
have published about genealogy, of course. Please send any query or item to:  Jeanette 
Henson McClure, 1500 Garland Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401.
*******************************************************************************************************
WHERE DID “FAMILY TREE” COME FROM?  It is believed by some authorities that the 
idea of a family tree had its origin from the efforts of the artists of the Middle Ages to depict 
the prophesy of the Bible verse, Isaiah 11:1, that states, “There shall come forth a rod out of 
the stem of Jesse.” Jesse was the patriarch of the tribe of Judah and the father of David. A 
typical example of the Middle Ages art showed a tree growing from the chest of a reclining 
Jesse with each branch ending with one of his descendants who became a king, thus giving 
rise to the term “family tree” as a synonym for genealogy.
*******************************************************************************************************
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THE WAR OF 1812:  Some call this the “forgotten war,” some call it a continuation of the 
Revolutionary War. I had long neglected it in my research, but there comes a time when it 
becomes necessary to find what you can, where you can. So, the War of 1812 came into my 
family. It took me quite some time to weed through the books about that war. Now I have 
several sources to look into. 

One is Dr. George K. Schweitzer’s book, War of 1812 Genealogy, 1988. There are 6 
chapters that make up 71 pages. This book provides a short evening of reading and is FULL 
of source information such as: whereto; wherehow; and wherewhen. 

The war took place between 18 June 1812 and 16 February 1815. The US engaged the 
British in the war. At the time the United States population was about 7,700,000 persons. Out 
of them 286,730 men did US Military Service. 

If you had ancestors who were in the United States at that time, there is a good chance 
that one or more were in this war. The War of 1812 generated a large volume of records. A 
sizable portion of them contain genealogical information on more than 280,000 military 
participants who fought on the US side. In addition, the original records and records derived 
from them refer to hundreds of thousands of wives, descendants and associates of these 
veterans. 

The key to the service records is a large microfilm index: US Dept. of War, INDEX TO 
COMPILED SERVICE RECORDS OF VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS WHO SERVED DURING 
THE WAR OF 1812, National Archives, Washington, DC, Microfilm Publication M602, 234 
rolls. Some major libraries have this index. 

Just before, during and shortly after the War, the US Congress passed a series of laws 
to provide inducement for men to join the armed forces and stay throughout the war or for a 
long period, for relief of those disabled, and for the relief of the families of those killed or 
dying in service. The laws provided that:

(a) every non-commissioned officer, soldier, seaman or marine would receive 160
acres of land upon his honorable discharge from the service,

(b) the heirs (wife, children) of those killed or dying in service would receive 160 acres
of land,

(c) every soldier, seaman or marine who was disabled in the service would receive a
pension, and

(d) heirs of commissioned officers killed in service would receive a pension for 5 years.
Late in the war the 160 acres was increased to 320 acres for a short period. This land was 
referred to as bounty land and it was located in the areas of the Illinois, Missouri and 
Arkansas Territories. 

In 1842 a law was passed permitting qualified veterans to receive bounty land not just 
in Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas but in any state or territory in which public land was 
available. As of 1850, commissioned officers were also awarded 160 acres. In 1855, the 
requirements for bounty land were reduced to 14 days of service or participation in battle 
action. 

Then, in 1871 and 1878, two major pension laws were passed. The one of 1871 
provided a pension for servicemen who had served 60 days or to widows of such servicemen 
if they had married before 1815. The law of 1878 provided a pension  for servicemen who had 
served 14 days or participated in a battle, or for their widows. 

In order to locate the bounty land warrant application records for a given individual 
you need to look in two different indexes:

2



1. US Veterans Administrations, INDEX TO WAR OF 1812 PENSION APPLICATION
FILES, National Archives Microfilm Publication M313, Washington, DC, 102 
rolls. Then ...

2. Pension files for the War of 1812. These files with the contents arranged 
alphabetically are in the National Archives. WAR OF 1812 PENSION 
APPLICATION FILES (Record Group 15), National Archives, Washington, DC.

Pensions for the War of 1812 participants and their heirs were issued before 1871 only to 
disabled veterans and to heirs of commissioned officers. As you can imagine, there were not 
too many veterans alive in 1871. Wives tended to be younger than the veterans, so there was 
a considerable number of widows.
*******************************************************************************************************
WHAT IS AN ORPHAN? Did you know that until the last century a mother had no legal 
custody of her children. So the term “orphan” meant only that the father was dead.
*******************************************************************************************************

TOMBSTONES SYMBOLS AND THEIR MEANINGS:

Symbol Meaning

Anchor Hope
Angel Heavenly guide
Arches Victory in Death
Crown Christian Righteousness
Dove Purity
Heart The Soul in Bliss
Lamb Innocence
Lily Immortality
Sun Resurrection
Willow Earthly Sorrow

*******************************************************************************************************
“The best and only way to treat a fact is to leave it alone and be willing to follow where it 
leads, rather than to press your own wishes upon it.” -- Marchette Chute
*******************************************************************************************************
IF....

If you could see your ancestors, all standing in a row,
Would you be proud of them, or don't you really know?
Some strange discoveries are made in climbing family trees;
And some of them do not particularly please.

If you could see your ancestors, all standing in a row,
There might be some of them you wouldn't want to know.
But there's another question, which requires a different view;
If you could meet your ancestors, would they be proud of you?

Author Unknown
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THE MYSTERY OF MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS: If you have needed to search Miller 
County, Arkansas, you probably can’t find any early records. Arkansas Territory was created 
in 1819. Miller County, Arkansas was established in 1820 by an Arkansas Territorial 
Legislature. This Legislature did not clearly understand the 1819 treaty boundary between 
the United States and Spanish Mexico. Settlers in Miller County, living south of the Red River 
were actually in what is now Texas. (See Texas 1820-1830). When the Indian line was moved 
east in 1828 to become the present Oklahoma-Arkansas border, Miller County vanished north 
of the Red River. Miller was thus enumerated entirely inside Texas for the 1830 census. After 
Red River County, Texas was created in 1836, Miller County ceased to exist. Modern Miller 
County, Arkansas was extablished in 1874.

In the Chronicles of Oklahoma there is a section titled Miller County, Arkansas Territory, 
“The Frontier That Men Forgot” Vol. 18, pages 12 thru 34. Also in Vol 18, pages 154 thru 170 
is an article entitled “Establishment of Old Miller County, Arkansas” by Strickland. There are 
many names mentioned in these articles and I would like to run a series about this “old” 
history to be found in these chronicles. On page 22 of this volume 18, which was published in 
1940, beginning with 1815, are names of some of the pioneers and references to them.

1815:
1. William D. Steward (Stuart), arrived May 15, 1815, from Kentucky. Registro. He was a 

“free man of color” and continued to reside in the area until 1840. Bason, Adm’x vs. 
Hughart, Texas Reports, II, 476-481.

2. George C. Wetmore, arrived June 7, 1815, from Arkansas, Registro. He was an Indian 
trader. Wright Papers.

3. Alex O. Wetmore, presumably came with his brother, George, in 1815; his presence on the 
river in 1816 is confirmed by the Wright Papers.

4. Jacob Barkman, Andrew Robinson and Abraham Anthony were hunting west of the 
Kiamichi in October, 1815. “Petition .... to Secretary of State,” AGO, ARD, WDF, 
August 4, 1817. Confirmed by letter in Arkansas Gazette February 26, 1820. These 
mem were presumably hunters from farther east. Anthony was killed; Barkman 
afterward resided near Little Rock; Andrew Robinson, in the fall of 1819, was hunting 
in the Cross Timbers of Texas with Gabriel Martin and John Hampton, W.B. Dewees, 
Letters from an Early Settler in Texas, 16. Robinson was one of the first settlers in 
Austin’s colony on the Brazos. Austin Papers, passim.

1816:
5. William Slingland, arrived January 18, 1816, a native of New Jersey. Registro. Crossed 

river in 1820 to Jonesborough. Record of the Board of Land Commissioners 
(transcribed), Red River County, Texas. (Hereafter designated as RBLC.) Operated a 
ferry there after October 1822. Arkansas Gazette, March 2, 1824.

6. Charles Burkham, his wife Nancy (nee Abbott), son, James and daugher, Cynthia, arrived 
July 4, 1816, from Indiana. Registro. Cross river to reside at the mouth of Mill Creek, 
Bowie County, Texas, March 1820. RBLC. 

7. George Kerman (Kernall), arrived 15 August 1816, a native of Pennsylvania. Registro.
8. Walter Poole, wife and four children (one of the sons was named Johathan) were living at 

Pecan Point when the Wrights arrived in 1816. Wright Papers. “Had just arrived in the 
country,” So George Wright said. Probably came with Burkham in July.
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  9. Claiborne Wright, wife, two daughters and three sons (George, William and Adams) 
arrived September 5, 1916, from Tennessee. Wright Papers.

10. Jonathan “Coachman” (Anderson), wife and one son were living at Pecan Point when the 
Wrights arrived. “The Wright Family, Early Settlers of Red River County, Texas. in 
Mrs. J.J. Arthur’s, Annals of the Fowler Family. 326.

11. William Mabbitt had set up a trading house at Pecan Point as early as September 1816. 
Wright Papers. It is to be doubted that he was actively in charge of the establishment. 
His residence was at Walnut Hills in what is now Lafayette County, Arkansas. He 
froze to death near Arkansas Post early in 1820. Arkansas Gazette.

12. Martin Varner, Geroge Creason and Henry Jones were hunting on the upper river, 
December, 1816. “Petition .... to Secretary of State,” AGO, ARD, WDF. Varner and 
Jones left the Red River area late in 1821. Lamar Papers, IV (Part II), 14. George Wright 
remembered that Varner, Jones, Creason, John Grafton, Charles Campbell and 
William Inglish were Hunters on the river as early as 1818. Arthur, Annals of the 
Fowler Family, 323. None were married in 1818, although Varner and Jones married 
before they emigrated to Austin’s colony.

13. Cornelius Martin was traditionally an early settler with Burkham. Lamar Papers, VI, 14.

CONTINUED to next Newsletter.
*******************************************************************************************************
PEDIGREE CHARTS: Members are asked to please bring a pedigree chart for the February 
meeting.
*******************************************************************************************************
HIGGINBOTHAM-MATTIX -- I am searching for the Higginbotham-Mattix families. Rhoda 
Higginbotham was born November 8, 1848, married Thomas Jefferson Mattix about 1867 in 
Craighead County. Thomas Jefferson was born August 17, 1836 and died Septbmer 1912. 
Rhoda was the oldest daughter of Franklin H. Higginbotham and Nancy M. Edwards. Rhoda 
died March 6, 1884. I think Nancy Edwars was the daugher of Rueben Edwards and Mary 
Lane. (Not proved). I have been told that Franklin H. Higginbotham was the son of Nancy 
(Lane) McCracken and Pulliam Higginbotham, born 1790-1800. Mary Lane, Nancy Lane and 
Elizabeth Lane (the big lawsuit in Jonesboro mentioned in the Craighead County History) 
were sisters. Nancy (Lane) McCracken had one daughter by Acquilla McCracken, Jr. He died 
before she married Pulliam Higginbotham. Nancy & Pulliam supposedly had 9 children. 
Thomas Jefferson Mattis was the son of Edward Mattix and Charity Robinson Mattix Speaks, 
and grandson of Edward Mattix & Elizabeth Bond who were pioneers to this area and settled 
on the Eleven Point River. Is there anyone out there searching for thse same families? Any 
clues will be appreciated. Submitter: Nelda Simpkins, 2635 Highway 163, Jonesboro, AR 
72404. Phone (870) 932-9229.

COLLINS -- Phillip Kesner Collins & Drusanne Hensley Collins died in a cholera epidemic in 
1844 on the Sangamon River in Illinois as they were going to MO. They had two small 
children, Absolom W.C. Collins, age 6, and Phillip Kesner Collins, age 3. An aunt & uncle 
traveled from Indianapolis, IN to pick up the boys and raised them. Found them in Tipton 
Co. IND in 1850, Mercer Co., MO in 1860. I would like to find some information on the 
parents, possible death dates, burial sites, etc. Any clues will be appreciated. Submitter: 
Nelda Simpkins, 2635 Highway 163, Jonesboro, AR 72404. Phone (870) 932-9229.

5



SIMPKINS, Stephen -- I as still searching for information on the Stephen Simpkins family. 
Stephen was born about 1807-1809. Wife unknown but he was from Tennessee and his first 
two children were born in Indiana in 1839 & 1833 or 1836. He was also found in Van Buren 
County in AR in 1837. Had two more children in 1839 and 1840. Married Elizabeth McInturff 
Robinett in Van Buren County before 1848 and they had 3 children. Thomas Newton 
Simpkins b. 1848, Stephen Simpkins b. 1851, and William Simpkins b. 1855. they lived around 
Choctaw, Alum Cave or Little Red River. I am searching the Thomas Newton Simpkins line. I 
would just like to know where I might find some old marriage records for his first wife. 
Stephen, Sr. & his older son, Jacob, were killed by bushwhackers at their home during the 
Civil War. I have a marriage date where Jacob’s wife remarried in Nov. 1865. There are no 
monuments on any of these as they moved from original burial site by Corps of Engineers 
when Greers Ferry Lake was built. I do have recrod from Corps of Engineers that they were 
in the new burial site but no markers. any clues to help in this search will be appreciated. Is 
anyone else searching this line? Submitter: Nelda Simpkins, 2635 Highway 163, Jonesboro, 
AR 72404. Phone (870) 932-9229.

DUNEHEW, John Calvin -- John Calvin Dunehew was born in 1843 in Indiana. He served in 
the Civil War in 16th MO Calvary, Co K & 8th MO Calvary. In the 1920 census John was 
living in Powhatan with his fifth wife, Fannie. I am trying to locate other descendants that 
would be interested in exchanging information. Contact: Nancy Matthews at 
nlmatthews@insolwwb.net or 1811 S. Culberhouse, Jonesboro, AR 72401.
*******************************************************************************************************
NEWSLETTER ON-LINE: Our monthly newsletter is on-line and can be accessed at 
<http://www.insolwwb.net/~nlmatthews/newsletter.htm>. Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated.
*******************************************************************************************************
DISTANCE MEASURES:

1 mile= 80 chains = 320 poles, rods or perches = 5,280 feet

1 chain = 4 poles, rods, or perches = 66 feet = 100 links

1 pole, rod, or perch = 25 links = 16 1/2 feet

1 link = 7.92 inches

1 square mile = 640 acres

1 acre = 10 square chains = 160 square poles, rods, or perches = 43,560 sq.ft.

1 square chain = 15 square poles, rods, or perches = 10,000 square links

1 square pole, rod, or perch = 272 1/4 square
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